
 

Sunday Worship 
“Groaning Towards Our Hope” 

July 19, 2020 
 
Opening Hymn    # 761 “Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me” 

Rock of Ages, cleft for me, let me hide myself in Thee; 
Let the water and the blood, from Thy riven side which flowed, 
Be of sin the double cure: Cleanse me from its guilt and pow’r.  
 
Not the labors of my hands can fulfill Thy Law’s demands;  
Could my zeal no respite know, could my tears forever flow, 
All for sin culd not atone; Thou must save, and Thou alone.  
 
Nothing in my hand I bring; simply to Thy cross I cling. 
Naked, come to Thee for dress; helpless, look to Thee for grace; 
Foul, I to the fountain fly; Wash me, Savior, or I die.  
 
While I draw this fleeting breath, when mine eyelids close in death,  
When I soar to worlds unknown, see Thee on Thy judgment throne, 
Rock of Ages, cleft for me, Let me hide myself in Thee.  
 
 
 
Confession and Announcement of Forgiveness 

Pastor: In the name of the Father  
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. Matthew 28:19b 
Pastor: If we say we have no sin,  

we deceive ourselves,  
and the truth is not in us.  

People: But if we confess our sins,  
God, who is faithful  
and just, will forgive our sins  
and cleanse us from  
all unrighteousness. 1 John 1:8-9 

 
 
(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination) 
 



 
Pastor: Let us then confess our sins  

to God our Father. 
People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are  

by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You  
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and  
by what we have left undone. We have not loved You  
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors  
as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your 
will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.  
 
 

Pastor: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us,  
and for His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in 
Jesus Christ He gives the power to become the children of God and 
bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good 
work in us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.

John 1:12, 
Philippians 1:6   

People: Amen. 
 
 
Kyie(sung)   Lord, Have Mercy  

Pastor: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
 
Pastor: For the peace from above and for our salvation  

let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
 
Pastor: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being  

of the Church of God, and for the unity of all let us  
pray to the Lord.  

People: Lord, have mercy. 
 
Pastor: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship  

and praise let us pray to the Lord.  
People: Lord, have mercy. 
 
Pastor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  
People: Amen. 



 

Hymn of Praise “This is the Feast” 

Refrain 
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  
 

1. Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be 
people of God.  
 

Refrain 
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  
 

2. Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are 
His. 

 
Refrain 
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  
 

3. Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: 
4. Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.  

 
Refrain 
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  
 

5. For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia. 
 
Refrain 
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Scripture Readings 

Old Testament Reading 

Isaiah 44:6-8  

  "This is what the LORD says-- Israel's King and Redeemer, the LORD Almighty: 
I am the first and I am the last; apart from me there is no God. 7 Who then is like me? 
Let him proclaim it. Let him declare and lay out before me what has happened since I 
established my ancient people, and what is yet to come-- yes, let him foretell what will 
come. 8 Do not tremble, do not be afraid. Did I not proclaim this and foretell it long ago? 
You are my witnesses. Is there any God besides me? No, there is no other Rock; I 
know not one."  

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God! 

 
 
 
Psalmody Psalm 119:57-64 

Pastor: The Lord is my portion; I promise to keep your words.  
People: I entreat your favor with all my heart;  

be gracious to me according to your promise.  
 
Pastor: When I think on my ways, I turn my feet to your testimonies;  
People: I hasten and do not delay to keep your commandments.  
 
Pastor: Though the cords of the wicked ensare me, I do not forget your law.  
People: At midnight I rise to praise you,  

because of your just and righteous decrees.  
 
Pastor: I am a companion of all who fear you, of those who keep your precepts.  
People: The earth, O Lord, is full of your steadfast love;  

teach me your statutes! 
 
All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son  

and to the Holy Spirit;  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 
 



 

Epistle Reading 

Romans 8:18-27   

I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that 
will be revealed in us. 19 The creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to 
be revealed. 20For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but 
by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be liberated 
from its bondage to decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God. 
22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right 
up to the present time. 23 Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the 
Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our 
bodies. 24 For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who 
hopes for what he already has? 25 But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait 
for it patiently. 26 In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know 
what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words 
cannot express. 27 And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, 
because the Spirit intercedes for the saints in accordance with God's will. 

Pastor:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 
Congregational Memory Verse 

John 16:33  

 I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this 
world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.  

John 16:33  

 
Gospel Reading 

Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43  

Jesus told them another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like a man who 
sowed good seed in his field. 25 But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and 
sowed weeds among the wheat, and went away. 26 When the wheat sprouted and 
formed heads, then the weeds also appeared. 27 "The owner's servants came to him 
and said, 'Sir, didn't you sow good seed in your field? Where then did the weeds come 
from?' 28 " 'An enemy did this,' he replied. "The servants asked him, 'Do you want us to 



 
go and pull them up?' 29 " 'No,' he answered, 'because while you are pulling the weeds, 
you may root up the wheat with them. 30 Let both grow together until the harvest. At that 
time I will tell the harvesters: First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be 
burned; then gather the wheat and bring it into my barn.' " ...  36 Then he left the crowd 
and went into the house. His disciples came to him and said, "Explain to us the parable 
of the weeds in the field." 37 He answered, "The one who sowed the good seed is the 
Son of  Man. 38 The field is the world, and the good seed stands for the sons of the 
kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one, 39 and the enemy who sows them is 
the devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the harvesters are angels. 40 "As the 
weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of the age. 41 The Son 
of Man will send out his angels, and they will weed out of his kingdom everything that 
causes sin and all who do evil. 42 They will throw them into the fiery furnace, where 
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun 
in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him hear. 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ! 
 
 
 
 

Profession of Faith  Apostles’ Creed   

  I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

  And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died 
and was buried.  He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the 
dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty.  From thence he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 
Children’s Time 
 
 



 

Sermon Hymn  # 645  “Built on the Rock” 

Built on the Rock the Church shall stand  
Even when steeples are falling.  
Crumbled have spires in ev’ry land;  
Bells still are chiming and calling,  
Calling the young and old to rest,  
But above all the souls distressed,  
Longing for rest everlasting. 
 
Surely in temples made with hands 
God, the Most High, is not dwelling;  
Height above earth His temple stands,  
All earthly temples excelling.  
Yet He who dwells in heav’n above 
Chooses to live with us in love, 
Making our bodies His temple. 
  
We are God’s house of living stones,  
Built for His own habitation.  
He through baptismal grace us owns 
Heirs of His wondrous salvation.  
Were we but two His name to tell.  
Yet He would deign with us to dwell 
With all His grace and His favor. 
 
Here stands the font before our eyes,  
Telling how God has received us.  
The altar recalls Christ’s sacrifice 
And what His Supper here gives us.  
Here sound the Scriptures that proclaim  
Christ yesterday, today, the same 
And evermore, our Redeemer.  
 
Grant, then, O God, Your will be done, 
That, when the church bells are ringing, 
Many in saving faith may come 
Where Christ His message is bringing: 
“I know My own; My own know Me.  
You, not the world. My face shall see.  
My peace I leave with you. Amen.” 
 
 



 

Sermon           “Groaning Towards Our Hope”       (Pastor Alex Marque) 
 
 
 
 
Offertory  (sung) 

What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits to me?  
I will offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on the name  
of the Lord. I will take the cup of salvation and will call on the name 
of the Lord. I will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all His people, 
in the courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you,  
O Jerusalem. 
 
 
Prayers 
 
 

The Lord’s Prayer  Prayed in unison 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those  
who trespass against us. And lead us not into  
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For Thine is the kingdom and the power  
and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 

Benediction (sung) 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you  
and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor  
and give you peace. 

People: Amen. 
 



 

Closing Song  “Desert Song”   

Verse 1 

This is my prayer in the desert 
When all that's within me feels dry 
This is my prayer in my hunger and need 
My God is the God who provides 

Verse 2 

This is my prayer in the fire 
In weakness or trial or pain 
There is a faith proved of more worth than gold 
So refine me Lord through the flame 

Chorus 

I will bring praise 
I will bring praise 
No weapon formed against me shall remain 
I will rejoice 
I will declare 
God is my victory and He is here 

Verse 3 

This is my prayer in the battle 
When triumph is still on its way 
I am a conqueror and co-heir with Christ 
So firm on His promise I'll stand 

Chorus 

I will bring praise 
I will bring praise 
No weapon formed against me shall remain 
I will rejoice 
I will declare 
God is my victory and He is here 

Bridge 

All of my life in ev’ry season 
You are still God 
I have a reason to sing 
I have a reason to worship 



 
All of my life in ev’ry season 
You are still God 
I have a reason to sing 
I have a reason to worship 

Chorus 

I will bring praise 
I will bring praise 
No weapon formed against me shall remain 
I will rejoice 
I will declare 
God is my victory and He is here 

 

I will bring praise 
I will bring praise 
No weapon formed against me shall remain 
I will rejoice 
I will declare 
God is my victory and He is here 

Verse 4 

This is my prayer in the harvest 
When favour and providence flow 
I know I'm filled to be emptied again 
The seed I've received I will sow 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Postlude   “O God Of Mercy, Hear Our Plea” 

Verse 1 

O God we've seen Your faithfulness 
You brought us from the wilderness 
But now our faith is frail and weak 
O God of mercy hear our plea 

Verse 2 

When will You comfort our distress 
How long until the promised rest 
We cry to You from deepest need 
O God of mercy hear our plea 

Chorus 

Abba Father our Redeemer 
In this barren land be our hope and strength 
Until glory we will trust and sing 
Abba Father hear our plea 

Verse 3 

We join creation's longing groan 
To take Your ransomed children home 
For then the eyes of all will see 
The God of mercy hears our plea 

Chorus 

Abba Father our Redeemer 
In this barren land be our hope and strength 
Until glory we will trust and sing 
Abba Father hear our plea 

Tag 

For then the eyes of all will see 
The God of mercy hears our plea 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Chorus 

Abba Father our Redeemer 
In this barren land be our hope and strength 
Until glory we will trust and sing 
Abba Father hear our plea 

Abba Father our Redeemer 
In this barren land be our hope and strength 
Until glory we will trust and sing 
Abba Father hear our plea 

Ending 
Abba Father hear our plea 
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