
She pulled out her flannel board, and the little
ones clustered around eagerly. That morning,  
they learned of Mary and Joseph, and the baby,
Jesus, Whose birth we were soon to celebrate.
Jeannie handed out felt trees, figures, and angels
for them to place on the board while she talked.
One shepherd ended up in a tree, and an Angel
barely escaped grazing Joseph’s head. Other than
that, the story went smoothly. The children
listened intently—not perhaps comprehending  
just yet, but now a little bit more familiar with that
most important of stories, a little bit more washed
in the Word. 

After story time, Jeannie led some songs,
complete with motions, and then began the
parade. She turned on a children’s CD and pulled
out a bin of instruments. Ben had, at the beginning
of the term been pretty wary of songs and
instruments, and preferred clinging to my leg.  
But by now, he’s come to love the drill. Both of  
my children ran to grab their rhythm sticks, and
we all marched loudly around the room.  

Toddler Time
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B Y   N I C O L E  K I N G

On a recent Monday morning, I bundled up both 
my boys in their winter gear, buckled them in their 
car seats, and drove them to Mount Olive for 
Toddler Time. It was 10 degrees out that morning. 
That’s how much we love Toddler Time in my 
family. 

We were the first ones there that morning, so Ben 
(two years old), and Jack (one year) promptly 
claimed ownership of their favorite activities. For
Ben, that was putting the ornaments on the 
Christmas Tree that Jeannie Newton had cleverly 
crafted out of felt and adhered to the wall with 
some masking tape. Jack, meanwhile, made a 
bee-line for the tub of plastic cups and dried 
beans. 

The other participants soon showed up—two more 
toddlers, and their adorable baby siblings. “Alright, 
everyone!” Jeannie cheerfully quipped, in a voice
that holds the power of the Pied Piper. “Should we 
start our story?” 

S O N G S ,  S T O R I E S ,  D R I E D  B E A N S  +  J E S U S



That night, when my husband returned home from 
work, Ben ran to the door, grabbed him by the 
hand, and dragged him to our Christmas tree. 
“Ben made that!” he told his daddy proudly, 
pointing to his star ornament. My husband knelt
down next to him and took the ornament off the 
tree, and the two again recounted the story of the 
baby in the manger. 

And that is why, no matter how cold a Monday 
morning might be, we will be at Toddler Time. 
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Next was Ben’s favorite—craft time! (Jack prefers 
toddling around, pulling all the toys out again.) 
This morning’s craft was a Christmas ornament. 
We each began with a paper star, manger, hay, 
and a tiny baby. The children assembled the 
paper shapes into the familiar Babe in the manger, 
superimposed over the star, and decorated with 
crayons and glitter. 

We wiped their tiny hands clean and then moved 
our chairs to the next table for snack time. Jeannie 
handed out paper cups filled with gold fish 
crackers. This is Jack’s favorite part of the 
morning, and both of my kids climbed into their 
little chairs and took their cups. Jeannie read the 
children another story while they munched. When 
she finished, we all sang the “Goodbye Song,” and 
then packed up and headed off into the cold 
again. 

"My husband knelt down next 
to him and took the ornament 
off the tree, and the two again 
recounted the story of the baby 
in the manger."

Toddler Time Schedule

Toddler Time is a weekly early-childhood experience designed for kids birth to 3-years-old and their 
parents, grandparents or care-givers. During their time together, the children and adults will hear a story, 
create a craft and sing songs - all of which aim to share Jesus' love and nurture the faith of these young 
ones! 

Come every week or whenever it works for your family! No enrollment necessary - just drop in!  

January 9 
January 23 
January 30 

February 6 
February 13 
February 27 

March 13 
March 20 
March 27 

April 3 
April 24 

May 1 
May 8 
May 15 
May 22 

JANUARY - MAY 2017

beginning
@ 9 a.m.

ALL ARE WELCOME! 
INVITE A FRIEND OR NEIGHBOR!


