
“The Priesthood of All Believers” – Love: the Vocation of Every Christian – Part 1 
by Bill Cullen 

 

Our English word “call” comes from the Latin word vocare meaning “to call” and our English word “vocation” comes from 
the Latin word vocatio meaning “a call” or “a summons.” Before the 16th century the word vocation was used primary by 
Christians and referred to God’s calling of humankind to faith and salvation. By the 16th century the Roman Catholic Church 
had come to understand vocation in more narrow terms. By the 16th century the word vocation had come to be equated 
with God’s calling of a person into the religious life of a priest, monk, nun, or the like. Today, in both Catholic and 
Protestant circles the term “the call” or the phrase “being called” still commonly implies that God has summoned a person 
into the clergy or some sort of religious occupation of the church.  
 

At the time of the Protestant Reformation the reformers in their understanding of the priesthood of all believers (1 Peter 
2:9) broadened the understanding of vocation to include most occupations and most roles a Christian might have (1 
Corinthians 7:20). Martin Luther and John Calvin particularly championed the concept of the “Priesthood of all believers” 
and the idea that most all occupations and roles in life should be understood as vocations or “callings” of and by God. 
Luther is famously quoted as saying: 
 

“Every occupation has its own honor before God. Ordinary work is a divine vocation or calling. In our daily 
work no matter how important or mundane we serve God by serving the neighbor and we also participate in 
God's on-going providence for the human race.” 
 

“God is milking the cows through the vocation of the milkmaid.” (Table Talks, Martin Luther) 
 

Gene Veith commenting on Luther writes: 
 

“Vocation is nothing less than the theology of the Christian life. It provides the blueprint for how Christians are 
to live in the world and to influence their cultures. It is the key to strong marriages and effective parenting. 
According to the classic Protestant theologians, our multiple vocations—in the family, the culture, and the 
workplace—are where sanctification and discipleship happen.” 

 

In today’s vernacular, however, the term vocation most commonly refers to any “occupation to which a person is 
especially drawn or for which they are suited, trained, or qualified.” (Wikipedia) 
 

Personally, I would like to talk about there being simply one vocation or calling, but also of people having many roles 
through which a person might live out that one vocation/calling (most people have a variety of roles through which they 
are to live out that one calling).  
 

The one vocation/calling shared by all people (particularly by Christians) is the  vocation/calling to love. People through 
their various roles (occupation, spouse, parent, son/daughter, sibling, friend, student, teammate, etc.) are to live out God’s 
call to love. What love will look like depends upon the situation one is in and the role one has in the situation. 
 

___"Love is the fundamental and innate vocation of every human being." (The Roman Catholic Church – CCC 2392) 
___“The vocation of every man and woman is to serve other people.” (Leo Tolstoy) 
___“Many people mistake our work for our vocation. Our vocation is the love of Jesus.” (Mother Teresa) 
___“A man does not live for himself alone in this mortal body to work for it alone, but he lives also for all men on earth; 
rather, he lives only for others and not for himself. To this end he brings his body into subjection that he may the more 
sincerely and freely serve others.”  (Treatise on Christian Liberty, Martin Luther) 
___"This is a truly Christian life. Here faith is truly active through love (Gal. 5:6), that is, it finds expression in works of freest 

service, cheerfully and lovingly done, with which a man willingly serves another without hope of reward; and for himself he 

is satisfied with the fullness and wealth of his faith." (Treatise on Christian Liberty, Martin Luther)  

___"…the Apostle has prescribed this rule for the life of Christians, namely, that we should devote all our works to the 

welfare of others, since each has such abundant riches in his faith that all his other works and his whole life are a surplus 

with which he can by voluntary benevolence serve and do good to his neighbor." (Treatise on Christian Liberty, Martin 

Luther)  

___“We conclude, therefore, that a Christian lives not in himself, but in Christ and in his neighbor. Otherwise he is not a 
Christian. He lives in Christ through faith, in his neighbor through love. By faith he is caught up beyond himself into God. By 
love he descends beneath himself into his neighbor. Yet he always remains in God and in his love.”  (Treatise on Christian 
Liberty, Martin Luther) 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Job


 Check the above quote that is most meaningful, challenging, or inspiring for you at this time. Share. 
 

What does each of the following passages say or suggest about vocation?  
(All passages are taken from the NIV) 

 

 Underline or highlight words and phrases in each passage that particularly catch your attention. Share. 

 From each page check & share the 3 passages that speak the most strongly to you about Christian vocation.  

 Which passage most affirms or challenges you in your understanding and practice of your vocation and roles? 
 

___Matthew 4:19 19  "Come, follow me," Jesus said, "and I will make you fishers of men." 
 

___Matthew 5:16,38-44 16  In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and 
praise your Father in heaven…. 38  "You have heard that it was said, 'Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.' 39  But I tell you, Do 
not resist an evil person. If someone strikes you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also. 40  And if someone wants to 
sue you and take your tunic, let him have your cloak as well. 41  If someone forces you to go one mile, go with him two 
miles. 42  Give to the one who asks you, and do not turn away from the one who wants to borrow from you. 43  "You have 
heard that it was said, 'Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.' 44  But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those 
who persecute you,  
 

___Matthew 7:1 1  "Do not judge, or you too will be judged.  
 

___Matthew 10:7-8 7  As you go, preach this message: 'The kingdom of heaven is near.' 8  Heal the sick, raise the dead, 
cleanse those who have leprosy, drive out demons. Freely you have received, freely give. 
 

___Matthew 22:37-40 37  Jesus replied: "'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
mind.' 38  This is the first and greatest commandment. 39  And the second is like it: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.' 40  All 
the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments."  
 

___Matthew 25:34-45 34  "Then the King will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your 
inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. 35  For I was hungry and you gave me something 
to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, 36  I needed clothes and 
you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.' 37  "Then the righteous will 
answer him, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? 38  When did we 
see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? 39  When did we see you sick or in prison and go to 
visit you?' 40  "The King will reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you 
did for me.' 41  "Then he will say to those on his left, 'Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared 
for the devil and his angels. 42  For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to 
drink, 43  I was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe me, I was sick and in prison 
and you did not look after me.' 44  "They also will answer, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or 
needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?' 45  "He will reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever you did not do 
for one of the least of these, you did not do for me.'  
 

___Matthew 28:19-20 19  Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20  and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you 
always, to the very end of the age." 
 

___Mark 5:19 19  Jesus did not let him, but said, "Go home to your family and tell them how much the Lord has done for 
you, and how he has had mercy on you." 
 

___Mark 12:28-33 28  One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating. Noticing that Jesus had given them a 
good answer, he asked him, "Of all the commandments, which is the most important?" 29  "The most important one," 
answered Jesus, "is this: 'Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one. 30  Love the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.' 31  The second is this: 'Love your neighbor as 
yourself.' There is no commandment greater than these." 32  "Well said, teacher," the man replied. "You are right in saying 
that God is one and there is no other but him. 33  To love him with all your heart, with all your understanding and with all 
your strength, and to love your neighbor as yourself is more important than all burnt offerings and sacrifices."  
 

___Luke 10:25-28 25  On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. "Teacher," he asked, "what must I do to 
inherit eternal life?" 26  "What is written in the Law?" he replied. "How do you read it?" 27  He answered: "'Love the Lord 



your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind'; and, 'Love your 
neighbor as yourself.'" 28  "You have answered correctly," Jesus replied. "Do this and you will live."  
 

 
 
 
___John 3:16-17 16  "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not 
perish but have eternal life. 17  For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world 
through him. 
 

___John 13:34-35 34  "A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 
35  By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another." 
 

___John 15:5,8,12,16-17 5  "I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much 
fruit; apart from me you can do nothing…. 8  This is to my Father's glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be 
my disciples….12  My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you.…16  You did not choose me, but I chose you and 
appointed you to go and bear fruit--fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. 17  This 
is my command: Love each other.  
 

___John 17:15-18 15  My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one. 
16  They are not of the world, even as I am not of it. 17  Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. 18  As you sent me into 
the world, I have sent them into the world. 
 

___Acts 1:8 8  But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, 
and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."  
 

___Romans 10:14-15,17 14  How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the 
one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them? 15  And how can they 
preach unless they are sent? As it is written, "How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!"… 
17  Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word of Christ.  
 

___Romans 12:1-2,9-18 1  Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, 
holy and pleasing to God--this is your spiritual act of worship. 2  Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but 
be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is--his good, 
pleasing and perfect will…. 9  Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. 10  Be devoted to one another in 
brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves. 11  Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the 
Lord. 12  Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. 13  Share with God's people who are in need. Practice 
hospitality. 14  Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 15  Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those 
who mourn. 16  Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with people of low position. 
Do not be conceited. 17  Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everybody. 18  If it is 
possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.  
 

___Romans 13:1,8-10 1  Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that 
which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God…. 8  Let no debt remain outstanding, 
except the continuing debt to love one another, for he who loves his fellowman has fulfilled the law. 9  The 
commandments, "Do not commit adultery," "Do not murder," "Do not steal," "Do not covet," and whatever other 
commandment there may be, are summed up in this one rule: "Love your neighbor as yourself." 10  Love does no harm to 
its neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.  
 

___Romans 15:1-2 1  We who are strong ought to bear with the failings of the weak and not to please ourselves. 2  Each of 
us should please his neighbor for his good, to build him up.  
 

___1 Corinthians 7:20 20  Each one should remain in the situation which he was in when God called him. 
 

___1 Corinthians 10:24 24  Nobody should seek his own good, but the good of others.  
 

___1 Corinthians 12:7 7  Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. 
 

___1 Corinthians 13:4-8,13 4  Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5  It is not rude, 
it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6  Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with 
the truth. 7  It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.8  Love never fails. But where there are 
prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away…. 
13  And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.  



 

___1 Corinthians 16:14 14  Do everything in love.  
 

___2 Corinthians 5:17-20 17  Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! 
18  All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 19  that God 
was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men's sins against them. And he has committed to us the 
message of reconciliation. 20  We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. 
We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God. 
 

___Galatians 5:6,13-15 6  For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision has any value. The only thing that 
counts is faith expressing itself through love…. 13  You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to 
indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve one another in love. 14  The entire law is summed up in a single command: "Love 
your neighbor as yourself." 15  If you keep on biting and devouring each other, watch out or you will be destroyed by each 
other.  
 

___Galatians 6:1-2,9-10 1  Brothers, if someone is caught in a sin, you who are spiritual should restore him gently. But 
watch yourself, or you also may be tempted. 2  Carry each other's burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ…. 
9  Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. 10  Therefore, 
as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers.  
 

___Ephesians 2:8-10 8  For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of 
God-- 9  not by works, so that no one can boast. 10  For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good 
works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. 
 

___Ephesians 4:1-2,11-13,16,29-32 1  As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have 
received. 2  Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love…. 11  It was he who gave some 
to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, 12  to prepare God's 
people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 13  until we all reach unity in the faith and in the 
knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ…. 16  From him 
the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part 
does its work…. 29  Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others 
up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen. 30  And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom 
you were sealed for the day of redemption. 31  Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with 
every form of malice. 32  Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.  
 

___Ephesians 5:1-4,21-22,25,33 1  Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children 2  and live a life of love, just as 
Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 3  But among you there must not be 
even a hint of sexual immorality, or of any kind of impurity, or of greed, because these are improper for God's holy people. 
4  Nor should there be obscenity, foolish talk or coarse joking, which are out of place, but rather thanksgiving….21  Submit to 
one another out of reverence for Christ. 22  Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord…. 25  Husbands, love your wives, 
just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her… 33  However, each one of you also must love his wife as he 
loves himself, and the wife must respect her husband. 6:1-2,4-7  1  Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 
2  "Honor your father and mother"--which is the first commandment with a promise-- … 4  Fathers, do not exasperate your 
children; instead, bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord. 5  Slaves, obey your earthly masters with 
respect and fear, and with sincerity of heart, just as you would obey Christ. 6  Obey them not only to win their favor when 
their eye is on you, but like slaves of Christ, doing the will of God from your heart. 7  Serve wholeheartedly, as if you were 
serving the Lord, not men,  
 

___Philippians 1:27 27  Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ. Then, whether I 
come and see you or only hear about you in my absence, I will know that you stand firm in one spirit, contending as one 
man for the faith of the gospel 
 

___Philippians 2:3-5,12-14 3  Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than 
yourselves. 4  Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others. 5  Your attitude 
should be the same as that of Christ Jesus:… 12  Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed--not only in my 
presence, but now much more in my absence--continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, 13  for it is God 
who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose. 14  Do everything without complaining or arguing,  
 

___Colossians 1:10,24,28--29 10  And we pray this in order that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and may please him 
in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God,… 24  Now I rejoice in what was suffered 
for you, and I fill up in my flesh what is still lacking in regard to Christ's afflictions, for the sake of his body, which is the 



church…. 28  We proclaim him, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present everyone 
perfect in Christ. 29  To this end I labor, struggling with all his energy, which so powerfully works in me.  
 

 
___Colossians 3:12-14 12  Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, 
kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13  Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have 
against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14  And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all 
together in perfect unity. 
 

___Colossians 4:5-6 5  Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every opportunity. 6  Let your 
conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone. 
 

___1 Thessalonians 4:9-10 9  Now about brotherly love we do not need to write to you, for you yourselves have been 
taught by God to love each other. 10  And in fact, you do love all the brothers throughout Macedonia. Yet we urge you, 
brothers, to do so more and more. 
 

___1 Thessalonians 5:14-15 14  And we urge you, brothers, warn those who are idle, encourage the timid, help the weak, 
be patient with everyone. 15  Make sure that nobody pays back wrong for wrong, but always try to be kind to each other 
and to everyone else. 
 

___1 Timothy 2:1-2 1  I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for everyone-- 
2  for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness.  
 

___1 Timothy 4:14 14  Do not neglect your gift, which was given you through a prophetic message when the body of elders 
laid their hands on you.  
 

___2 Timothy 1:6-7 6  For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through the laying on of 
my hands. 7  For God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit of power, of love and of self-discipline. 
 

___2 Timothy 2:14-16,22-26 14  Keep reminding them of these things. Warn them before God against quarreling about 
words; it is of no value, and only ruins those who listen. 15  Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a 
workman who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth. 16  Avoid godless chatter, 
because those who indulge in it will become more and more ungodly…. 22  Flee the evil desires of youth, and pursue 
righteousness, faith, love and peace, along with those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart. 23  Don't have anything to 
do with foolish and stupid arguments, because you know they produce quarrels. 24  And the Lord's servant must not 
quarrel; instead, he must be kind to everyone, able to teach, not resentful. 25  Those who oppose him he must gently 
instruct, in the hope that God will grant them repentance leading them to a knowledge of the truth, 26  and that they will 
come to their senses and escape from the trap of the devil, who has taken them captive to do his will.  
 

___2 Timothy 3:15-17 15  and how from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for 
salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16  All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and 
training in righteousness, 17  so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 
 

___2 Timothy 4:2,5 2  Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage--with 
great patience and careful instruction…. 5  But you, keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an 
evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry. 
 

___Titus 2:7-8 7  In everything set them an example by doing what is good. In your teaching show integrity, 
seriousness  
8  and soundness of speech that cannot be condemned, so that those who oppose you may be ashamed because they 
have nothing bad to say about us.  
 

___Titus 3:1-2 1  Remind the people to be subject to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be ready to do whatever is 
good, 2  to slander no one, to be peaceable and considerate, and to show true humility toward all men.  
 

___Hebrews 10:22-25 22  let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled 
to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water. 23  Let us hold unswervingly to the 
hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful. 24  And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and 
good deeds. 25  Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another--
and all the more as you see the Day approaching. 
 

___Hebrews 12:1-2 1  Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything 
that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. 2  Let us fix 



our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its 
shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.  
 

___James 1:19,22,26-27 19  My dear brothers, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow 
to become angry,… 22  Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says…. 26  If anyone 
considers himself religious and yet does not keep a tight rein on his tongue, he deceives himself and his religion is 
worthless. 27  Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their 
distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world.  
 

___James 2:8 8  If you really keep the royal law found in Scripture, "Love your neighbor as yourself," you are doing right.  
 

___James 4:14 14  Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that appears 
for a little while and then vanishes. 
 

___1 Peter 2:9 9  But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may 
declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 
 

___1 Peter 2:13-19 13  Submit yourselves for the Lord's sake to every authority instituted among men: whether to the king, 
as the supreme authority, 14  or to governors, who are sent by him to punish those who do wrong and to commend those 
who do right. 15  For it is God's will that by doing good you should silence the ignorant talk of foolish men. 16  Live as free 
men, but do not use your freedom as a cover-up for evil; live as servants of God. 17  Show proper respect to everyone: Love 
the brotherhood of believers, fear God, honor the king. 18  Slaves, submit yourselves to your masters with all respect, not 
only to those who are good and considerate, but also to those who are harsh. 19  For it is commendable if a man bears up 
under the pain of unjust suffering because he is conscious of God.  
 

___1 Peter 3:15-17 15  But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who 
asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, 16  keeping a clear 
conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander. 
17  It is better, if it is God's will, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil. 
 

___1 Peter 4:8-11 8  Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins. 9  Offer hospitality to 
one another without grumbling. 10  Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully 
administering God's grace in its various forms. 11  If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words of God. 
If anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus 
Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

___1 John 1:7-10 7  But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of 
Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin. 8  If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 9  If 
we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 10  If we claim 
we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word has no place in our lives. 2:1-2 1  My dear children, I write 
this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have one who speaks to the Father in our defense--Jesus 
Christ, the Righteous One. 2  He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole 
world.  
 

___1 John 3:16-18,23 16  This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down 
our lives for our brothers. 17  If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no pity on him, how 
can the love of God be in him? 18  Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth…. 23  And 
this is his command: to believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and to love one another as he commanded us.  
 

___1 John 4:7-11,19 7  Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born 
of God and knows God. 8  Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9  This is how God showed his 
love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. 10  This is love: not that we 
loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11  Dear friends, since God so loved us, 
we also ought to love one another…. 19  We love because he first loved us.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Complete the following sentence:  In my vocation of love, by God’s grace and Jesus’ empowering Spirit, three 
things I will do… 

this week are:                  
 

1) _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2) _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3) _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

this month are:   

1) _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2) _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3) _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

           this year are:   

1) _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2) _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3) _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
*Note: There is a difference between being a volunteer and being “called” (having a vocation). When I volunteer the 

choice is purely mine. While there is a hope by others that I say “yes” to the opportunity, the choice is mine to make – 
there is no sin when I make either choice. When I have been “called” (vocare), the caller (God) has made the choice and is 
expecting an affirmative answer. I still may say “no,” but in doing so I sin. – James 4:17  

We may not have been “called” to every role we have, but we are called always to love (agape) in every role we have.  
 

Thank God for His empowering Spirit,  
and thank Him even more for Jesus’ atoning sacrifice and forgiveness!  

– 1 John 2:1-2 

 

 
 



 
 

Part 2   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All Christians are a part of the royal priesthood. – Exodus 19:6; 1 Peter 2:9 – We are a holy people, meaning as God’s 
priesthood, we are a people set apart for the purposes of God, – John 15:16-17 – offering ourselves as living sacrifices for 
the well-being others.  – Romans 12:1; 1 John 3:16  
 

As members of this royal priesthood we all offer ourselves in living sacrifice serving our God. – Matthew 25:35-40 – In 
offering ourselves as living sacrifices, we all give witness to our God, to His character and to His love for all. – Matthew 
5:16; John 15:5.8; 2 Corinthians 5:17-20; 1 John 4:7-8  
 

Within this royal priesthood of believers, as God’s royal priest, each of us has a different priestly role and function to 
perform. – Acts 6:2-6; 1 Corinthians 3:5-9; 1 Corinthians 12:7,27-30; Ephesians 4:11-13,16 (see also Exodus 31:1-11; Exodus 
35:30-35; Ephesians 2:10) – The church recognizing different priestly functions has organized itself in ways that allow and 
enable each royal priest (lay and professional) to perform her or his priestly role for maximum impact in and for the 
Kingdom of God. Scripture enumerates some of these priestly roles and functions: Acts 6:2-6; 1 Corinthians 12:27-30; 
Ephesians 4:11-13. – Scripture also identifies some of the gifts with which God has resourced His royal priests so that they 
might perform their priestly tasks assigned to them in their priestly role(s). – Romans 12:4-8; 1 Corinthians 12:7-26; 1 Peter 
4:8-11 
 

Martin Luther felt within the priesthood of believers the role of parent was among the greatest. He writes: “But the 
greatest good in married life, that which makes all suffering and labor worthwhile, is that God grants offspring and 
commands that they be brought up to worship and serve him. In all the world this is the noblest and most precious 
work, because to God there can be nothing dearer than the salvation of souls.” – Martin Luther, The Estate of Marriage, 
1522. 
 

Different priestly roles require different skills and training, but in whatever priestly role one has s/he is to manifest the 
fruit of Spirit, the character of Jesus, through His indwelling presence. – John 15:4-5; Galatians 5:22-23 – As one chooses or 
is assigned or appointed to a priestly role skills need to be obtained. All these skills are Holy Spirit-given and Holy Spirit-
empowered. Sometimes these skills are Spiritually innate and sometimes they are Spiritually learned or acquired. Whether  
innate or acquired, they can all be enhanced and developed through training and life experience.  
 

“He who has ears, let him hear.” – Mark 4:9 – One’s ears are God-given and God-empowered. The actual hearing with 
them can develop with attentiveness, training, and experience. 
 

Within a person’s priestly role there are qualifications to be met. – John 13:35; John 15:8; Romans 12:6-8; 2 Corinthians 
13:5; Ephesians 5:21-6:9; 1 Timothy 3:1-13; Titus 1:5-9; 1 Peter 4:10-11; 1 John 4:7-8 
 

This leads to a number of questions: As all Christians are part of  being “a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, 
a people belonging to God,” – 1 Peter 2:9  
 

 What are the many and varied priestly roles to be performed as a member of this royal priesthood?   
o How is each of these priestly roles a vocation – a calling? 

 What responsibilities comes with each of the priestly role? Are they biblically identified? Where? How? 



 What restrictions, if any, comes with each of the priestly role? Are they biblically identified? Where? How? 

 Which responsibilities and restrictions are simply a matter of protocol – for good order and good stewardship? 

 What biblical qualifications, if any, accompany each priestly role? How and by whom are they to be assessed? 

 What new or renewed insights have you gained regarding vocation and the priesthood of all believers through the 
study? 

 

(All Bible passages are taken from the NIV) 
 
___Exodus 19:6 6  you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.' These are the words you are to speak to the 
Israelites."  
 

___Exodus 31:1-11 1  Then the LORD said to Moses, 2  "See, I have chosen Bezalel son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of 
Judah, 3  and I have filled him with the Spirit of God, with skill, ability and knowledge in all kinds of crafts-- 4  to make 
artistic designs for work in gold, silver and bronze, 5  to cut and set stones, to work in wood, and to engage in all kinds of 
craftsmanship. 6  Moreover, I have appointed Oholiab son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan, to help him. Also I have given 
skill to all the craftsmen to make everything I have commanded you: 7  the Tent of Meeting, the ark of the Testimony with 
the atonement cover on it, and all the other furnishings of the tent-- 8  the table and its articles, the pure gold lampstand 
and all its accessories, the altar of incense, 9  the altar of burnt offering and all its utensils, the basin with its stand-- 10  and 
also the woven garments, both the sacred garments for Aaron the priest and the garments for his sons when they serve as 
priests, 11  and the anointing oil and fragrant incense for the Holy Place. They are to make them just as I commanded you."  
 

___Exodus 35:30-35 30  Then Moses said to the Israelites, "See, the LORD has chosen Bezalel son of Uri, the son of Hur, of 
the tribe of Judah, 31  and he has filled him with the Spirit of God, with skill, ability and knowledge in all kinds of crafts--
32  to make artistic designs for work in gold, silver and bronze, 33  to cut and set stones, to work in wood and to engage in all 
kinds of artistic craftsmanship. 34  And he has given both him and Oholiab son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan, the ability 
to teach others. 35  He has filled them with skill to do all kinds of work as craftsmen, designers, embroiderers in blue, purple 
and scarlet yarn and fine linen, and weavers--all of them master craftsmen and designers.  
 

___Deuteronomy 6:4-9 4  Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. 5  Love the LORD your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your strength. 6  These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts. 
7  Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie 
down and when you get up. 8  Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. 9  Write them on the 
doorframes of your houses and on your gates. 
 

___Matthew 5:1616  In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your 
Father in heaven. 
 

___Matthew 25:35-40 35  For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to 
drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, 36  I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I 
was in prison and you came to visit me.' 37  "Then the righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry and 
feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? 38  When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing 
clothes and clothe you? 39  When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?' 40  "The King will reply, 'I tell you the 
truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.'  
 

___Mark 4:9 9  Then Jesus said, "He who has ears to hear, let him hear."  
 

___John 15:4-5 4  Remain in me, and I will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. 
Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. 5  "I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in 
him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.  
 

___John 15:8 8  This is to my Father's glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.  
 

___John 15:16-17 16  You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit--fruit that will last. 
Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. 17  This is my command: Love each other. 
 

___Acts 6:2-6 2  So the Twelve gathered all the disciples together and said, "It would not be right for us to neglect the 
ministry of the word of God in order to wait on tables. 3  Brothers, choose seven men from among you who are known to 
be full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this responsibility over to them 4  and will give our attention to prayer and the 
ministry of the word." 5  This proposal pleased the whole group. They chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy 
Spirit; also Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas from Antioch, a convert to Judaism. 6  They presented 
these men to the apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on them.  
 



___Romans 12:4-8 4  Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same 
function, 5  so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. 6  We have different 
gifts, according to the grace given us. If a man's gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his faith. 7  If it is serving, 
let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; 8  if it is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of 
others, let him give generously; if it is leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully. 
 

___1 Corinthians 3:5-9 5  What, after all, is Apollos? And what is Paul? Only servants, through whom you came to believe--
as the Lord has assigned to each his task. 6  I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God made it grow. 7  So neither he 
who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God, who makes things grow. 8  The man who plants and the man who 
waters have one purpose, and each will be rewarded according to his own labor. 9  For we are God's fellow workers; you 
are God's field, God's building. 
 

___1 Corinthians 12:7-26 7  Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. 8  To one there 
is given through the Spirit the message of wisdom, to another the message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, 9  to 
another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, 10  to another miraculous powers, to another 
prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another 
the interpretation of tongues. 11  All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just as 
he determines. 12  The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one 
body. So it is with Christ. 13  For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body--whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free--
and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. 14  Now the body is not made up of one part but of many. 15  If the foot should 
say, "Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body," it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body. 
16  And if the ear should say, "Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body," it would not for that reason cease to 
be part of the body. 17  If the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body were an 
ear, where would the sense of smell be? 18  But in fact God has arranged the parts in the body, every one of them, just as 
he wanted them to be. 19  If they were all one part, where would the body be? 20  As it is, there are many parts, but one 
body. 21  The eye cannot say to the hand, "I don't need you!" And the head cannot say to the feet, "I don't need you!" 22  On 
the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23  and the parts that we think are less 
honorable we treat with special honor. And the parts that are unpresentable are treated with special modesty, 24  while 
our presentable parts need no special treatment. But God has combined the members of the body and has given greater 
honor to the parts that lacked it, 25  so that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal 
concern for each other. 26  If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it.  
 

___1 Corinthians 12:27-30 27  Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. 28  And in the church God 
has appointed first of all apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then workers of miracles, also those having gifts of 
healing, those able to help others, those with gifts of administration, and those speaking in different kinds of tongues. 
29  Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? 30  Do all have gifts of healing? Do all speak in 
tongues? Do all interpret? 
 

___1 Corinthians 12:31 31  But eagerly desire the greater gifts. And now I will show you the most excellent way. 1 
Corinthians 13:1-8,13  1  If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a resounding gong or a 
clanging cymbal. 2  If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that 
can move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 3  If I give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body to the 
flames, but have not love, I gain nothing. 4  Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 
5  It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6  Love does not delight in evil 
but rejoices with the truth. 7  It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 8  Love never fails…. 13  And 
now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.  
 

___2 Corinthians 5:17-20 17  Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! 
18  All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 19  that God 
was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men's sins against them. And he has committed to us the 
message of reconciliation. 20  We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. 
We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God. 
 

___2 Corinthians 13:5 5  Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test yourselves. Do you not realize that 
Christ Jesus is in you--unless, of course, you fail the test? 
 

___Galatians 5:22-23 22  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
23  gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. 
 



___Ephesians 4:11-13,16 11  It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and 
some to be pastors and teachers, 12  to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built 
up 13  until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the 
whole measure of the fullness of Christ…. 16  From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting 
ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.  
 

 
___Ephesians 5:1-4,21-22,25,33 1  Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children 2  and live a life of love, just as 
Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 3  But among you there must not be 
even a hint of sexual immorality, or of any kind of impurity, or of greed, because these are improper for God's holy people. 
4  Nor should there be obscenity, foolish talk or coarse joking, which are out of place, but rather thanksgiving….21  Submit to 
one another out of reverence for Christ. 22  Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord…. 25  Husbands, love your wives, 
just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her… 33  However, each one of you also must love his wife as he 
loves himself, and the wife must respect her husband. 6:1-2,4-7  1  Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 
2  "Honor your father and mother"--which is the first commandment with a promise-- … 4  Fathers, do not exasperate your 
children; instead, bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord. 5  Slaves, obey your earthly masters with 
respect and fear, and with sincerity of heart, just as you would obey Christ. 6  Obey them not only to win their favor when 
their eye is on you, but like slaves of Christ, doing the will of God from your heart. 7  Serve wholeheartedly, as if you were 
serving the Lord, not men,  
 

___1 Timothy 3:1-13 1  Here is a trustworthy saying: If anyone sets his heart on being an overseer, he desires a noble task. 
2  Now the overseer must be above reproach, the husband of but one wife, temperate, self-controlled, respectable, 
hospitable, able to teach, 3  not given to drunkenness, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money. 4  He 
must manage his own family well and see that his children obey him with proper respect. 5  (If anyone does not know how 
to manage his own family, how can he take care of God's church?) 6  He must not be a recent convert, or he may become 
conceited and fall under the same judgment as the devil. 7  He must also have a good reputation with outsiders, so that he 
will not fall into disgrace and into the devil's trap. 8  Deacons, likewise, are to be men worthy of respect, sincere, not 
indulging in much wine, and not pursuing dishonest gain. 9  They must keep hold of the deep truths of the faith with a clear 
conscience. 10  They must first be tested; and then if there is nothing against them, let them serve as deacons. 11  In the 
same way, their wives are to be women worthy of respect, not malicious talkers but temperate and trustworthy in 
everything. 12  A deacon must be the husband of but one wife and must manage his children and his household well. 
13  Those who have served well gain an excellent standing and great assurance in their faith in Christ Jesus.  
 

___Titus 1:5-9 5  The reason I left you in Crete was that you might straighten out what was left unfinished and appoint 
elders in every town, as I directed you. 6  An elder must be blameless, the husband of but one wife, a man whose children 
believe and are not open to the charge of being wild and disobedient. 7  Since an overseer is entrusted with God's work, he 
must be blameless--not overbearing, not quick-tempered, not given to drunkenness, not violent, not pursuing dishonest 
gain. 8  Rather he must be hospitable, one who loves what is good, who is self-controlled, upright, holy and disciplined. 
9  He must hold firmly to the trustworthy message as it has been taught, so that he can encourage others by sound doctrine 
and refute those who oppose it.  
 

___James 3:1 1  Not many of you should presume to be teachers, my brothers, because you know that we who teach will 
be judged more strictly.  
 

___1 Peter 2:9 9  But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may 
declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 
 

___1 Peter 4:8-11 8  Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins. 9  Offer hospitality to 
one another without grumbling. 10  Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully 
administering God's grace in its various forms. 11  If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words of God. 
If anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus 
Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

___1 John 3:16 16  This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our 
lives for our brothers. 
 

___1 John 4:7-8 7  Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of 
God and knows God. 8  Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love.  
 
 


