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Greetings in the Lord!
Written by Pastor Alex
 

We are now in the midst of the season of Advent , a season which

is sadly overlooked by many in our culture because of

commercial juggernaut of “the Christmas season .” Even for

Christians , this season is easily conflated with the joy and

celebration of the birth of Jesus that begins on December 25 .

Advent , however , is a season of penitence and sober

preparation as we await the presence of Jesus at Christmas .

Before we know the joy of Jesus being born by Mary , we must first

reckon with why we need Jesus as God with us . The preaching of

John the Baptist is famously associated

with Advent . He was sent to prepare the way for God to be with

us as Jesus by proclaiming a message of repentance , preparing

those who heard it for for the forgiveness of sins that would be

offered through Jesus . Not unlike the season

of Lent , in Advent we are to focus on repentance as we await

Jesus who comes to bring us hope love joy and peace . As we

prepare our hearts this admin season may we be stirred by the

Holy Spirit to receive just these gifts through Jesus

this Christmas .

 

In the name of our advent Lord Jesus ,

 

Pastor Alex

QUESTIONS?

Feel free to email any
questions regarding
church communications
to April Marque at
aprilmarque@mtoliveluth
eran.com

Dave's Dilemmas: 
A Roskowic Riddle 
Jovial notes from one of your Pastors.

Did Jonah cry when the whale swallowed him?

He thought he was going to blubber, but he didn't.



It ’s hard to wait . 

Children on a car ride want to know “how long until we get there .”

It ’s hard to wait . 

“How long until I graduate?”

It ’s hard to wait . 

“Will I ever find my true love?”

It ’s hard to wait . 

“How long until this pandemic is over and we can get on with our lives?”

It ’s hard to wait . 

 “I can ’t wait until the cancer treatments are done .”

It ’s hard to wait . 

“Why do we have to put up with all the evil in this world?  Why doesn ’t God just bring an end

to it all right now and bring us home?  Why do we have to wait so long for things to get

better?”

In 2 Peter 3 :9 we read “The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise , as some understand

slowness . Instead he is patient with you , not wanting anyone to perish , but everyone to come

to repentance .”  Sometimes it seems like we have to wait so long .  Why can ’t we just be done

with all the bad stuff? 

 But God is not slow , no matter what it seems like to us .  He allows this sinful world and

much bad stuff to continue because he wants no one to perish , he wants everyone to come

to repentance .  He wants everyone to be saved and be with him and us forever in eternity . 

 Whatever we put up with in this short life is quite short compared to the eternity of joy

we will enjoy with Jesus .  

So follow God ’s advice given to us in Psalm 27 :14 .  “Wait for the Lord ; be strong , and let your

heart be courageous . Wait for the Lord .” God will surely come for us . 

It won ’t be long .  Be strong . 

Wait for the Lord .  He is with you now .  Wait for the Lord .  He will come and bring you to be

with him .  

Come quickly , Lord Jesus .  We know that you surely will do just that .

A devotional for the season of waiting
 from Pastor Krause



Joy in the Lord: 
Elf Watch

Enjoy these glimpses into
 the festivity of decorating 

the Sanctuary for Advent!

A Pandemic Christmas Pageant
Knowing how different this year has been and continues to be, I assumed that we would not get
 to experience the time-honored tradition of the children’s Christmas program. How grinchy of 
me! When I learned our children’s ministry had come up with a creative work around, I was 
delighted, then curious to hear what was in the works, and how it would differ from past years. 
So I asked our children’s ministry leader Jeannie Newton to share about this year’s
experience. I hope you enjoy this peek into the resilient joy of our children’s
ministry! -April Marque. Now hear from Jeannie:

Every year, our high school assistant director works with the 8th graders to
help choose the materials.  Normally, we would select a program and begin
planning in July. This year, when the handwriting was on the wall about the
pandemic, we reconvened and went with a Plan B. The girls found a shorter
program that we had purchased years ago. When it first arrived, it was
much shorter than we had wanted so we went another direction, but this
year it lent itself perfectly to adaptation in strange circumstances! Because
it is shorter, it broke up nicely into sections, which opened the possibility of
assigning each one to a family. It feels like the Lord provided that for us!

We had one meeting at church, in person and virtual, and went through
storyline. It’s Christmas around the world. Our little team had one idea after
another. We decided we could have each family film a portion in their home,
each representing a different country. You don’t have the building
excitement of practicing together, so that’s been a little different. But I’ve
been thrilled to see how excited the kids are to plunge in in this new way! 

 Korey Wysocki volunteered to string them together into our virtual
program, and John Schmid volunteered to assist with the technical aspects.
Our assistant director Bella Schmid and Alyssa (Newton) did some beautiful
accompaniment. We brainstormed a few ways to add continuity throughout
the various video components, but you’ll just have to be surprised! There is
scripture throughout- we always make sure that is the main emphasis-so as
long as the Word is going out, the rest is fun and extra. It’s steeped in God’s
word, so we know it will be good because God’s word is good! 

In some ways, things were simplified by not being able to do this all together
in a big group. It’s still a musical, with some individual songs and—thanks to
the power of editing! —a group number. The little ones are still taking part
as well, learning their own words and songs. Our beautiful message is the
same- nothing can change that beautiful message. It’s just a little different
mode of delivery. Something I love about the excitement of the kids: Covid
can’t dampen it! Christmas is still Christmas! I’m really excited to see it all
together!



Thank You from the Youth Group
- A note from Korey Wysocki

Thank you to everyone in the
congregation who supported last
month's Dinner and Desert sale!
With your support we were able
to raise $1000 for Camp
Lutherhaven in Albion, Indiana -
one of the LCMS camp ministries.
Thank you!
 
 

Missions Minute

Each month, the 
Lutheran Bible 
Translators make a
calendar of prayer
requests to sustain
them in their
ministries. Join us in
keeping them in prayer
with this month's LBT
prayer calendar. 

To support our very
own LBT missionaries,
the Federwitz family,
go to
https ://lbt .org/project/da

vid-valerie-federwitz/

Being leaders/facilitators for High
School students during Sunday
morning Education Hour
"Connections"
Prayer & Pizza Nights small group
leaders - help facilitate/guide
discussions and prayer time with
groups of 3-5 students.
"Story tellers" - people willing to
share accounts of how and when you
have seen God's work in your life.
(Stories shared Sunday mornings at
Connections or during Prayer & Pizza
nights.)

If you are interested in plugging in with
the youth group, here are a few current
opportunities for youth ministry: 

 Contact Korey Wysocki with interest!
 



17 or older, or 16 with parental
consent
in good health
at least 110 lbs
have not donated whole blood in 8
weeks or double red cells in 16
weeks
on medicine or have diabetes,
after checking in with the nurses
on hand. 

Who Can Give Blood? You can
probably give blood if you are:

It is strongly recommended that you
drink plenty of fluids, and eat a meal
3-4 before giving blood.
 
 

We had a great success with our
blood drive this summer for the
Rock River Valley Blood Center!
The RRVBC's supply of blood
donations remains critically low.
Now, they are also in need of
blood odnations from those who
have overcome Covid19, as it
contains antibodies useful for
those in critical condition
fighting the disease. So, we are
partnering with them again. Our
upcoming blood drive will take
place on Monday, January 11,
2021 in the Great Room from 2 -
6:30 pm.

If You have any questions about donating blood, you can ask Kathy Schallow or April Marque,
or, call the RRVBC at (815) 965-8751. Here are some common questions and their answers!

How long does it take to give blood? The donation process includes registration , a brief medical

screening , blood collection , and time for refreshments in the canteen .  The entire process usually

takes about one hour and the blood collection segment is usually under 10 minutes .  For apheresis

(automated) collections the entire process is about two hours .

How much blood is taken? Whole blood donations are 500 mL , or approximately one pint. 
How much blood do I have in my body? An individual may have anywhere between eight and

twelve pints , depending on body size . 

What is the universal blood type? Type O negative , occurring in about 9% of the U .S . population , is

the universal blood type and can be transfused to any other blood type .  AB positive , which occurs in

only 4% of the U .S . population , is the universal recipient and can receive blood from any other blood

type .

Why are there blood shortages? Blood centers strive to maintain an optimum inventory level of a

five-day supply ; however , many blood centers in the U .S . often operate with less than a three-day

supply of blood .  Due to unpredictable demands from trauma , surgical , and cancer patients , the

inventory fluctuates daily .

What to know about 

our upcoming blood drive


