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About This Handbook…
When the Holy Spirit brings a person to saving faith in Jesus Christ (be it through infant baptism, reading Scripture,
someone sharing with him or her God’s message, or some other means) the person has been “born again” and is a
Christian. Jesus, through His Spirit now indwells him or her. Jesus lives in that person. (Jn 3:5-6; 2 Cor 5:17;
Gal 2:20; Gal 3:27; 1 Jn 3:1)
Just as a human infant is fully human at birth (really at conception), so a person is fully Christian when s/he is “born
again.” However, just as a human infant, although fully human, is not yet fully developed or mature, so a Christian,
although fully Christian when s/he is “born again” (comes to faith), is not yet fully developed or mature. Jesus lives
in him/her, but Jesus is not yet fully “formed” in him or her.
Developing and maturing as a Christian is a lifelong process. Although we do not become “more Christian” through
this developing and maturing, through this developing and maturing Jesus does become more fully formed in us
(Gal 4:19). As Jesus becomes more fully developed and formed in us, we become increasingly transformed into His
image, His likeness. We do not become more Christian, but we do become more Christ-like. (Ro 12:1-2; 2 Cor 3:18;
1 Jn 3:1-2)
As Jesus increasingly is formed in us, His presence and character are increasingly demonstrated and experienced in
and through us in the fruit of His indwelling presence: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, gentleness,
faithfulness, and self-control (Gal 5:22-23, see also Jn 15:5,8,12,16-17).
To be a disciple is more than being a “believer” who knows salvation through Jesus’ cleansing blood, and it is more
than living by a certain “moral code.” While being a disciple of Christ most certainly includes knowing salvation and
living by a moral code, it is much more than that. To be a disciple is to be a “follower,” and to be a follower of Jesus
is to be a person of mission and in mission, for Jesus is a missionary God. He is a God of mission in mission. This
means we are to be “fishers of men [+ women and children]” (Mt 4:19), to love as Jesus loves (Jn 13:34-35), and to
bear fruit (Jn 15:8). Jesus tells us:
Matthew 4:19 19 "Come, follow me," Jesus said, "and I will make you fishers of men."

John 13:34-35 34 "A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 35 By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another."
John 15:8 8 This is to my Father's glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.
(See also Mt 28:19; Mk 10:44-45; Lk 19:10; Jn 1:14; Jn 3:16-17; Jn 17:15-18; Acts 1:8; Ro 5:7-8; 2 Cor 5:17-20; Gal 6:9-10; Eph
2:8-10; Col 4:5-6; 1 Th 4:9-10; Jas 1:22; Jas 4:17; 1 Jn 3:16-18.)

Public worship, Bible study, and Christian fellowship are important activities meant to feed and nurture discipleship, but they are not the primary evidence of discipleship. The primary evidence of discipleship is seen in and
through the missional lives we live in our daily environments – our regular and natural spheres of influence. It is in
loving (agape) all those we encounter.
Discipleship (being a disciple and discipling others) is the process of Jesus increasingly becoming formed in us and
of our becoming more and more Christ-like (doing what Jesus did and does).

This handbook has been developed and put together to aid in that process. Think of this handbook as a toolbox in
which you have a variety of tools. A carpenter picks and chooses the tool(s) s/he will use depending both upon the
job needing to be done, and, also upon his or her skill level. Individuals and groups using this handbook need to
pick and choose the tools in it that best fits the occasion in which they are using it and the particular participants
involved. There is no “one” way to use the handbook or tools, nor even a “best” way. Pray for guidance and get
creative in your use of the various sections and tools herein – make them work for you!
My prayer is that users of these materials might grow not merely in knowledge, but in discipleship – in their personal relationship with Jesus and in their following Jesus in missional living as they grow in Christlikeness. May God
guide and bless you.
- Bill Cullen
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MAKING COPIES OF TOOLS FOR FAMILY OR GROUP USE
Families or small groups have permission to make copies of any of the tools in this handbook as long as they do not
charge the users of the tools. To make copies of individual tools, an electronic copy of the handbook can be accessed
by going to the website for Mt Olive Lutheran, Rockford, IL (http://mtolivelutheran.com). Hit the “learn + grow” tab,
then hit the “bible study + worship” tab. Scroll down the page to “Personal Study Resources.” From the resources
listed, look for “Discipling Handbook.” Click on the link and print the tool/page(s) you are wanting to use. Users have
permission to edit their personal copy according to their family’s or group’s needs.

All passages in this handbook are taken from the NIV translation of Scripture.)
(Images are all found on the internet and ones which to the best of my knowledge are ones that are free.)
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A Vision for Discipling at Mt Olive – Rockford, IL
+ Equipping Parents and Small Group Leaders to Disciple +
Mt Olive has a three-fold focus in our ministry and for our members’ lives together, summarized in
three “W”s" – Worship, Word, & Witness.


Worship: Public, corporate worship where God reveals Himself, His will and His empowerment through
Word and Sacrament, and we, the gathered body, respond in confession, prayer, praise, and
thanksgiving. (We recognize and encourage private, family, and small group worship as well.)




Word: Individually and corporately, feeding upon God’s Word in Holy Scripture.
Witness: Giving witness to God’s love, and His saving and His restoring grace through our words and our
deeds.

Our VISION is being a church body that is “Family-Focused and Missionally-Driven.” For us this
means (what it looks like and one sees):
Home-Based (Immediate family – biological, step, adopted, foster)
Ideally, discipling is happening primarily in the home as the home provides a structure/laboratory for learning
and practicing the Biblical and confessional tenants of the faith in a loving environment with daily support,
encouragement, correction, and discipline. We encourage families to occasionally include or partner with
another/other family units – e.g., field trip).
Fellowship/Re-creation – enjoying each other and being present with and for each other. (We encourage families occasionally include or partner with another/other family units).

Missional Outreach – bringing God’s love to bear in and on people’s lives in tangible ways, particularly the
lives of those not yet in a relationship with Jesus [Lk 19:10; Col 4:5-6]. (Again, we encourage families occasionally include or partner with another/other family units).

Small Groups / Mentors (Accountability Partner)
In and through small groups and mentors we broaden our family (home) network to extended family members (brothers and sisters in Christ who are not in our immediate family, but with whom we are close and
upon whom we count for additional support, encouragement, etc.).
These groups/mentors most frequently take the form of Bible study groups and missional communities, but
can also take the form of fellowship groups, interest groups, and/or support groups.
We encourage all our small groups to have a “missional” component where they seek to be doers as well as
hearers of the Word.

Public, Corporate Worship of Our Triune God
In our public, corporate worship we come together as family. We come together as our Mt Olive family (and
guests).
In our public, corporate worship we come together to experience our God through Word, Sacrament, and
fellowship, and to celebrate our God’s presence with us in and through prayer, praise, and thanksgiving.
In our public, corporate gatherings we also want to be missionally-minded. We intentionally seek to invite
and welcome guests, and to help our guests not only to hear/learn about our God (Yahweh, the one true
GOD), but to experience our God, and to get to know Him for themselves.
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In the Living of Our Vision, We Strive for:
 A Personal “YADA” (Hebrew: intimately knowing) Relationship with God: Father, Son & Spirit (1 Jn 1:1,14)
 Biblical Knowledge and Understanding (Colossians 3:16; 2 Timothy 3:15-17)
 Confessional Knowledge and Understanding (1 Timothy 4:16)
 Faith Expression – Living a Life Worthy of Our Calling (Ephesians 4:1-2; Col 1:10; John 13:34-35)
 Ethical (Colossians 3:12-14)
 Moral (Romans 12:1-2; Ephesians 5:3-5)
 Service-oriented (Galatians 6:2,9-10; James 1:22; James 2:17; James 4:17; 1 John 3:18)
 Missional (Luke 19:10; John 17:15-18; 2 Corinthians 5:17-20)
Ephesians 4:11-13 11 It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to
be pastors and teachers, 12 to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up
13
until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole
measure of the fullness of Christ.
Deuteronomy 6:6-9 6 These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts. 7 Impress them on your
children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get
up. 8 Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. 9 Write them on the doorframes of your
houses and on your gates.
Micah 6:8 8 He has showed you, O man, what is good. And what does the LORD require of you? To act justly and to love
mercy and to walk humbly with your God.
Ephesians 6:4
Lord.
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Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the training and instruction of the

John 4:23-24 23 Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and
truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. 24 God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and
in truth."

John 4:39-42 39 Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman's testimony, "He told me
everything I ever did." 40 So when the Samaritans came to him, they urged him to stay with them, and he stayed two
days. 41 And because of his words many more became believers. 42 They said to the woman, "We no longer believe just
because of what you said; now we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this man really is the Savior of the world."
John 15:8,12,16-17 8 This is to my Father's glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples. 12 My
command is this: Love each other as I have loved you…. 16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to
go and bear fruit--fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. 17 This is my command:
Love each other.
Acts 5:42 42 Day after day, in the temple courts and from house to house, they never stopped teaching and proclaiming
the good news that Jesus is the Christ.
Acts 20:20 20 You know that I have not hesitated to preach anything that would be helpful to you but have taught you
publicly and from house to house.
Ephesians 3:14-19 14 For this reason I kneel before the Father, 15 from whom his whole family in heaven and on earth
derives its name. 16 I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in
love, 18 may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ,
19
and to know this love that surpasses knowledge--that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.
Colossians 1:28-2928 We proclaim him, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present everyone perfect in Christ. 29 To this end I labor, struggling with all his energy, which so powerfully works in me.
Hebrews 10:24-25 24 And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds.
give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another….

25

Let us not

1 John 3:16,18 16 This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our
lives for our brothers…. 18 Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth.

7

8
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Disciple, Discipling, & Discipleship
Greek Word: μαθητής Transliteration: mathētēs
Learner – Follower
At the time of the writing of the New Testament, Rabbis
(teachers) had disciples (students/followers). A disciple would not
simply learn cognitive information from a Rabbi. A true disciple
would learn to do what his or her Rabbi did, sharing the same
heart, mind, and attitude of the Rabbi.
Being a disciple of Jesus means more than cognitive agreement with or belief in Jesus. It is more than having
affection for Jesus. It is more than being a spectator watching Jesus and others in His employ engage the world
(all people for whom Jesus came and died – 1 Tim 2:4; 1 Jn 2:2). Being a disciple of Jesus is more than being an
enthused fan or a cheerleader of Jesus. It involves more than piety, having a virtuously pure lifestyle. Being a
disciple of Jesus implies activity on our part. It is more about what we DO than it is about what we DON’T DO
(Jn 13:34-35; Gal 5:6; Jas 4:17).
To be a disciple of Jesus, a true follower, one must actually follow. To be a disciple of Christ one must be learning to do what Jesus does and to actively follow Him as He engages in mission, on the mission field, among the
lost, the hurting, and even the rebellious. A true disciple doesn’t merely learn “about” Jesus. A true disciple actually DOES mission and ministry WITH and THROUGH Jesus, with the heart, sensitivity, and demeanor of Jesus
(Jn13:34-35; Jn 15:8,12,16-17).


A disciple is one who is learning to do and who does what his/her teacher does with the same heart and
mind as that of the teacher. (Thankfully Jesus through His Spirit lives in us to live HIS love through us.
Jn 15:5; Eph 3:20; Col 1:29)



Jesus when He calls His disciples, He tells them that they will become “fishers of men [women &
children]” (Mt 4:19).



To be Jesus’ disciples is to be people of mission: following Jesus onto the mission field and ministering to
those He came to seek and to save (Mt 9:10-13; Lk 19:10). We are not truly “followers” following Jesus if we
are not with Jesus on the mission field [be it locally or abroad] doing missional work, be it as an invalid prayer laborer or by rolling up our sleeves for labor.

Jesus tells His disciples that the way people will know that they/we are His disciples is by their/our loving as He
loves (Jn 13:34-35; Jn 15:8,12,16-17). Actively loving people is the defining characteristic of a disciple of Jesus
(1 Cor 13:13; Gal 5:6).

HOW DOES JESUS LOVE ?
He loved by dying for sinners.

(Ro 3:23-25; Ro 5:6-8; 1 Jn 3:16;
1 Jn 4:9-10)

He loves by coming for and
helping/serving the poor,
the sick, the hurting, the disenfranchised, the enslaved.

(Mt 9:11-13; Mt 11:19; Mt 25:35-40; Lk 4:18;
Lk 15:1-7)
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He loves by actively seeking out
the lost.

(Lk 19:10)

HOW DOES JESUS LOVE THROUGH US?


Jesus sends His disciples – you and me – to our families and neighbors (Mk 5:19).



Jesus sends His disciples – you and me – on mission adventures (Mt 10:1-8; Lk 9:1-2; Lk 10:1-3).



Jesus sends His disciples – you and me – into the world to be among and with hurting, needy, sin-filled
people even as He was sent (Jn 1:14; Mt 9:9-13; Mt 11:19; Lk 15:1-7; Jn 17:15-18; Acts 1:8).



Jesus sends His disciples – you and me – to bear much fruit (Jn 15:8).



Jesus sends His disciples – you and me – to be ministers of reconciliation and His ambassadors of love in
the world (2 Cor 5:17-20).



Jesus sends His disciples – you and me – to complete what was lacking in His affliction (Col 1:24-29).



Jesus sends His disciples – you and me – to make disciples – people who will obey Him in everything and
who do what He did and now seeks to do through us (Mt 28:19-20; Jn 17:15-18; Acts 1:8).



As His disciples we are to live lives “worthy of our calling” (Eph 4:1,16; Col 1:10).



Washing feet (Jn 13:12-17).



loving others as He has loved us [sacrificially, unconditionally without limits] (Jn 13:34-35; Mk 10:42-45;
Phil 2:3-8; 1 Jn 3:16; 1 Jn 4:11-12).



Filled with good works (Mt 5:16; Mt 25:35-40; Eph 2:8-10; 2 Tim 3:15-17; Heb 10:24; 1 Jn 3:17-18).



Being kind, tenderhearted and forgiving of all just as He is with us (Eph 4:32).



Making the most of every opportunity (Eph 5:15-16; Gal 6:2,9-10; Col 4:5; Jas 4:17).



Being His witness and giving witness, being ministers of reconciliation (Acts 1:8; Ro 10:14-15,17; 2 Cor 5:1820; 1 Jn 1:1-4).



Loving more and more and more (1 Th 4:9-10; 1 Cor 13:4-8; 1 Cor 16:14).



Having as a special concern: our language (Mt 12:36-37; Eph 4:29; Col 4:6; Jas 1:19,22,26)
(see Appendix VII, pages 104-106 for all the Bible passages listed above)

12

Goals and Objectives
Paul writes in Galatians 4:19 “My dear children, for whom I am again in the pains of childbirth until Christ is
formed in you.” This handbook is meant to be a toolbox full of tools for its readers to use as the Holy Spirit
moves to “form Christ” in them. See also…
12

Ephesians 4:12-13
to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 13 until
we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature,
attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.

28

Colossians 1:28
We proclaim him, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present everyone perfect in Christ.

2 Timothy 3:15-17
and how from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise
for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17 so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.
15

While each tool has the general purpose of aiding in Jesus’ formation in us, each can all be used in a variety of
ways and in a variety of settings with a variety of people for more specific purposes. Users of the tools need to
assess their specific situation, audience, and setting, along with their specific goal/objective and then choose
the most appropriate tool(s) for the task at hand (e.g., a sledgehammer can be used to knock down a wall or to
drive in a stake, a screwdriver might be used to tighten or loosen a screw or as a wedge or pry bar).
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Suggestions on How One Might Use This Handbook
The handbook (toolbox) is divided into six sections, plus appendix. Within each section there are a
variety of tools from which to choose. Choose a tool or several tools within a section that is appropriate for what you are wanting to accomplish (your specific objective/goal) with the individual(s) or the
group with whom you are working in your particular setting at your particular time. You may choose
to limit yourself to using only one of the sections or you may choose to use multiple sections. Make it
work for you.

SECTION ONE
Sharing & Asking Questions
In this section there are five tools. These tools can be valuable in serving as a basis for setting goals.
1. A Life Journey In & With Jesus: A Personal Assessment Guide: This tool is designed to help people
do a self-assessment of their relationship with Jesus and their level of spiritual maturity. It is intended
to lead both to some short term and to some long-term goals. Goals should challenge us, but not
overwhelm us. They should be realistic.
2. Issues In My Life: This is another tool for doing some personal assessment. This tool begins to get
specific, honing people in on specific issues. To encourage transparency, it is important that the group
be non-judgmental and has a level of trust When used in a family or group setting, It can be a good
companion tool to use with the tool “Strengths In My Life.”
3. Strengths in My Life: Once again, this is a personal assessment tool. As we seek to “carry one another’s burdens and so fulfill the law of Christ” (Gal 6:2), it is a good companion tool to use with the
tool “Issues In My Life.” Your strengths can help someone who struggles.
4. Questions for Asking & Sharing: This tool is meant to get people sharing and help us know what is
going on in one another’s lives. There are many ways to use this tool. One fun way is to have people
read through the questions and choose one or two they want to answer themselves and one question
they want to ask someone else in the group to answer. If you choose this idea, make sure everyone
gets asked a question and that no one gets asked more than one question by others in the group.
5. Whom Would You Choose: This tool can be used both for personal assessment and as a tool to
affirm others.
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SECTION TWO
A Potpourri of Bible Basics
This section is simply a potpourri of some basic information and thoughts. It can be helpful in
providing disciples and disciplers with some basic information as they seek to nurture and to be
nurtured as disciples. It might be seen as a “Good to know” section enabling people to navigate the
other sections in more meaningful ways.

SECTION THREE
Bible Study & Sharing Options
This section includes nine different tools to encourage participants to engage with Scripture and
share God’s working in and through their lives. (The * tools are personal favorites of Bill Cullen.)
1. *Come and Follow Me: This tool is easily useable for any portion(s) of Scripture. The top half
pushes participants to dig into the Scriptures, the bottom half strives to make Scripture very personal. The halves can be used together, or they can be used independent of one another.
2. Diggin’ In—Diggin’ Deep: This tool is for in-depth, inductive Bible study (examining the data,
the particulars, minus biases) and makes use of the 5 “W”s: Who? What? When? Where? Why? +
How?
3. Me & My Bible: This tool can be used either for personal or small group study. While it isn’t a
necessary part, one thing that can really enrich the study is for users of this tool to do the journaling at the conclusion of the study.
4. Getting Personal With the Scriptures: This tool is an abbreviated variation of the above studies.
5. More Options for Bible Study: This tool is designed for when one wants to address a particular
issue, topic, or theme. (See also Groome’s “Shared Praxis” model in the Appendix on page 93.)
6. What Do the Scriptures Say: This tool leads participants to study Scripture in relationship to the
person of Jesus and His role(s) and in studying Scripture through the lens of Law and Gospel.
7. *Being Missional: This tool makes use of Greg Finke’s and Dave Luecke’s missional questions
and is designed to lead participants into missional living.
8. Family Page: While this tool can be meaningfully used with people of all ages, it is particularly
designed as a tool for families with young children in mind. It can easily be used as a teaching tool
to help people learn some basic Bible stories as well as the Church year.
9. *Iron Sharpens Iron: This is a tool for people in a mentoring relationship. It can be used to encourage and challenge one another as they strive together to grow as Jesus’ disciples. Each time
they get together, participants will want to pick and choose what questions they want to use.
15

SECTION FOUR
Words to Live By - Select Bible Verses
These are some of Bill Cullen’s favorite or most meaningful Bible passages (meant to cover a wide
range of faith and nurture). Participants will not want to consider all the passages listed in one setting.
Some options for choosing the passages participants might want to consider: (Begin with having an
objective of some sort.)


Choose a couple pages of the passages where each participant is asking “What is God
particularly wanting me to hear today?”



Choose sections like (1) All the Old Testament passages. (2) All the passages from
Matthew, etc.



Choose all the passages that deal with a particular topic – e.g., “authority” or “witnessing.”

If you are doing a topical study, the leader/facilitator might select verses ahead of time for the participates to consider, OR participants might be asked during the study to find verses from the passages
listed that they believe relate to the topic, and, then as a group study the selected verses.
Any one of the first six study guides in SECTION THREE could be used as a guide for studying the selected passages.

SECTION FIVE
Luther’s Small Catechism
Martin Luther wrote his Small Catechism as a tool for parents to teach their children the basic tenants
of the Christian faith. The Small Catechism can prove a helpful tool for us as we reflect upon living a
life of discipleship. An example would be:


Using the Ten Commandments and Luther’s explanation of them as a daily reminder of
what a life of discipleship looks like. They can also serve as a tool for self-examination,
personal confession, and daily repentance.



Reviewing and reflecting upon the Apostles’ Creed and its meaning can be a great source
of encouragement, inspiring us to trust in God for all He is and all He does. It serves as
food for our faith and inspires the living out of our faith.



Reviewing and reflecting upon the Lord’s Prayer with Luther’s explanation can help us
pray the prayer thoughtfully, rather than merely reciting the prayer mindlessly.



Regularly reviewing what Luther writes regarding the Sacraments can keep the Sacraments and their significance a constant force in our lives through which we experience
and enjoy God’s daily renewal and empowerment.



The Office of the Keys can help keep us living authentic lives. Through “confession” we
remove our masks and acknowledge who we are “in self.” Then through God’s
“absolution” (forgiveness), we acknowledge, experience, and enjoy afresh who we are “in
Christ.”
16

SECTION SIX
Cartoons & Images
These cartoons and images can be a great, non-threatening, and fun tool to get people to open up
and to talk about themselves and their lives. Have people peruse the cartoons and images looking for
one(s) with which they in some way identify:
1) a cartoon/image that characterizes their life this past week?
2) a cartoon/image that characterizes how they feel about themselves at this time?
3) a cartoon/image that characterizes their conscious relationship with Jesus during the
past week?
4) Other questions of your choosing...
You might give them freedom to choose from any of the cartons/images or you might want to limit
their choices of cartoons/images to specific pages. You can learn a lot about what a person is currently thinking and feeling from their choices.

APPENDIX
Appendix I: Contains some thoughts about education in general and Christian education and Bible
study in particular. They are thoughts that can be “good to know” and/or “good to keep in mind” as
one thinks about the purposes of Christian education and bible study. Page 93 also shares Dr. Thomas
Groome’s model for pursuing Christian education.
Appendix II: Exegesis vs. Eisegesis – Provides definition and explains the purpose and value of each.
Appendix III: A thoughtful poem on the masks people tend to wear and the value and struggle we encounter as we strive to take them off. It serves as an encouragement to be real with each other and
to embrace one another with God’s agape love.
Appendix IV: Understanding Traditional Lutheran Worship: Brief explanation of traditional Lutheran
worship.
Appendix V and Appendix VI : Thoughts for evangelism and faith sharing.
Appendix VII: The Bible passages for "Disciple, Discipling, & Discipleship".

17

18

SECTION ONE
ASSESSMENTS, QUESTIONS,
& SHARING
In this section there are five tools.
These tools can be valuable in serving as a basis for setting goals.
1. A Life Journey In & With Jesus: A Personal Assessment Guide: This tool is designed to help
people do a self-assessment of their relationship with Jesus and their level of spiritual maturity.
It is intended to lead both to some short term and to some long-term goals. Goals should challenge us, but not overwhelm us. They should be realistic.
2. Issues In My Life: This is another tool for doing some personal assessment. This tool begins
to get specific, honing people in on specific issues. To encourage transparency, it is important
that the group be non-judgmental and has a level of trust When used in a family or group
setting, It can be a good companion tool to use with the tool “Strengths In My Life.”
3. Strengths in My Life: Once again, this is a personal assessment tool. As we seek to “carry one
another’s burdens and so fulfill the law of Christ” (Gal 6:2), it is a good companion tool to use
with the tool “Issues In My Life.” Your strengths can help someone who struggles.
4. Questions for Asking & Sharing: This tool is meant to get people sharing and help us know
what is going on in one another’s lives. There are many ways to use this tool. One fun way is to
have people read through the questions and choose one or two they want to answer themselves
and one question they want to ask someone else in the group to answer. If you choose this idea,
make sure everyone gets asked a question and that no one gets asked more than one question
by others in the group.
5. Whom Would You Choose: This tool can be used both for personal assessment and as a tool
to affirm others.

Users of these materials are encouraged to journal their struggles and progress.
Journaling can be a helpful motivational activity as well as a valuable learning tool.

19
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A LIFE JOURNEY IN AND WITH JESUS
A Personal Assessment
In the Beatitudes Jesus says, “Blessed are those who hunger and
thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled” (Matthew 5:6 – NIV).
1 Corinthians 1:30 (NIV) says: “It is because of him that you are in
Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God--that is, our
righteousness, holiness and redemption.” In a very real sense Jesus
is our righteousness and to hunger and thirst for righteousness is
to hunger and thirst for Jesus. (This assessment is meant to lead to
goal setting (see #4).
Discussion/Sharing Questions:
1)

How would you describe your relationship with Jesus?
a. How would you describe your hunger and thirst for Jesus (e.g., parched, refreshed, satisfied)?
b. How would you like to grow spiritually? Explain.
c. How have you grown in your faith and faith expression in the past year? …in the past five
years?
ii. What has been significant in contributing to that growth? What tends to feed and nurture your relationship with Jesus?
iii.

2)

What has been significant in undermining growth? What tends to interfere with your
relationship with Jesus?

Ephesians 4:1 and Colossians 1:10 tell us we are to live lives “worthy of our calling.”
a. What does it mean to you for a person to actively practice and live his or her faith?
b. For you personally, what does it mean and/or look like to live a life “worthy of your calling”?

3)

Do you see yourself as being on a path walking with/in Jesus and moving toward greater spiritual
maturity”? Explain.
a. If you are on a “path toward spiritual maturity,” how would you describe the path and where
on that path do you see yourself? Again, explain.
b. To what extent are you prone to taking detours from the path to maturity?
i.

To what extent are the detours distractions, keeping you from reaching the goal of maturity?

ii. To what extent do the detours add richness, flavor, and bouquet to your spiritual life?
c. Have you or to what extent are you prone to plateau out (settle) on your faith journey?
4) Jesus invites us and tells us in Matthew 4:19 “Come follow Me and I will make you fishers of
men.” What does your life in and with Jesus look like? What spiritual growth goals do you have
for the month? …for the next six months? …for the year?
5) “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness. They will be filled.” How are you and/
or how might you be or get filled with Jesus? What can/will you do to accomplish your goals (#4)?
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ISSUES IN MY LIFE
Prioritize (and share?) the following as to how big of an issue/struggle it is in your life: #1 = biggest
issue, #2 = second biggest issue, etc. The more honest you are with yourself and with your group,
the more helpful this inventory will be for you. (Companion piece for the “Strengths in My Life” assessment – next page) Users of this tool and its companion tool are encouraged to regularly journal
about issue and strengths in their lives – the struggles they are experiencing and the successes they
are enjoying.
1. ___ I struggle with knowing and believing that I am really forgiven for all of my sins.
2. ___ I struggle with forgiving others, specifically:

___ my siblings

___ other relatives

___ parents

___ certain friends

___ other _____________

3. ___ I really don't like myself.
4. ___ I know people I can't stand.
5. ___ I gossip about people and/or say and do unkind things.
6. ___ I swear and/or tell off-color jokes and stories.
7. ___ I lust after member(s) of the opposite sex (or same sex).
8. ___ I am undisciplined in my schoolwork.
9. ___ I am disrespectful to my parents and/or other authority figures.
10. ___ I feel distant from God.
11. ___ I have a hard time putting others and their interest before those of myself.
12. ___ I don't have much of a devotional life in my relationship with God.
13. ___ I am biblically illiterate.
14. ___ I am lonely a lot.
15. ___ I smoke, ___ drink alcohol excessively, ___ do drugs.
16. ___ I engage in sex outside of marriage.
17. ___ I try too hard to be a people pleaser.

18. ___ I have a poor sense of stewardship regarding:___ my time ___ my talents ___ my treasures.
19. ___ I struggle with God's will for my life, my calling.
20. ___ I fail to give witness to my faith in Jesus to my friends: ___ in word

___ in deed.

Choose three of the above that you want to intentionally work on improving over the next six
months.
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STRENGTHS IN MY LIFE
Prioritize (and share?) the following as to how much of a strength it is in your life: #1 = greatest
strength, #2 = second greatest strength, etc. (Companion piece for the “Issues in My Life” assessment is found on the previous page) Users of this tool and its companion tool are encouraged to
regularly journal about issue and strengths in their lives – the struggles they are experiencing and
the successes they are enjoying.
1. ___ I know and fully believe that I am really forgiven for all of my sins.
2. ___ I am very forgiving of others, specifically:
___ my siblings

___ other relatives

___ parents

___ certain friends

___other _____________

3. ___ I like myself.
4. ___ I truly like and enjoy everyone I know.
5. ___ I carefully watch what I say to and about others so as to always be putting the best
construction on everything and build people up.
6. ___ I never swear and/or tell off-color jokes and stories.
7. ___ I have only the purest of thought and behavior toward member(s) of the opposite sex.
8. ___ I am disciplined in my schoolwork and/or my job.
9. ___ I am always respectful to my parents and/or other authority figures.
10. ___ I feel close to God.
11. ___ I almost always put others and their interest before those of myself.
12. ___ I have a great devotional life in my relationship with God.
13. ___ I am quite knowledgeable of the bible.
14. ___ I hardly ever feel lonely.
15. ___ I am never even tempted to smoke, ___ drink alcohol excessively, ___ do drugs.
16. ___ I have no desire to engage in sex outside marriage.
17. ___ People’s opinion of me is important, but not too important.

18. ___ I practice good stewardship regarding: ___ my time ___ my talents ___ my treasures.
19. ___ I know and am actively pursuing God's will for my life, my calling.
20. ___ At every opportunity I give witness to my faith in Jesus to my friends:__ in word __ in deed.
•

What advice/help might you give to someone who is struggling in the area of your #1, #2
or #3 strength? (Think of the people who have “issues” in areas of your “strengths.)

•

Where in the Scriptures can you find support for your advice?
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QUESTIONS FOR ASKING & SHARING
(From questions below, weekly select the questions you want to use. Get creative in your use of this tools.)

1)

Which of the Bible passages you read this week is especially important to you at this time?
Explain.

2)

On a scale of 1 to 10 (1 = poor; 10 = excellent) rate your spiritual life and faith expression
(remember your goal(s)) over the past week. Explain.

3)

When during the past week did you feel closest to God? Explain.

4)

When during the past week did you feel most distance from God? Explain.

5)

With what temptations did you struggle? Explain.

6)

What was driven home to you through your devotional readings this week (conviction, challenge, comfort, affirmation, inspiration, empowerment, etc.)? Explain.

7)

Where, when, and how have you experienced death and resurrection this past week? Explain.

8)

Where do you need to experience death and resurrection? Explain.

9)

Share a personal need, a need in an area of your ministry responsibility and a need in our
community outside of the church.

10) On a scale of 1 to 10 rate how things are going in and with your family at this time. Explain.
11) If you could achieve one change in yourself, what would it be? . . . in your family? . . . in our
congregation? . . . in our community? . . . in our country? . . . in the world? Explain.
12) What do you feel you need from God at this time? Explain.
13) What in your life makes you want to cry? ...to smile? ...to laugh? Explain.
14) If God promised to grant you any one request, what would you request? Explain.
15) Who is someone at this time for whom you would like to especially thank God?
16) Without breaking a confidence or violating the 8th commandment, who is someone for
whom you have a special concern? Explain.
17) Who will you intentionally seek to affirm and encourage this week?
18) If Jesus were to whisper in your ear a special message specially for you at this time, what do
you think He would whisper?
19) What is something you appreciate about each person here (a way you can see Jesus alive
and working in him or her)?
24

20) How would you complete the sentence: “ If I were to compare my spiritual life at this time to
sports, I am...
___suiting up
___waiting for the game to start
___trying to figure out the play
book

___at half-time / in the locker
room

___on the injury list
___playing "catch up"

___sitting on the bench

___other _________________

___giving it all I've got

21) Complete the sentence: “As a Christian the biggest obstacle or hurdle I need to work on is…
___ keeping in shape spiritually

___ sticking to my convictions

___ learning the basics

___ feeling like I've failed

___ consistency

___ desire / dedication

___ fear of missing out on

something
___ other _________________

22) Complete one or more of the following (three time): “What I want/need from…”
my parents/children is...

my friends/colleagues is…

God is...

my spouse/siblings is...

this group is...

myself is...

23) Complete one or more of the following (three time): “I can and will give to…”
my parents/children is...

my friends/colleagues is…

God is...

my spouse/siblings is...

this group is...

myself is...

24) Before we leave today what is one thing you would like to say? . . . to ask? . . . to have us discuss?
25) What spiritual or faith expression goal(s) do you want to set for t his week?
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WHOM WOULD YOU CHOOSE?
1) If you had to pick one person from our group for each of the following situations, whom would
you pick and why?
__________ Trouble: You are in trouble and need someone to talk to at 3:00 am.
__________ Loan: You need a quick loan--no questions asked.
__________ Friend: You need a friend to accompany you around the world.
__________ Business Partner: You have an idea for making money and need a partner.
__________ Shopping: You need someone to go shopping with.
__________ Backpacking: You need someone for a 7-day wilderness hike.
__________ Tragedy: You need someone to stand by you when the whole world crashed in on you.
__________ Best Man/Maid of Honor: You need someone to stand up for you when you get married.

2) With which of the following Biblical characters do you most identify and with which Biblical
character do you most identify each person here?
Ruth - Caring, loyal, always putting others before yourself.
David - Very loving and forgiving because you know how very much God has forgiven you.
Daniel - Loyal to God above all else. Willing to endure any persecution to honor His name.
Mary the mother of Jesus - Seeks to do the will of God above all else, even at the danger of personal embarrassment.
Peter - The rock, strong, courageous, dependable.
John the Beloved - Constantly giving, showing love, and discovering the best in everyone.
Thomas - Although you have many questions and doubts you are totally committed to the Lord
with a sincere love.
Andrew - More of a doer than a talker. In quiet ways constantly bringing people to Jesus.
Mary Magdalene - Constantly changing and growing with real inner beauty.
Widow with a Mite - Giving all you have and doing it with joy.
The Rich Young Man - You are afraid to completely commit yourself to God and give over everything to Him.
The Prodigal Son - You have really strayed away but have now returned and have discovered
the love and care of God.
Paul - Bold in witness and proclamation of the faith.
Barnabas - Person behind the scenes who makes things happen. Strong supporter and encourager.
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SECTION TWO
A POTPOURRI OF BIBLE BASICS
This section is simply a potpourri of some basic information and thoughts. It can be helpful in
providing disciples and disciplers with some basic information as they seek to nurture and to be
nurtured as disciples. It might be seen as a “Good to know” section enabling people to navigate
the other sections in more meaningful ways.

27

28

BIBLE BASICS
39 OT Books + 27 NT Books = 66 Books

Old Testament
Genesis
Exodus
Leviticus
Numbers
Deuteronomy
Joshua
Judges
Ruth
1 Samuel
2 Samuel
1 Kings
2 Kings
1 Chronicles
2 Chronicles

Ezra
Nehemiah
Esther
Job
Psalms
Proverbs
Ecclesiastes
Song of Songs
Isaiah
Jeremiah
Lamentations
Ezekiel
Daniel
Hosea
Joel
Amos
Obadiah
Jonah

Micah
Nahum
Habakkuk
Zephaniah
Haggai
Zechariah
Malachi
New Testament
Matthew
Mark
Luke
John
Acts
Romans
1 Corinthians
2 Corinthians
Galatians
Ephesians

Philippians
Colossians
1 Thessalonians
2 Thessalonians
1 Timothy
2 Timothy
Titus
Philemon
Hebrews
James
1 Peter
2 Peter
1 John
2 John
3 John
Jude
Revelation

LAW & GOSPEL
Law = What God expects and demands.
The Law in one word is LOVE. Jesus breaks down the Law of Love into two commandments –
Love God & Love Others. Matthew 22:37-40.
The Ten Commandments basically merely describes what love for God (Commandments #1 - #3) and
love for others (Commandments #4- - #10) practically looks like. (John 13:34-35; Romans 13:8-10; 1
Corinthians 13:4-8; 1 Corinthians 16:14; Galatians 5:13-14; Colossians 3:12-14; 1 Thessalonians 4:910; James 2:8; 1 John 3:16-18; 1 John 3:23; 1 John 4:7-21)

Three uses of the Law:


A Curb - As a curb it sets protective boundaries to curb us and to steer us away from our selfish,
self-centered, and destructive nature and tendencies. (1 Timothy 1:8-10)



A Mirror - As a mirror it shows us ourselves, exposing our sin and our desperate need for a
Savior. (Romans 7:7-13; Galatians 3:24)



A Guide - As a guide the Law tastes good as it teaches us and guides us into God’s loving truths.
(Psalm 19:7-11; Psalm 119:105; Proverbs 3:5-6; John 15:9-12)
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Gospel = What God does.
He loves, He is merciful, He is forgiving, He bestows grace – John 3:16-17; Romans 3:23-25; Romans
5:6-8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; 1 John 2:2; 1 John 3:16; 1 John 4:9-10.
Grace in an acrostic: God’s Riches At Christ’s Expense = GRACE.
One way to understand Grace:


Justice = Getting what we deserve (punishment, damnation, etc.) Romans 3:23.



Mercy = Not getting what we deserve. Not getting punished.



Grace = Getting what we don’t deserve. Instead of getting the punishment we deserve, we get
blessings we don’t deserve. Romans 6:23; 2 Corinthians 5:21; Galatians 2:16 & 21;
Philippians 3:9.

Three Uses of the Gospel:


Invitation – The Gospel invites us to take off the masks behind which we hide and to be real
with God, with others, and with ourselves; not in order to be loved and forgiveness, but in order
that we might fully experience and enjoy the love and forgiveness that is already ours in and
through Christ. 1 John 1:7-9.



Assurance – As we look into the mirror of the Law and as the reality of our sin is exposed to
us, God in His Gospel assures us that in spite of our sin, we are still deeply loved. We are forgiven through Jesus’ atoning sacrifice, and we are made new. Jeremiah 31:3; Romans 3:24-25; Romans 5:6-8; Romans 8:38-39; 2 Corinthians 5:17 & 21; 1 John 2:2.



Empowerment – The Gospel awakens us to the power we possess as Jesus now indwells us
through His Spirit. It is the power to resist the temptations of our human nature to sin, and the
power to live fruitful lives of loving service worthy of our calling as Christ’s redeemed people.
John 15:4-5; Romans 6:3-13; 1 Corinthians 10:13; Galatians 2:20; Galatians 3:27; Galatians 5:1625; Ephesians 3:20; Ephesians 4:1; 2 Peter 1:3-9.
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MARKS OF TRANSFORMATION &
SPIRITUAL MATURITY
A Mature Christian Is...
†

One who experiences/enjoys daily death and resurrection in, with, and through Jesus.
Romans 6:3-4; 1 Corinthians 15:31; 2 Corinthians 5:17; Galatians 2:20

†

Characterized by a life of love.
John 13:34-35; 1 Corinthians 16:14; Galatians 5:6; 1 Thessalonians 4:9-10

†

Confessing, transparent, real, and authentic, secure in the love and forgiveness of God.
Jeremiah 31:3; John3:16; Romans 5:8; 1 John 1:7-9; 1 John 2:2

†

Treats others as God treat’s her/him.
Ephesians 4:32, 1 John 3:16-18; 1 John 4:7-16, 19

†

One who seeks to serve rather than be served.
Mark 10:42-45; Galatians 5:13-14; Galatians 6:1-2,9-10; Philippians 2:3-8

†

A sent/commissioned person, utilizing his/her God-given gifts.
John 17:15-18; Acts 1:8; Philippians 2:12-13; 1 Timothy 4:14; 2 Timothy 1:6-7

†

Constantly replenished through the Word, Sacraments, and Christian fellowship.
1 Corinthians 11:23-26; Galatians 3:27; Colossians 2:6-7; Colossians 3:16; 2 Timothy 3:15-17; Hebrews 10:23-25

†

One who makes the most of every opportunity.
Galatians 6:9-10; Ephesians 5:15-16; Colossians 4:5

†

Constantly growing, maturing.
Ephesians 4:11-13; Philippians 3:12-16; Hebrews 6:1-3

†

Totally dependent and reliant on Jesus.
John 15:5; Philippians 4:13

Hebrews 12:2 (NIV) 2 Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter
of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its
shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.
1 John 4:9-12 (NIV) 9 This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into
the world that we might live through him. 10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us
and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also
ought to love one another. 12 No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us,
and his love is made complete in us.
Ephesians 2:10 (NIV) 10 For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works,
which God prepared in advance for us to do.
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Bill Cullen’s Personal Mission Statement
•

To daily die to self, that Jesus might manifest Himself in and through me.

•

To grow each day in my relationship with Jesus my Savior and in my service to people.

•

To maintain a servant lifestyle where the needs and wellbeing of others come before my own.

•

To be used each day by the Holy Spirit to draw people into and educate people for a saving
and ever transforming relationship with Jesus Christ which manifest itself in loving Christian
servanthood and witness.
(3/31/98)

Love Statement by Bill Cullen
Love is not always being happy with someone or liking and/or approving of everything a person does.
Love is not so much a feeling as much as it is a commitment resulting in action. In love I accept you as
a person of unique worth and importance. I accept you as you are, and I accept you regardless of your
past and regardless of whether or not you ever change. I accept you because you are, because you are
YOU and that YOU is SPECIAL!
In my love for you, however, I commit myself to you in such a way that I invite you to change not so
that I will be able to love you more (you have all my love now and you will not be able to lose it), rather it is because I love you that I invite you to change, to grow, that you might more fully experience
all the beauty and the uniqueness of the YOU that God has created and redeemed you to be. In all of
this, whether you change or not, or even if you should change in ways that I perceive to be bad, I
promise to love you. I commit myself to you, to be here for you and to be whatever you need me to
be. I promise to reflect back to you your own best self- image.
Do I love you? YES, yes, I LOVE YOU! (1979)

God’s Math by Bill Cullen
me + JESUS = More than enough – If Jesus is in the equation, there is always more than enough
(1985)
Love/Humility Can Both Be Defined As…
Self-forgetfulness in Other-thoughtfulness (1983)
YADA
Knowing God – Intimately, experientially! Very personal, but not private!
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God Reveals
Revelation
Scripture

Dogma
Doctrine

Local Preaching
and Teaching

Personal Belief
While “I BELIEVE” Scripture is infallible; all that follow (interpretations) are not. The further removed
from Scripture, the more room there is for error and distortions. It is possible, however, on any given
point, a “personal belief” of an individual, based on and flowing out of Scripture, might be more accurate than a particular local teaching, doctrinal statement of a denomination, or even a dogma.
Thus, it is possible a “personal belief” could be a correcting influence on a teaching, doctrine, or dogma (e.g., from a Protestant perspective: Luther and the Reformation).
© Bill Cullen, 1994
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SECTION THREE
SOME BIBLE STUDY OPTIONS
This section includes nine different tools to encourage participants to engage with Scripture and
share God’s working in and through their lives. (The * tools are personal favorites of Bill Cullen.)
1. *Come and Follow Me: This tool is easily useable for any portion(s) of Scripture. The top half
pushes participants to dig into the Scriptures, the bottom half strives to make Scripture very personal. The halves can be used together, or they can be used independent of one another.
2. Diggin’ In—Diggin’ Deep: This tool is for in-depth, inductive Bible study (examining the data,
the particulars, minus biases) and makes use of the 5 “W”s: Who? What? When? Where? Why? +
How?
3. Me & My Bible: This tool can be used either for personal or small group study. While it isn’t a
necessary part, one thing that can really enrich the study is for users of this tool to do the journaling at the conclusion of the study.
4. Getting Personal With the Scriptures: This tool is an abbreviated variation of the above studies.
5. What Do the Scriptures Say: This tool leads participants to study Scripture in relationship to the
person of Jesus and His role(s) and in studying Scripture through the lens of Law and Gospel.
6. More Options for Bible Study: This tool is designed for when one wants to address a particular
issue, topic, or theme. (See also Groome’s “Shared Praxis” model in the Appendix on page 93.)
7. *Being Missional: This tool makes use of Greg Finke’s and Dave Luecke’s missional questions
and is designed to lead participants into missional living.
8. Family Page: While this tool can be meaningfully used with people of all ages, it is particularly
designed as a tool for families with young children in mind. It can easily be used as a teaching tool
to help people learn some basic Bible stories as well as the Church year.
9. *Iron Sharpens Iron: This is a tool for people in a mentoring relationship. It can be used to encourage and challenge one another as they strive together to grow as Jesus’ disciples. Each time
they get together, participants will want to pick and choose what questions they want to use.
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God Seeks to Make a CASE
Through Scripture God Seeks to… (2 Timothy 3:15-17)
(make/birth—teach—rebuke—correct—train)

CASE = Convict us of our sin
Assure us of His grace and forgiveness
Stretch us for growth (transformation)
Empower us for action

Bill Cullen’s Goals in and for Bible study:
Participants experience the presence and touch of God.
Participants leave wanting to return.

Participants leave wanting to respond to God’s touch.
Participants experience being a part of the Body of Christ.
Participants gain some sort of Biblical knowledge and/or insight.
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Come Follow Me
Underline or highlight words you find particularly significant in the passages.
As they apply, complete the sentence stems below: (feel free to be selective).
1. The audience addressed & the context of the passage suggest (both historically and within the chapter)
2. A common denominator that seems to run through many of the passages is….
3. A related or some related Scripture passage(s) that come to mind are….
4. These passages seem to align or not align with the historical teaching of the church in regard to…

5. These passages seem to align or not align with contemporary society’s thinking in regard to…
6. These passages would have me understand my vocation of loving my neighbor to mean….
7. A new or renewed thought for me is….
8. In at least one verse, something I found to be unique, surprising and/or challenging is….
9. As I reflect upon these passages, a question I have is….
10. If God is serious here and means for me to take these passages seriously,….
11. In light of these passages “living a life worthy of my calling/vocation” means….
12. In the light of what God is telling/showing me in these passages I think, feel, and/or believe….
13. In and by the empowering grace of God I will….
If through a passage you feel God… (explain).
convicting you, ------------------------------------------------------- mark it “C”.
disturbing you, ------------------------------------------------------- mark it “D”.
inspiring or challenging you, -------------------------------------- mark it “I”.
forgiving and/or comforting you, -------------------------------- mark it “F.”
guiding you, giving you direction, ------------------------------- mark it “G”.
sending or commissioning you for mission or service, ----- mark it “S”.

To/for whom or what are you being sent _________________
empowering you, ---------------------------------------------------- mark it “E”.
The passage that is the most meaningful for you today --- mark it *.

“The Bible is alive, it speaks to me; it has feet, it runs after me; it has
hands, it lays hold of me." – Martin Luther
“Speak Lord, Your servant is listening.” (1 Samuel 3:10)
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Diggin’ In — Diggin’ Deep

What? – What does it say?
So What? – What does it mean?
Now What? – What does it mean to and for me as I respond?
What? & So What? (The following questions have interplay between them and will not always flow in a
sequential order. Every question is not appropriate for every biblical text. Choose the questions for
the text(s) you are studying.)

The 5-W’s: Who? What? When? Where? Why?

+ How?

WHO?


Who are the players in the passage(s)? What do you know about them?



Who is the immediate audience in the passage(s)? What do you know about them?



Who is the passage(s) written to and for back then? What do you know about them?



Who are the readers today? What do you know about them? What similarities and what
differences do you detect and what significance, if any, do the differences hold for us today?



How was and is the passage(s) being understood and received then and now?

WHAT?


What is the situation the passage(s) addresses?



What are the particulars involved?



What do we know about the culture and beliefs of the people involved?



Compare and contrast the situation being addressed in the passage(s) with situations we
might face and are facing today?



What is included? What is not included or mentioned? What does this suggest?



What seems to be the main point(s) of the passage(s)?



What is God wanting the players in the passage(s) to think? …feel? …belief? …value? …do?



What is God wanting the reader of the passage(s) to think? …feel? …belief? …value? …do?



What is Satan wanting the players in the passage(s) to think? …feel? …belief? …value? …do?



What is Satan wanting the reader of the passage(s) to think? …feel? …belief? …value? …do?



What are some other Scripture passages that could provide insight and perspective?
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WHEN?


What year? …century? …season? …day of the week? …time of the day? does the passage(s) cover?



What significance do any of these hold for the writer? …for the reader?



What else is going on in the world? …in the country? …in the surrounding countries? In the lives of
people when the passage(s) was written?



What implications does the (passage(s) have for our century and our time?

WHERE?


Where is the passage(s) written and where do the events of the passage(s) take place.



What are the customs and beliefs of the people in that place and time.



Compare and contrast their customs and beliefs with our own.

WHY?


Why did the author (or why did the Holy Spirit inspire the author to) record and write about what
he did?



In the passage(s), why do the players in the passage think, feel, believe, value, and do what they
do?

HOW?


What means are employed as the players in the passage(s) accomplish or seek to accomplish their
objective(s)?

NOW WHAT?


Given what you have read and studied, and given the discussion, explanations, and insights and
questions raised, now what? What do you think? …feel? …believe? …value? What are you going to
do? Explain.



What are the implications of the passage(s) for your life and how are you going to respond today?
…this week? …this month? …this year? …the remainder of your life?


What resources/assistance do you have?



What resources/assistance do you need?



Where might you find the resources/assistance you need?



Who can/might join you?



When will you start?
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Me and My Bible
Individually complete the following and then share in groups of three or four (although everyone is
encouraged to share, anyone may pass on any given question).
1. Like it or not this is who I am. Choose one of the following:
a. If I were to describe my life at this time in terms of a weather forecast, it would be . . .
b. The best thing about today has been . . .
c. The worst thing about today has been . . .
d. Something I am looking forward to is . . .
e. Something I am glad is over is . . .
f. A color which might best describe my mood right now is . . .
g.

2.

And God speaks: "He who has ears to hear, let him hear." (Mark 4:9) Read the assigned Bible
passages?

3. What were you feeling as you read the Bible passages for today?
Excited

Nervous

Loved

Motivated/empowered

Apprehensive/hesitant

Challenged

Special

Guilty

Sorrowful

Bored

Suspicious

Other __________

4. What were you thinking as you read these passages?
It is nice to know . . .

Wouldn't it be nice

Doesn't match my experience

Ya, but . . .

Wow, have I blown it

You got to be kidding

This is great!

I should... or I'm going to...

Other __________

1.

5. Which verse(s) or phrase means the most to you at this time and why?
6. What obstacles can you anticipate as you seek to live out the truth(s) of these passages?
7. Where or how are you being convicted of your sin or failure by these passages?
8. What questions do you have in regard to these verses?
9. What do these verses have to say to you in regard to what has been happening in your life today? . . .
in your life this week?
10. What is God's instruction and His gospel (good news) for you in these passages?
11. "Be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves." (James 1:22) In your group
illustrate a response you can make to God's Word in a poster, skit, rap song or some other creative
form of your choice.
12. Journaling: What private thoughts do you have that you want to remember?
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Getting Personal With The Scriptures
Read the Bible passages under consideration.
Mark and be prepared to share, explain, and discuss your markings.
1. Mark “C” the Bible passage that most convicts you, exposing your sins and how you have fallen
short. (Law)
2. Mark “G” the Bible passage through which you most hear and experience God’s grace in
forgiveness and/or empowerment. (Gospel)

3. Mark “Ch” the Bible passage that most challenges you at this time.
4. Mark “I” the Bible passage that most inspires or most motivates you at this time.
5. What common denominator(s), if any, do you see in the verses listed?
6. What Bible passage(s), if any, would you add in a consideration of this common denominator?
7. As we dig below the surface and go deeper, what question(s) do these passages/verses ask you?
8. With what issue(s) in your life do they deal?
9. What else and/or what other questions, if any, must or ought you to consider?
10.Share how the passages under consideration play out or might better play out in your life and/or
ministry.
11.How would your ministry...your family…your relationships…your witness be different if you
embraced and practiced the message of these passages more intentionally and more
specifically?
12.At this time, what is the one chief thing you believe God would have you remember from these
verses?
13.How can/will you be a doer as well as a hearer of these verses today? …this week? …this month?
…this year?
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What Do The Scriptures Say?
Personal Reflection & Group Discussion Guide For Exploring Scripture
(Might want to use the Scripture lessons for the week.)

(*Note: Every question below will not be appropriate for every passage. Particularly for group study,
people will want to pick and choose which questions to use.)
1. Underline words or phrases in this passage that you find to be the most significant “for you” at this
time? Why did you underline these words?
2. Circle the number of the verse in the passage that you find to be the most significant “for you” at this
time or that you believe best expresses the “heart” of the passage? Explain.
3. Who is Jesus in this passage: Prophet? Priest? King? Savior? Sanctifier? Teacher? Friend? Other ___?
4. What does Jesus do? OR What does the passage say or reveal about God? …about you? What does
God do?
5. What LAW (God’s demands or expectations—curb, mirror, guide) do you hear in the passage?
6. What GOSPEL (Good News—invitation, forgiveness, empowerment) do you find in the passage?
7. What, if anything, in the passage comforts you? …inspires you? …convicts you? …challenges you? …
empowers you? Explain?

8. How is God “messing” with you? What would be different if you took this passage more seriously?
9. What other Bible passages do you know that might shed light on or provide perspective to this passage? Are there parallels in another Gospel?
10. What, if anything, does the passage say or suggest about being missional and living missionally? To
which, if any, of the seven Greg Finke’s/Dave Luecke missional questions does this text most speak?
(See “Questions for Missional Communities” on page 45.)
11. What question(s), if any, does this passage raise for you?
12. What do you believe God is most wanting you to hear, to believe, and/or to remember at this time?
13. How are you going to respond? In light of this passage, by God’s grace and empowering presence
what are you going to do?

Matthew 7:24-26 “24"Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts
them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock… 26 But
everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a
foolish man who built his house on sand.”
James 1:22 “Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves.
Do what it says.”
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More Options For Bible Study
Parallels and Distinctiveness
Have participants find three passages related to a particular topic (e.g., freedom). Then discuss
the following questions.
1. Why did you choose these passages?
2. When taken together what do they suggest, teach or proclaim?

3. What distinctive thought or perspective does each passage contribute to our understanding
of the topic being considered?
4. When taken individually what question(s), if any, are raised for you?
5. When taken together what question(s), if any, are raised for you?
6. When taken together what questions are answered for you?
7. Where and/or how do these passages touch or impact your life?
8. How do you think God might want you to respond to these passages?

Commonalities & Uniqueness
Provide a list of select Bible references (select passages around a common theme). Then ask
participants:
1. What do these passages have in common? What is being suggested or taught?
2. What unique contribution does each passage make to our understanding of the theme being
addressed?
3. When taken together, what question(s), if any, do these passages raise for you?
4. When taken together, what question(s), if any, do these passages answer for you?
5. Where and/or how do these passages touch or impact your life?
6. How do you think God might want you to respond to these passages?
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Being Missional
(*Note: When these questions are used in a Missional Community time may prohibit using every
question each week. If so, participants should choose to respond to different questions each week so
all questions get addressed over the course of a two- or three-week span.)
Greg Finke Questions:


What has God been up to in your missional neighborhood? How has God been ripening the fields
getting them ready for harvest: plowing, fertilizing, and cultivating (preparing the soil), planting,
watering, weeding, pruning, etc.)? How has God already been at work preparing the way for you in
advancing His Kingdom?



How has God been “messing” with you, particularly through His Word? What “holy discontent” has
the Spirit been generating within you? What does/will it mean for you to be a “doer” of the Word?
Are you listening? How are you responding?



With whom are you having conversation? What relationship(s) in your missional neighborhood are
you nurturing through conversation (in a large part this means listening – “be quick to listen, slow to
speak” –James 1:19)? How’s it going?



For whom in your missional neighborhood have you recently been a blessing? How?
What opportunity do you have to be a blessing (an instrument of God’s presence and love –
Matthew 10:7-8) for someone in your missional neighborhood? Elaborate and explain.



For whom in your missional neighborhood are you praying? For whom in your missional
neighborhood would you like us to pray? How can we support you in prayer? How would you like
us to pray for you in your life as an everyday missionary? Spend time in prayer.

5 POINT FRIEND
Pray Daily

Greg Finke
Have Spiritual Conversation
When Ready

Do Something to Make A
Difference 2x / Year

Talk Weekly

Have Social Fun (Activity)
Quarterly

Dave Luecke Questions:


What “challenge” has God set before you or is God setting before you? To what degree are you
accepting and “owning” the challenge? Explain.



For what “Kingdom Adventure” is God asking/inviting you to “trust” Him and to “join” Him?
How’s it going???
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Family Page

Which of the following is your favorite Bible story and why? (Parent might want to use this as an opportunity to teach/explain the stories)
___Creation

___Jesus Feeding the 5000

___Noah and the Rainbow

___Jesus Raising Lazarus from the Dead

___Abraham and the Sacrifice of Isaac

___The Story of the Good Samaritan

___David and Goliath

___The Story of the Prodigal Son

___Daniel in the Lion’s Den

___Jesus Washing His Disciples’ Feet

___Three Men in the Fiery Furnace

___Jesus’ Crucifixion

___Birth of Jesus

___Jesus’ Resurrection

___Jesus and the Wedding of Cana

___Jesus Reinstating Peter (Jn 21:15-17)

___Jesus & Woman at the Well of Samaria

___The Gift of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost

___Peter and Jesus Walking on Water

___Other ____________________________

Which of the following is your favorite Bible character and why? (Parent might
want to use this as an opportunity to teach about the characters)
___Esther
___Mary (Jesus’ mother)
___Joseph (Husband of Mary)
___Abraham

___John the Baptist

___Joseph (son of Jacob)

___Peter

___Moses

___John (Jesus’ Disciple)

___Deborah

___Mary Magdala

___Samson

___Widow with a Mite

___Ruth

___Paul

___David

___Barnabas

___Elijah

___Timothy

___Daniel

___Dorcus

___Men in the Fiery Furnace

___Other ___________________________
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Which of the above people are you most like? How? …the other members of your family?
What does it mean to you to call God your Father?
What does it mean to you to call Jesus your Savior?
Who is the Holy Spirit to you and for you?
What is your favorite season or day in the Church Year and why? (Parents might want to use this as an
opportunity to teach and explain about the seasons)
___Advent
___Christmas
___Epiphany
___Lent
___Maundy Thursday
___Good Friday
___Easter
___Ascension
___Pentecost
___Post Pentecost (Life in the Spirit)
What does Sola Gratia – Sola Christi – Sola Fide – Sola Scriptura mean to you and for you?
What is the Jesus’ new commandment (John 13:34-35) and what does it mean to and for you?
Complete the sentence stem: “As Jesus’ disciple (follower) this week I will….

What do you think of
God’s Math?
me + JESUS = More than Enough
(see John 6:5-13)
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Iron Sharpens Iron
Mentor and Accountability Partners’ Share Sheet
1.

2.

How would you describe your relationship with Jesus at this time?


Over the past week what has been and is feeding and nurturing your relationship with Jesus?



Over the past week what has tended to undermine or interfere with your relationship Jesus?



Over the past week what tangible difference has Jesus made in your life?”

How would you describe your “spiritual journey” and the path you are on? Where is the path
leading?


3.

To what extent is it leading you closer to God and into God’s will with an increasing
dependency upon God? Explain.

Where do you see yourself on the “Path Toward Christian Maturity” (e.g., starting out, halfway
there, off the path, etc.)? Explain.


What detours from the “Path Toward Christian Maturity” are you tempted to take?



Some detours can be helpful, enabling us to skirt or by-pass hazards and dangers. Some
detours can add richness, flavor, and bouquet to our spiritual journey. But many detours
simply keep us or detain us from reaching the goal of maturity in Christ. How would you
describe the detours you took or are being tempted to take this week?

4.

How content are you in your relationship with Jesus and with where you currently are in your
spiritual journey? How prone or tempted are you to plateau and/or to settle?

5.

What has God been showing you in and through His Word? Colossians 1:10 10 And we pray this
in order that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and may please him in every way: bearing fruit
in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God,

6.



How has and is God “messing” with you?



What would be different if you took God and His Word more seriously?

As one of God’s commissioned children in co-mission with God, what are you doing to be His
presence and one of His ambassadors of love in your sphere(s) or circle(s) of influence?


7.

What could or can you be doing? What will you do? (1 Th 4:9-10)

What new step of faith is the Spirit inviting and prodding you to take this week?


What do you want or need from me at this time? How can I walk alongside you to encourage
and support you?
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SECTION FOUR
WORDS TO LIVE BY
These are some of Bill Cullen’s favorite or most meaningful Bible passages (meant to cover a
wide range of faith and nurture). Participants will not want to consider all the passages listed in
one setting. Some options for choosing the passages participants might want to consider.
Remember these are simply tools. Make them work for you. (Begin with having an objective of
some sort.)
•

Choose a couple pages of the passages where each participant is asking “What is God
particularly wanting me to hear today?”

•

Choose sections like
(1) All the Old Testament passages.
(2) All the passages from Matthew, etc.

•

Choose all the passages that deal with a particular topic – e.g., “authority” or “witnessing.”

If you are doing a topical study, the leader/facilitator might select verses ahead of time for the
participates to consider, OR participants might be asked during the study to find verses from the
passages listed that they believe relate to the topic. Then as a group, study the selected verses.
Any one of the first six study guides in SECTION THREE could be used as a guide for studying the
selected passages.
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WORDS TO LIVE BY
(Each week select passages from list below that you want to use.)

___ Genesis 1:26-28 26 Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule
over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the
creatures that move along the ground." 27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he
created him; male and female he created them. 28 God blessed them and said to them, "Be fruitful and
increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and
over every living creature that moves on the ground."
___ Genesis 2:4,7-9,15-18,21-24 4 This is the account of the heavens and the earth when they were created. When the LORD God made the earth and the heavens--…7 the LORD God formed the man from
the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being. 8 Now the LORD God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden; and there he put the man he had
formed. 9 And the LORD God made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground--trees that were pleasing to
the eye and good for food. In the middle of the garden were the tree of life and the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil…. 15 The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to
work it and take care of it. 16 And the LORD God commanded the man, "You are free to eat from any
tree in the garden; 17 but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when
you eat of it you will surely die." 18 The LORD God said, "It is not good for the man to be alone. I will
make a helper suitable for him." … 21 So the LORD God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep; and
while he was sleeping, he took one of the man's ribs and closed up the place with flesh. 22 Then the
LORD God made a woman from the rib he had taken out of the man, and he brought her to the man.
23
The man said, "This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called 'woman,' for
she was taken out of man." 24 For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to
his wife, and they will become one flesh.
___ Genesis 3:1-15

1

Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had
made. He said to the woman, "Did God really say, 'You must not eat from any tree in the garden'?" 2 The
woman said to the serpent, "We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, 3 but God did say, 'You must
not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will
die.'" 4 "You will not surely die," the serpent said to the woman. 5 "For God knows that when you eat of
it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil." 6 When the woman saw
that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it.
7
Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they were naked; so they sewed fig
leaves together and made coverings for themselves. 8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the
LORD God as he was walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the LORD God
among the trees of the garden. 9 But the LORD God called to the man, "Where are you?" 10 He answered, "I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid." 11 And he said, "Who
told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree that I commanded you not to eat from?"
12
The man said, "The woman you put here with me--she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it."
13
Then the LORD God said to the woman, "What is this you have done?" The woman said, "The serpent
deceived me, and I ate." 14 So the LORD God said to the serpent, "Because you have done this, "Cursed
are you above all the livestock and all the wild animals! You will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust
all the days of your life. 15 And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel."
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___ Genesis 6:5-6 5 The LORD saw how great man's wickedness on the earth had become, and that
every inclination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil all the time. 6 The LORD was grieved that he
had made man on the earth, and his heart was filled with pain.
___ Genesis 12:1-3 1 The LORD had said to Abram, "Leave your country, your people and your father's
household and go to the land I will show you. 2 "I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you;
I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and whoever
curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you."
___ Genesis 17:15-19 15 God also said to Abraham, "As for Sarai your wife, you are no longer to call her
Sarai; her name will be Sarah. 16 I will bless her and will surely give you a son by her. I will bless her so
that she will be the mother of nations; kings of peoples will come from her." 17 Abraham fell facedown;
he laughed and said to himself, "Will a son be born to a man a hundred years old? Will Sarah bear a
child at the age of ninety?" 18 And Abraham said to God, "If only Ishmael might live under your blessing!" 19 Then God said, "Yes, but your wife Sarah will bear you a son, and you will call him Isaac. I will
establish my covenant with him as an everlasting covenant for his descendants after him.
___ Genesis 50:19-20 19 But Joseph said to them, "Don't be afraid. Am I in the place of God? 20 You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of
many lives.
___ Exodus 3:13-14 13 Moses said to God, "Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, 'The God of
your fathers has sent me to you,' and they ask me, 'What is his name?' Then what shall I tell them?"
14
God said to Moses, "I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: 'I AM has sent me
to you.'"

___ Exodus 20:1-17 1 And God spoke all these words: 2 "I am the LORD your God, who brought you out
of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 3 "You shall have no other gods before me. 4 "You shall not make
for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters
below. 5 You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous
God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation of those who
hate me, 6 but showing love to a thousand [generations] of those who love me and keep my commandments. 7 "You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name. 8 "Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 9 Six days you
shall labor and do all your work, 10 but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you
shall not do any work, neither you, nor your son or daughter, nor your manservant or maidservant, nor
your animals, nor the alien within your gates. 11 For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the
earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but he rested on the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed
the Sabbath day and made it holy. 12 "Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in
the land the LORD your God is giving you. 13 "You shall not murder. 14 "You shall not commit adultery.
15
"You shall not steal. 16 "You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 17 "You shall not
covet your neighbor's house. You shall not covet your neighbor's wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor."
___ Exodus 22:21-22 21 Do not mistreat an alien or oppress him, for you were aliens in Egypt.
not take advantage of a widow or an orphan.

22

Do

___ Exodus 32:9-14 9 "I have seen these people," the LORD said to Moses, "and they are a stiff-necked
people. 10 Now leave me alone so that my anger may burn against them and that I may destroy them.
Then I will make you into a great nation." 11 But Moses sought the favor of the LORD his God. "O
LORD," he said, "why should your anger burn against your people, whom you brought out of Egypt
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with great power and a mighty hand? 12 Why should the Egyptians say, 'It was with evil intent that he
brought them out, to kill them in the mountains and to wipe them off the face of the earth'? Turn from
your fierce anger; relent and do not bring disaster on your people. 13 Remember your servants Abraham, Isaac and Israel, to whom you swore by your own self: 'I will make your descendants as numerous
as the stars in the sky and I will give your descendants all this land I promised them, and it will be their
inheritance forever.'" 14 Then the LORD relented and did not bring on his people the disaster he had
threatened.
___Exodus 34:5-7 5 Then the LORD came down in the cloud and stood there with him and proclaimed
his name, the LORD. 6 And he passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, "The LORD, the LORD, the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, 7 maintaining love to
thousands, and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin. Yet he does not leave the guilty unpunished; he
punishes the children and their children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation."
___ Leviticus 19:18 18 "'Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against one of your people, but love your
neighbor as yourself. I am the LORD.
___ Leviticus 26:14-16,18,21,23-24,27-28,40-44 14 "'But if you will not listen to me and carry out all
these commands, 15 and if you reject my decrees and abhor my laws and fail to carry out all my commands and so violate my covenant, 16 then I will do this to you: I will bring upon you sudden terror,
wasting diseases and fever that will destroy your sight and drain away your life. You will plant seed in
vain, because your enemies will eat it…. 18 "'If after all this you will not listen to me, I will punish you for
your sins seven times over…. 21 "'If you remain hostile toward me and refuse to listen to me, I will multiply your afflictions seven times over, as your sins deserve…. 23 "'If in spite of these things you do not
accept my correction but continue to be hostile toward me, 24 I myself will be hostile toward you and
will afflict you for your sins seven times over…. 27 "'If in spite of this you still do not listen to me but
continue to be hostile toward me, 28 then in my anger I will be hostile toward you, and I myself will
punish you for your sins seven times over…. 40 "'But if they will confess their sins and the sins of their
fathers--their treachery against me and their hostility toward me, 41 which made me hostile toward
them so that I sent them into the land of their enemies--then when their uncircumcised hearts are
humbled and they pay for their sin, 42 I will remember my covenant with Jacob and my covenant with
Isaac and my covenant with Abraham, and I will remember the land. 43 For the land will be deserted by
them and will enjoy its sabbaths while it lies desolate without them. They will pay for their sins because
they rejected my laws and abhorred my decrees. 44 Yet in spite of this, when they are in the land of
their enemies, I will not reject them or abhor them so as to destroy them completely, breaking my covenant with them. I am the LORD their God.

___ Deuteronomy 6:5-9 5 Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with
all your strength. 6 These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts. 7 Impress
them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when
you lie down and when you get up. 8 Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. 9 Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates.
___Joshua 1:9 9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be
discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go."
___Joshua 24:15 Choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your forefathers served beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for me
and my household, we will serve the LORD.
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___ Psalm 6:1-2 1 O LORD, do not rebuke me in your anger or discipline me in your wrath.
to me, LORD, for I am faint; O LORD, heal me, for my bones are in agony.

2

Be merciful

___ Psalm 9:1-2 1 I will praise you, O LORD, with all my heart; I will tell of all your wonders.
glad and rejoice in you; I will sing praise to your name, O Most High.

2

I will be

___ Psalm 13:1-2 1 How long, O LORD? Will you forget me forever? How long will you hide your face
from me? 2 How long must I wrestle with my thoughts and every day have sorrow in my heart? How long
will my enemy triumph over me?
___ Psalm 19:7-14 7 The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul. The statutes of the LORD are trustworthy, making wise the simple. 8 The precepts of the LORD are right, giving joy to the heart. The commands of the LORD are radiant, giving light to the eyes. 9 The fear of the LORD is pure, enduring forever.
The ordinances of the LORD are sure and altogether righteous. 10 They are more precious than gold, than
much pure gold; they are sweeter than honey, than honey from the comb. 11 By them is your servant
warned; in keeping them there is great reward. 12 Who can discern his errors? Forgive my hidden faults.
13
Keep your servant also from willful sins; may they not rule over me. Then will I be blameless, innocent
of great transgression. 14 May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be pleasing in your
sight, O LORD, my Rock and my Redeemer.
___ Psalm 46:10

10

Be still, and know that I am God.

___ Psalm 51:1-2,7,9-13 1 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according to your
great compassion blot out my transgressions. 2 Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin….
7
Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean; wash me, and I will be whiter than snow…. 9 Hide your face
from my sins and blot out all my iniquity. 10 Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me. 11 Do not cast me from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me.
12
Restore to me the joy of your salvation and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain,n me. 13 Then I will
teach transgressors your ways, and sinners will turn back to you.
___ Psalm 103:2-12 2 Praise the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits-- 3 who forgives all your
sins and heals all your diseases, 4 who redeems your life from the pit and crowns you with love and compassion, 5 who satisfies your desires with good things so that your youth is renewed like the eagle's.
6
The LORD works righteousness and justice for all the oppressed…. 8 The LORD is compassionate and
gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love. 9 He will not always accuse, nor will he harbor his anger forever; 10 he does not treat us as our sins deserve or repay us according to our iniquities. 11 For as high as the
heavens are above the earth, so great is his love for those who fear him; 12 as far as the east is from the
west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us.
___ Psalm 119:105

105

Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path.

___ Psalm 139:1-4,13-14,23-24 1 O LORD, you have searched me and you know me. 2 You know when I
sit and when I rise; you perceive my thoughts from afar. 3 You discern my going out and my lying down;
you are familiar with all my ways. 4 Before a word is on my tongue you know it completely, O LORD….
13
For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother's womb. 14 I praise you because I
am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well…. 23 Search me, O
God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts. 24 See if there is any offensive way in
me, and lead me in the way everlasting.
___ Proverbs 10:19

19

When words are many, sin is not absent, but he who holds his tongue is wise.

___ Proverbs 15:22

22

Plans fail for lack of counsel, but with many advisers they succeed.
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___ Isaiah 31:1 1 Woe to those who go down to Egypt for help, who rely on horses, who trust in the
multitude of their chariots and in the great strength of their horsemen, but do not look to the Holy
One of Israel.
___ Isaiah 53:4-5 4 Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we considered him
stricken by God, smitten by him, and afflicted. 5 But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was
crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds
we are healed.
___ Jeremiah 29:11-14 11 For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, plans to prosper
you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. 12 Then you will call upon me and come
and pray to me, and I will listen to you. 13 You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all
your heart. 14 I will be found by you.

___ Jeremiah 31:3 3 The LORD appeared to us in the past, saying: "I have loved you with an everlasting love; I have drawn you with loving-kindness.
___ Ezekiel 33:2-6,17-20 2 "Son of man, speak to your countrymen and say to them: 'When I bring
the sword against a land, and the people of the land choose one of their men and make him their
watchman, 3 and he sees the sword coming against the land and blows the trumpet to warn the people, 4 then if anyone hears the trumpet but does not take warning and the sword comes and takes
his life, his blood will be on his own head. 5 Since he heard the sound of the trumpet but did not take
warning, his blood will be on his own head. If he had taken warning, he would have saved himself.
6
But if the watchman sees the sword coming and does not blow the trumpet to warn the people and
the sword comes and takes the life of one of them, that man will be taken away because of his sin,
but I will hold the watchman accountable for his blood.'… 17 "Yet your countrymen say, 'The way of
the Lord is not just.' But it is their way that is not just. 18 If a righteous man turns from his righteousness and does evil, he will die for it. 19 And if a wicked man turns away from his wickedness and does
what is just and right, he will live by doing so. 20 Yet, O house of Israel, you say, 'The way of the Lord
is not just.' But I will judge each of you according to his own ways."
___ Daniel 3:17-18 17 If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to save us
from it, and he will rescue us from your hand, O king. 18 But even if he does not, we want you to
know, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up.
___ Micah 6:8 8 He has showed you, O man, what is good. And what does the LORD require of you?
To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.
___Matthew 1:21 17 She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he
will save his people from their sins."
___Matthew 4:17 17 From that time on Jesus began to preach, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is
near."
___Matthew 4:19 19 "Come, follow me," Jesus said, "and I will make you fishers of men."
___ Matthew 5:46-48 46 If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the
tax collectors doing that? 47 And if you greet only your brothers, what are you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that? 48 Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.
___ Matthew 6:10

10

your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
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___ Matthew 6:14-15 14 For if you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also
forgive you. 15 But if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins.
___ Matthew 6:33
to you as well.

33

But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given

___ Matthew 6:34 34 Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself.
Each day has enough trouble of its own.
___ Matthew 7:1-2 1 Do not judge, or you too will be judged. 2 For in the same way you judge others,
you will be judged, and with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.
___ Matthew 9:9-13 9 As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax collector's booth. "Follow me," he told him, and Matthew got up and followed him. 10 While Jesus was having dinner at Matthew's house, many tax collectors and "sinners" came and ate with him and his disciples. 11 When the Pharisees saw this, they asked his disciples, "Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and 'sinners'?" 12 On hearing this, Jesus said, "It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick.
13
But go and learn what this means: 'I desire mercy, not sacrifice.' For I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners."
___Matthew 10:7-8 7 As you go, preach this message: 'The kingdom of heaven is near.' 8 Heal the sick,
raise the dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, drive out demons. Freely you have received, freely give.
___ Matthew 11:12 12 From the days of John the Baptist until now, the kingdom of heaven has been
forcefully advancing, and forceful men lay hold of it.
___ Matthew 11:19 9 The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, 'Here is a glutton and a
drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and "sinners."' But wisdom is proved right by her actions."
___ Matthew 11:28-30 28 Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 29
Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for
your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.
___Matthew 12:28
upon you.

28

But if I drive out demons by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God has come

___ Matthew 12:31-32 31 I tell you, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven men, but the blasphemy
against the Spirit will not be forgiven. 32 Anyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but anyone who speaks against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, either in this age or in the age to
come.
___ Matthew 12:36-37 36 But I tell you that men will have to give account on the day of judgment for
every careless word they have spoken. 37 For by your words you will be acquitted, and by your words you
will be condemned."
___ Matthew 14:25-31 25 During the fourth watch of the night Jesus went out to them, walking on the
lake. 26 When the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified. "It's a ghost," they said, and
cried out in fear. 27 But Jesus immediately said to them: "Take courage! It is I. Don't be afraid." 28 "Lord, if
it's you," Peter replied, "tell me to come to you on the water." 29 "Come," he said. Then Peter got down
out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus. 30 But when he saw the wind, he was afraid
and, beginning to sink, cried out, "Lord, save me!" 31 Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught
him. "You of little faith," he said, "why did you doubt?"
___ Matthew 18:15-17 15 If your brother sins against you, go and show him his fault, just between the
two of you. If he listens to you, you have won your brother over. 16 But if he will not listen, take one or
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two others along, so that `every matter may be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.
17
If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses to listen even to the church, treat
him as you would a pagan or a tax collector.
21
___ Matthew 18:21-22
Peter came to Jesus and asked, Lord, how many times shall I forgive my
brother when he sins against me? Up to seven times? 22 Jesus answered, I tell you, not seven times, but
seventy-seven times.

___ Matthew 20:1-16 1 For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire men to work in his vineyard. 2 He agreed to pay them a denarius for the day and sent them
into his vineyard. 3 About the third hour he went out and saw others standing in the marketplace doing
nothing. 4 He told them, "You also go and work in my vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right." 5 So
they went. He went out again about the sixth hour and the ninth hour and did the same thing. 6 About
the eleventh hour he went out and found still others standing around. He asked them, "Why have you
been standing here all day long doing nothing?" 7 "Because no one has hired us," they answered. He said
to them, "You also go and work in my vineyard." 8 When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said
to his foreman, "Call the workers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last ones hired and going
on to the first." 9 The workers who were hired about the eleventh hour came and each received a denarius. 10 So when those came who were hired first, they expected to receive more. But each one of them
also received a denarius. 11 When they received it, they began to grumble against the landowner. 12
"These men who were hired last worked only one hour," they said, "and you have made them equal to
us who have borne the burden of the work and the heat of the day." 13 But he answered one of them,
"Friend, I am not being unfair to you. Didn't you agree to work for a denarius? 14 Take your pay and go. I
want to give the man who was hired last the same as I gave you. 15 Don't I have the right to do what I
want with my own money? Or are you envious because I am generous?" 16 So the last will be first, and
the first will be last.
___ Matthew 22:37-40 37 Jesus replied: Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your mind. 38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 And the second is like it:
Love your neighbor as yourself. 40 All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.
___ Matthew 25:34-46 34 The King will say to those on his right, Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. 35 For I was
hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a
stranger and you invited me in, 36 I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after
me, I was in prison and you came to visit me. 37Then the righteous will answer him, `Lord, when did we
see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? 38 When did we see you a
stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? 39 When did we see you sick or in prison
and go to visit you? 40 The King will reply, I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of
these brothers of mine, you did for me. . . . 45 He will reply, I tell you the truth, whatever you did not do
for one of the least of these, you did not do for me.
___ Matthew 28:19-20 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.
___ Mark 4:9

9

Then Jesus said, He who has ears to hear, let him hear.

___ Mark 7:13 13 Thus you nullify the word of God by your tradition that you have handed down. And
you do many things like that.
___Mark 8:35 35 For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me and for
the gospel will save it.
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___ Mark 9:24

24

Immediately the boy's father exclaimed, I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief!

___ Mark 10:21 21 Jesus looked at him and loved him. One thing you lack, he said. Go, sell everything
you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.
___ Mark 10:43-45 43 Whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, 44 and whoever wants to be first must be slave of all. 45 For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to
serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.
___ Luke 9:23-24 23 Then he said to them all: If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself
and take up his cross daily and follow me. 24 For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever
loses his life for me will save it.
___ Luke 10:25-37 25 On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. "Teacher," he asked,
"what must I do to inherit eternal life?" 26 "What is written in the Law?" he replied. "How do you read
it?" 27 He answered: "`Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your
strength and with all your mind'; and, `Love your neighbor as yourself.'" 28 "You have answered correctly," Jesus replied. "Do this and you will live." 29 But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, "And
who is my neighbor?" 30 In reply Jesus said: "A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he
fell into the hands of robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him
half dead. 31 A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed
by on the other side. 32 So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other
side. 33 But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity
on him. 34 He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on
his own donkey, took him to an inn and took care of him. 35 The next day he took out two silver coins
and gave them to the innkeeper. `Look after him,' he said, `and when I return, I will reimburse you for
any extra expense you may have.' 36 Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who
fell into the hands of robbers?" 37 The expert in the law replied, "The one who had mercy on him." Jesus told him, "Go and do likewise."
___ Luke 12:48 48 From everyone who has been given much, much will be demanded; and from the
one who has been entrusted with much, much more will be asked.
___ Luke 15:11-32 11 Jesus continued: "There was a man who had two sons. 12 The younger one said to
his father, `Father, give me my share of the estate.' So he divided his property between them. 13 Not
long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. 14 After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole
country, and he began to be in need. 15 So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country,
who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. 16 He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were
eating, but no one gave him anything. 17 When he came to his senses, he said, `How many of my father's hired men have food to spare, and here I am starving to death! 18 I will set out and go back to my
father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 19 I am no longer worthy to
be called your son; make me like one of your hired men.' 20 So he got up and went to his father. But
while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his
son, threw his arms around him and kissed him. 21 The son said to him, `Father, I have sinned against
heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.' 22 But the father said to his servants, `Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23
Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let's have a feast and celebrate. 24 For this son of mine was dead and is
alive again; he was lost and is found.' So they began to celebrate. 25 Meanwhile, the older son was in
the field. When he came near the house, he heard music and dancing. 26 So he called one of the servants
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and asked him what was going on. 27 `Your brother has come,' he replied, `and your father has killed the
fattened calf because he has him back safe and sound.' 28 The older brother became angry and refused
to go in. So his father went out and pleaded with him. 29 But he answered his father, `Look! All these
years I've been slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young
goat so I could celebrate with my friends. 30 But when this son of yours who has squandered your property with prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for him!' 31 `My son,' the father said, `you are
always with me, and everything I have is yours. But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.'"
___ Luke 17:3-4 3 If your brother sins, rebuke him, and if he repents, forgive him. 4 If he sins against you
seven times in a day, and seven times comes back to you and says, I repent, forgive him.
___ Luke 17:10 10 So you also, when you have done everything you were told to do, should say, `We are
unworthy servants; we have only done our duty.'"
___ Luke 17:20-21 20 Once, having been asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come,
Jesus replied, "The kingdom of God does not come with your careful observation, 21 nor will people say,
'Here it is,' or 'There it is,' because the kingdom of God is within you."
___ Luke 18:10-14 10 "Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11 The Pharisee stood up and prayed about himself: `God, I thank you that I am not like other men
-- robbers, evildoers, adulterers -- or even like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week and give a tenth of
all I get.' 13 "But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his
breast and said, `God, have mercy on me, a sinner.' 14 "I tell you that this man, rather than the other,
went home justified before God. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles
himself will be exalted."

___ Luke 19:10

10

For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost.

___ John 1:12-13 12 To all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God -- 13 children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband's
will, but born of God.
___John 3:16-17 16 "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.
___ John 4:21-24 21 Jesus declared, "Believe me, woman, a time is coming when you will worship the
Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22 You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we
worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23 Yet a time is coming and has now come
when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers
the Father seeks. 24 God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth."
___ John 4:39-42 39 Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman's testimony, "He told me everything I ever did." 40 So when the Samaritans came to him, they urged him to
stay with them, and he stayed two days. 41 And because of his words many more became believers.
42
They said to the woman, "We no longer believe just because of what you said; now we have heard for
ourselves, and we know that this man really is the Savior of the world."
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___ John 4:46-53 46 Once more he visited Cana in Galilee, where he had turned the water into wine.
And there was a certain royal official whose son lay sick at Capernaum. 47 When this man heard that Jesus had arrived in Galilee from Judea, he went to him and begged him to come and heal his son, who
was close to death. 48 "Unless you people see miraculous signs and wonders," Jesus told him, "you will
never believe." 49 The royal official said, "Sir, come down before my child dies." 50 Jesus replied, "You
may go. Your son will live." The man took Jesus at his word and departed. 51 While he was still on the
way, his servants met him with the news that his boy was living. 52 When he inquired as to the time
when his son got better, they said to him, "The fever left him yesterday at the seventh hour." 53 Then
the father realized that this was the exact time at which Jesus had said to him, "Your son will live." So he
and all his household believed.
___ John 6:5-13 5 When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd coming toward him, he said to Philip,
"Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat?" 6 He asked this only to test him, for he already had
in mind what he was going to do. 7 Philip answered him, "Eight months' wages would not buy enough
bread for each one to have a bite!" 8 Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, spoke up,
9
"Here is a boy with five small barley loaves and two small fish, but how far will they go among so
many?" 10 Jesus said, "Have the people sit down." There was plenty of grass in that place, and the men
sat down, about five thousand of them. 11 Jesus then took the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed to
those who were seated as much as they wanted. He did the same with the fish. 12 When they had all
had enough to eat, he said this disciples, "Gather the pieces that are left over. Let nothing be wasted."
13
So they gathered them and filled twelve baskets with the pieces of the five barley loaves left over by
those who had eaten.
___ John 10:10 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have
life, and have it to the full.
___ John 13:12-17 12 When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his
clothes and returned to his place. Do you understand what I have done for
you?" he asked them. 13 You call me Teacher and Lord, and rightly so, for that
is what I am. 14 Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet,
you also should wash one another's feet. 15 I have set you an example that
you should do as I have done for you. 16 I tell you the truth, no servant is
greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent
him. 17 Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them.
___ John 13:34-35 34 A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must
love one another. 35 By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.
___ John 14:2 2 In my Father's house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you.
___ John 14:6 6 Jesus answered, I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father
except through me.
___ John 14:12 12 I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing. He
will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father.
15

___ John 14:15

If you love me, you will obey what I command.

___ John 15:5 5 I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear
much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.
___ John 15:8
ciples.

8

This is to my Father's glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my dis60

___ John 15:9-12 9 As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. 10 If you
obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father's commands and remain in his love. 11 I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete.
12
My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you.
___ John 15:16-17 16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit-fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. 17 This is my command:
love each other.
___ John 17:15-18 15 My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them
from the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, even as I am not of it. 17 Sanctify them by the truth; your
word is truth. 18 As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world.
___ John 21:15-17 15 When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon son of John, do
you truly love me more than these?" "Yes, Lord," he said, "you know that I love you." Jesus said, "Feed
my lambs." 16 Again Jesus said, "Simon son of John, do you truly love me?" He answered, "Yes, Lord, you
know that I love you." Jesus said, "Take care of my sheep." 17 The third time he said to him, "Simon son
of John, do you love me?" Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, "Do you love me?" He
said, "Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you." Jesus said, "Feed my sheep.
___ Acts 1:8 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.
___ Acts 2:42-46 42 They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the
breaking of bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous
signs were done by the apostles. 44 All the believers were together and had everything in common. 45
Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. 46 Every day they continued to
meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts.
___ Acts 4:18-20 18 Then they called them in again and commanded them not to speak or teach at all in
the name of Jesus. 19 But Peter and John replied, Judge for yourselves whether it is right in God's sight to
obey you rather than God. 20 For we cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard.
___ Acts 4:32-35 32 All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of his possessions was his own, but they shared everything they had. 33 With great power the apostles continued
to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and much grace was upon them all. 34 There were no
needy persons among them. For from time to time those who owned lands or houses sold them,
brought the money from the sales 35 and put it at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to anyone as
he had need.
___ Acts 5:28-29 28 We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name, he said. Yet you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and are determined to make us guilty of this man's blood. 29 Peter and the
other apostles replied: We must obey God rather than men!
___ Romans 1:5 1 Through him and for his name's sake, we received grace and apostleship to call people from among all the Gentiles to the obedience that comes from faith.
___ Romans 2:23-24 23 You who brag about the law, do you dishonor God by breaking the law? 24 As it
is written: "God's name is blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you.
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___ Romans 3:23-25 23 All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and are justified freely by
his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 25 God presented him as a sacrifice of
atonement, through faith in his blood. He did this to demonstrate his justice.
___ Romans 5:6-8 6 At just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 7
Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly dare to
die. 8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
___ Romans 6:3-13 3 Don't you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized
into his death? 4 We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as
Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. . . . 6 For we
know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be done away with, that we
should no longer be slaves to sin. . . . 10 The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he
lives, he lives to God. 11 In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. .
. . 13 Do not offer the parts of your body to sin, as instruments of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves
to God, as those who have been brought from death to life; and offer the parts of your body to him as
instruments of righteousness.
___ Romans 7:15-25 15 I do not understand what I do. For what I want to do I do not do, but what I
hate I do. 16 And if I do what I do not want to do, I agree that the law is good. 17 As it is, it is no longer I
myself who do it, but it is sin living in me. 18 I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful
nature. For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out. 19 For what I do is not the
good I want to do; no, the evil I do not want to do -- this I keep on doing. . . . 24 What a wretched man I
am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? 25 Thanks be to God -- through Jesus Christ our Lord!
___ Romans 8:1-4 1 Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, 2 because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death. 3 For
what the law was powerless to do in that it was weakened by the sinful nature, God did by sending his
own Son in the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering. And so he condemned sin in sinful man, 4 in
order that the righteous requirements of the law might be fully met in us, who do not live according to
the sinful nature but according to the Spirit.
___ Romans 8:9-16 9 You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Christ. 10
But if Christ is in you, your body is dead because of sin, yet your spirit is alive because of righteousness.
11
And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the
dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit, who lives in you. 12 Therefore, brothers,
we have an obligation -- but it is not to the sinful nature, to live according to it. 13 For if you live according to the sinful nature, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you
will live, 14 because those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 15 For you did not receive a
spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry,
["Abba,] Father." 16 The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God's children.
___ Romans 8:28 28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him,
who have been called according to his purpose.
___ Romans 8:31-33 31 What, then, shall we say in response to this? If God is for us, who can be
against us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all -- how will he not also, along
with him, graciously give us all things? 33 Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies.
___ Romans 8:37-39 37 In all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38
For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the
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future, nor any powers, 39 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
___ Romans 10:1-4 1 My heart's desire and prayer to God for the Israelites is that they may be saved. 2
For I can testify about them that they are zealous for God, but their zeal is not based on knowledge. 3
Since they did not know the righteousness that comes from God and sought to establish their own, they
did not submit to God's righteousness. 4 Christ is the end of the law so that there may be righteousness
for everyone who believes.
___ Romans 10:14-17 14 How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can
they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them? 15 And how can they preach unless they are sent? As it is written, How beautiful are the feet
of those who bring good news. . . . 17 Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word of Christ.
___ Romans 12:1-2 1 Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God--this is your spiritual act of worship. 2 Do not conform any longer
to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to
test and approve what God's will is--his good, pleasing and perfect will.
___ Romans 12:9-13 9 Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. 10 Be devoted to
one another in brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves. 11 Never be lacking in zeal, but keep
your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. 12 Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. 13 Share
with God's people who are in need. Practice hospitality.
___ Romans 12:14-15 14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse.
who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn.

15

Rejoice with those

___ Romans 12:16 16 Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing to associate
with people of low position. Do not be conceited.
___ Romans 12:17-21 17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of
everybody. 18 If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. 19 Do not take revenge. . . . 20 If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink. . . . 21 Do not
be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.
___ Romans 14:1 & 13 1 Accept him whose faith is weak, without passing judgment on disputable
matters. . . . 13 Therefore let us stop passing judgment on one another. Instead, make up your mind not to
put any stumbling block or obstacle in your brother's way.
___ Romans 14:23 23 The man who has doubts is condemned if he eats, because his eating is not from
faith; and everything that does not come from faith is sin.
___ Romans 15:1-2 1 We who are strong ought to bear with the failings of the weak and not to please
ourselves. 2 Each of us should please his neighbor for his good, to build him up.
___ 1 Corinthians 1:23-25 23 We preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to
Gentiles, 24 but to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the
wisdom of God. 25 For the foolishness of God is wiser than man's wisdom, and the weakness of God is
stronger than man's strength.
___ 1 Corinthians 1:30-31 30 It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God -- that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption. 31 Therefore, as it is written: Let him
who boasts boast in the Lord.
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___ 1 Corinthians 2:2-5 2 I resolved to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ and him
crucified. 3 I came to you in weakness and fear, and with much trembling. 4 My message and my preaching
were not with wise and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the Spirit's power, 5 so that your
faith might not rest on men's wisdom, but on God's power.
___ 1 Corinthians 9:19-22 19 Though I am free and belong to no man, I make myself a slave to everyone,
to win as many as possible. 20 To the Jews I became like a Jew, to win the Jews. To those under the law I
became like one under the law (though I myself am not under the law), so as to win those under the law.
21
To those not having the law I became like one not having the law (though I am not free from God's law
but am under Christ's law), so as to win those not having the law. 22 To the weak I became weak, to win
the weak. I have become all things to all men so that by all possible means I might save some.
___ 1 Corinthians 9:24-27 24 Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the
prize? Run in such a way as to get the prize. 25 Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict
training. They do it to get a crown that will not last; but we do it to get a crown that will last forever.
26
Therefore I do not run like a man running aimlessly; I do not fight like a man beating the air. 27 No, I
beat my body and make it my slave so that after I have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified for the prize.
___ 1 Corinthians 10:13 13 No temptation has seized you except what is common to man. And God is
faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it.
___ 1 Corinthians 10:24

24

Nobody should seek his own good, but the good of others.

___ 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 23 For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus,
on the night he was betrayed, took bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, "This is
my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me." 25 In the same way, after supper he took the
cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of
me." 26 For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.
___ 1 Corinthians 12:7

7

Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good.

___ 1 Corinthians 12:25-26 25 There should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have
equal concern for each other. 26 If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every
part rejoices with it.
___ 1 Corinthians 13:4-8 & 13 4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not
proud. 5 It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6 Love
does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 8 Love never fails. . . . 13 And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.
31

___ 1 Corinthians 15:31
Christ

I die every day--I mean that, brothers--just as surely as I glory over you in

___ 1 Corinthians 15:33

33

Do not be misled: "Bad company corrupts good character.

___ 1 Corinthians 16:14

14

Do everything in love.

20
___ 2 Corinthians 1:20
For no matter how many promises God has made, they are "Yes" in Christ.
And so through him the "Amen" is spoken by us to the glory of God.

___ 2 Corinthians 3:4-5 4 Such confidence as this is ours through Christ before God. 5 Not that we are
competent in ourselves to claim anything for ourselves, but our competence comes from God.
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___2 Corinthians 3:18 18 And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord's glory, are being transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.
___ 2 Corinthians 4:10-11 10 We always carry around in our body the death of Jesus, so that the life of
Jesus may also be revealed in our body. 11 For we who are alive are always being given over to death for
Jesus' sake, so that his life may be revealed in our mortal body.
7

___ 2 Corinthians 5:7

We live by faith, not by sight.
14

___ 2 Corinthians 5:14

For Christ's love compels us.

___ 2 Corinthians 5:17-21 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the
new has come! 18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 19 that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men's sins
against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. 20 We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God. 21 God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the
righteousness of God.
___ 2 Corinthians 6:14 14 Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. For what do righteousness and
wickedness have in common? Or what fellowship can light have with darkness?
___ 2 Corinthians 8:3-5 3 For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their
ability. Entirely on their own, 4 they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to
the saints. 5 And they did not do as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then to
us in keeping with God's will.

___ 2 Corinthians 10:3-5 3 For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does. 4 The
weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. 5 We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the
knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ.
___ 2 Corinthians 12:8-10 8 Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. 9 But he said
to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness." Therefore I will boast
all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest on me. 10 That is why, for
Christ's sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am
weak, then I am strong.
___ 2 Corinthians 13:5 & 11 5 Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test yourselves.
Do you not realize that Christ Jesus is in you -- unless, of course, you fail the test? . . . 11 Finally, brothers
aim for perfection.
___ Galatians 2:20 20 I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The
life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.
___ Galatians 3:27
___ Galatians 4:19
formed in you,

27

For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.

19

My dear children, for whom I am again in the pains of childbirth until Christ is

___ Galatians 5:6 6 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision has any value. The only
thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love.
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___ Galatians 5:13-14 13 You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve one another in love. 14 The entire law is summed up in a single
command: Love your neighbor as yourself.
___ Galatians 5:16-18 16 So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature. . . 18 If you are led by the Spirit, you are not under law.
___ Galatians 5:22-23 22 The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law.
___ Galatians 5:25

25

Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.

___ Galatians 6:1-2 1 If someone is caught in a sin, you who are spiritual should restore him gently. But
watch yourself, or you also may be tempted. 2 Carry each other's burdens, and in this way you will fulfill
the law of Christ.

___ Galatians 6:9-10 9 Let us not become weary in doing good . . . 10 Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people.
___ Galatians 6:14-15 14 May I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which
the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. 15 Neither circumcision nor uncircumcision
means anything; what counts is a new creation.
___ Ephesians 2:8-10 8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith -- and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God -- 9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 10 For we are God's workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.
___ Ephesians 2:15-19 15 by abolishing in his flesh the law with its commandments and regulations. His
purpose was to create in himself one new man out of the two, thus making peace, 16 and in this one
body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility. 17 He
came and preached peace to you who were far away and peace to those who were near. 18 For through
him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit. 19 Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and
aliens, but fellow citizens with God's people and members of God's household.
___ Ephesians 3:16-19 16 I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power
through his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray
that you, being rooted and established in love, 18 may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp
how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, 19 and to know this love that surpasses
knowledge -- that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.
___ Ephesians 3:20 20 Now he is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according
to his power that is at work within us.
___ Ephesians 4:1
have received.

1

As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you

___ Ephesians 4:11-13 11 It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be
evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, to prepare God's people for works of service, so that
the body of Christ may be built up, 13 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the
Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.
___ Ephesians 4:16 16 From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.
___ Ephesians 4:27

27

Do not give the devil a foothold.
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___ Ephesians 4:28 28 He who has been stealing must steal no longer, but must work, doing something
useful with his own hands, that he may have something to share with those in need.
___ Ephesians 4:29 29 Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is
helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen.
___ Ephesians 4:32
God forgave you.

32

Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ

___ Ephesians 5:3-4 3 But among you there must not be even a hint of sexual immorality, or of any
kind of impurity, or of greed, because these are improper for God's holy people. 4 Nor should there be
obscenity, foolish talk or coarse joking, which are out of place, but rather thanksgiving.
11

___ Ephesians 5:11
them.

Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather expose

___ Ephesians 5:15-16 15 Be very careful, then, how you live -- not as unwise but as wise, 16 making the
most of every opportunity, because the days are evil.
21

___ Ephesians 5:21

Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.

___ Ephesians 5:25-27 25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself
up for her 26 to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, 27 and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and
blameless.
___ Ephesians 6:1
___ Philippians 1:3

1

Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.
3

I thank my God every time I remember you.

___ Philippians 1:6 6 Be confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to
completion until the day of Christ Jesus.
___ Philippians 1:9
and depth of insight.

9

___ Philippians 1:21

21

And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge
For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.

___ Philippians 2:3-8 3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves. 4 Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others. 5 Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: 6 Who, being in very nature
God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, 7 but made himself nothing, taking
the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. 8 And being found in appearance as a man,
he humbled himself and became obedient to death -- even death on a cross!
12
___ Philippians 2:12-13
Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed -- not only in my
presence, but now much more in my absence -- continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, 13 for it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose.
7
___ Philippians 3:7-10
But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. 8
What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus
my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ 9 and be
found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through
faith in Christ -- the righteousness that comes from God and is by faith. 10 I want to know Christ and the
power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death.
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___ Philippians 3:12-16 12 Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 13 Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. 15 All of us who are mature should take such a view of things. And if on some point
you think differently, that too God will make clear to you. 16 Only let us live up to what we have already
attained.
___ Philippians 3:18-19 18 For, as I have often told you before and now say again even with tears, many
live as enemies of the cross of Christ. 19 Their destiny is destruction, their god is their stomach, and their
glory is in their shame. Their mind is on earthly things.
___ Philippians 4:6 6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with
thanksgiving, present your requests to God.

___ Philippians 4:8 8 Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable -- if anything is excellent or praiseworthy -- think
about such things.
___ Philippians 4:11-13 11 I am not saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to be content
whatever the circumstances. 12 I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I
have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. 13 I can do everything through him who gives me strength.
___Colossians 1:10 10 And we pray this in order that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and may
please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God,
___ Colossians 1:24 24 Now I rejoice in what was suffered for you, and I fill up in my flesh what is still
lacking in regard to Christ's afflictions, for the sake of his body, which is the church.
___ Colossians 1:27 27 To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious riches
of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.
___ Colossians 1:28-29 28 We proclaim him, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so
that we may present everyone perfect in Christ. 29 To this end I labor, struggling with all his energy,
which so powerfully works in me.
___ Colossians 2:6-7 6 So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in him, 7 rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.
___ Colossians 2:8 8 See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy,
which depends on human tradition and the basic principles of this world rather than on Christ.
___ Colossians 2:10-13 10 You have been given fullness in Christ, who is the head over every power
and authority. 11 In him you were also circumcised, in the putting off of the sinful nature, not with a circumcision done by the hands of men but with the circumcision done by Christ, 12 having been buried
with him in baptism and raised with him through your faith in the power of God, who raised him from
the dead. 13 When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your sinful nature, God
made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins.
___ Colossians 2:16-23 16 Therefore do not let anyone judge you by what you eat or drink, or with regard to a religious festival, a New Moon celebration or a Sabbath day. 17 These are a shadow of the
things that were to come; the reality, however, is found in Christ. 18 Do not let anyone who delights in
false humility and the worship of angels disqualify you for the prize. Such a person goes into great detail
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about what he has seen, and his unspiritual mind puffs him up with idle notions. 19 He has lost connection
with the Head, from whom the whole body, supported and held together by its ligaments and sinews,
grows as God causes it to grow. 20 Since you died with Christ to the basic principles of this world, why, as
though you still belonged to it, do you submit to its rules: 21 "Do not handle! Do not taste! Do not
touch!"? 22 These are all destined to perish with use, because they are based on human commands and
teachings. 23 Such regulations indeed have an appearance of wisdom, with their self-imposed worship,
their false humility and their harsh treatment of the body, but they lack any value in restraining sensual
indulgence.
___ Colossians 3:1-2 1 Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above,
where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things.
___ Colossians 3:12-15 12 Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves
with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14 And over all these
virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. 15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your
hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful.
___ Colossians 3:16 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another
with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God.
___ Colossians 4:5-6 5 Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every opportunity. 6 Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone.

___ 1 Thessalonians 2:13 13 And we also thank God continually because, when you received the word of
God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men, but as it actually is, the word of
God, which is at work in you who believe.
___ 1 Thessalonians 4:9-10 9 Now about brotherly love we do not need to write to you, for you yourselves have been taught by God to love each other. 10 And in fact, you do love all the brothers throughout Macedonia. Yet we urge you, brothers, to do so more and more.
___ 1 Thessalonians 5:14-22 14 And we urge you, brothers, warn those who are idle, encourage the timid, help the weak, be patient with everyone. 15 Make sure that nobody pays back wrong for wrong, but
always try to be kind to each other and to everyone else. 16 Be joyful always; 17 pray continually; 18 give
thanks in all circumstances, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus. 19 Do not put out the Spirit's fire;
20
do not treat prophecies with contempt. 21 Test everything. Hold on to the good. 22 Avoid every kind of
evil.
___ 2 Thessalonians 2:13 13 But we ought always to thank God for you, brothers loved by the Lord, because from the beginning God chose you to be saved through the sanctifying work of the Spirit and
through belief in the truth.
___ 2 Thessalonians 3:14-15 14 If anyone does not obey our instruction in this letter, take special note
of him. Do not associate with him, in order that he may feel ashamed. 15 Yet do not regard him as an enemy, but warn him as a brother.
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___ 1 Timothy 1:15 15 Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into
the world to save sinners -- of whom I am the worst.
___ 1 Timothy 2:4-6 4 God wants all men to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth. 5 For
there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave himself as a
ransom for all men.
___ 1 Timothy 4:12-16 12 Don't let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an example for the believers in speech, in life, in love, in faith and in purity. 13 Until I come, devote yourself to the
public reading of Scripture, to preaching and to teaching. 14 Do not neglect your gift, which was given you
through a prophetic message when the body of elders laid their hands on you. 15 Be diligent in these
matters; give yourself wholly to them, so that everyone may see your progress. 16 Watch your life and
doctrine closely. Persevere in them, because if you do, you will save both yourself and your hearers.

___ 2 Timothy 1:6-7 6 For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you
through the laying on of my hands. 7 For God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit of power, of
love and of self-discipline.
___ 2 Timothy 2:14-16 14 Keep reminding them of these things. Warn them before God against quarreling about words; it is of no value, and only ruins those who listen. 15 Do your best to present yourself to
God as one approved, a workman who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word
of truth. 16 Avoid godless chatter, because those who indulge in it will become more and more ungodly.
23
___ 2 Timothy 2:23-26
Don't have anything to do with foolish and stupid arguments, because you
know they produce quarrels. 24 And the Lord's servant must not quarrel; instead, he must be kind to everyone, able to teach, not resentful. 25 Those who oppose him he must gently instruct, in the hope that
God will grant them repentance leading them to a knowledge of the truth, 26 and that they will come to
their senses and escape from the trap of the devil, who has taken them captive to do his will.

___ 2 Timothy 3:15-17 15 and how from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to
make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for
teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17 so that the man of God may be thoroughly
equipped for every good work.
___ 2 Timothy 4:2 2 Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage -- with great patience and careful instruction.
___ 2 Timothy 4:5 5 But you, keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry.
___ Titus 2:11-12 11 For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men. 12 It teaches us
to say "No" to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this
present age.
___ Titus 3:5-6 5 He saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy.
He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, 6 whom he poured out on us
generously through Jesus Christ our Savior.
___ Hebrews 6:1-2 1 Therefore let us leave the elementary teachings about Christ and go on to maturity, not laying again the foundation of repentance from acts that lead to death, and of faith in God, 2 instruction about baptisms, the laying on of hands, the resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment.
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___ Hebrews 9:14 14 How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit
offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we
may serve the living God!
___ Hebrews 10:10 10 And by that will, we have been made holy through the sacrifice of the body of
Jesus Christ once for all.
___ Hebrews 10:22-25 22 Let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having
our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water. 23 Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful. 24 And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. 25 Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another -- and all the more as you see
the Day approaching.
1
___ Hebrews 12:1
Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us
throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance
the race marked out for us.

___ Hebrews 12:2 2 Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy
set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of
God.
___ James 1:5 5 If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him.
___ James 1:13-15 13 When tempted, no one should say, "God is tempting me." For God cannot be
tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone; 14 but each one is tempted when, by his own evil desire, he
is dragged away and enticed. 15 Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is
full-grown, gives birth to death.
___ James 1:19 19 My dear brothers, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak
and slow to become angry.
___ James 1:22

22

Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.

26

___ James 1:26
If anyone considers himself religious and yet does not keep a tight rein on his tongue,
he deceives himself and his religion is worthless.
___ James 1:27 27 Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world.
___ James 2:26

___ James 4:17

26
17

As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead.

Anyone, then, who knows the good he ought to do and doesn't do it, sins.

19
___ James 5:19-20
My brothers, if one of you should wander from the truth and someone should
bring him back, 20 remember this: Whoever turns a sinner from the error of his way will save him from
death and cover over a multitude of sins.

___ 1 Peter 1:13 13 Therefore, prepare your minds for action; be self-controlled; set your hope fully on
the grace to be given you when Jesus Christ is revealed.
___ 1 Peter 1:18-19 18 For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you
were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your forefathers, 19 but with the
precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect.
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___ 1 Peter 1:22-23 22 Love one another deeply, from the heart. 23 For you have been born again, not of
perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living and enduring word of God.
___ 1 Peter 2:9 9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to
God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.
___ 1 Peter 2:12 12 Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong,
they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us.
___ 1 Peter 2:18-24 18 Slaves, submit yourselves to your masters with all respect, not only to those who
are good and considerate, but also to those who are harsh. . . . 20 If you suffer for doing good and you endure it, this is commendable before God. 21 To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps. 22 He committed no sin, and no deceit was found
in his mouth. 23 23 When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made
no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly. 24 He himself bore our sins in his body
on the tree, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed.
___ 1 Peter 3:15 15 But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to
everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect.
___ 1 Peter 4:8

8

Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins.

___ 1 Peter 4:19 19 So then, those who suffer according to God's will should commit themselves to their
faithful Creator and continue to do good.
8
___ 1 Peter 5:8
Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion
looking for someone to devour.

___ 2 Peter 1:3, 4, 8, 9 4 His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through
our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness. 4 Through these he has given us his
very great and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption in the world caused by evil desires. . . . 8 For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord
Jesus Christ. 9 But if anyone does not have them, he is nearsighted and blind, and has forgotten that he
has been cleansed from his past sins.
___ 1 John 1:7-9 7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another,
and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin. 8 If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins
and purify us from all unrighteousness.
___ 1 John 2:1-2 1 My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin,
we have one who speaks to the Father in our defense -- Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world.
___ 1 John 3:1-2 1 How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children
of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2
Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we
know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.
___ 1 John 3:16-18 16This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we
ought to lay down our lives for our brothers. 17If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in
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need but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him?
words or tongue but with actions and in truth.

18

Dear children, let us not love with

___ 1 John 3:23 23 And this is his command: to believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and to love
one another as he commanded us.
___ 1 John 4:7-12 7Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves
has been born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love.
9
This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might
live through him. 10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12 No
one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us.
___ 1 John 4:18 18 There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with
punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love.

___ 1 John 4:19-21 19 We love because he first loved us. 20 If anyone says, "I love God," yet hates his
brother, he is a liar. For anyone who does not love his brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God,
whom he has not seen. 21 And he has given us this command: Whoever loves God must also love his
brother.
___ 1 John 5:3-5 3This is love for God: to obey his commands. And his commands are not burdensome, 4
for everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the world, even
our faith. 5 Who is it that overcomes the world? Only he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God.
___ Revelation 3:15-16 15 I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you were either
one or the other! 16 So, because you are lukewarm -- neither hot nor cold -- I am about to spit you out of
my mouth.
___ Revelation 3:19

19

Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline. So be earnest, and repent.

___ Revelation 21:5

5

He who was seated on the throne said, "I am making everything new!"
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SECTION FIVE
LUTHER’S SMALL CATECHISM
Martin Luther wrote his Small Catechism as a tool for parents to teach their children the
basic tenants of the Christian faith. The Small Catechism can prove a helpful tool for us as
we reflect upon living a life of discipleship. An example would be:

•

Using the Ten Commandments and Luther’s explanation of them as a daily
reminder of what a life of discipleship looks like. They can also serve as a tool
for self-examination, personal confession, and daily repentance.

•

Reviewing and reflecting upon the Apostles’ Creed and its meaning can be a
great source of encouragement, inspiring us to trust in God for all He is and all
He does. It serves as food for our faith and inspires the living out of our faith.

•

Reviewing and reflecting upon the Lord’s Prayer with Luther’s explanation can
help us pray the prayer thoughtfully, rather than merely reciting the prayer
mindlessly.

•

Regularly reviewing what Luther writes regarding the Sacraments can keep the
Sacraments and their significance a constant force in our lives through which
we experience and enjoy God’s daily renewal and empowerment.

•

The Office of the Keys can help keep us living authentic lives. Through
“confession” we remove our masks and acknowledge who we are “in self.”
Then through God’s “absolution” (forgiveness), we acknowledge, experience,
and enjoy afresh who we are “in Christ.”
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TEN COMMANDMENTS
You shall have no other gods.
What does this mean? We are to fear, love and trust God above everything else.

You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain.
What does this mean? We are to fear and love God so that we do not use His name superstitiously, or
use it to curse, swear, lie or deceive, but call on Him in prayer, praise and thanksgiving.

Remember the Sabbath Day, to keep it holy.
What does this mean? We are to fear and love God so that we do not neglect His Word and the
preaching of it, but regard it as holy and gladly hear and learn it.

Honor your father and your mother.
What does this mean? We are to fear and love God so that we do not despise or anger our parents and
others in authority, but respect, obey, love and serve them.

You shall not kill.
What does this mean? We are to fear and love God so that we do not hurt our neighbor in any way,
but help him in all his physical needs.

You shall not commit adultery.
What does this mean? We are to fear and love God so that in matters of sex our words and conduct are
pure and honorable, and husband and wife love and respect each other.

You shall not steal.
What does this mean? We are to fear and love God so that we do not take our neighbor's money or
property, or get them in any dishonest way, but help him to improve and protect his property and
means of making a living.

You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.
What does this mean? We are to fear and love God so that we do not betray, slander, or lie about our
neighbor, but defend him, speak well of him, and explain his actions in the kindest way.

You shall not covet your neighbor's house.
What does this mean? We are to fear and love God so that we do not desire to get our neighbor's possessions by scheming or by pretending to have a right to them, but always help him keep what is his.

You shall not covet your neighbor's wife or his manservant or his maidservant or his
cattle or anything that is your neighbor's.
What does this mean? We are to fear and love God so that we do not tempt or coax away from our
neighbor his wife or his workers, but encourage them to remain loyal.
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APOSTLE’S CREED
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.
What does this mean? I believe that God has created me and all that exists. He has given me and still
preserves my body and soul with all their powers. He provides me with food and clothing, home and
family, daily work, and all I need from day to day. God also protects me in time of danger and guards
me from every evil. All this He does out of fatherly and divine goodness and mercy, though I do not
deserve it. Therefore I surely ought to thank and praise, serve and obey Him. This is most certainly
true.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born
of the Virgin Mary; suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
He descended into hell; The third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into
heaven, and sits on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from where He shall
come to judge the living and the dead.
What does this mean? I believe that Jesus Christ--true God, Son of the Father from eternity, and true
man, born of the Virgin Mary—Is my Lord. At great cost He has saved and redeemed me, a lost and
condemned person. He has freed me from sin, death, and the power of the devil--not with silver and
gold, but with His holy and precious blood and His innocent suffering and death. All this He has done
that I may be His own, live under Him in His kingdom, and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, just as He is risen from the dead and lives and rules eternally. This is most
certainly true.

I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.
What does this mean? I believe that I cannot by my own understanding or effort believe in Jesus
Christ my Lord, or come to Him. But the Holy Spirit has called me through the Gospel, enlightened me
with His gifts, and sanctified and kept me in true faith. In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens,
and sanctifies the whole Christian Church on earth, and keeps it united with Jesus Christ in the one
true faith. In this Christian Church day after day He fully forgives my sins and the sins of all believers.
On the last day He will raise me and all the dead and give me and all believers in Christ eternal life.
This is most certainly true.
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LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven.

What does this mean? Here God encourages us to believe that
He is truly our Father and we are His children. We therefore are to pray to Him with complete confidence just as
children speak to their loving father.

Hallowed be Thy name.

What does this mean? God's name certainly is holy in itself, but
we ask in this prayer that we may keep it holy. When does this happen? God's name is hallowed whenever His
Word is taught in its truth and purity and we as children of God live in harmony with it. Help us to do this, heavenly Father! But anyone who teaches or lives contrary to the Word of God dishonors God's name among us. Keep
us from doing this, heavenly Father!

Thy Kingdom come.

What does this mean? God's kingdom comes indeed without our
praying for it, but we ask in this prayer that it may come also to us. When does this happen? God's kingdom
comes when our heavenly Father gives us His Holy Spirit, so that by His grace we believe His Holy Word and live a
godly life on earth now and in heaven forever.

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

What does this mean? The good and gracious
will of God is surely done without our prayer, but we ask in this prayer that it may be done also among us. When
does this happen? God's will is done when He hinders and defeats every evil scheme and purpose of the devil,
the world and our sinful self, which would prevent us from keeping His name holy and would oppose the coming
of His kingdom. And His will is done when He strengthens our faith and keeps us firm in His Word as long as we
live. This is His gracious and good will.

Give us this day our daily bread.

What does this mean? God gives daily bread, even without our
prayer, to all people, though sinful, but we ask in this prayer that He will help us to realize this and to receive our
daily bread with thanks. What is meant by "daily bread"? Daily bread includes everything needed for this life,
such as food and clothing, home and property, work and income, a devoted family, an orderly community, good
government, favorable weather, peace and health, a good name, and true friends and neighbors.

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
What does this mean? We ask in this prayer that our Father in heaven would not hold our sins against us and because of them refuse to hear our prayer. And we pray that He would give us everything by grace, for we sin every
day and deserve nothing but punishment. So we on our part will heartily forgive and gladly do good to those who
sin against us.

And lead us not into temptation.

What does this mean? God tempts no one to sin, but we ask in
this prayer that God would watch over us and keep us so that the devil, the world, and our sinful self may not deceive us and draw us into false belief, despair, and other great and shameful sins. And we pray that even though
we are so tempted we may still win the final victory.

But deliver us from evil.

What does this mean? We ask in this inclusive prayer that our
heavenly Father would save us from every evil to body and soul, and at our last hour would mercifully take us
from the troubles of this world to Himself in heaven.

For Thine is the Kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
What does "Amen" mean? Amen means Yes, it shall be so. We say Amen because we are certain that such petitions are pleasing to our Father in heaven and are heard by Him. For He Himself has commanded us to pray in this
way and has promised to hear us.
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SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM
What is Baptism?
Baptism is not water only, but it is water used together with God's Word and by His command.

What is this Word?
In Matthew 28 our Lord Jesus Christ says "Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit."

What benefits does God give in Baptism?
In Baptism God communicates forgiveness of sin, delivers from death and the devil, and give everlasting
salvation to all who believe what He has promised.

What is God's promise?
In Mark 16 our Lord Jesus Christ says: "He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does
not believe will be condemned."

How can water do such great things?
It is not water that does these things, but God's Word with the water and our trust in this Word. Water
by itself is only water, but with the Word of God it is a life-giving water which by grace give the new
birth through the Holy Spirit. St. Paul writes in Titus 3: "He saved us... in virtue of His own mercy, by
the washing of regeneration and renewal in the Holy Spirit, which He poured out upon us richly through
Jesus Christ our Savior, so that we might be justified by His grace and become heirs in hope of eternal
life. The saying is sure."

What does Baptism mean for daily living?
It means that our sinful self, with all its evil deeds
and desires, should be drowned through daily
repentance; and that day after day a new self
should arise to live with God in righteousness and
purity forever. St. Paul writes in Romans 6: "We
were buried therefore with Him by Baptism into
death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead
by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in
newness of life."
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SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
What is Holy Communion?
Holy Communion is the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ given with bread and wine, instituted
by Christ Himself for us to eat and drink. Where do the Scripture say this? Matthew, Mark, Luke and
Paul say: Our Lord Jesus Christ, in the night in which He was betrayed, took bread; and when He had
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to His disciples, saying, "Take, eat; this is My body, which is given
for you; this do in remembrance of Me." After the same manner also He took the cup after supper,
and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying, "Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My blood, which is shed for you and for many for the remission of sins; this do, as often as
you drink it, in remembrance of Me."

What benefits do we receive from this sacrament?
The benefits of this sacrament are pointed out by the words; "given and shed for you for the remission
of sins." These words assure us that in the sacrament we receive forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation.
For where there is forgiveness of sins, there is also life and salvation.

How can eating and drinking do all this?
It is not eating and drinking that does this, but the words, "given and shed for you for the remission of
sins." These words, along with the eating and drinking, are the main thing in the sacrament. And whoever believes these words has exactly what they say, forgiveness of sins.

When is a person rightly prepared to receive this sacrament?
Fasting and other outward preparation serve a good purpose. However, that person is well prepared
and worthy who believes these words, "given and shed for you for the remission of sins." But anyone
who does not believe these words, is neither prepared nor worthy, for the words "for you" require
simply a believing heart.
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OFFICE OF THE KEYS & CONFESSION
What is the "Office of the Keys"? It is that authority which Christ gave to His church to forgive the
sins of those who repent and to declare to those who do not repent that their sins are not forgiven.

What are the words of Christ? Our Lord Jesus Christ said to His disciples: "Receive the Holy Spirit.
If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained." (John
20:23) "Truly, I say to you, Whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you
loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven." (Matthew 18:18)

What is private confession? Private confession has two parts. First, we make a personal confession of sins to the pastor, and then we receive absolution, which means forgiveness as from God Himself. This absolution we should not doubt, but firmly believe that thereby our sins are forgiven before
God in heaven.

What sins should we confess? Before God we should confess that we are guilty of all sins, even
those which are not known to us, as we do in the Lord's Prayer. But in private confession, as before the
pastor, we should confess only those sins which trouble us in heart and mind.

What are such sins? We can examine our everyday life according to the Ten Commandments--for
example, how we act toward father or mother, son or daughter, husband or wife, or toward the people
with whom we work, and so on. We may ask ourselves whether we have been disobedient or unfaithful, bad-tempered or dishonest, or whether we have hurt anyone by word or deed.

How might we confess our sins privately? We may say that we wish to confess our sins and to
receive absolution in God's name. We may begin by saying, "I, a poor sinner, confess before God that I
am guilty of many sins." Then we should name the sins that trouble us. We may close the confession
with the words, "I repent of all these sins and pray for mercy. I promise to do better with Christ's help."

What if we are not troubled by any special sins? We should not torture ourselves with imaginary sins. If we cannot think of any sins to confess (which would hardly ever happen), we need not
name any in particular, but may receive absolution because we have already made a general confession
to God.

How may we be assured of forgiveness? The pastor may pronounce the absolution by saying,
"By the authority of our Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you your sins in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen." Those who are heavily burdened in conscience the pastor may comfort and encourage with further assurances from God's Word.
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SECTION SIX
CARTOONS & IMAGES
These cartoons and images can be a great, non-threatening, and fun tool to get
people to open up and to talk about themselves and their lives. Have people peruse the cartoons and images looking for one(s) with which they in some way identify: 1) a cartoon/image that characterizes their life this past week? 2) a cartoon/
image that characterizes how they feel about themselves at this time? 3) a cartoon/image that characterizes their conscious relationship with Jesus during the
past week? Etc. Etc. You might give them freedom to choose from any of the cartons/images or you might want to limit their choices of cartoons/images to specific
pages. You can learn a lot about what a person is currently thinking and feeling
from their choices.
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APPENDICES
Appendix I: Contains some thoughts about education in general and Christian education and Bible study in particular. They are thoughts that can be “good to know”
and/or “good to keep in mind” as one thinks about the purposes of Christian education and bible study. Page 93 also shares Dr. Thomas Groome’s model for pursuing Christian education.

Appendix II: Exegesis vs. Eisegesis – Provides definition and explains the purpose
and value of each.
Appendix III: A thoughtful poem on the masks people tend to wear and the value
and struggle we encounter as we strive to take them off. It serves as an encouragement to embrace one another with God’s agape love.
Appendix IV: Understanding Traditional Lutheran Worship: Brief explanation of
traditional Lutheran worship.
Appendix V and Appendix VI : Thoughts for evangelism and faith sharing.
Appendix VII: The Bible passages for "Disciple, Discipling, & Discipleship".
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APPENDIX I
Thoughts Regarding Christian Education & Bible Study
Benjamin Bloom’s Taxonomy for Levels & Objectives of Cognition
Evaluation – Being able to critically assess the value and merits of knowledge in and for different circumstances and environments – it enables making good choices between
competing systems, values, ideas, etc.

Increasing cognition

Synthesis – Being able to reassemble the component parts or principles in new configurations
so that they become useable in new or changing circumstances and environments –
knowledge becomes transferable
Analysis – Being able to dissect the information to gain an understanding of its component
parts or principles
Application – Being able to apply your knowledge for a specific, defined situation or environment – limited application
Understanding – Having a basic/general understanding of the information one can recall
(knows)
Recall – Being able to recall and/or recite information – understanding of the information is not
required

Dr. Thomas Groome’s “Shared Praxis” Model for Christian Education
In discussion it can be helpful to do five things:

Name (identify) our current biases, that is, our particular slant or perspective on the issue being discussed.
Do Critical reflection – personally identify why each of us has the bias we hold.
Hear the Christian Story – this is the church’s bias (it includes Scripture, Church history and traditions) on
the issue being discussed. (Scripture is inerrant, the Church’s story isn’t equally inerrant as the Church’s
story involves fallible human interpretation.)
Seek to Understand, Integrate, & Grow – in a
respectful way this is bringing our various
biases into dialogue with each other. Here,
we allow our biases to respectfully challenge one another, affirm one another,
correct one another, etc. (frequently involves assimilation [reinterpreting or ignoring experience or data in light of the
scheme] and/or accommodation
[modifying the scheme or developing a
new scheme in order to accommodate the
data]).
Vision & Respond – identify our new, revised,
or renewed bias which will shape our beliefs, values, decisions, and behaviors.
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Bill Cullen’s CASE Model & Understanding for
Bible Study and Religious Instruction

God Seeks to Make a CASE

2 Timothy 3:15-17 (NIV)

Through Scripture God Seeks to…

15

and how from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation
through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is Godbreathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting,
and training in righteousness, 17 so that the man of God
may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.

Convict us of our sin
Assure us of His grace and forgiveness
Stretch us for growth (transformation)
Empower us for action

V. 15 – The “causative” nature of Scripture – “make us
wise for salvation” – The Holy Spirit uses Scripture to
cause/birth faith in us “making us wise for salvation.”
V. 16 – The “formative” nature of Scripture – “Teach, Rebuke, Correct, Train” – Once faith has been caused or birthed,
the Holy Spirit begins now to use the Scriptures to form/develop/mature the faith that has been birthed – “teaching,
rebuking, correcting and training.”
TEACH – God’s objective truths and will;
REBUKE – expose where we’re out of alignment with God’s truths and will;
CORRECT – show us how to get into alignment with God’s truths and will;
TRAIN – develop Jesus’ character in us through review, rehearsal, practice, and repetition
V. 17 – God’s “purpose” for Scripture is to – “Thoroughly Equipped for Every Good Work” – As our faith and Christ
become formed in us (Gal 4:19; Gal 5:22-23; Col 1:28), the Holy Spirit’s purpose is making us “thoroughly equipped for
every good work.” (Jn 15:8,12,16-17; Eph 2:10; Jas 1:22; 1 Jn 3:18)

Law and Gospel
The Scriptures are comprised of “law” and “gospel.” Both are vitally important, and both are expressions of God’s character and love, and they both flow from His character and love.
LAW – The “Law” simply defined is what God Expects/Requires and it has three basic uses:
• As Curb = Guardrail, curbs us from our natural inclinations to go out-of-bounds (1 Tim 1:8-10);
• As Mirror = Reveals our sin and our need for a Savior (Ro 7:7-11; Gal 3:23-24);
• As Map = Guides into the best way to live life, what a godly life looks like (Ps 19:7-10; Ps 119:105)

GOSPEL – The “Gospel” simply defined is what God Does as it also has three basic uses:
• As Invitation = Promises Made (e.g., Mt 11:28-30; 1 Jn 1:8-9);
• As Assurance = Promises Confirmed (e.g., Ro 5:7-8; Ro 8:32; 2 Cor 1:20; 1 Jn 2:1-2);
• As Empowerment = Promises Enabled and Experienced (e.g., Eph 3:20; Phil 4:13; 2 Pe 1:3-4)

"A teacher’s/facilitator’s first responsibility is not to answer questions but to help students identify and articulate their
questions so that they, the students, choose to actively seek answers and have something upon which to attach answers." – Bill Cullen
"In education, especially in Christian education and the education of senior high youth and adults, it is not our purpose
to tell people what they 'should' think, feel, believe, value, or do. Rather, our purpose is to give people data or information that 'makes' them think or rethink about what they think, feel, believe, value, and do." – Bill Cullen
See also: 1 Timothy 4:16 and 2 Timothy 2:14-16
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APPENDIX II
Exegesis vs Eisegesis: Inductive vs. Deductive Reasoning
Eisegesis

Exegesis
•

Eisegesis is a deductive study of Scripture which
begins with a knowledge of doctrines that then
serves as the lens through which one interprets
the Scriptures (established doctrines interpret
Scripture, rather than Scripture interpreting
Scripture).

•

Through deductive study one accepts and embraces
the teachings of the community (e.g., the Lutheran
Confessions) and understands the particulars
(specific Scripture verses/texts) in light of the collective understanding of the community (its doctrines). Deductive study provides a safeguard
against the distortions of one’s personal blind-spots
and biases.

•

We set aside our presuppositions and doctrines to
allow Scripture to speak for itself (Scripture, not
doctrine, is the best interpreter of Scripture).

•

Inductive in methodology which begins with a
study of the Scripture apart from doctrine.

•

Through inductive study one goes to the original
sources (e.g., Scripture, not necessarily the Greek or
the Hebrew) and draws conclusions independent of
the collective biases of the community (e.g., Lutheran
doctrine) – it protects against the distortions and
blind-spots of the community (errant doctrine), and it
allows for reformation, such as with Luther.

†

Both inductive and deductive reasoning and study have their place and are important when they are used properly.

†

Together inductive and deductive study provide a healthy set of checks and balances. Without both there is either
the danger of “blind acceptance of communal agreement” or “blind acceptance of personal biases.”

Inductive Model vs Deductive Model
INDUCTIVE REASONING: Drawing a conclusion based on specific evidence. In the inductive model you study the evidence until you believe you have enough evidence to
draw a conclusion or make a thesis. When you stop seeking evidence and move on to
your conclusion, you have made what is known as an INDUCTIVE LEAP. Inductive Reasoning always involves making interpretations or analysis of the evidence you have
studied; there is almost always at least a slight gap between your evidence and your
conclusion. Accommodation is when one adjusts/revises the scheme (your conclusion)
in order to accommodate the evidence (in theology you revise your doctrine in light of
the [Scriptural] evidence).

"We teach/lead not to
maintain the status quo and
current understanding. We
teach/lead students to pursue
truth—to question, to
challenge, to change, to
grow—trusting that God is
absolute, and that all truth
ultimately comes from and
leads back to Him."

DEDUCTIVE REASONING: Evidence is secondary. Your first concern is to identify and
define a commonly accepted VALUE or BELIEF (your doctrine). One then seeks to as– Bill Cullen
similate the evidence into existing schemes (your doctrinal conclusion). Assimilation =
“make it fit” (in theology it means finding how Scripture “fits” and/or supports your current
doctrines). Frequently, it can require ignoring some of the particulars, in effect “forcing Scripture” to make it fit.

The value, or belief from which we wish to make deductions is called our PREMISE or “given.” Deductive reasoning requires
that we identify values/beliefs we have automatically assumed and then get them up front as a crucial part of our thinking. A
PREMISE is the underlying assumption that must be agreed upon before the reasoning can move along.
Deductive Reasoning begins with a generalization (theological/doctrinal statement) and works to a conclusion that follows
from the generalization (understanding of specifics in light of the doctrine). Inductive Reasoning begins with observation and
examination of the specifics (e.g., specific Scripture passages) and ends with a conclusion (a theological/doctrinal statement)
that may go beyond any of the observations that led up to it.
Inductive and deductive study constantly need to be in dialogue with one another to avoid misuse and/or abuse..
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Exegesis—Steps to Inductive Study of Scripture
Exegesis comes from the Greek meaning to read or bring “out of”, interpret, explain. Biblical (or any) exegesis is reading out of
the text rather than going to the text with presuppositions and reading “into” the text our current biases/understanding
(eisegesis). In depth exegesis involves, among other things, historical and cultural studies, literary and textual studies, and word
studies.

Steps for Exegetical (Inductive) Study
1. Pray - that we might be able to set aside our biases and be open to the leading and guiding of the Holy Spirit.
2. Establish the Text – e.g., if you are working with a translation, why did you choose that translation?
3. Historic Context – e.g., to whom was it written, what is the culture of the times, what situation is being addressed,
what is the geography, etc. (Galatians vs. James; Acts 16:1-3 vs. Galatians 5:2-3) Bible atlases can be very helpful
tools for historic context.
4. Literary Type - What type of literature is being used, e.g., prose, poetry, parable, apocalyptic, prophetic, wisdom,
etc. and what rules govern this literary type? (e.g., not confusing wisdom literature with prophetic literature)
5. Language/Words - The meaning of words (e.g., John 21:15-17); establishing an authoritative text (e.g. 1 John 4:1921), grammatical structure (Philippians 2:1-2) Bible dictionaries, Word Books, Concordances, Interlinear Bible can be
helpful.
6. Context of the verse within the passage, the chapter, the book, the testament, the whole of Scripture. (e.g.,
Matthew 7:21; Philippians 2:12-13; Colossians 1:24; James 2:26)
7. Other translations and establishing your own rendition of the text - How do the different translators render a translation of certain words? What agenda or theological bias is reflected in such a rendering? From what you know,
what is your rendering of the passage?
8. Then and there meaning (e.g., Isaiah 53). Here and now meaning (e.g., Isaiah 53) (At this point one is moving into
hermeneutics).

9.

10.

11.
12.
13.

What are your questions as you read the passage?
 What questions does the passage answer for you?
 Does the passage raise any questions for you? Does the passage leave you with questions?
 Does anything in the passage appear contradictory?
 What are you seeing and understanding? What are you not seeing or not understanding?
Scripture interprets Scripture. What other passages in Scripture are there that basically deal with the same or similar subject matter or topic?
 What, if any, of your questions do they answer?
 How or to what extent might they provide insight and/or balance?
 What questions might they raise as you consider your original text?
Law and Gospel – What does the text reveal/expose about humankind? What does it reveal about God? – Law =
what God expects; Gospel = what God does.
Commentaries - How have scholars understood the text? What is the scholar’s orientation, res, lens?
Denomination’s Confessional and Doctrinal Positions:
 How has your church body historically understood the text?
 Has its understanding remained consistent or has it changed at various times?
 What questions and confirmations would the doctrinal positions of your church raise in regard to your exegesis
and interpretation?
 Will you seek to accommodate or assimilate? Why?
See: Hayes, John H. & Holladay, Carl R., Biblical Exegesis: A Beginner’s Handbook, John Knox Press, Atlanta, 1987.
Stacey, W. David, Groundwork of Biblical Studies, Augsburg Publishing House, Minneapolis, 1982
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“We are free to be ourselves,
but we are not free to define
ourselves.”

Know what?” – “So what?” –
“Now what?”

– Robert Kolb

– Susan Finke

“There is a difference between education and indoctrination. Teaching your
doctrine as being ‘what you personally believe’ and why is education.
Teaching your doctrine as being ‘absolute truth, not to be questioned’ is
indoctrination. From my perspective teaching/sharing what you personally
believe and why (education) is extremely important. Teaching what you
believe as absolute truth not to be questioned (indoctrination) is ‘unethical’
for at least three reasons.” First, it assumes a lie: Your understanding of truth
is absolute truth. Second, it promotes a lie: Your understanding of truth is
absolute truth. Third, it arrests the pursuit of truth and growth as one think s/
he already is in possession of it and fully understands it. In education we must
listen to one another. We must challenge and be challenged.”
– Bill Cullen

Galatians 5:1,6,13 (NIV)
It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand
firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened
again by a yoke of slavery….
6
For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor
uncircumcision has any value. The only thing that
counts is faith expressing itself through love….
13
You…were called to be free. But do not use your
freedom to indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve one
another in love.
1
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APPENDIX III
Please Hear What I’m Not Saying (author unknown)
Don't be fooled by me. Don't be fooled by the face I wear.
For I wear a mask, I wear a thousand masks,
Masks that I'm afraid to take off, and none of them are me.
Pretending is an art that's second nature to me.
But, don't be fooled--for God's sake, don't be fooled.
I give you the impression that I am secure,
That all is sunny and unruffled with me, within as well as without.
That confidence is my name and coolness my game,
That the water is calm and I am in command and that I need no one,
But, don't believe me, PLEASE.
My surface may seem smooth, but my surface is my mask,
My ever-varying and ever-concealing mask.
Beneath lies no smugness, no complacence.
Beneath dwells the real me, in confusion, in fear, in aloneness.
But I hide this. I don't want anyone to know it.
I panic at the thought of my weakness and fear of being exposed.
That's why I frantically create a mask to hide behind,
A nonchalant, sophisticated facade to help me pretend,
To shield me from the glance that knows.
But such a glance is precisely my salvation, my only salvation.
And I know it.
That is, if it's followed by acceptance, if it's followed by love.
It's the only thing that can liberate me from myself,
From my own self-built prison walls, from the barriers
That I so painstakingly erect.
It's the only thing that will assure me of what I can't assure myself,
That I'm really worth something.
But I don't tell you this. I don't dare. I'm afraid to.
I'm afraid your glance will not be followed by acceptance and love.
I'm afraid you'll think less of me, that you will laugh,
And your laugh would kill me.
I'm afraid that deep down I'm nothing, that I'm no good.
And that you'll see this and reject me.
So, I play my game, my desperate pretending game,
With a facade of assurance without and a trembling child within.
And so begins the parade of masks,
The glittering but empty parade of masks, and my life becomes a front.
I idly chatter to you in the suave tones of surface talk,
I tell you everything that is really nothing,
And nothing of what's everything, of what's crying within me.
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So, when I'm going through my routine, do not be fooled by what I'm saying;
Please listen carefully and try to hear what I'm NOT saying,
What I'd like to be able to say, what for survival I need to say,
But what I can't say. I dislike hiding.
Honestly, I dislike the superficial game I'm playing,
The superficial, phony game.
I'd like to be genuine and spontaneous and me,
But you've got to help me.
You've got to hold out your hand-Even when that's the least thing I seem to want, or need.
Only you can wipe away from eyes the blank stare of the breathing dead.
Only you can call me into aliveness.
Each time you're kind, gentle, encouraging,
Each time you try to understand because you really care,
My heart begins to grow wings,
Very small wings, very feeble wings, but wings.
With your sensitivity and your sympathy and your power of understanding
You can breathe life into me.
I want you to know that.
I want you to know how important you are to me-How you can be a creator of the person that is me-If you choose to--

Please choose to.
You alone can break down the wall behind which I tremble.
You alone can remove the masks.
You alone can release me from the shadowy world of panic and uncertainty,
From my lonely prison.
So, do not pass me by.
Please do not pass me by.
It will not be easy for you-A long conviction of worthlessness builds strong walls.
The nearer you approach me, the blinder I may strike back.
It's irrational, but despite what the books say about people,
I am irrational.
I fight against the very thing I cry out for.
But I am told that love is stronger than strong walls.
And in this lies my hope, my only hope.
Please try to beat down those walls with firm hands,
But with gentle hands, for a child is sensitive.
Who am I, you may wonder?
I am someone you know very well.
I am every man you meet and I am every woman you meet.
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APPENDIX IV
Understanding the Liturgy of Lutheran Worship
So, What Is Traditional Lutheran Worship?
Worship As An Invitation to God’s House for a Dinner Party
Lutheran worship consist of sharing the means of grace. Lutheran Worship proclaims and shares Word
(Law and Gospel with a focus on the Gospel) and Sacrament (Baptism and the Lord's Supper).
This has historically been done in the dialog of liturgy with the traditional elements of:

Preparation for Worship
Invocation

The people acknowledge and call upon God’s presence. – It is a knocking on the door
of God’s house calling upon His presence—calling His presence to the door so to
speak—God comes to the door and invites us in.

Confession

The people acknowledge who they are before a holy, almighty God. – When God
Invites us into His house, we confess our unworthiness to come in. – 1 Jn 1:8-9

Absolution

God proclaims us acceptable in and through His Son. – God assures us that all has
been forgiven and that we are indeed welcome. – Ro 3:23-25; 1 Tim 2:3-6; 1 Jn 2:2

Service of the Word
Introit

We enter God’s house with praise – Ps 100

Hymn of Praise The people’s response to being in the presence of God the
Almighty. As one might express admiration and appreciate to
one’s host, so we express our admiration and appreciation to
God. – Lk 2:14
Salutation

The people coming together as one body. As guest might
greet one another at a dinner party, so do we greet one another in worship. – Ro
16:16; Eph 2:14-22

Collect

The people request of God. Having greeted one another and having come together
we can now speak to our God our Host collectively with one voice.

Scripture

God answers in His Word. After speaking to our Host, our Host speaks to us.

Sermon

Our Host through the pastor expounds on, clarifying His Word to us.

Creed

We profess our faith in our host who has spoken to us

Offering

The people show their allegiance to God through their offering. In faith we now offer
first ourselves and then our belongings to God in and for His service – Ps 51:10-12;
2 Cor 8:5

Prayer

The people bring their hopes, fears and concerns to God – Eph 6:18; Phil 4:6;
1Tim 2:1
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Service of the Meal
Preface

As we move into the dining hall so to
speak, we again greet one another.

Lord's Prayer

The people pray the prayer of our Lord.
We address our host in the words Jesus
Himself taught us. – Mt 6:9-13; Lk 11:2-4

Sharing of
the Peace

We greet one another as we prepare to dine at the Lord’s table together
Mt 5:23-24; Mt 6:14-15

Agnus Dei

The people recognize Jesus’ sacrifice. We recognize with grateful hearts the actual
feast set before us. – 1 Jn 1:29

Consecration

Bread and Wine are set apart for God’s purpose of feeding His people with Jesus’
body and blood. In the Words of consecration God unites Himself and acts in the
bread and wine. – 1 Cor 11:23-26

Distribution

Jesus feeds us with Himself, His body, His blood in and through bread and wine
communicating forgiveness and giving us strength. We share in and are strengthen
through the feast.

Canticle

Having experienced Jesus, being assured and strengthen through Word and
Sacrament, we prepare to leave our Host home to live lives of worship – of faith and
service. – Lk 2:29-32; Ro 12:1

Blessing

God our Host blesses the us on their journey and for our ministry. – Josh 1:9;
Mt 28:19-20; 2 Cor 5:17-20

Benediction

God our Host gives a final blessing and commissioning. – Num 6:24-26
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APPENDIX V
Fresh Expressions Model for Witnessing
Fresh Expressions is a movement that started in the U.K. and now operate on various continents. Their goal is to ignite God’s
people to join with God’s mission through fresh expressions of the kingdom of God. They seek to live out the values of the
kingdom of God in various places and among various group for the purpose of seeing the gospel transform people’s lives.

Begin with LISTENING
Listening to the Spirit, they ask:
1. Where is God already at work in our midst?
2. Who has yet to be exposed to the dynamic and life-altering message of Christ?
3. Who is in my constellation of relationships and sphere of influence?
4. What am I passionate about, and where has God already placed me in the midst of existing relationships with people far from Christ?
Listening to others, they ask:
1. What are they passionate about?
2. What are their hopes and dreams, fears, and insecurities?
3. What keeps them up at night?
4. Where do they find meaning, purpose, and significance?
Listening to themselves, they ask:
1. For whom are we burdened?
2. Where are there already existing relationships?
3. What do we sense the Lord wants to do in and through us?
4. Who would we love to see experience a firsthand encounter with Christ?
Move to LOVING and SERVING
Working side by side with those you are trying to connect in and for a purpose greater than simply
hanging out.
Build COMMUNITY
As we listen, spend time together, love and serve together community develops.
Explore JESUS and DISCIPLESHIP
As trust and relationship develop encourage people to explore:
1. Jesus, who He is and what He was/is about.
2. Why we care so much about Jesus that we surrender our lives to Him.
3. What discipleship might look like for them.
(The above information was taken from The Sacred Overlap: Learning to Live Faithfully in the Space Between by J.R. Briggs,
Seedbed Resources, pp 192-196.)
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APPENDIX VI
The 9 Arts of Spiritual Conversations
By Mary Schaller & John Crilly, Tyndale House Publishers, 2016.

Nine Practices – Three Categories – p. 28
Arts for Getting Ready for spiritual conversations:
Noticing
Praying
Listening

Arts for Getting Started with spiritual conversations:
Asking Questions
Loving
Welcoming
Arts for Keeping It Going:
Facilitating
Serving Together
Sharing

Spiritual Conversation Assessment Tool – pp. 35-36
Take a minute to perform your own quick Spiritual Conversation Assessment below. Rate your level of
effectiveness with each of the 9 Arts on a scale of 1-5 (5 = totally satisfied, 1 = not satisfied at all).
There’s no passing grade here! The aim is to help you get an idea of where your strengths lie and
where you might need to focus some attention,
___ Noticing those around me and paying close attention to what God might be doing in their lives.
___ Praying for those I meet in my day-to-day life and asking God to show me what he wants me to do
to bless them.
___ Listening with genuine care, interest, and empathy as I interact with others without editorializing
or offering my own unsolicited opinions.

___Asking Questions that arise from genuine curiosity, drawing others out with great questions and
seeking to understand more than to be understood.
___ Loving others authentically because I personally know God’s love and see them with his eyes.
___ Welcoming people by valuing their presence so they feel that they belong.
___ Facilitating good discussions in a group setting so that every person feels honored and respected,
even when they believe differently that I do.
___ Serving together, gathering people to serve and know God and each other better through service.
___ Sharing my own story, learning others’ stories, and expressing God’s story of forgiveness through
Jesus in a way that is respectful and meaningful.
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APPENDIX VII
Verses by Disciples, Discipling, & Discipleship
(Mark & discuss using the Generic study guide. Passages below are listed in the order they are found in the Bible. All Scripture quotes are
taken from the NIV unless otherwise noted.)

___Matthew 4:19 19 "Come, follow me," Jesus said, "and I will make you fishers of men."
___Matthew 9:11-13 11 When the Pharisees saw this, they asked his disciples, "Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and 'sinners'?" 12 On hearing this, Jesus said, "It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. 13 But go and learn
what this means: 'I desire mercy, not sacrifice.' For I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners."
___Matthew 10:1-8 1 He called his twelve disciples to him and gave them authority to drive out evil spirits and to heal every
disease and sickness. 2 These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon (who is called Peter) and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his brother John; 3 Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector;
James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 4 Simon the Zealot and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him. 5 These twelve Jesus sent
out with the following instructions: "Do not go among the Gentiles or enter any town of the Samaritans. 6 Go rather to the
lost sheep of Israel. 7 As you go, preach this message: 'The kingdom of heaven is near.' 8 Heal the sick, raise the dead,
cleanse those who have leprosy, drive out demons. Freely you have received, freely give.
___Matthew 11:19 19 The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, 'Here is a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of
tax collectors and "sinners."' But wisdom is proved right by her actions."
___Matthew 12:36-37 36 But I tell you that men will have to give account on the day of judgment for every careless word
they have spoken. 37 For by your words you will be acquitted, and by your words you will be condemned."
___Matthew 25:35-40 35 For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to
drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, 36 I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I
was in prison and you came to visit me.' 37 "Then the righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry and
feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? 38 When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing
clothes and clothe you? 39 When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?' 40 "The King will reply, 'I tell you the
truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.'
___Matthew 28:19-20 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you
always, to the very end of the age."
___Mark 5:19 19 Jesus did not let him, but said, "Go home to your family and tell them how much the Lord has done for
you, and how he has had mercy on you."
___Mark 10:42-45 42 Jesus called them together and said, "You know that those who are regarded as rulers of the Gentiles
lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. 43 Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, 44 and whoever wants to be first must be slave of all. 45 For even the Son of
Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many." freely give.
___Luke 4:18 18 "The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent
me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed,
___Luke 9:1-2 1 When Jesus had called the Twelve together, he gave them power and authority to drive out all demons and
to cure diseases, 2 and he sent them out to preach the kingdom of God and to heal the sick.
___Luke 10:1-3 1 After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them two by two ahead of him to every town
and place where he was about to go. 2 He told them, "The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the
harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field. 3 Go! I am sending you out like lambs among wolves.
___Luke 15:1-7 1 Now the tax collectors and "sinners" were all gathering around to hear him. 2 But the Pharisees and the
teachers of the law muttered, "This man welcomes sinners and eats with them." 3 Then Jesus told them this parable:
4
"Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of them. Does he not leave the ninety-nine in the open country
and go after the lost sheep until he finds it? 5 And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders 6 and goes home.
Then he calls his friends and neighbors together and says, 'Rejoice with me; I have found my lost sheep.' 7 I tell you that in
the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons
who do not need to repent.
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___Luke 19:10 10 For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost."

___John 1:14 14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and
Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.
___John 13:12-17 12 When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his place. "Do you understand what I have done for you?" he asked them. 13 "You call me 'Teacher' and 'Lord,' and rightly so, for that is what I am.
14
Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another's feet. 15 I have set you an
example that you should do as I have done for you. 16 I tell you the truth, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. 17 Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them.
___John 13:34-35 34 "A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.
35
By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another."
___John 15:8 8 This is to my Father's glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.
___John 17:15-18 15 My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one.
16
They are not of the world, even as I am not of it. 17 Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. 18 As you sent me into
the world, I have sent them into the world.
___Acts 1:8 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and
in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."
___Romans 3:23-25 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and are justified freely by his grace through
the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 25 God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in his blood. He
did this to demonstrate his justice, because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished—
___Romans 5:6-8 6 You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 7 Very rarely
will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly dare to die. 8 But God demonstrates his
own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
___Romans 10:14-15,17 14 How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the
one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them? 15 And how can they
preach unless they are sent? As it is written, "How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!" …17 Consequently,
faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word of Christ.
___1 Corinthians 13:4-8 4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It is not rude, it is
not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the
truth. 7 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 8 Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away.
___1 Corinthians 13:13 13 And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.
___1 Corinthians 16:14 14 Do everything in love.
___2 Corinthians 5:17-20 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! 18 All
this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 19 that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men's sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of
reconciliation. 20 We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you
on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God.

___Galatians 5:6 6 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision has any value. The only thing that counts is
faith expressing itself through love.
___Galatians 6:2,9-10 2 Carry each other's burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ…. 9 Let us not become
weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. 10 Therefore, as we have opportunity,
let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers.
___Ephesians 2:8-10 8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of
God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 10 For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works,
which God prepared in advance for us to do.
___Ephesians 4:1,16 1 As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received….
16
From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as
each part does its work.
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___Ephesians 4:29 29 Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others
up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen.
___Ephesians 4:32 32 Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.
___Ephesians 5:15-16 (NIV) 15 Be very careful, then, how you live--not as unwise but as wise, 16 making the most of every opportunity, because the days are evil.
___Philippians 2:3-8 3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves. 4 Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others. 5 Your attitude should be
the same as that of Christ Jesus: 6 Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped,
7
but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death-- even death on a cross!
___Colossians 1:24-29 24 Now I rejoice in what was suffered for you, and I fill up in my flesh what is still lacking in regard to
Christ's afflictions, for the sake of his body, which is the church. 25 I have become its servant by the commission God gave me
to present to you the word of God in its fullness— 26 the mystery that has been kept hidden for ages and generations, but is
now disclosed to the saints. 27 To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of this mystery,
which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 28 We proclaim him, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we
may present everyone perfect in Christ. 29 To this end I labor, struggling with all his energy, which so powerfully works in me.
___Colossians 4:5 5 Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every opportunity.
___Colossians 4:6 6 Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer
everyone.
___1 Thessalonians 4:9-10 9 Now about brotherly love we do not need to write to you, for you yourselves have been taught
by God to love each other. 10 And in fact, you do love all the brothers throughout Macedonia. Yet we urge you, brothers, to do
so more and more.
___1 Timothy 2:3-4 3 This is good, and pleases God our Savior, 4 who wants all men to be saved and to come to a knowledge
of the truth.
___2 Timothy 3:15-17 15 and how from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training
in righteousness, 17 so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.
___Hebrews 10:24 24 And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds.
___James 1:19,22,26 19 My dear brothers, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry,…22 Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says…. 26 If anyone considers himself
religious and yet does not keep a tight rein on his tongue, he deceives himself and his religion is… worthless.
___James 4:17 17 Anyone, then, who knows the good he ought to do and doesn't do it, sins.
___1 John 1:1-4 1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we
have looked at and our hands have touched--this we proclaim concerning the Word of life. 2 The life appeared; we have seen
it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us. 3 We proclaim to
you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and
with his Son, Jesus Christ. 4 We write this to make our joy complete.

___1 John 2:2 2 He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world.
___1 John 3:16 16 This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives
for our brothers.
___1 John 4:9-10 9 This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live
through him. 10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.
___1 John 4:9-12 9 This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live
through him. 10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.
11
Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12 No one has ever seen God; but if we love one
another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us.
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