
 

 

 
 

© Dr. Bill Cullen 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
God Reveals 

Revelation 
 
      Holy Spirit 
                                          

            Inspires 

       Scripture 
                                                              Holy Spirit 

 
 Inspires 

 

Dogma 
 

      Holy Spirit 
 
 
 

                                                                                 Inspires 

Doctrine 
 
      Holy Spirit 

 
 
Inspires 

Local Preaching  
and Teaching   Holy Spirit 

 
 
Inspires 

 

Personal Belief 
 

While “I BELIEVE” Scripture is infallible; all that follow (interpretations) are not. The further removed from Scripture, 
the more room there is for error and distortions. It is possible, however, on any given point, a “personal belief” of an 
individual, based on and flowing out of Scripture, might be more accurate than a particular local teaching, doctrinal 
statement of a denomination, or even a dogma. Thus, it is possible a “personal belief” could be a correcting influence 
on a teaching, doctrine or dogma (e.g. from a Protestant perspective, Luther and the Reformation). 
 

© Bill Cullen, 1994 



God Seeks to Make a CASE – Through Scripture God Seeks to… 
 

CASE = Convict us of our sin  
         Assure us of grace and forgiveness 

              Stretch us for growth 
         Empower us for action 

 

2 Timothy 3:15-17 
“Make Us Wise for Salvation” – “Teach, Rebuke, Correct, Train” – “Thoroughly Equipped for Every Good Work” 

 

(TEACH – God’s objective will; REBUKE – expose where out of alignment;  
CORRECT – show how to get into alignment; TRAIN – develop character through repetition) 

 

(LAW—God Expects/Requires: As Curb = Guardrail; As Mirror = Reveals sin; As Map = Guide  
GOSPEL—God Does: As Invitation = Promise Made; As Assurance = Promise Confirmed; As Empowerment = Promise Experienced)  

 

In discussion it can be helpful to do five things: 
 

 Name (identify) our current biases, that is, our particular slant or perspective on the issue being discussed. 

 Do Critical reflection – personally identify why each of us has the bias we hold. 

 Hear the Christian Story – the Church’s bias (includes Scripture, Church history and traditions) on the issue being discussed. 

(Scripture is inerrant, the Church’s story isn’t equally so as the Church’s story involves human interpretation.) 

 Seek to Understand, Integrate, & Grow – in a respectful way bring our various biases into dialogue with each other. Thus, 

we allow our biases to respectfully challenge one another, affirm one another, correct one another, etc. (frequently involves 

assimilation [reinterpreting or ignoring experience or data in light of the scheme] and/or accommodation [modifying the 

scheme or developing a new scheme in order to accommodate the data]. 

 Vision & Respond – 

identify our new, revised or 

renewed bias which will shape 

our beliefs, values, 

decisions, and behaviors. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Christian Shared Praxis Developed by Dr. Thomas Groome 
 

 "A teacher’s/facilitator’s first responsibility is not to answer questions but to help students identify and articulate their  
questions so that they the students choose to actively seek answers and have something upon which to attach answers." – Bill 
Cullen 



 "In education, especially in the education of senior high youth and adults, it is not our purpose to tell people what they 'should' 

think, feel, believe, value or do. Rather, our purpose is to give people data or information that 'makes' them think or rethink 

about what they think, feel, believe, value and do." – Bill Cullen 

 
The Pastoral Epistles 

By David Jenkins 
 https://www.christianity.com/wiki/bible/what-are-the-pastoral-epistles.html 

 

The Pastoral Epistles consist of three letters 1 Timothy, 2 Timothy, and Titus. All three of these letters are from the Apostle 
Paul nearing the end of his life and written to his young protegees in ministry, Timothy and Titus. 
 

Titus was written by Paul to encourage Titus, his brother in the faith whom Paul had left on Crete to lead the church Paul 
had established there during one of his missionary journeys (Titus 1:5). 
 

Paul wrote 1 Timothy to encourage Timothy in his responsibility in overseeing the Ephesians church (1 Timothy 1:3). Paul’s 
second letter to Timothy was written around AD 67 before the Apostle Paul was put to death. 
 

Paul was imprisoned in Rome and was all alone and abandoned and realized his life was coming to an end. 2 Timothy is 
Paul’s last words where he looks past his circumstances to demonstrate concern for Timothy and the churches. 
 

Paul uses his last words to encourage Timothy and all Christians to persevere in the faith (2 Timothy 3:14) and to proclaim 
the gospel of the Lord Jesus (2 Timothy 4:2). 
 

Issues Raised in Each Pastoral Epistle 
1 Timothy deals with matters related to church organization and worship covering matters such as the following: 

 Praying for governing leaders (1 Timothy 2); Women in relationship to authority (1 Timothy 2:9-15). 

 Dignity (Titus 3:11); Pastors and elders (1 Timothy 3:1-7; 1 Timothy 5:17-18). 

 Deacons (1 Timothy 3:8-10; 12); Warnings about those who would leave the faith (1 Timothy 4). 

 Instructions about various groups within the church, including widows (1 Timothy 5); Instructions about false 
teachers and contentment (1 Timothy 6).  

 

2 Timothy is the last of Paul’s epistles and where he shares his deep personal friendship with Timothy and much more 
including the following: 

 Not Being Ashamed of Christ (2 Timothy 1). 

 Being a good soldier of Christ, who is approved by God (2 Timothy 2). 

 Warnings of godlessness in the last days and the importance of Scripture (2 Timothy 3). 
 Challenges Timothy to Preach the Word (2 Timothy 4). 

 
Titus deals with matters related to the character and qualification of church officials such as elders (Titus 1:3-5), stating 
they are to be men of dignity, respect, honorable, and more. Titus also covers the importance of sound doctrine (Titus 2), 
and the importance of living out our faith in Christ by serving others (Titus 3). 
 

Why We Need The Pastoral Epistles Today 
The Pastoral Epistles are invaluable for church leaders today because they are full of heartfelt instruction and warnings 
that characterize the ministry of Paul. His teaching in the Pastoral epistles is vital today but specifically because of the 
following: 

 He speaks of church organization (1 Timothy 3:1-13; Titus 1:1-16). 

 Paul teaches about the mediatorial role of Christ (1 Timothy 2:5); Paul encourages Christians to persevere in faith 
(2 Timothy 2:14). 

 Paul teaches Christians to stand firm in sound doctrine (2 Timothy 1:1-2; 1:13-14); Paul writes about the 
inspiration of Scripture (2 Timothy 3:16). 

 Paul warns against false and apostate teachers (2 Timothy 3:1-17); The Pastoral epistles are the how-to-manual 
for pastors in all places and for all times. 

 

The Pastoral Epistles and Redemptive History 
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In the New Testament era, the Kingdom of God on earth takes the form in part through the local church composed of its 
members and ministry. 1 Timothy gives a wealth of information about the local church and its calling to promote the truth 
of Jesus Christ in the world. 
 

Paul’s point in 1 Timothy is that godliness is central to the Christian’s continuing in the gospel and the church’s 
proclamation of the gospel. Words relating to “godliness” occur ten times in this book (2:2; 10; 3:16; 4:7; 8; 5:4; 6:3, 5-6, 
11) and throughout the letter, Paul grounds godly behavior in the gospel of Jesus. 
 

Sadly, those whose behavior is contrary to the gospel of Christ deny the reality of the Christian faith (1:6, 19-20; 4:1; 5:6, 8, 
11-12; 6:9-10). Personal godliness is not only indispensable to perseverance in faithfulness but essential to the 
proclamation of the gospel. The theme of 1 Timothy is Christ-centered godliness for the sake of the gospel. 
 

2 Timothy contributes to the Bible’s story of salvation, showing it is not only universal but also personal and individual. 
Every individual needs salvation, and every individual ends their life either inside or outside of the Kingdom of God. 
 

2 Timothy tells the story of Paul’s final days as they are lived out in recollection of the life of faith that has preceded it. 
Paul’s experience is intended as a model for every Christian’s experience as every Christian faces the same glorious future 
that Paul did and the same struggle to persevere until death. 2 Timothy gives us a glimpse into the life of a man who lived 
well and died well in Christ. 
 

The master story of Scripture is partly the history of the Kingdom of God on earth and in heaven. The Church is the New 
Testament manifestation of the Kingdom of God on earth. The book of Titus tells the story of how pastors and 
congregations should live as embodiments of the Kingdom of God. 
 

Two emphases run throughout Titus — living (however anyone wants) and legalism (Titus 1:10-16). Living however you 
want is reckless, godless, seems to be rule-free. Legalism is dutiful, strict, and dry. The first takes advantage of the grace of 
God; the latter seeks to earn it. 
 

Though very different in their expression, Paul shows how both of these ideas grow from the same room hope in the flesh 
for personal fulfillment. The person who lives however they want feeds on the lusts of the flesh; the legalist feeds on the 
pride in his flesh. Both paths result in spiritual fatigue, strife, sin, and hatred of God. 
Paul shows in Titus that the answer to both — living however you want and legalism —  is the gospel. The gospel alone 
gives the security, love, and joy that the human heart craves. 
 

The gospel frees the people of God from captivity to the lusts of the flesh, and the need to exalt ourselves above others, as 
the absolute approval of the only One whose opinion matters and has been given to us as a gift in Christ. Christ is all we 
need for everlasting joy. 
 

The Purpose of the Pastoral Epistles 
The gospel creates, in the people of God, something every human religion is unable to create — a longing for God. The 
gospel “trains our hearts” to pursue righteousness and to be zealous for good works (Titus 2:11-12). 
 

The good news does this not through the threat of punishment or a promise of reward but by making us stand in awe of 
the God who gave Himself for His people. Regulating the flesh cannot curb sinful desire any more than you can tame a wild 
animal by changing it. 
Only by a profound experience with the grace of God can transform the heart. The gospel gives Christians satisfaction in 
God that curbs their desire for sin and the security in God that no failures on our part can threaten (Titus 2:11-14; 3:3-7). 
 

A proper understanding of the gospel produces joyful, generous, holy living. Where these things are absent, Paul says, so is 
the power of the gospel. Paul urges the people of God to strive for good works (Titus 2:4, 7, 10; 3:8, 14). When they do so 
with the motivations of grace, the difference between the gospel and legalism will be made clear. 
 

What Does This Mean? 
Paul believes that as the gospel grows deeper in the people of God, it will grow wider in the world (Colossians 1:5-6). Paul’s 
prescription in Titus is not for the Cretan Christians to try harder at being better. Paul wants these Christians and Christians 
today to believe the gospel more deeply. If they and us today will focus on the roots of the gospel, they will produce the 
fruits of godliness (Titus 2:10; 3:14). 
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Dave Jenkins is the Executive Director of Servants of Grace Ministries, the Executive Editor of Theology for Life Magazine, 
and the Host of the Equipping You in Grace Podcast and Warriors of Grace Podcast. 

 
 
 

 
 

Video 
Bible Project – 9:16 min. – 1 Timothy – https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7RoqnGcEjcs 
Bible Project – 7:45 min. – 2 Timothy – https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=urlvnxCaL00 
Bible Project – 8:21 min. – 1 Titus – https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PUEYCVXJM3k 
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"The Bible is alive, it speaks to me; it has feet, it runs after me;  

it has hands, it lays hold of me." – Martin Luther 

 
 
 
 

 
“Speak Lord, Your Servant Is Listening” (1 Samuel 3:10). 

 



Underline or highlight words you find particularly significant in the passages. 
As they apply, complete the sentence stems below: (feel free to be selective)  

 

1. As I reflect upon these passages, a question I have is…. 
2. A new or renewed thought for me is…. 
3. A common denominator that seems to run through many of the passages is…. 
4. In at least one verse, something I found to be unique, surprising and/or challenging is….  
5. The audience addressed & the context of the passage(s), both historically and within the chapter, suggest… 
6. A related or some related Scripture passage(s) that come to mind are…. 
7. These passages seem to align or not align with the historical teaching of church of or in… 
8. These passages seem to align or not align with contemporary society’s thinking of or in…  
9. These passages would have me understand my vocation of loving my neighbor to mean…. 
10. If God is serious here and means for me to take these passages seriously,…. 
11. In light of these passages “living a life worthy of my calling/vocation” means…. 
12. In the light of what God is telling/showing me in these passages I think, feel, and/or believe…. 
13. In and by the empowering grace of God I will…. 

 
If through a passage you feel God… (explain). 

 

i. convicting you, --------------------------------------------------------------- mark it “C”. 
ii. disturbing you, --------------------------------------------------------------- mark it “D”. 

iii. inspiring or challenging you, ---------------------------------------------- mark it  “I”. 
iv. forgiving and/or comforting you, ---------------------------------------- mark it “F.” 
v. guiding you, giving you direction, --------------------------------------- mark it “G”. 

vi. sending or commissioning you for mission or service, ------------- mark it “S”. 

 To/for whom or what are you being sent ______________________ 
vii. empowering you, ------------------------------------------------------------ mark it “E”. 

viii. The passage that is the most meaningful for you today------------    mark it *. 
 

Bill Cullen’s Goals in and for Bible study: 
 

1. Participants experience the presence and touch of God.   
2. Participants leave wanting to return. 
3. Participants leave wanting to respond to God’s touch. 
4. Participants experience being a part of the Body of Christ. 
5. Participants gain some sort of Biblical knowledge and/or insight. 

 

NOTE: For Bill the first goal is the primary goal. If it happens, and only it, the time has still been well spent. However, when the 
first goal happens, it typically leads to the following four goals happening. The fifth goal is important, but it is only important as it 
serves the above four goals. If the fifth goal is made to be the most important, it generally comes at the expense of the above 
four.  

 

“Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up” (1 Corinthians 8:1) 

 
 

1 Timothy 
 

1 Timothy 1:1-20 (NIV)  
___1  Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the command of 
God our Savior and of Christ Jesus our hope,  
___2  To Timothy my true son in the faith: Grace, mercy 
and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our 

Lord.  
 
Warning Against False Teachers of the Law 
___3  As I urged you when I went into Macedonia, stay 
there in Ephesus so that you may command certain men 
not to teach false doctrines any longer  



___4  nor to devote themselves to myths and endless 
genealogies. These promote controversies rather than 
God's work--which is by faith.  
___5  The goal of this command is love, which comes 
from a pure heart and a good conscience and a sincere 
faith.  
___6  Some have wandered away from these and turned 
to meaningless talk.  
___7  They want to be teachers of the law, but they do 
not know what they are talking about or what they so 
confidently affirm.  
___8  We know that the law is good if one uses it 
properly.  
___9  We also know that law is made not for the 
righteous but for lawbreakers and rebels, the ungodly 
and sinful, the unholy and irreligious; for those who kill 
their fathers or mothers, for murderers,  
___10  for adulterers and perverts, for slave traders and 
liars and perjurers--and for whatever else is contrary to 
the sound doctrine 
___11  that conforms to the glorious gospel of the blessed 
God, which he entrusted to me.  
 
The Lord’s Grace to Paul 
___12  I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me 
strength, that he considered me faithful, appointing me 
to his service.  
___13  Even though I was once a blasphemer and a 
persecutor and a violent man, I was shown mercy 
because I acted in ignorance and unbelief.  
___14  The grace of our Lord was poured out on me 
abundantly, along with the faith and love that are in 
Christ Jesus.  
___15  Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full 
acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners--of whom I am the worst.  
___16  But for that very reason I was shown mercy so that 
in me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might display his 
unlimited patience as an example for those who would 
believe on him and receive eternal life.  
___17  Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the  
only God, be honor and glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
REFLECT AND DISCUSS 
1. Paul saw himself as an apostle in Greek ἀπόστολος – 

apostolos meaning “one who is sent,” 
“commissioned” like an ambassador. He sees himself 
sent, being commanded by God, by Jesus – God 
incarnate (Jn 1:1,14). God’s credentials are He is the 
Savior and our hope.  

 To what extent do you see yourself an 
“Apostolos,” a “sent one” by the command of 
Jesus? Explain. (see Mt 28:19-20; Jn 17:15-18; Acts 
1:8; 2 Cor 5:17-20)  

 What has Jesus commissioned you to do? Explain. 
(see Mk 5:19; Jn 13:34-35; Jn 15:4-5,8,12,16-17; Gal 
6:2,9-10; Col 4:5-6; 1 Pe 3:15) 

 What does living a life worthy of your calling (Eph 

4:1) look like? 
2. Paul calls Timothy his son (v.2). Paul was Timothy’s 

mentor. 

 Who has been a spiritual mentor for you? Explain. 

 Do you have anyone you are mentoring in his/her 
faith journey?  

3. What are some fruitless things that cause 
controversies that people in our world tend to devote 
themselves? …people in the church? How about 
yourself? (see Prov 10:19; Mt 12:36-37; 1 Cor 2:2; Eph 
4:29;1 Tim 3:3; 1 Tim 4:7; 1 Tim 5:13; 1 Tim 6:3-4,20; 2 
Tim 2:14,16,23; 2 Tim 4:3-4; Tit 3:9-10; Jas 1:19,26) 

4. Vv. 8-10 – Theologians talk about three uses of the 
law: curb, mirror, and guide. What is your 
understanding and value of each? Which is being used 
here? (see also Ps 25:4-5; Ps 119:105; Ro 7:7; Gal 3:24; 
Gal 5:18) 

 
 
 

REFLECT AND DISCUSS 
1. Paul considered himself to be “chief of sinners.” (v. 15) 

Reflect upon and discuss the statements:  

 “The better we know God the more we realize 
how far short we fall of His good and perfect will 
and ways, and the more the richness of His grace 
comes to mean to us.” 

 “Statements like ‘At least I don’t…’ demonstrate a 
misunderstanding of grace as they imply being at 
least somewhat deserving or more deserving of 
grace than someone who does….” 

 The multitude of my sin might tax even God’s 
ability to count. Thankfully, there is no need to 
count them as Jesus has already made atonement 
for them all.” 

2. Do you think people see themselves as: (1) deserving 
and entitled to grace, (2) somewhat deserving of 
grace, (3) more deserving of grace than some, (4) 
TOTALLY undeserving of grace. (see Lk 7:36-48; Lk 18:9-
14; Ro 3:9-25; Ro 6:23; Eph 2:8-9; Phil 3:3-8; Tit 3:4-5) 

3. How would you illustrate God’s grace for you in a 
picture/painting/drawing or in a poem/song? 

___18  Timothy, my son, I give you this instruction in 
keeping with the prophecies once made about you, so 
that by following them you may fight the good fight,  
___19  holding on to faith and a good conscience. Some 
have rejected these and so have shipwrecked their faith.  
___20  Among them are Hymenaeus and Alexander, 
whom I have handed over to Satan to be taught not to 
blaspheme.  
 

1 Timothy 2:1-15 (NIV)  
Instructions on Appropriate Behavior and God’s Desire 



___1  I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, 
intercession and thanksgiving be made for everyone— 
___2  for kings and all those in authority, that we may live 
peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness.  
___3  This is good, and pleases God our Savior,  
___4  who wants all men to be saved and to come to a 
knowledge of the truth.  
___5  For there is one God and one mediator between 
God and men, the man Christ Jesus,  
___6  who gave himself as a ransom for all men--the 
testimony given in its proper time.  
___7  And for this purpose I was appointed a herald and 
an apostle--I am telling the truth, I am not lying--and a 
teacher of the true faith to the Gentiles.  
___8  I want men everywhere to lift up holy hands in 
prayer, without anger or disputing.  
___9  I also want women to dress modestly, with decency 
and propriety, not with braided hair or gold or pearls or 
expensive clothes,  
___10  but with good deeds, appropriate for women who 
profess to worship God.  
___11  A woman should learn in quietness and full 
submission.  
___12  I do not permit a woman to teach or to have 
authority over a man; she must be silent.  
___13  For Adam was formed first, then Eve.  
___14  And Adam was not the one deceived; it was the 
woman who was deceived and became a sinner.  
___15  But women will be saved through childbearing--if 
they continue in faith, love and holiness with propriety.  
 
1 Timothy 3:1-16 (NIV)  
Overseers and Deacons 
___1  Here is a trustworthy saying: If anyone sets his 
heart on being an overseer, he desires a noble task.  
___2  Now the overseer must be above reproach, the 
husband of but one wife, temperate, self-controlled, 
respectable, hospitable, able to teach,  
___3  not given to drunkenness, not violent but gentle, 
not quarrelsome, not a lover of money.  
___4  He must manage his own family well and see that 
his children obey him with proper respect.  
___5  (If anyone does not know how to manage his own  
 
4. What is “the good fight”? How would you describe it? 
5. As you “fight the good fight” (v. 18; 1 Tim 6:12), do you 

feel you are (1) winning, (2) drawing or (3) losing? 
Explain. 

6. What does the “good fight” involve or look like?  

 
 
 
 
REFLECT AND DISCUSS 

1. What is your understanding of vv. 3-7 and what are 
the implications of these verses for us (see Gen 12:3; 
Mt 28:28; Lk 2:30-32; Lk 5:31-32; Lk 15:1-7; Lk 19:10; Jn 
3:16-17; Acts 1:8; Gal 3:28; Col 1:24,27; Tit 3:4-5; 1 Jn 2:2) 

 How would you describe God’s heart? To what 
would you liken it? 

 How would you describe God’s compassion and 
His passion in His compassion? 

2. Vv. – 8-11 What do these verses suggest about 
appropriate behavior and principles for appropriate 
behavior for Christians?  

3. What is to govern everything we do (see Jn 13:34-35; 1 
Cor 13:1-8,13; 1 Cor 16:14; Col 3:12-14) 

4. What questions, if any, do these verses raise for you? 
What other Scripture passages can you find that deal 
with the questions you have? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
REFLECT AND DISCUSS 
1. Using 1 Tim 3:1-10,12-13 and Tit 1:6-9 as a guide, make 

a list of qualifications we should look for in our 
professional church workers. Is there anything you 
would add or delete? Explain. 

 Are these character traits we should look for in 
any church leader? Is there anything you would 
add or delete? Explain. 

 Are these character traits we should expect in or 
from any Christian? Is there anything you would 
add of delete? Explain. 

2. Should church work professionals be held to a higher 
standard than a layperson? Why or why not?  

family, how can he take care of God's church?)  
___6  He must not be a recent convert, or he may 
become conceited and fall under the same judgment as 
the devil.  
___7  He must also have a good reputation with 
outsiders, so that he will not fall into disgrace and into 
the devil's trap.  
___8  Deacons, likewise, are to be men worthy of respect, 
sincere, not indulging in much wine, and not pursuing 
dishonest gain.  



___9  They must keep hold of the deep truths of the faith 
with a clear conscience.  
___10  They must first be tested; and then if there is 
nothing against them, let them serve as deacons.  
___11  In the same way, their wives are to be women 
worthy of respect, not malicious talkers but temperate 
and trustworthy in everything.  
___12  A deacon must be the husband of but one wife 
and must manage his children and his household well.  
___13  Those who have served well gain an excellent 
standing and great assurance in their faith in Christ Jesus.  
___14  Although I hope to come to you soon, I am writing 
you these instructions so that,  
___15  if I am delayed, you will know how people ought to 
conduct themselves in God's household, which is the 
church of the living God, the pillar and foundation of the 
truth.  
___16  Beyond all question, the mystery of godliness is 
great: He appeared in a body, was vindicated by the 
Spirit, was seen by angels, was preached among the 
nations, was believed on in the world, was taken up in 
glory.  
 
1 Timothy 4:1-16 (NIV)  
Instructions to Timothy 
___1  The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will 
abandon the faith and follow deceiving spirits and things 
taught by demons.  
___2  Such teachings come through hypocritical liars, 
whose consciences have been seared as with a hot iron.  
___3  They forbid people to marry and order them to 
abstain from certain foods, which God created to be 
received with thanksgiving by those who believe and 
who know the truth.  
___4  For everything God created is good, and nothing is 
to be rejected if it is received with thanksgiving,  
___5  because it is consecrated by the word of God and 
prayer.  
___6  If you point these things out to the brothers, you 
will be a good minister of Christ Jesus, brought up in the 
truths of the faith and of the good teaching that you 
have followed.  
___7  Have nothing to do with godless myths and old 
wives' tales; rather, train yourself to be godly.  
___8  For physical training is of some value, but godliness  
has value for all things, holding promise for both the 
present life and the life to come.  

 How should church discipline be handled with 
church professional? (see Mt 18:15-22; Lk 17:3-4; 1 
Cor 5:1-5; 2 Cor 2:5-11; Gal 2:11-14) 

3. Vv. 3:11-12 – To what standard should a church 
workers’ family be held? 

4. Why does Paul list the qualifications he does? Why 
are they important? (see Mt 5:15; 1 Pe 3:15-16) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REFLECT AND DISCUSS 
1. Vv. 1-2 – Scripture identifies Satan as “the father of 

lies” (see Jn 8:44). He is a master of half-truth, seeking 

to manipulate even the Scriptures by putting his own 

special twist on them (see Mt 4:6). 

 Brainstorm and list deceptive teachings being 
propagated in our culture today. (see Col 2:8) 

 Through what vehicles are they being 
propagated? With what effectiveness? (see Mt 
10:16; Lk 16:8-9)  

 Which of these do you see worming their way 
into and impacting the church? …into your life? 
(see Ps 119:105; Prov 3:5-6; Jn 8:31-32; 2 Tim 3:16-
17) 

2. V. 3-5 mentions some erroneous teachings of Paul’s 
day. (see also Gal 5:1-12; Col 2:16-23) What made many 
of these things bad was not the act/behavior itself, 
but the reasoning behind the act or behavior. Many 
times the act was a means to appease God and merit 
God’s blessing – it was a form of legalism and works-
righteousness, subverting the gospel. (see Eph 2:8-9; 
Tit 3:5)   

3. What is the difference between freedom and license?  
4. Reflect upon and discuss the following statements: 

 “Just because I can, doesn’t mean I should.” 

 
___9  This is a trustworthy saying that deserves full 
acceptance  
___10  (and for this we labor and strive), that we have put 
our hope in the living God, who is the Savior of all men, 
and especially of those who believe.  
___11  Command and teach these things.  



___12  Don't let anyone look down on you because you 
are young, but set an example for the believers in 
speech, in life, in love, in faith and in purity.  
___13  Until I come, devote yourself to the public reading 
of Scripture, to preaching and to teaching.  
___14  Do not neglect your gift, which was given you 
through a prophetic message when the body of elders 
laid their hands on you.  
___15  Be diligent in these matters; give yourself wholly 
to them, so that everyone may see your progress.  
___16  Watch your life and doctrine closely. Persevere in 
them, because if you do, you will save both yourself and 
your hearers.  
 

1 Timothy 5:1-25 (NIV)  
Advice About Widows, Elders and Slaves 
___1  Do not rebuke an older man harshly, but exhort 
him as if he were your father. Treat younger men as 
brothers,  
___2  older women as mothers, and younger women as 
sisters, with absolute purity.  
___3  Give proper recognition to those widows who are 
really in need.  
___4  But if a widow has children or grandchildren, these 
should learn first of all to put their religion into practice 
by caring for their own family and so repaying their 
parents and grandparents, for this is pleasing to God.  
___5  The widow who is really in need and left all alone 
puts her hope in God and continues night and day to 
pray and to ask God for help.  
___6  But the widow who lives for pleasure is dead even 
while she lives.  
___7  Give the people these instructions, too, so that no 
one may be open to blame.  
___8  If anyone does not provide for his relatives, and 
especially for his immediate family, he has denied the 
faith and is worse than an unbeliever.  
___9  No widow may be put on the list of widows unless 
she is over sixty, has been faithful to her husband,  
___10  and is well known for her good deeds, such as 
bringing up children, showing hospitality, washing the 
feet of the saints, helping those in trouble and devoting 
herself to all kinds of good deeds.  
___11  As for younger widows, do not put them on such a 
list. For when their sensual desires overcome their 
dedication to Christ, they want to marry.  
___12  Thus they bring judgment on themselves, because  
they have broken their first pledge.  
___13  Besides, they get into the habit of being idle and 
 

 “With freedom comes response-ability.” 

 “Having the freedom to say ‘Yes” also means 
having the freedom to say ‘No.’ Freedom gives me 
choice.” 

5. What is to govern how we exercise our freedom? (see 
Ro 14:1-12; Ro 15:1-2; 1 Cor 9:19-22; 1 Cor 16:14; Gal 
5:1,13-14) 

6. Vv. 11-16 seem especially appropriate for a young 
pastor (Timothy). Make a list of instructions given in 
these verses. Discuss the extent to which they are 
instructions for a young pastor and to what extent 
they are instructions for all Christians – to and for you. 
(see Ro 12:6-8; 1 Cor 12:7; Eph 4:1,11-13,16; 2 Tim 3:15-
17; 2 Tim 4:2; 1 Pe 4:9-11) 

 
 
  
 

 
REFLECT AND DISCUSS 
1. Read vv. 1-2 carefully. What do you understand them 

to be saying and what aren’t they saying?  
 Do they allow for elders to be corrected by their 

juniors? Explain.  
 How do you understand the 4

th
 Commandment 

(Ex 20:12) in light of these verses? 

2. Read vv. 3-8 in con junction with Ex 22:21-27; Ex 23:9-
22; Lev 19:9-10; Dt 10:17-19; Dt 24:14-21; Dt 26:12-13; 
Mt 25:35-40; Gal 6:2,9-10; Eph 4:28,32; Phil 1:9; Jas 1:27; 

1 Jn 3:16-18.   

 We are to love everyone, not looking out for our 
own interest (Phil 2:4) even to the extent of laying 
down our own lives for them (1 Jn 3:16), but we 
are also to love wisely (Phil 1:9). Practically 
speaking, what does this mean and look like?   

 In what ways are you and your congregation 
loving and caring for those in your family? …your 
family of faith? …your community? …people 
beyond your community? 

3. What seems to be Paul’s concern in vv. 9-16? 

 These verses are not meant to be use 
legalistically, but as a guideline. How might the 
church or individual Christians rationalize these 
verses to give them an excuse to not get 
involved? 

 How might we guard against a misuse of these 
verses? 

4. What balance does 1 Cor 9:8-18 provide to vv. 17-18? 
5. How do you understand vv. 19-20 in light of Num 

35:30; Dt 17:6; Dt 19:15; Mt 18:15-20? 

 How was this meant to be a safe-guard to those 
being accused? 

 How is this reflected in today’s legal system? …in 
the media and in the court of public opinion? 

6. Some Christians use v. 23 as a justification for the 
drinking of alcohol? What do you think? (see also Jn 
2:6-10; Eph 5:18) 

going about from house to house. And not only do they 
become idlers, but also gossips and busybodies, saying 
things they ought not to.  



___14  So I counsel younger widows to marry, to have 
children, to manage their homes and to give the enemy 
no opportunity for slander.  
___15  Some have in fact already turned away to follow 
Satan.  
___16  If any woman who is a believer has widows in her 
family, she should help them and not let the church be 
burdened with them, so that the church can help those 
widows who are really in need.  
___17  The elders who direct the affairs of the church well 
are worthy of double honor, especially those whose 
work is preaching and teaching.  
___18  For the Scripture says, "Do not muzzle the ox while 
it is treading out the grain," and "The worker deserves 
his wages."  
___19  Do not entertain an accusation against an elder 
unless it is brought by two or three witnesses. 
___20  Those who sin are to be rebuked publicly, so that 
the others may take warning.  
___21  I charge you, in the sight of God and Christ Jesus 
and the elect angels, to keep these instructions without 
partiality, and to do nothing out of favoritism.  
___22  Do not be hasty in the laying on of hands, and do 
not share in the sins of others. Keep yourself pure.  
___23  Stop drinking only water, and use a little wine 
because of your stomach and your frequent illnesses. 
___24  The sins of some men are obvious, reaching the 
place of judgment ahead of them; the sins of others trail 
behind them.  
___25  In the same way, good deeds are obvious, and 
even those that are not cannot be hidden.  
 

1 Timothy 6:1-21 (NIV)  
___1  All who are under the yoke of slavery should 
consider their masters worthy of full respect, so that 
God's name and our teaching may not be slandered.  
___2  Those who have believing masters are not to show 
less respect for them because they are brothers. Instead, 
they are to serve them even better, because those who 
benefit from their service are believers, and dear to 
them. These are the things you are to teach and urge on 
them.  
 
Love of Money 
___3  If anyone teaches false doctrines and does not 
agree to the sound instruction of our Lord Jesus Christ 
and to godly teaching,  
___4  he is conceited and understands nothing. He has an 
unhealthy interest in controversies and quarrels about 
words that result in envy, strife, malicious talk, evil  
suspicions 
___5  and constant friction between men of corrupt 
mind, who have been robbed of the truth and who think 
that 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
REFLECT AND DISCUSS 
Vs. 1-2 – What do these verses suggest about equality, 
roles, stations in life, valuing of people, etc.? (see also 

Gal 3:28; Eph 6:6-9; Col 3:22-23; Jas 2:1,5-7) 

 
 
 
 

 
REFLECT AND DISCUSS  
1. Read vv. 3-4 in conjunction with Prov 10:19; Mt 12:36-

37; Acts 17:11;  1 Cor 2:2; Eph 4:29; Phil 3:12-16; 1 Tim 
1:4-5; 1 Tim 3:3; 1 Tim 4:7,16; 1 Tim 5:13; 1 Tim 6:20; 2 
Tim 2:14,16,23; 2 Tim 3:16-17; 2 Tim 4:2; Tit 3:9-10; 
Jas 1:19,26. 

 React to and discuss the statement: “Doctrinal 
differences should not cause division, but should 
bring us to the table around the Scriptures for 
conversation and mutual edification as we 
together seek to grow in our knowledge,  

godliness is a means to financial gain.  



___6  But godliness with contentment is great gain.  
___7  For we brought nothing into the world, and we can 
take nothing out of it.  
___8  But if we have food and clothing, we will be content 
with that.  
___9  People who want to get rich fall into temptation 
and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires 
that plunge men into ruin and destruction.  
___10  For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. 
Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the 
faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.  
 
Paul’s Charge to Timothy 
___11  But you, man of God, flee from all this, and pursue 
righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance and 
gentleness.  
___12  Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the 
eternal life to which you were called when you made 
your good confession in the presence of many witnesses.  
___13  In the sight of God, who gives life to everything, 
and of Christ Jesus, who while testifying before Pontius 
Pilate made the good confession, I charge you  
___14  to keep this command without spot or blame until 
the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
___15  which God will bring about in his own time--God,  
the blessed and only Ruler, the King of kings and Lord of 
lords,  
___16  who alone is immortal and who lives in 
unapproachable light, whom no one has seen or can see. 
To him be honor and might forever. Amen.  
___17  Command those who are rich in this present world 
not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which 
is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly 
provides us with everything for our enjoyment.  
___18  Command them to do good, to be rich in good 
deeds, and to be generous and willing to share.  
___19  In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves 
as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they 
may take hold of the life that is truly life.  
___20  Timothy, guard what has been entrusted to your 
care. Turn away from godless chatter and the opposing 
ideas of what is falsely called knowledge,  
___21  which some have professed and in so doing have 
wandered from the faith. Grace be with you.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

understanding, and sense of unity.” 

 What words of wisdom do the verses listed 
provide for such conversation? 

2. What evils tend to be rooted in “the love of money”? 

 What can we do to avoid such evils? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
REFLECT AND DISCUSS 
1. Brainstorm and list things people commonly pursue in 

life. Then list things you tend to pursue in life. 
Compare these to what Paul encourages us to pursue 
in v. 11. Reflect upon and discuss the comparisons. 

 What does it mean to pursue righteousness? 
…godliness? …faith? …love? …endurance? 
…gentleness? 

 For you, which is more of a struggle? Explain. 
2. V. 12 – What does the “good fight of faith look like”? 

(see also 1 Tim 1:18; Eph 6:11-18) 

 What is the purpose of the fight? (see Mt 9:13; Mt 
28:19-20; Lk 19:10; Eph 1:9-10; Col 1:24; 1 Tim 2:3-6) 

3. Which descriptors of Jesus in vv. 14-16 is most 
meaningful for you? Explain. 

4. V. 17 – What is your understanding of arrogances?  

 Concerning what do people tend to become 
arrogant? 

5. In what do people put their hope? 

 How is Jesus our only sure hope? 
6. V. 18 – why ought Christians do good? (see Mt 5:16; Mt 

10:8; Mt 25:35-40; Jn 13:34-35; Eph 2:8-9; 2 Tim 3:16-17; 
Jas 2:26; 1 Jn 3:16-18; 1 Jn 4:19-21)  

 Martin Luther has been quoted as saying “God 
doesn’t need your good works, but your neighbor 
does.” What does this mean? 

7. What do you most want to remember from this study 
of 1 Timothy? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Devotional Thoughts and Reflections on 1 Timothy 
 
1 Tim 1:1 “Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the command of God our Savior and of Christ Jesus our hope,”  Jesus, this verse is 
very meaningful for me at this time. Paul was an apostle (sent) by Your command. I struggle with my sense of “sentness” as I 
question my effectiveness. This passage reaffirms my calling, if not my effectiveness. Jesus, if or as You have called me, make me 
more effective in my calling. Make me a blessing rather than a hindrance in the advancement of Your Gospel and Your Kingdom. 
Apart from You I can do nothing. – Jn 15:5; 1 Cor 12:7; 2 Cor 3:4-6; 2 Cor 12:8-10; Eph 4:7; Ephesians 4:11-13; Col 1:29  
 

1 Tim 1:3-4 “As I urged you when I went into Macedonia, stay there in Ephesus so that you may command certain men not to 
teach false doctrines any longer 

4 
nor to devote themselves to myths and endless genealogies. These promote controversies 

rather than God's work—which is by faith.” Jesus, personally, Biblically speaking, I think that I am pretty conservative (some 
would disagree). At the same time, I want to major in the majors rather than in the minors. I believe in 6 — 24-hour day creation, 
but for me that is a MINOR. Believing in You as the Way, the Truth and the Life that is a MAJOR. Keep me focused on the majors 
in my witness and service. – Mt 22:37-40; Acts 16:1-3; Ro 14:1; 1 Cor 2:2; 1 Cor 8:1; Gal 5:6; Gal 5:13; Col 2:16-23 
 

1 Tim 1:5 “The goal of this command is love, which comes from a pure heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith.” Jesus, 
I find it interesting that Scripture seems to emphasize love over purity of doctrine. While both are important, make love the 
dominant focus of my life, which is to say make You the dominant focus of my life for You are love incarnate. This love is agape 
love which is understood in a commitment that transcends any “feelings” of the moment—whether positive or negative. This 
love is a commitment to act in the best interests of the beloved. This is a love that comes not to condemn, but to save. – Mt 
22:37-40; Jn 3:16-17; Jn 13:34-35; Ro 5:8; Ro 13:8; 1 Cor 2:2; 1 Cor 8:1; 1 Cor 13:13; 1 Cor. 16:14; Gal 5:6; Gal 5:13; 1 Th 4:9-10; 
Jas 1:27; 1 Jn 3:16-18; 1 Jn 4:7-8; 1 Jn 4:19-21 
 

1 Tim 1:8 “We know that the law is good if one uses it properly.” Jesus, we teach three uses of the law: as a curb to keep us in 
bounds and from doing too much harm to others or ourselves – 1 Tim 1:9-10; – as a mirror showing us our need for a Savior Gal 
3:24; as a guide leading us into Your will – Ps 119:105. – The law is not meant to burden, but to protect and instruct – Jn 1:11, – 
and it can be summed up in one word—LOVE. – Mt 22:27-40; Jn 13:34-35; Ro 13:8-10; 1 Cor 16:14; Gal 5:14; Gal 6:2; Jas 2:8; 1 Jn 
4:7-8 Teach me, lead me to love. 
 

1 Tim 1:12 “I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, whose given me strength, that he considered me faithful, appointing me to his 
service.” Jesus, I do thank You for calling me into and strengthening me for service in Your Kingdom. I am humbled because all 
too often I am not faithful. Make me worthy of my calling. – Eph 4:1 – Help me to be faithful in and with the trust You have 
bestowed upon me. Phil 2:12-13 Help me to love others as You love me. – Jn 13:35 – Help me to love wisely. – Phil 1:9 – Help me 
to proclaim and to share Your gospel truthfully in Word and deed in such a way that it births and nurtures faith and discipleship 
in those You have called me to serve. – 2 Tim 2:15; 2 Tim 4:2; Jas 1:22 
 

1 Tim 1:13-14 “Even though I was once a blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent man, I was shown mercy because I acted 
in ignorance and unbelief. The grace of our Lord was poured out on me abundantly, along with the faith and love that are in 
Christ Jesus.” Jesus, at least Paul had an excuse—ignorance and unbelief. I sin without excuse. I believe in You. I know You, yet I 
continue to sin. However, like Paul, YOU pour out Your grace upon me. – Ro 5:8  – Thank You. THANK YOU! You pour your grace 
not because of who I am, but because of who You are. You are LOVE. Move me now to live and love so graciously. Move me to 
live and to love as You have loved me. – Jn 13:34-35; Eph 4:32; 1 Th 4:9-10; Tit 3:4-6; 1 Jn 4:7-16  
 

1 Tim 1:15 “Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of 
whom I am the worst.” Jesus, Paul identifies himself as chief of sinners. I, likewise, must so identify myself. I may not have 
committed the sins of a Hitler or a Bin-Laden, but I have failed to live up to my knowledge of You and my experience of Your 
grace as much as a Hitler or a Bin-Laden or anyone has failed to live up to their knowledge of You. Thank You for grace. Thank 
You that grace is dependent upon You and not upon me. Help me now to live a life more worthy all the grace I have received. – 
Ro 3:23; Ro 5:6-8; Ro 12:1; Eph 2:8-10; Eph 4:1; Phil 2:12-13; Jas 4:17; 1 Jn 4:9-16 
 

1 Tim 1:16 “But for that very reason I was shown mercy so that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might display his 
unlimited patience as an example for those who would believe on him and receive eternal life.” Jesus, neither my salvation nor 
anything positive I have achieved is about me. It is all about YOU, Your love, Your work, Your sacrifice. Apart from You I am 
nothing and apart from You I can do nothing that isn’t tainted with sin. – Heb 11:6 – However, it is as You work in and through 
my weaknesses that Your strength, love and grace are magnified. You work through me not because of me, but in spite of me. – 
Jn 15:4-5; 1 Cor 1:18-25; 2 Cor 3:4-6; 2 Cor 12:8-10 – Thank YOU! Thank YOU! I am undeserving, but ever grateful. – Ro 3:23-25; 
Eph 2:8-9  – Help me now to increasingly work out (not for) my salvation as You work within me and through me for others. – 
Phil 2:12-13; Gal 5:25 
 



1 Tim 2:1-2 “I urge…that requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for everyone—for…all those in authority, 
that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness.” Jesus, prayer needs to be a bigger part of my life, 
especially prayers of intercession and thanksgiving. Teach me. Lead me to pray. I pray now not to inform You in regard to my 
agenda, but I pray seeking Your agenda and to learn how You might have me be a part of it. – Mt 6:7-8. – I pray for Your will to 
be done on earth and in my life, even as it is done is heaven. – Mt 6:10. – I pray for our leaders and how I might provide godly 
wisdom and support. As I pray help me to truly listen in order that You inform me. As You inform, move and enable me to 
perform as one set apart for Your purposes. – Mt 7:7-8; Eph 4:1; Phil 2:12-13; Phil 4:6; 1 Th 5:17; 2 Pe 1:3-9  
 

1 Tim 2:3-4 “This is good, and pleases God our Savior, who wants all people to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the 
truth.” Jesus, it can be easy to discount certain people – those who do not run in our social circles, those who have committed 
sins that we find particularly offensive (terrorism, rape, etc.), but You died for ALL people and desire ALL people to be saved. You 
died for ALL people – 1 Jn 2:2 – and Your plans for ALL people both now and eternally are plans for good and not for evil  – Jer 
29:11-13. – A primary purpose of Your church on earth is be an incarnation (a fleshing out) of Your presence, and to reach out 
with Your love and saving grace to those who do not yet know You. – Lk 19:10 – Jesus, help me to discount or minimize NO ONE. 
Increasingly make me an instrument of Your grace to anyone and everyone I encounter, particularly to the troublesome. – Mt 
9:13; Ro 10:14-17; Phil 1:21-25; Col 1:24; 1 Tim 1:15-16  
 

1 Tim 2:5-6 “For there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a  
ransom for all men—the testimony given in its proper time.” Jesus. this verse in a backhanded way affirms the concept of Trinity 
(one God), but for me its main message is that You are the one and only way of and for salvation (one mediator) – John 14:6 – 
and that You are that mediator not by pleading us innocence (which we are not), but by ransoming us—fully acknowledging our 
sin, but then You Yourself paying the price of penalty for our sins. Thus no guilt or outstanding debt remains. This is true love—
give one’s self to pay for the guilt of another resulting in COMPLETE atonement and redemption. – Jn 3:17; Ro 5:6-8; 2 Cor 5:21; 
Heb 9:12-14,28; 1 Jn 2:2 – What can I say, but “Thank You!” 
 

1 Tim 2:7 “…for this purpose I was appointed a herald and an apostle….” Jesus in a very real sense by virtue of our baptisms we 
are all heralds and apostles (sent ones) each in our own ways to proclaim You and Your grace. Be it as pastor, commissioned 
minister, or a lay person/minister; be it from a pulpit, over a cup of coffee, or over a beer, use us to be bearers of Your presence 
and effective communicators of Your grace. – Jn 17:15-18; Acts 1:8; 2 Cor 5:17-20; Eph 4:11-13; Col 1:28-29; 2 Tim 2:6-7; 1 Pe 2:9  
 

1 Tim 2:8 “I want men everywhere to lift up holy hands in prayer, without anger or disputing.” Jesus, this verse suggests to me 
that my prayers should be more prayers “for” than prayers “against.” As Christians we should have more of a reputation for what 
we are “for” rather than for what we are “against.” In my prayers, help me to pray with Your heart in concern “for” all people, 
including those I have labelled “chief of sinners,” who in reality is me. – 1 Tim 1:15; Ro 5:6-8 – Help me be “for” those with whom 
I disagree without compromising over that in which we might disagree. – Phil 4:29; Col 4:5-6; 2 Tim 2:23-26; Jas 1:19 
 

1 Tim 2:9-10 “I also want women to dress modestly, with decency and propriety, not with braided hair or gold or pearls or 
expensive clothes, but with good deeds, appropriate for women who profess to worship God.” Jesus, You would have all of us, 
men and women, to be appropriately dressed according to our means, not unduly attracting attention to ourselves. Rather You 
would have all of us to be adorn by love and the good deeds which You have intended us to do. –  Mt 25:34-46; Jn 15:35; Eph 
2:10; Gal 6:2,9-10; 2 Tim 3:16-17; Jas 4:17; 1 Jn 3:18   
 

1 Tim 3:2-4 “The overseer must be above reproach, the husband of but one wife, temperate, self-controlled, respectable, 
hospitable, able to teach, not given to drunkenness, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money. He must 
manage his own family well and see that his children obey him with proper respect.” Jesus, as I read this it would seem that 
good Christian leadership is as much, if not more, about character and being an example as it is about skill and training (not that 
skill and training are unimportant). Help me to work on my character as much as, if not more than, I seek to work on my skills. 
Make love always the foundation, the alpha and omega of my character. Such character is a character which is founded in, by, 
and through YOU. – Ro 5:1-5; 1 Cor 13:4-8; 1 Cor 16:14; Gal 4:19; Gal 5:22-23; Eph 4:1-3; 2 Tim 1:7; 2 Pe 1:3-9; Rev 1:8 
 

1 Tim 3:5-7 “(If anyone does not know how to manage his own family, how can he take care of God's church?) He must not be 
a recent convert, or he may become conceited and fall under the same judgment as the devil. He must also have a good 
reputation with outsiders, so that he will not fall into disgrace and the devil's trap.” Jesus, You have expectations of Your 
followers and particularly of those who are leaders in Your church. Jesus, all of us fall short. Thus, our witness ought to always 
begin with confession where our witness is not to our goodness, but to Your graciousness. I am sorry for failing to be the person 
You have created and redeemed me to be. I pray that You might use me in spite of myself. – Mt 5:16; Jn 21:15-17; Ro 3:23-25; Ro 
12:3; Gal 5:25; Eph 4:27; 1 Tim 1:15-16; 1 Pe 2:9-10; 1 Pe 3:15-17; 2 Pe 1:3-4; 1 Jn 1:8-9; 1 Jn 2:1-2 
 



1 Tim 3:8-10 “Deacons, likewise, are to be men worthy of respect, sincere, not indulging in much wine, and not pursuing 
dishonest gain. They must keep hold of the deep truths of the faith with a clear conscience. 

 
They must first be tested; and then 

if there is nothing against them, let them serve as deacons.” Jesus, these verses convict me: “worthy of respect,” “nothing 
against them.” By these standards I do not qualify. All I can do is thank You for forgiveness and that in You I am daily a new 
creation. It is not in my ability that I can be fruitful, but it is by abiding in You and You in me. Jn 15:4-5 Use me as Your new 
creation to glorify You, to draw people to You and to grow people in You. – Ro 3:23; 2 Cor 3:4-6; 2 Cor 5:17-21; 2 Cor 12:8-10; Gal 
4:19; Eph 4:11-13; 1 Tim 1:15-16 
 

1 Tim 3:11 “In the same way, their wives are to be women worthy of respect, not malicious talkers but temperate and 
trustworthy in everything.” Jesus, this is not just for wives. It is for all of us. Of a particular challenge to and for all of us is how 
we talk to and about others, and being true to our word in EVERYTHING. I feel this challenge and too often have failed. Forgive 
me and help me today to live a life worthy of my calling, particularly in regard to my speech. At Luther writes in his explanation 
of the 8

th
 Commandment “We are to fear and love God so that we do not betray, slander, or lie about our neighbor, but defend 

him, speak well of him, and explain his actions in the kindest way.” – Prov 10:19; Mt 12:36-37; Eph 4:1; Eph 4:29; Col 4:6; Jas 1:26 
  

1 Tim 4:1 “The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon the faith and follow deceiving spirits and things taught 
by demons.” Jesus, this passage is both disturbing and inspiring. It is disturbing to be reminded people are being deceived. Yet 
the passage also inspires me: 1) to be more in the Word so that I might not be a deceiver, nor be one who is deceived; and 2) to 
be a proclaimer of YOUR word so that deception might be countered. Move me to proclaim Your Word and enabled me to 
proclaim Your Word accurately so that through it people might enjoy Your salvation and Your daily presence and empowerment. 
– Mt 24:5,11,24; Jn 17:17; Eph 5:6; Col 2:4,6-8; Col 3:16; 2 Tim 2:15; 2 Tim 3:15-17; Jas 1:22   
 

1 Tim 4:2-5 “Such teachings come through hypocritical liars, whose consciences have been seared as with a hot iron. They 
forbid people to marry and order them to abstain from certain foods, which God created to be received with thanksgiving by 
those who believe and who know the truth. For everything God created is good, and nothing is to be rejected if it is received 
with thanksgiving, because it is consecrated by the word of God and prayer.” Jesus, verses like this require Godly discernment. 
There is a fine line between legalism and license—neither of which is Godly. It seems to me that in things of ritual, tradition and 
custom there is freedom. In things of character You have expectation. Give me Godly discernment and work Your character in 
and through me through Your indwelling. – Ro 14:1-13; 2 Cor 3:18; 1 Cor 10:24; Gal 4:19; Gal 5:1; Gal 5:13-14; Eph 4:1-2; Eph 
4:32; Eph 5:3-5; Eph 5:11; Phil 1:9-10; Col 2:16-23; Col 3:5-10   
 

1 Tim 4:7-8 “Have nothing to do with godless myths and old wives' tales; rather, train yourself to be godly. For physical 
training is of some value, but godliness has value for all things, holding praise for both the present life and the life to come.” 
Jesus, these verses cause me to examine the things with which I might pollute my mind, heart, and soul: things I watch, read or 
might listen to. We can spend much time and money caring for our bodies, but how much are we/am I investing and spending in 
caring for my heart and soul? Help me to exercise godly disciplines in all I do. – Mt 4:4; Mt 6:22-23; 1 Cor 9:24-27; Phil 4:8; Col 
3:1-2 and 16; Heb 12:1-2 
 

1 Tim 4:12 “Do not let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an example for the believers in speech, in life, 
in love, in faith and in purity.” Jesus as I seek to apply this to my life I need to take out the words “because you are young” as I 
am 70, but the principle is the same. I need to be setting an example—a positive example. This means living a life of faith 
reflected in my speech – Mt 12:36-37; Eph 4:29; Col 4:6; Jas 1:26, – in love – 1 Cor 16:14; Gal 5:6; Col 3:10; 1 Th 4:9-10; 1 Jn 3:16-
18, – and in purity  – Phil 4:8; Col 3:1-2. – Thanks for Your forgiveness where I have failed. Empower and move me to be more 
faithful today. – Ro 1:5; Ro 6:13; Gal 2:20; Gal 5:25 
 

1 Tim 4:14 “Do not neglect your gift….” Jesus, in my understanding there are spiritual gifts, there is the fruit of the Spirit, and 
there are callings or roles. The fruit of the Spirit is Christ Himself manifesting Himself/His character in us in love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, gentleness, faithfulness, and self-control – Gal 2:20; Gal 3:27; Gal 5:22-23. – All Christians possess 
this fruit as we all have Jesus dwelling in us through His Spirit. We do not, however, always make use of or live by the Spirit who 
indwells us. – Gal 5:22-23; 2 Tim 1:6-7. – Spiritual gifts as I understand them are distinct God-given abilities or talents of which 
every Christian has at least one – Ro 12:6-8; 1 Cor 12:7-11. – Callings or roles are God-entrusted responsibilities through which 
we are to live out our gifts and exhibit the fruit of the Spirit/Christ’s indwelling – 1 Cor 27-30; Eph 4:1, 11-12; 1 Pe 4:10. – May 
these three increasingly find alignment and expression in and through every aspect of my life.  
 

1 Tim 4:14-15 “Do not neglect your gift…. Be diligent in these matters; give yourself wholly to them, so that everyone may see 
your progress.” Jesus, not only would You have us not neglect our gifts, but You would have us diligently and whole-hearted 
make use of them. We are to use our gifts not only when we feel like it, but we are to make the most of every opportunity even 
when it is inconvenient in order that others might experience Your presence, love, and blessing. Ministry is not a matter of 
convenience or of “feeling like it.” Ministry is a matter of responding to real needs, however inconvenient or undesired that 



might be. Jesus, it was not “convenient” for You to give Your life, to suffer and to die for me. In fact, it was the second to last 
thing You wanted. – Lk 22:42-44 – The last thing You wanted was for me (for everyone and anyone) to be eternally separated 
from You. – Heb 12:2 – Now You ask me to love as You have loved me. – Jn 13:34-35 – Make my ministry less about me and 
increasingly about those I have opportunity to serve. – 2 Tim 1:6-7; Mk 10:45; Gal 6:9-10; Eph 4:15-16; Eph 4:28; Col 4:5; 1 Th 
4:9-10; 1 Jn 3:16-18; Jas 4:17  
 

1 Tim 4:16 “Watch your life and doctrine closely. Persevere in them. If you do, you will save both yourself and your hearers.” 
Jesus, doctrinal purity is NOT the most important thing. – Acts 16:1-3; 1 Cor 8:1 – However, it IS important. – 2 Tim 2:15 – The 
less pure or correct our doctrine, the less likely one will come to saving faith. No people or church has completely pure doctrine, 
so we constantly need to be examining and reexamining our doctrine in light of the Holy Scriptures. – Acts 17:11 – Help all of us, 
especially those of us who teach, both to grow in doctrinal purity and to teach doctrine with humility. Help us to seek to grow 
through conversation, rather than to overpower through debate. – Col 3:16; Phil 3:12-16; Gal 6:1-2; 2 Tim 2:23-24 
 

1 Tim 6:1 “All who are under the yoke of slavery should consider their masters worthy of full respect, so that God's name and 
our teaching may not be slandered.” Jesus, in this passage I do not believe You or Paul to be endorsing slavery, rather I believe 
You are encouraging us to see the opportunity to be Your person and to manifest Your love in whatever our situation or station 
in life. Help me not to lament my situations or station. Rather help me to always strive to be Your person in whatever situation or 
station I find myself. – Gen 50:20; Mt 5:16; Gal 6:9-10; Eph 5:15-16; Phil 1:12-18 (Phil 4:22); Col 4:5 – This passage also suggests 
to me that it is important that we/I “walk the talk.” Part of “walking the talk” is acknowledging the saint/sinner paradox. I am a 
new creation in You – 2 Cor 5:17 – as such I strive to present myself alive from the dead and my body as Your instrument of 
righteousness/servanthood – Ro 6:3-13 – However, I simultaneously sadly acknowledge that I tend to hold on to my old 
Adam/sinner nature. It is Your grace I celebrate that accepts me a sinner and that patiently works in me transformation. – Ro 
7:15-25; Gal 4:19; Phil 3:12-14; 1 Tim 1:15; Tit 3:4-6; 1 Jn 1:7-2:2 
 

1 Tim 6:6-11 “Godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out 
of it. But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that. People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a 
trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root of all 
kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs. But you, 
man of God, flee from all this, and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance and gentleness.” Jesus, Godliness is 
not about possessions, position, or authority. Godliness is about character—Your character in us. Increasingly work Your 
character in me. – Mk 10:42-45; Jn 13:12-17; Gal 5:22-23; Gal 6:2; Eph 4:32; Phil 2:3-8; 1 Pe 5:2-3; 2 Cor 3:18; Gal 2:20; Gal 3:27 
 

1 Tim 6:12 “Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called when you made your good 
confession in the presence of many witnesses.” Jesus, faith is both a matter of resting secure in Your love and grace, and doing 
combat with the forces of evil at work in the world. A life of faith (rest) is more a matter of security than it is of inactivity for 
TRUE faith is active in love. – Gal 5:6 – Help me not only to walk securely in Your light, but to be a bearer of Your light, 
overcoming the effects of darkness in it many forms. Increase in me an active faith that rest secure and active in You. – Mt 11:28-
30; Phil 2:8-10; Jas 2:26  
 

1 Tim 6:13-14 “In the sight of God, who gives life to everything, of Christ Jesus, who while testifying before Pontus Pilate made 
the good confession, I charge you to keep this command without spot or blame until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ,”  
Jesus, You have charged us! Through Your indwelling presence You have given us the ability and have charged us to incarnate 
Your presence. Move me to respond and to live up to Your charge and empowerment. – Jn 15:5; 2 Cor 5:20; Gal 2:20; Eph 4:1; 
Phil 2:13; Col 1:28-29 
 

1 Tim 6:17 “Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so 
uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment.” Jesus, we are tempted to 
put trust in so many different things for life fulfillment and meaning: possessions, position, self-righteousness, ancestry, 
education, health, the list goes on. – Mt 3:9; Mt 5:20; Ro 10:1-3; Phil 3:3-7 – But no one can or will be fulfilled or justified by 
these. – Ro 3:20 and 23 – You and You alone are the Way, the Truth, and the Life. – Jn 14:6; Acts 4:12; Ro 3:24-25; Phil 3:8-9 – 
You have come that we might know abundant life. Jn 10:10 This abundant is not to be found in wealth, position or life 
circumstance. Abundant life comes in loving and being loved and in having purpose. These You seek to provide in abundance. 
Thanks for providing meaning and fulfillment and for doing for me and for all people that which we were and are incapable of 
doing for ourselves. – 2 Cor 5:21; Eph 2:8-9; Tit 3:4-7 
 

1 Tim 6:18 “Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share.” Jesus, You freely 
and unconditionally gave Yourself, move me just as freely and willingly to give or myself and of what I have. Moving me to be 
response-able, that is to freely and generously respond with the abilities with which You have blessed and entrusted me. Help 



me to truly live a life worthy of my calling. – Mt 5:40-42; Mt 10:8; 1 Jn 4:19; Gal 6:9-10; Eph 4:1; 1 Th 4:9-10; 2 Tim 3:17; Jas 4:17; 
1 Jn 3:16-18; Jn 13:34-35; Ro 5:6-8 
 

1 Tim 6:20 “Timothy, guard what has been entrusted to your care. Turn away from godless chatter and the opposing ideas of 
what is falsely called knowledge,” Jesus, there are a lot of errant ideologies out there which if unexamined can sound good. 
Talking ideologies without examination through the lens of Your Word is godless chatter. – Acts 17:11 – However, also included 
in godless chatter is gossip and chatter that is filled with negativity. Chatter that depresses rather than encourages. Chatter that 
is void of hope. I am much more prone to engage in the latter forms of godless chatter than the former. You are a God of HOPE, a 
God of PROMISE. – Jer 29:11; Ro 5:1-5; Ro 12:11-12; Col 1:27; 1 Th 1:3; 1 Pe 3:15 – Increasingly embed me in Your Word and 
Your Word in me that I might exercise Godly discernment and character and that I might teach accordingly. – Mt 12:36; Col 2:8; 
Col 2:16-23; Col 3:16; Col 4:6; 2 Tim 3:15-17; 2 Tim 4:2-5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
2 Timothy 

 
2 Timothy 1:1-18 (NIV)  
___1  Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, 
according to the promise of life that is in Christ Jesus,  
___2  To Timothy, my dear son: Grace, mercy and peace 
from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.  
 

Encouragement to Be Faithful 
___3  I thank God, whom I serve, as my forefathers did, 
with a clear conscience, as night and day I constantly 
remember you in my prayers.  
___4  Recalling your tears, I long to see you, so that I may 
be filled with joy.  
___5  I have been reminded of your sincere faith, which 
first lived in your grandmother Lois and in your mother 
Eunice and, I am persuaded, now lives in you also.  
___6  For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the 
gift of God, which is in you through the laying on of my 
hands.  
___7  For God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but a 
spirit of power, of love and of self-discipline.  
___8  So do not be ashamed to testify about our Lord, or 
ashamed of me his prisoner. But join with me in suffering 
for the gospel, by the power of God,  
___9  who has saved us and called us to a holy life--not 
because of anything we have done but because of his 
own purpose and grace. This grace was given us in Christ 
Jesus before the beginning of time,  
___10  but it has now been revealed through the 
appearing of our Savior, Christ Jesus, who has destroyed 
death and has brought life and immortality to light 
through the gospel.  
___11  And of this gospel I was appointed a herald and an 
apostle and a teacher.  
___12  That is why I am suffering as I am. Yet I am not 
ashamed, because I know whom I have believed, and am 
convinced that he is able to guard what I have entrusted 
to him for that day.  
___13  What you heard from me, keep as the pattern of 
sound teaching, with faith and love in Christ Jesus.  
___14  Guard the good deposit that was entrusted to you-
-guard it with the help of the Holy Spirit who lives in us.  
___15  You know that everyone in the province of Asia 
has deserted me, including Phygelus and Hermogenes.  
___16  May the Lord show mercy to the household of 
Onesiphorus, because he often refreshed me and was 
not ashamed of my chains.  
___17  On the contrary, when he was in Rome, he 
searched hard for me until he found me.  

___18  May the Lord grant that he will find mercy from 
the Lord on that day! You know very well in how many 
ways he helped me in Ephesus.  
 
 
REFLECT AND DISCUSS 
1. In Greek the word for grace is χάρις / charis; the word 

for mercy is ἔλεος / eleos; and the word for peace is 
εἰρήνη / eirēnē.  

 What is you understanding of these three words? 

 How is God touching you with each of these? 
2. From vv. 2 & 4, how would you describe Paul and 

Timothy’s relationship? What influence do you think 
Paul had on Timothy’s faith and ministry? Explain. 

 What influence do you think Lois and Eunice had 
on Paul and his ministry? 

 Who are people who have positively impacted 
your life and ministry? Explain. 

 Whose life and faith are you positively impacting? 
3. Vv. 6-7 – Paul encourages Timothy to fan into flame 

the presence of God’s Spirit within him.  

 How would you describe God’s Spirit within you: 
(a) a fire out of control, (b) a fire bright and 
ablaze, (c) a cozy fire, (d) a flickering fire, (e) red 
hot coals, (f) dying coals, (g) embers, (h) put out? 
Explain. 

 Paul describes God’s Spirit as (1) bold, (2) 
powerful, (3) loving, (4) self-disciplined or control. 
Which of these describe God’s Spirit in you? 
Explain. 

 What are you doing or what can you do to fan the 
flame? 

4. Vv. 8 & 12 – To what extent are you willing to suffer in 
the cause of the gospel? 

5. Vv. 9-11 – With salvation comes purpose and 
response-ability. (Mt 10:8; Lk 12:48; Eph 2:8-10; Eph 
4:32; 1 Jn 3:16; 1 Jn 4:7-16) 

 What do you believe to be your response-ability 
as God’s redeemed person who has been gifted 
with His Spirit? Of what are you a herald? Explain. 

 How would you grade yourself in your fulfilling of 
your response-ability? Explain. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2 Timothy 2:1-26 (NIV)  
___1  You then, my son, be strong in the grace that is in 
Christ Jesus.  
___2  And the things you have heard me say in the 
presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable men who 
will also be qualified to teach others.  
___3  Endure hardship with us like a good soldier of Christ 
Jesus.  
___4  No one serving as a soldier gets involved in civilian 
affairs--he wants to please his commanding officer.  
___5  Similarly, if anyone competes as an athlete, he does 
not receive the victor's crown unless he competes 
according to the rules.  
___6  The hardworking farmer should be the first to 
receive a share of the crops.  
___7  Reflect on what I am saying, for the Lord will give 
you insight into all this.  
___8  Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, 
descended from David. This is my gospel,  
___9  for which I am suffering even to the point of being 
chained like a criminal. But God's word is not chained.  
___10  Therefore I endure everything for the sake of the 
elect, that they too may obtain the salvation that is in 
Christ Jesus, with eternal glory.  
___11  Here is a trustworthy saying: If we died with him, 
we will also live with him;  
___12  if we endure, we will also reign with him. If we 
disown him, he will also disown us;  
___13  if we are faithless, he will remain faithful, for he 
cannot disown himself.  
 
A Workman Approved By God 
___14  Keep reminding them of these things. Warn them 
before God against quarreling about words; it is of no 
value, and only ruins those who listen.  
___15  Do your best to present yourself to God as one 
approved, a workman who does not need to be ashamed 
and who correctly handles the word of truth.  
___16  Avoid godless chatter, because those who indulge 
in it will become more and more ungodly.  
___17  Their teaching will spread like gangrene. Among 
them are Hymenaeus and Philetus,  
___18  who have wandered away from the truth. They say 
that the resurrection has already taken place, and they 
destroy the faith of some.  
___19  Nevertheless, God's solid foundation stands firm, 
sealed with this inscription: "The Lord knows those who 

are his," and, "Everyone who confesses the name of the 
Lord must turn away from wickedness."  
___20  In a large house there are articles not only of gold 
and silver, but also of wood and clay; some are for noble 
purposes and some for ignoble.  
___21  If a man cleanses himself from the latter, he will 
be an instrument for noble purposes, made holy, useful 
to the Master and prepared to do any good work.  
REFLECT AND DISCUSS 
1. V. 2 – Paul encourages Timothy in the task of 

entrusting teaching to reliable people.  

 How would you define “reliable”? 

 What are the teacher recruiting practices in 
your congregation? 

2. V. 3 – Paul basically implies we can expect 
hardships. What hardships, if any, have you 
endured because of your faith and your Christian 
witness? (see Jn 16:33; 2 Cor 11:16-33) 

3. In vv. 4-5 Paul talks about singlemindedness.  
4. Would you describe yourself as being single-

minded? Explain. 
5. What things tend to hinder or distract you in your 

Christian witness? 
6. How does Paul summarize his gospel in v. 8? (see 

also 1 Cor 2:2; 1 Cor 15:3-8) 
7. V. 9 – Do you believe God’s Word is chained? Why 

or why not? 
8. Do you find vv. 10-13 comforting or foreboding? 

Explain.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REFLECT AND DISCUSS 
1. In vv. 14 & 16 Paul again addresses the issue of 

words and how we use them. (see also Prov 10:19; 
Mt 12:36-37; Acts 17:11;  1 Cor 2:2; Eph 4:29; Phil 
3:12-16; 1 Tim 1:4-5; 1 Tim 3:3; 1 Tim 4:7,16; 1 Tim 
5:13; 1 Tim 6:3-4,20; 2 Tim 2:16,23;  2 Tim 4:3-4; Tit 
3:9-10; Jas 1:19,26) 

 How much of an issue are words and how we 
use them in our relationship and our witness 
today? 

 In what environments do you see words being 
used carelessly, hurtfully, thoughtlessly? 

 When are you most careful with your words? 
…most careless? 

2. What do you find most challenging in vv. 15,22-25? 



 Fleeing the evil desires of youth means not 
needlessly flirting with temptation. Jesus sends 
us into the world to make a difference. (Jn 
17:15-18) In the world we will be tempted, but 
we ought not needlessly flirt with it. (Eph 4:27) 
How is needless temptation different from 
temptation that come simply because in the 
world as ambassador of Jesus’ love? 

___22  Flee the evil desires of youth, and pursue 
righteousness, faith, love and peace, along with those 
who call on the Lord out of a pure heart.  
___23  Don't have anything to do with foolish and stupid 
arguments, because you know they produce quarrels.  
___24  And the Lord's servant must not quarrel; instead, 
he must be kind to everyone, able to teach, not 
resentful.  
___25  Those who oppose him he must gently instruct, in 
the hope that God will grant them repentance leading 
them to a knowledge of the truth,  
___26  and that they will come to their senses and escape 
from the trap of the devil, who has taken them captive to 
do his will.  
 
2 Timothy 3:1-17 (NIV)  
Godlessness in the Last Days 
___1  But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last 
days.  
___2  People will be lovers of themselves, lovers of 
money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their 
parents, ungrateful, unholy,  
___3  without love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-
control, brutal, not lovers of the good,  
___4  treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure 
rather than lovers of God— 
___5  having a form of godliness but denying its power. 
Have nothing to do with them.  
___6  They are the kind who worm their way into homes 
and gain control over weak-willed women, who are 
loaded down with sins and are swayed by all kinds of evil 
desires,  
___7  always learning but never able to acknowledge the 
truth.  
___8  Just as Jannes and Jambres opposed Moses, so also 
these men oppose the truth--men of depraved minds, 
who, as far as the faith is concerned, are rejected.  
___9  But they will not get very far because, as in the case 
of those men, their folly will be clear to everyone.  
 
Paul’s Charge to Timothy 
___10  You, however, know all about my teaching, my 
way of life, my purpose, faith, patience, love, endurance,  
___11  persecutions, sufferings--what kinds of things 
happened to me in Antioch, Iconium and Lystra, the 
persecutions I endured. Yet the Lord rescued me from all 
of them.  

___12  In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in 
Christ Jesus will be persecuted,  
___13  while evil men and impostors will go from bad to 
worse, deceiving and being deceived. 
___14  But as for you, continue in what you have learned 
and have become convinced of, because you know those 
from whom you learned it,  
___15  and how from infancy you have known the holy 
Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation  

 Are you up to the challenge of vv. 15,22-25? 
Explain. 

 Do you tend to instigate or avoid arguments? 
How easily are you drawn into arguments? 
Explain. 

 When you teach or correct, do you tend to be 
authoritative and overbearing, or gentle, 
patient, and understanding? (Gal 6:1-2; 2 Tim 
4:2; Jas 1:19)  

 What can you do to grow? How can your faith 
community help and support you? 

 
 
 
REFLECT AND DISCUSS 
1. List the vices mentioned in vv. 2-8.  

 How widespread are these vices in USA 
culture? …in the church? 

 With which of these vices do you struggle? 
Explain. 

 What have you found to be helpful in 
controlling your vices in a godly matter? 

2. What advice can you give to the church in helping 
its members in controlling these devices? (see Prov 
15:1; Prov 25:15; Ro 15:1-2; Gal 6:1-2; Eph 4:29-32; 
Col 4:6; 2 Tim 3:16-17; 2 Tim 4:2) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
REFLECT AND DISCUSS 
1. Vv. 10-11 – What do people who know you know 

about you?  
2. What do people who have heard about you know 

about you from your reputation?  
3. Do you think people’s knowledge of you is an accurate 

or inaccurate understanding of you? Explain, 



4. Vv. 15-17 basically tell us God’s purposes in and for 
Scripture. First, in v. 15 we learn that God uses 
Scripture to birth faith in us. He does so by recounting 
His acts of love on behalf of humankind, by making us 
promise, and by extending to us invitations to believe. 
(Ro 1:16; Ro 10:17) Second, in v. 16 we are told 
Scripture then seeks to shape the faith it has birthed 
by (1) teaching us God’s objective truths, (2) rebuking 
– showing us where we are out of alignment with 
God’s truth, (3) correcting – showing us how we can 
get into alignment  

through faith in Christ Jesus.  
___16  All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for 
teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 
righteousness,  
___17  so that the man of God may be thoroughly 
equipped for every good work.  
 
2 Timothy 4:1-22 (NIV)  
___1  In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will 
judge the living and the dead, and in view of his 
appearing and his kingdom, I give you this charge:  
___2  Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of 
season; correct, rebuke and encourage--with great 
patience and careful instruction.  
___3  For the time will come when men will not put up 
with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, 
they will gather around them a great number of teachers 
to say what their itching ears want to hear.  
___4  They will turn their ears away from the truth and 
turn aside to myths.  
___5  But you, keep your head in all situations, endure 
hardship, do the work of an evangelist, discharge all the 
duties of your ministry.  
___6  For I am already being poured out like a drink 
offering, and the time has come for my departure.  
___7  I have fought the good fight, I have finished the 
race, I have kept the faith.  
___8  Now there is in store for me the crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will 
award to me on that day--and not only to me, but also to 
all who have longed for his appearing.  
 
Personal Remarks 
___9  Do your best to come to me quickly,  
___10  for Demas, because he loved this world, has 
deserted me and has gone to Thessalonica. Crescens has 
gone to Galatia, and Titus to Dalmatia.  
___11  Only Luke is with me. Get Mark and bring him with 
you, because he is helpful to me in my ministry.  
___12  I sent Tychicus to Ephesus.  
___13  When you come, bring the cloak that I left with 
Carpus at Troas, and my scrolls, especially the 
parchments.  

___14  Alexander the metalworker did me a great deal of 
harm. The Lord will repay him for what he has done.  
___15  You too should be on your guard against him, 
because he strongly opposed our message.  
___16  At my first defense, no one came to my support, 
but 

everyone deserted me. May it not be held against them.  
___17  But the Lord stood at my side and gave me 
strength, so that through me the message might be fully 
proclaimed and all the Gentiles might hear it. And I was 
delivered from the lion's mouth. 
 

with God’s truth, and (4) training – repeating the 
lessons until it become our nature. (Gal 4:19) Third, in 
v. 17 we learning the purpose in all this – that we 
might be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 

 How important are the Scriptures to you in your 
faith journey? Explain. 

 

REFLECT AND DISCUSS 
1. What criteria will be used on the day of judgment? 

(see Mt 12:31-32; Jn 3:16-17; Jn 12:47; Jn 14:6; 1 Tim 
2:3-6; Tit 3:4-5; 1 Jn 2:2) 

2. Read vv. 2-4 together with 2 Tim 3:15-17. As you read 
these together, what do you find to be important to 
note? Explain. 

3. What is the difference between preaching/teaching 
the Word and preaching/teaching personal opinion 
(be it the opinion of an individual or of a group)? (see 
Mk 7:6-13; Acts 17:11)  

 In advertisement, to what do advertiser 
frequently appeal? Why? 

 In the arena of politics, to what do politicians 
frequently appeal? Why?  

 In religious circles to what does Satan try to direct 
us? Why? 

 Reflect upon and discuss the statement: “To 
preach the Word, first you need to know the 
Word.” 

4. V. 5 – How good are you at “keeping your head”? 
5. What does it mean to “do the work of an evangelist” 

(εὐαγγελιστής / euangelistēs = messenger of good 
news)? 

 In secular employment, how important is it “to 
discharge all the duties” of your job position?  

 Compare and contrast this to our duties as 
Christians. What are our duties? (see Ro 13:8-10) 

6. V. 7 – What does it look like to fight the good fight? 
Are you fighting the good fight? Are you winning or 
losing? Explain.   

 

REFLECT AND DISCUSS 
1. What names do you recognize in vv. 9-22? 

 What do you know about them? 

 In your own faith journey, what names, people, 
would you like to mention? Explain. 



2. What catches your attention in vv. 16-18? When and 
how have you experienced Jesus standing by your side 
and giving you strength. 

3. What do you want to remember from your study of 2 
Timothy? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

___18  The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack and 
will bring me safely to his heavenly kingdom. To him be 
glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

___19  Greet Priscilla and Aquila and the household of 
Onesiphorus.  
___20  Erastus stayed in Corinth, and I left Trophimus sick 
in Miletus.  
___21  Do your best to get here before winter. Eubulus 
greets you, and so do Pudens, Linus, Claudia and all the  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

brothers. 
___22  The Lord be with your spirit. Grace be with you. 
 

Devotional Thoughts and Reflections on 2 Timothy 
 
2 Tim 1:1-2 “Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, according to the promise of life that is in Christ Jesus, To 
Timothy, my dear son: Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.” Jesus, if I were to paraphrase 
this for my own life it might read “Bill, a sent one to be a messenger of Jesus by God’s will, a messenger of the promise of life to 
be found in and experienced through Jesus, to the people of Mt Olive (and to everyone I encounter) I greet you with God’s 
undeserved, unmerited, unconditional love and forgiven which can and does produce an inner security and sense of wellbeing.” 
The word apostle literally means “sent one.” All of us who have been baptized and empowered by the Spirit are commissioned to 
be “sent ones.” Mt 28:19-20; Jn 17:15-18; 2 Cor 5:17-20 We have been sent into the world to be bearers of Jesus presence 
incarnating (fleshing out) His love and His forgiveness. Jn 13:34-35; 1 Cor 16:14; Gal 5:6; Eph 4:32 Move me to increasingly live a 
life worthy of indwelling presence and empowerment through Your Spirit. Eph 4:1 
 

2 Tim 1:5-7 “I have been reminded of your sincere faith, which first lived in your grandmother Lois and in your mother Eunice 
and, I am persuaded, now lives in you also. For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you 
through the laying on of my hands. For God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit of power, of love and of self-
discipline.” Jesus, Timothy had his grandmother and mother whom You used to first birth and nurture in him faith. I had my step-
father whom You used in my life to birth and nurture faith. Thank You! Now it is my turn. May I now fan this faith into a blazing 
flame in order that others might experience its power, its love and its discipline in blessings, blessings emanating from Your 
Spirit. As the song says, “Blaze, Jesus, Blaze.” – Mt 10:7-8; Jn 13:34-35; Gal 5:6; Phil 1:6; Phil 2:12-13  
 

2 Tim 1:8-10 “So do not be ashamed to testify about our Lord, or ashamed of me his prisoner. But join with me in suffering for 
the gospel, by the power of God, who has saved us and called us to a holy life—not because of anything we have done but 
because of his own purpose and grace. This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the beginning of time, but it has now 
been revealed through the appearing of our Savior, Christ Jesus, who has destroyed death and has brought life and 
immortality to light through the gospel.” Jesus, the idea of suffering does not excite me. Left to myself I would choose not to. I 
find it comforting to know that You too so agonized in the Garden of Gethsemane. – Lk 22:41-44 – I need Your love and Your 
power both to be willing to suffer and to have the ability to endure suffering.  In Your love and grace, You saved us at great 
expense and suffering to Yourself. – Phil 2:5-8 – But You considered Your suffering nothing on comparison with Your objective. – 
John 12:27; Heb 12:2 – Help me, move me now to respond by living a holy life, that is, a life is set apart for Your purposes even 
though if might mean daily picking up a cross of suffering through servanthood. – Lk 9:23; Ro 12:1; Eph 4:1; Phil 2:12-13; Tit 3:5-7 
 

2 Tim 1:11 & 14 “And of this gospel I was appointed a herald and an apostle and a teacher….
 
Guard the good deposit that was 

entrusted to you—guard it with the help of the Holy Spirit who lives in us.” Jesus, we each have our own calling, that is the role 
or roles that You have called each of us to fulfill in the advancement of Your Kingdom. Me – You have called me primarily to be a 
teacher of Your Word. Help me to be proofed worthy of Your calling. Eph 4:1 I can only be proven worthy as You work both in me 
and through me. – Jn 15:4-5; Phil 2:12-13; Col 1:28-29 – Help me to faithfully fulfill the trust that You have placed in me and the 
truth that You have shown me. Enable me through Your Spirit. – Gal 3:1-5; Gal 5:25; 2 Tim 2:1   
 



2 Tim 1:16-18 “May the Lord show mercy to the household of Onesiphorus, because he often refreshed me and was not 
ashamed of my chains. On the contrary, when he was in Rome, he searched hard for me until he found me. May the Lord grant 
that he will find mercy from the Lord on that day! You know very well in how many ways he helped me in Ephesus.” Jesus, in 
this passage it sounds like Onesiphorus went way above and beyond what Paul or anyone would expect. Paul is grateful. You 
have placed many people in my life who have gone above and beyond any reasonable expectation. Move me to thanksgiving, 
even as Paul was thankful. Even more, help me find meaningful ways to express my thanks.  Even more yet, while Paul valued his 
friend who had befriended him, help me to value and befriend all people even as You have valued and befriended me. You have 
valued me not because of anything I have done, but simply because I am and because of who You are – a God who values and 
befriends. – Ro 5:6-8; Eph 2:8-9; Tit 3:5; 1 Jn 4:9-10,19 – As You have and do love me, may You now love others (everyone I 
meet) through me. – Eph 2:10; Eph 4:32; 1 Jn 4:11 
 

2 Tim 2:1-2 “You then, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. And the things you have heard me say in the 
presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable men who will also be qualified to teach others.” Jesus, keep Your saving, 
empowering and transforming GRACE always uppermost and in the forefront of my mind. GRACE has been defined in the 
acrostic as God’s Riches At Christi’s Expense. It has also been explained as: “Justice would be getting the punishment we deserve. 
Mercy is not getting the punishment we deserve. Grace is getting the blessings we do not deserve.” Help me also to continually 
bring on board others who are reliable, people who can and will share and teach Your grace to others. I understand reliable to 
means reliably “knowing” and “understanding” the truth of who You are and what You have done. It also involves being reliably 
“active” in the sharing and teaching of the truth. Help me to find, equip, and send people to do so. – Mt 28:19-20 
 

2 Tim 2:3-5 “Endure hardship with us like a good soldier of Christ Jesus. No one serving as a soldier gets involved in civilian 
affairs--he wants to please his commanding officer. Similarly, if anyone competes as an athlete, he does not receive the 
victor's crown unless he competes according to the rules.” Jesus, these verses talk about living disciplined lives. Our society is a 
society that is characterized by indulgent. I hate to admit it but in far too many areas my life is characterized by indulgent as my 
waistline can testify. Help me to live a more disciplined life in order that I might be more fit, trim and alert for service. 1 Cor 9:24-
27; Phil 3:17-19; Heb 12:1 Move me with thanksgiving to be a better steward of the many blessings with which You have 
entrusted me. Move and guide me to use Your blessings to me to bless others. – Mt 10:8; Lk 12:48; Col 3:17 
 

2 Tim 2:8-10 “Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, descended from David. This is my gospel, for which I am suffering 
even to the point of being chained like a criminal. But God's word is not chained. Therefore, I endure everything for the sake of 
the elect, that they too may obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus, with eternal glory.” Jesus, Your gospel, Your GOOD 
NEWS is that You love all people, including me chief of sinners.  Your gospel is that we are saved by You and Your grace alone. – 
Ro 5:6-8; 2 Cor 5:21; Eph 2:8-9; 1 Tim 2:4; Tit 3:5; 1 Jn 2:2; 1 Jn 4:9-10 – But Jesus, Your gospel is about more than mere eternal 
salvation. The gospel, Your gospel is also that You empowering us to live as citizens of Your Kingdom, Your reign of love. Your 
good news is not just about receiving Your gospel. It is also that we can participate in Your gospel as citizens of Your kingdom, 
experiencing its joy and contributing to its expansion. We do so as we love others as You have and do love us. – Jn 13:34-35; Jn 
15:9-12; 2 Pe 1:3-4; 1 Jn 1:1-4; 1 Jn 4:7-16 – Move me both to increasingly receive and to live Your gospel. – Jn 15:4-5 
 

2 Tim 2:11-13 “Here is a trustworthy saying: If we died with him, we will also live with him; if we endure, we will also reign 
with him. If we disown him, he will also disown us; if we are faithless, he will remain faithful, for he cannot disown himself.”  
Jesus, this passage suggests that our fate, our destiny is dependent upon our relationship with You. Help me to daily grow in  my 
relationship with You and thus experience and enjoy the life and ministry that You intend for me. – Jn 15:4-5; 2 Cor 5:17; Gal 2:20 
 

2 Tim 2:14 “Keep reminding them of these things. Warn them before God against quarreling about words; it is of no value, and 
only ruins those who listen.” Jesus, so many arguments and disputes are a matter of semantics. We tend to impose our 
meanings upon the words we hear rather than to really listen to how others are using the words and what they are actually 
saying. This can be especially true and especially divisive when we talk theology. Frequently, people can be saying/meaning the 
same thing, but are merely expressing it differently. – 1 Tim 1:3-6; Jas 1:19 – We can also argue and quarrel because we tend to 
major in the minors. – Ro 14:1-13; 1 Cor 2:2; Tit 3:9-10 – Jesus, help me listen to truly understand before I speak. Help me to 
focus on the majors with love and sensitivity. – 1 Cor 8:1; 1 Cor 16:14; Gal 6:1-2; Eph 4:15 – When our primary objective is “to 
win” an argument, more often than not, everyone loses. When our objective is in love to share our faith, no one gets beat -up 
and everyone wins.   
 

2 Tim 2:15 “Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who does not need to be ashamed and who 
correctly handles the word of truth.” Jesus, You have called me to be a teacher of Your Word. This is a humbling response-ability 
for I am a fallible human being who can misrepresent You and Your truth. Jesus, keep me ever open to being taught as well as to 
teach. Make me increasingly open and responsive to the guiding of Your Spirit. In my teaching may I always share Your truth, 
rather than “my” truth. Help me not only to teach Your truth, but also to live and model Your truth. – Jn 15:4-5; Eph 4:1, 11-13; 
Phil 3:12-16 



 

2 Tim 2:16 & 23 “Avoid godless chatter, because those who indulge in it will become more and more ungodly…. Don't have 
anything to do with foolish and stupid arguments, because you know they produce quarrels.” Jesus, once again Paul warns 
Timothy and us/me against godless chatter like gossip, against getting involved in senseless arguments and quarrels, against 
arguing semantics. In reading 1

st
 and 2

nd
 Timothy with the repeated warning against senseless argument it would seem this might 

have been a real temptation for Timothy or for the people he was serving. It is also a real temptation for many of us in the church 
today, including me. Once again, help me to major in the majors. Where there are differences of opinion or understanding help 
me and all involved to seek to discover Your truth rather than to merely advance our bias. – Acts 17:11; Eph 4:29; 1 Tim 1:3-4; 1 
Tim 4:7; Tit 3:9-10 
 

2 Tim 2:22 “Flee the evil desires of youth, and pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace, along with those who call on the 
Lord out of a pure heart.” Jesus, Timothy was a young man when Paul wrote him, thus Paul tell Timothy to “flee the evil desires 
of youth.” Really You would have us flee the evil desires of youth regardless of the age we are. Instead, You would have us 
pursue righteousness = a right relationship with You, faith = confident in You and Your love and power working on our behalf, 
love = unconditional and undeserved commitment acting on the behalf of others, and peace = a sense of well-being and security 
regardless of the situations and circumstances in which one might find one’s self. While You would have us pursue these things, 
they are also Your freely given gifts to us. Thank You for the gift(s). Help me to daily open these blessed gifts and to actively both 
use and share them. – 1 Cor 1:30; 2 Cor 5:21; Gal 5:22-23; Phil 3:8-9; 1 Jn 4:7-16 
 

2 Tim 3:2-5 “People will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, 
ungrateful, unholy, without love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good, treacherous, 
rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God-- having a form of godliness but denying its power. Have nothing 
to do with them.” Jesus, I believe this passage is easily misread and misinterpreted. Christians frequently use “Have nothing to 
do with them” as reason not to associate with unbelievers who are living ungodly lifestyles. I don’t read it that way. I read it 
more as a reason to disassociate ourselves from people who profess to be Christian “having a form of godliness but denying its 
power.” – 1 Cor 5:9-11 – Such disassociation would have the intention of bringing restoration and would come only after having 
practiced the preceding steps of church discipline. – Mt 18:15-17; 1 Cor 5:4-6; 2 Cor 2:5-8. – Actually Jesus, You send us to the 
unbelievers. You send us into the world of the unbeliever in order that we might be bearers of His presence, His love, and His 
grace. – Jn 17:15-18; Lk 19:10; 2 Cor 5:18-20 
 

2 Tim 3:10-11 “You, however, know all about my teaching, my way of life, my purpose, faith, patience, love, endurance, 
persecutions, sufferings—what kinds of things happened to me in Antioch, Iconium and Lystra, the persecutions I endured. Yet 
the Lord rescued me from all of them.” Jesus, Paul lived a very disciplined, focused, purposeful life. His purpose was to be a 
bearer and a communicator of Your love and grace regardless of what obstacles or opposition he might face. – Mt 5:38-45; Ro 
5:6-8; Ro 12:14,17,23; 1 Cor 16:14 – Jesus in this world we will encounter all kinds of adversity, but You overcome the world. Jn 
16:33 Move me to actively practice Your mind and heart Your way. – 2 Cor 3-5  
 

2 Tim 3:12-13 “In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, while evil men and impostors 
will go from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived.” Jesus, it seems so irrational that people would persecute godliness 
(unconditional love), but they do. Unconditional love, if we don’t resist it, allows us, perhaps even causes us to look into the 
mirror and see our faults and why we NEED unconditional love. It allows/causes us to see the ugly truth about ourselves in 
ourselves and we resist that. Yet, as we look deeper, it also enables/causes us to see that we ARE STILL LOVED and in that love, 
YOUR love, we begin to experience a transformation. It is a transformation toward godliness – toward loving unconditionally as 
we are loved. Transform me with Your unconditional love into an unconditional lover. – Ro 5:6-8; Ro 12:1; Gal 4:19; 1 Jn 4:7-19  
 

2 Tim 3:14 “But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know those from 
whom you learned it,” Jesus, there are those whose thoughts I value more than others, however, everyone is fallible. Therefore, 
I want to subject all my learning to Your Word. – Acts 17:11 – It is You through Your Spirit that I seek to be my teacher while at 
the same time recognizing that Your Spirit frequently uses people to mediate You teachings. – Jn 16:13-15; 1 Cor 10:10-16; Gal 
5:25 – This side of the grave, while You might use me to teach, my primary posture must always be that of a learner – Phil 1:6 – 
however, as I learn help to always to put my learnings into practice and to readily share them with others. – Phil 3:12-16; Jas 1:22 
 

2 Tim 3:15-17 “from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith 
in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so 
that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.” Jesus, it appears to me that this passage suggests a 
two-fold purpose of Scripture: (1) to MAKE US WISE FOR SALVATION – theologians would call this a causative purpose inasmuch 
as the Holy Spirit uses it to cause or birth faith in us, and (2) to EQUIP US FOR EVERY GOOD WORK – theologians would call this a 
formative purpose as the Spirit uses Scripture to form and shape the faith it has caused or birthed in us. It does so by TEACHING 
us the truths and principles of our faith, by REBUKING us showing us when and how we have strayed from these truths and 



principles and are out of alignment with Your truth, Your will, by CORRECTING us, showing us what needs to be done to bring us 
back into alignment with Your truths, and by TRAINING through repetition, reminders, and practice until You have been formed 
in us. – Gal 4:19 – Thank You for Your Word. Make me a growing student of and in it. – Mt 4:4; Col 3:16 
 

2 Tim 4:2 “Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage—with great patience 
and careful instruction.” Jesus, You would have us share Your Word, in essence to share You – Jn 1:1-2,14 – at every opportunity, 
- Col 4:5-6 – but always in love. – 1 Cor 16:14; Gal 6:1-2; Eph 4:16 – Knowledge, truth without love is a noisy gong or a clanging 
cymbal. – 1 Cor 13:1 – Without love it puffs up rather than builds up. – 1 Cor 8:1 – Knowledge without love more often than not 
is destructive rather than constructive. I saw the following on Facebook the other day: “A wise physician once said, ‘The best 
medicine for humans is love.’ Someone then asked, “What if it doesn’t work? The physician replied, ‘Then increase the dose.’”  
Author unknown. Jesus, help me to daily increase the dosages of love I share with the people in my life. 
 

2 Tim 4:3-4 “For the time will come when men will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will 
gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. They will turn their ears away 
from the truth and turn aside to myths.” Jesus this passage begs the question: “Do we seek truth or do we seek merely to have 
our biases reinforced?” Do we acknowledge that we have imperfect understanding and, therefore, desire to growth or do we 
discount anything that would challenge our understanding and/or beliefs? Do we read and listen only to things that reinforce our 
biases or do we seek to understand (not necessarily agree with, but understand) all perspectives? Finally, where and to whom do 
we go for answers? Unexplored biases lead to prejudice, and, even worst to bigotry—be it in religion, politics, or whatever. Jesus 
expose my unfounded biases and help me always seek and be open to truth. – Prov 3:5-6; Mt 4:4; Jn 8:31-32; Jn 14:6; Jn 14:16-
17; Jn 15:26; Jn 16:13-15; Acts 17:11; Ro 10:17; 1 Cor 2:10-16; Col 3:16; 2 Tim 3:15-17 
 

2 Tim 4:5 “But you, keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, discharge all the duties of 
your ministry.” Jesus, this verse includes a lot. First, “keep your heads in all situations.” I am reminded of the saying: “Think 
before you speak.” So much harm is done not because it is done maliciously, but simply thoughtlessly. Second, “Endure 
hardship.” Again, I am reminded of a saying: “When the going gets tough, the tough get going.” Third, “do the work of an 
evangelist.” Timothy may or may not have had the “gift” of evangelism, but regardless, he was to be a messenger of good news 
in whatever ways he was gifted, taking advantage of every opportunity. – Gal 6:9-10; Col 4:5-6 – And fourth, “discharge all the 
duties of your ministry.” There are aspects (duties) of my ministry I really enjoy. There are also aspects that I don’t enjoy so 
much. It is easy to short-change those aspects I don’t enjoy so much and in doing so my whole ministry is undermined and 
people do not get loved and served as You intend for them to be love and served. Help me to truly “live a life worthy of my 
calling.” – Eph 4:1 
 

2 Tim 4:6-7 “For I am already being poured out like a drink offering, and the time has come for my departure. I have fought the 
good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.” Jesus, I don’t know how much time I have left on this earth, but help 
me to keep the faith and finish the race. In whatever time I have left make me a drink offering and a blessing, rather than a 
burden, to those who are in my life. – Ro 12:1; Gal 6:2; Gal 6:9-10; Phil 2:12-13; Phil 2:17 – Filled and empowered with Your love 
move me to love others as You have loved me. – Jn 13:34-35; Eph 4:32; 1 Jn 4:7-8; 1 Jn 4:19   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Titus 
 

Titus 1:1-16 (NIV)  
___1  Paul, a servant of God and an apostle of Jesus 
Christ for the faith of God's elect and the knowledge of 
the truth that leads to godliness— 
___2  a faith and knowledge resting on the hope of 
eternal life, which God, who does not lie, promised 
before the beginning of time,  
___3  and at his appointed season he brought his word to 
light through the preaching entrusted to me by the 
command of God our Savior,  
___4  To Titus, my true son in our common faith: Grace 
and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our 
Savior.  
 

Titus’ Task on Crete 
___5  The reason I left you in Crete was that you might 
straighten out what was left unfinished and appoint 
elders in every town, as I directed you.  
___6  An elder must be blameless, the husband of but 
one wife, a man whose children believe and are not open 
to the charge of being wild and disobedient.  
___7  Since an overseer is entrusted with God's work, he 
must be blameless--not overbearing, not quick-
tempered, not given to drunkenness, not violent, not 
pursuing dishonest gain.  
___8  Rather he must be hospitable, one who loves what 
is good, who is self-controlled, upright, holy and 
disciplined.  
___9  He must hold firmly to the trustworthy message as 
it has been taught, so that he can encourage others by 
sound doctrine and refute those who oppose it.  
___10  For there are many rebellious people, mere talkers 
and deceivers, especially those of the circumcision 
group.  
___11  They must be silenced, because they are ruining 
whole households by teaching things they ought not to 
teach--and that for the sake of dishonest gain.  
___12  Even one of their own prophets has said, "Cretans 
are always liars, evil brutes, lazy gluttons."  
___13  This testimony is true. Therefore, rebuke them 
sharply, so that they will be sound in the faith  
___14  and will pay no attention to Jewish myths or to the 
commands of those who reject the truth.  

___15  To the pure, all things are pure, but to those who 
are corrupted and do not believe, nothing is pure. In fact, 
both their minds and consciences are corrupted.  
___16  They claim to know God, but by their actions they 
deny him. They are detestable, disobedient and unfit for 
doing anything good.  
 

Titus 2:1-15 (NIV)  
What Must Be Taught to Various Groups 
___1  You must teach what is in accord with sound 
doctrine.  
___2  Teach the older men to be temperate, worthy of 
1. Vs. 1-2 – The word being translated servant in Greek is 

δοῦλος / doulos also translated as “slave,” 
“bondman,” the word apostle is ἀπόστολος / 
apostolos also translated “delegate,” “ambassador,” 
“sent one,” the word elect is ἐκλεκτός / eklektos also 
translated “chosen.”  

 To what extent do you see yourself δοῦλος? … 
ἀπόστολος? … ἐκλεκτός? Explain. 

2. Godliness in Greek is  εὐσέβεια / eusebeia also 
translated as “piety,” or “holiness.”  

 What do you think Is the chief attribute of 
godliness? (see 1 Cor 13:13; 1 Jn 4:7-8) 

3. Faith in Greek is πίστις / pistis, also translated “belief” 
or “assurance.” Hope in Greek is ἐλπίς / elpis also 
translated “confidence,” “anticipation.” 

 Do you see/hear faith more as a noun or a verb? 
Explain. What about hope? Explain. 

 

REFLECT AND DISCUSS 
1. Paul entrusted Titus (a young pastor) with the task of 

appointing elders in Greek πρεσβύτερος / presbyteros 
also translated “old man” or “old woman.” 

2. What do you think this task was like for Titus? 
3. What criteria did Paul give for being an elder? (see 1 

Tim 3:2-13) 

4. What do you think were an elder’s response-abilities? 
As a group write a job description and desired 
qualifications for an elder. 

5. From vv. 10-14 what seems to be behind the 
appointing of elders. Why were elders needed? What 
about today? What is the role of elders in the 
Lutheran Church? To what extent is it customized 
to/by the specific congregation?  

6. Vv. 15-16 – Would you say the same is true of people 
today? Why or why not? 



 What challenge does this present the church 
today? How is the church responding to the 
challenge? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REFLECT AND DISCUSS 
1. V. 1 – While Christian denominations have a lot of 

doctrines in common, there are also differences. How 
does one assess the “soundness of doctrine”? (see Acts 
17:11; Phil 3:12-16; 1 Tim 4:15-16; 2 Tim 2:15) 

respect, self-controlled, and sound in faith, in love and in 
endurance.  
___3  Likewise, teach the older women to be reverent in 
the way they live, not to be slanderers or addicted to 
much wine, but to teach what is good.  
___4  Then they can train the younger women to love 
their husbands and children,  
___5  to be self-controlled and pure, to be busy at home, 
to be kind, and to be subject to their husbands, so that 
no one will malign the word of God.  
___6  Similarly, encourage the young men to be self-
controlled.  
___7  In everything set them an example by doing what is 
good. In your teaching show integrity, seriousness  
___8  and soundness of speech that cannot be 
condemned, so that those who oppose you may be 
ashamed because they have nothing bad to say about us.  
___9  Teach slaves to be subject to their masters in 
everything, to try to please them, not to talk back to 
them,  
___10  and not to steal from them, but to show that they 
can be fully trusted, so that in every way they will make 
the teaching about God our Savior attractive.  
___11  For the grace of God that brings salvation has 
appeared to all men.  
___12  It teaches us to say "No" to ungodliness and 
worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and 
godly lives in this present age,  
___13  while we wait for the blessed hope--the glorious 
appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ,  
___14  who gave himself for us to redeem us from all 
wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are his 
very own, eager to do what is good.  

___15  These, then, are the things you should teach. 
Encourage and rebuke with all authority. Do not let 
anyone despise you.  
 
Titus 3:1-15 (NIV)  
Doing What Is Good 
___1  Remind the people to be subject to rulers and  
authorities, to be obedient, to be ready to do whatever is 
good,  
___2  to slander no one, to be peaceable and 
considerate, and to show true humility toward all men.  
___3  At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, 
deceived and enslaved by all kinds of passions and 
pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, being hated and 
hating one another.  
___4  But when the kindness and love of God our Savior 
appeared,  
___5  he saved us, not because of righteous things we 
had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through 
the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, 
___6  whom he poured out on us generously through 
Jesus Christ our Savior,  
 

 What are you doing to assure the soundness of 
your doctrine and the doctrine of your church 
body? 

 How do you deal with differences of 
interpretation? (see Acts 17:11; Phil 3:12-16; Jas 
1:19) 

2. Vv. 2-10 – What is the goal of Paul’s instructions in 
these verses?  

 What demeanor does Paul encourage? Explain. 

 What response-ability do we have to be an 
example? Of what are we to be an example? 

 Reflect upon and discuss the statement: “We 
should teach with a teachable and learning 
spirit.” 

3. Vv. 11-14 – What is at the heart of these verses? From 
what does Paul’s instruction stem? (see Ro 5:7-8; Ro 
12:1; Eph 2:8-10; Phil 2:12-13; 1 Jn 4:7-21) 

 What is your understanding of God’s grace? (Ro 
5:7-8; Eph 2:8-9; Tit 3:4-5; 1 Jn 4:9-10) 

 For whom is God’s grace? (v. 11, Jn 3:16; 1 Tim 
2:4-6; 1 Jn 2:2) 

 How does God grace appear? (see Jn 1:14,16)  

 What is your role in the appearance of God’s 
grace? (see Mt 5:16; Ro 6:13; Eph 2:10; Phil 2:12-
13; Col 1:24) 

4. V. 15 – Why is it important that we teach these 
things? (Ro 10:14-17) 

 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REFLECT AND DISCUSS 
1. Vs. 1-2 – What in these verses is most challenging for 

you? (see also Ro 12:9-18,21; Ro 13:1-7; Eph 4:29; 1 Pe 
2:13-20) 

2. V. 3 – We are at times still foolish, disobedient, 
deceived and misguided by passions and pleasures, 
but we are no longer enslaved to or by them. (Eph 2:1-
5; see also Ro 6:1-13; 1 Cor 10:13; Eph 4:17-24; Col 3:5-
10) 

3. Vv. 4-8 – Reflect upon and discuss the following 

 Grace has been defined in an acrostic as  
God’s Riches At Christ’s Expense 

 Grace has also been explained as 
o Justice is getting what we deserve – 

punishment.  
o Mercy is not getting what we deserve – not 

being punished.  
o Grace is getting what we don’t deserve – 

getting blessings instead of punishment. 

 
___7  so that, having been justified by his grace, we might 
become heirs having the hope of eternal life.  
___8  This is a trustworthy saying. And I want you to 
stress these things, so that those who have trusted in 
God may be careful to devote themselves to doing what 
is good. These things are excellent and profitable for 
everyone.  
___9  But avoid foolish controversies and genealogies and 
arguments and quarrels about the law, because these 
are unprofitable and useless.  
___10  Warn a divisive person once, and then warn him a 
second time. After that, have nothing to do with him.  
___11  You may be sure that such a man is warped and 
sinful; he is self-condemned.  
 

Final Remarks 

___12  As soon as I send Artemas or Tychicus to you, do 
your best to come to me at Nicopolis, because I have 
decided to winter there.  
___13  Do everything you can to help Zenas the lawyer 
and Apollos on their way and see that they have 
everything they need.  
___14  Our people must learn to devote themselves to 
doing what is good, in order that they may provide for 
daily necessities and not live unproductive lives.  
___15  Everyone with me sends you greetings. Greet 
those who love us in the faith. Grace be with you all.  
 

see also Jn 3:16-17; Jn 12:47; Ro 3:23-25; Ro 5:7-8; Eph 
2:8-10; 1 Jn 2:2; 1 Jn 4:9-12)   

4. Throughout the Pastoral Epistles Paul instructs us to 
avoid controversies and foolish arguments. (see Prov 
10:19; Mt 12:36-37; Acts 17:11; 1 Cor 2:2; Eph 4:29; Phil 
3:12-16; 1 Tim 1:4-5; 1 Tim 3:3; 1 Tim 4:7,16; 1 Tim 5:13; 
1 Tim 6:3-4,20; 2 Tim 2:14,16,23; 2 Tim 4:3-4; Jas 1:19,26) 

 What do you think Paul is wanting to avoid and 
what is he wanting to enable and encourage? 

 From your experience, what comes from quarrels 
and arguments? 

 

 

 

 
REFLECT AND DISCUSS 
 

1. V. 13 – The word being translated lawyer in Greek is 
νομικός / nomikos and it at times is also translated as 
“expert in the law.” 

 How do you think lawyers in Paul’s day compared 
to lawyers today? What was their purpose? 

2. V. 14 – What do you think Paul meant by “must learn 
to do good” and “not live unproductive lives”? 

 To what extent are we in the church needing to 
learn this today? 

 How is and how can the church teach this? 
 
 

Devotional Thoughts and Reflections on Titus 
 
Tit 1:1-3 “Paul, a servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ for the faith of God's elect and the knowledge of the truth that 
leads to godliness—a faith and knowledge resting on the hope of eternal life, which God, who does not lie, promised before 
the beginning of time, and at his appointed season he brought his word to light through the preaching entrusted to me by the 
command of God our Savior,” Jesus, when You died on the cross You in essence elected everyone as You died for everyone. – 1 
Jn 2:2 – Unfortunately, however, not everyone will enjoy Your election of them, simply because they do not believe it. Sad!!! This 
is where I and all who know You become as Your servants and apostles or “sent ones.” We are here to bring YOUR Word love and 
grace to light through OUR words and OUR deeds (really Your word and deeds through us). – Jn 15:4-5 – in order that people 
might experience Your election of them and all that it entails. Amen, Jesus! So be it. – Mt 5:16; Mt 28:19-20; Acts 1:8; Ro 10:14-
17; 2 Cor 5:17-20; Eph 2:8-10; Col 1:24; 1 Jn 1:1-4 
 

Tit 1:5 “The reason I left you in Crete was that you might straighten out what was left unfinished and appoint elders in every 
town, as I directed you.” Jesus, Paul entrusted Titus with the oversight of a number of faith communities. It would appear that 
his primary responsibility was to help faith communities become stable and fully functional. To this end, one of his primary tasks 



was to identify and equip elders (leaders who could function in pastoral/shepherding capacities). Jesus, a primary role, if not 
“the” primary role of a church professional is to raise up leaders and to equip the laity for works of ministry. – Eph 4:11-13 – 
Jesus, help me and all church professionals better see, understand, and practice our primary responsibility – raising up and 
developing the members of our congregation to assume and to carry out their response-ability as ministers in the advancement 
of the Gospel and the expansion of Your Kingdom. – Mt 11:12; Ro 12:4-8; 1 Cor 12:7-11,27-28; 2 Cor 5:17-20; 1 Tim 4:14; 2 Tim 
1:6-7; 1 Pe 4:10-11 
 

 
Tit 2:11-14 “For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men. It teaches us to say "No" to ungodliness and 
worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age, while we wait for the blessed hope—
the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and 
to purify for himself a people that are his very own, eager to do what is good.” Jesus, we have salvation by grace alone – Your  
unmerited, undeserved, sacrificial love. This grace teaches and leads us to sacrificial living which empowers us to say “No” to 
ungodliness and worldly passions. It provides us with the power lead self-controlled, upright and godly lives. Thank You for giving 
Yourself to redeem me. In Your love now move me to respond as one eager to do good. – Mt 10:7-8; 1 Cor 10:13; 2 Pe 1:3-8; 1 Jn 
4:7-16 
 

Tit 3:1-3 “Remind the people to be subject to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be ready to do whatever is good, to 
slander no one, to be peaceable and considerate, and to show true humility toward all men. At one time we too were foolish, 
disobedient, deceived and enslaved by all kinds of passions and pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, being hated and 
hating one another.” Jesus, this passage is pretty straight-forward. Luther understands the 4

th
 Commandment including all 

authorities in light of this passage. – Ex 20:12; Ro 13:1; 1 Pe 2:13-14 – We are to be obedient always mindful of the two greatest 
commandments. – Mt 22:37-40; Jn 13:34-35; Ro 13:8-10; 1 Cor 16:14; Gal 6:2 – We are to do good whenever opportunity 
presents itself. – Gal 6:9-10; Eph 5:15-16; Col 4:5 – We are to slander or diminish no one as we speak the truth in love. – Ex 
20:16; Mt 12:36-37; Eph 4:16; Eph 4:29; Col 4:6; Jas 1:26 – We are to be peaceful and peacemakers. – Mt 5:9; Ro 12:18 – We are 
to demonstrate true humility, considering and valuing others and their interests rather than our own. – 1 Cor 10:24; Phil 2:3-8 – 
It’s a challenge Lord, help me rise to the challenge. 
 

Tit 3:4-7 “But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of righteous things we had 
done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom he poured 
out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs having 
the hope of eternal life.” Jesus, this passage is pure grace. It is YOUR kindness, YOUR love, YOU who is Savior. We bring nothing 
of merit to the table. – Eph 2:8-9 – We simply bring our sin. – Ro 3:23; 1 Jn 1:8-9 – Through Your Spirit You birth in us our faith, 
and through faith newness of life. – Jn 1:12-13; 2 Cor 5:17; 2 Th 2:13 – Yet, You are not selective in Your salvation for through 
Your death on the cross. You selected all people. – 1 Tim 2:4; 1 Jn 2:2 – Some people will be eternally lost, but it is not because 
You have not paid the penalty for their sins. It is because they have resisted Your Spirit’s work of faith within them. – Mt 12:31 – 
Jesus may Your Spirit bear fruit in my life, but even more, may Your Spirit bear fruit THROUGH my life in the lives of others.  
 

Tit 3:9-10 “But avoid foolish controversies and genealogies and arguments and quarrels about the law, because these are 
unprofitable and useless. Warn a divisive person once, and then warn him a second time. After that, have nothing to do with 
him.” Jesus, once again Paul warns against foolish talk and arguments. Paul wants us to major in the majors and to keep first 
things first. Again, I must ask myself: “How many times do I engage in foolish, meaningless and even harmful argument when You 
would have me just let it go and to major in the majors? – Mt 12:36-37; Acts 16:1-3; 1 Cor 8:1; Eph 4:29; 1 Tim 1:3-5; 1 Tim 4:7; 2 
Tim 2:23-24; Jas 1:26 
 
 


