
Sunday Worship 
“Gardeners for Jesus!” 

July 12, 2020 
 
 

Opening Hymn # 869  “With the Lord Begin Your Task” 

With the Lord begin your task; Jesus will direct it. 
For His aid and counsel ask; Jesus will perfect it. 
Ev’ry morn with Jesus rise, and when day is ended,  
In His name then close your eyes; be to Him commended. 
 
Let each day begin with prayer, praise, and adoration. 
On the Lord cast ev’ry care; He is your salvation. 
Morning, evening, and at night Jesus will be near you,  
Save you from the tempter’s might, with His presence cheer you.  
 
With your Savior at your side, foes need not alarm you; 
In His promises confide, and no ill can harm you.  
All your trust and hope repose in the mighty Master, 
Who in wisdom truly knows how to stem disaster. 
 
If your task be thus begun with the Savior’s blessing,  
Safely then your course will run, toward the promise pressing.  
Good will follow ev’rywhere while you here must wander;  
You at last the joy will share in the mansions yonder.  
 
Thus, Lord Jesus, ev’ry task be to You commended;  
May Your will be done, I ask, until life is ended.  
Jesus, in Your name begun be the day’s endeavor;  
Grant that it may well be done to Your praise forever.  
 
 

 



Invocation 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 

 

Responsive Reading 

Pastor: If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, 
People: and heirs according to the promise. Galatians 3:29 
 

Pastor: For you have been born again, not of perishable seed,  
but of imperishable, 

People: through the living and enduring Word of God. 1 Peter 1:23 
 

Pastor: As the rain and the snow come down from heaven,  
and do not return to it without watering the earth and making it bud  
and flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater,  

People: so is My Word that goes out from My mouth.  
It will not return to Me empty, but will accomplish what I desire  
and achieve the purpose for which I sent it. Isaiah 55:9-10 

 
Pastor: He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food 
People: will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge  

the harvest of your righteousness. 2 Corinthians 9:10 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Old Testament Reading 

Isaiah 55:10-13    

 As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return to it without 
watering the earth and making it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower 
and bread for the eater, 11 so is my word that goes out from my mouth:  It will not return 
to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent 
it. 12 You will go out in joy and be led forth in peace; the mountains and hills will burst 
into song before you, and all the trees of the field will clap their hands.13 Instead of the 
thornbush will grow the pine tree, and instead of briers the myrtle will grow. This will be 
for the Lord’s renown, for an everlasting sign, which will not be destroyed.” 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 

Psalmody   Psalm 65:1-13 

Pastor: Praise awaits You, O God, in Zion; to You our vows will be fulfilled. 
People: O You who hear prayer, to You all men will come. 
 
Pastor: When we were overwhelmed by sins, You forgave our transgressions. 
People: Blessed are those You choose and bring near to live in Your courts! 

Pastor: We are filled with the good things of Your house, of Your holy temple. 
People: You answer us with awesome deeds of righteousness,  

O God, our Savior, the hope of all the ends of the earth  
and of the farthest seas, 

Pastor: Who formed the mountains by Your power, having armed Yourself 
with strength, 

People: Who stilled the roaring of the seas, the roaring of their waves,  
and the turmoil of the nations. 
 

Pastor: Those living far away fear Your wonders; 
People: Where morning dawns and evening fades You call forth songs of joy. 



Pastor: You care for the land and water it; You enrich it abundantly. 
People: The streams of God are filled with water to provide the people  

with grain, for so You have ordained it. 

Pastor: You drench its furrows and level its ridges; You soften it with showers  
and bless its crops. 

People: You crown the year with Your bounty, and Your carts  
overflow with abundance. 

Pastor: The grasslands of the desert overflow; the hills are clothed with gladness. 
People: The meadows are covered with flocks and the valleys are mantled  

with grain; they shout for joy and sing. 

 All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  
Amen. 

 
 
 

Epistle Reading 

Romans 8:12-17   

  Therefore, brothers, we have an obligation—but it is not to the sinful nature, to 
live according to it. 13 For if you live according to the sinful nature, you will die; but if by 
the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live. 14 because those who 
are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 15 For you did not receive a spirit that 
makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship. And by him we 
cry, “Abba, Father.” 16 The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s 
children. 17 Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with 
Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory. 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 
 



Congregational Memory Verse 

John 16:33  

      I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world 
you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world. John 16:33  

 

 

 

Gospel Reading 

Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23  

 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake. 2 Such large 
crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat in it, while all the people 
stood on the shore. 3 Then he told them many things in parables, saying: “A farmer went 
out to sow his seed. 4 As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the 
birds came and ate it up. 5 Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It 
sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. 6 But when the sun came up, the 
plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no root. 7 Other seed fell 
among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants. 8 Still other seed fell on good soil, 
where it produced a crop—a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown. 9 He who has 
ears, let them hear.”…  18“Listen then to what the parable of the sower means: 19 When 
anyone hears the message about the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one 
comes and snatches away what was sown in his heart. This is the seed sown along the 
path.  20 The one who received the seed that fell on rocky places is the man who hears 
the word and at once receives it with joy. 21 But since he has no root, he lasts only a 
short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, he quickly falls 
away.  
22 The one who received the seed that fell among the thorns is the man who hears the 
word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke it, making it 
unfruitful. 23 But the one who received the seed that fell on good soil is the man who 
hears the word and understands it. He produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or 
thirty times what was sown.” 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ!  



 
Children’s Time 
 
 

Sermon Hymn # 577  “Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast” 

Almighty God, Your Word is cast like seed into the ground;  
Now let the dew of heav’n descend and righteous fruits abound.  
 
Let not the sly satanic foe this holy seed remove,  
But give it root in ev’ry heart to bring forth fruits of love.  
 
Let not the world’s deceitful cares the rising plant destroy, 
But let it yield a hundredfold the fruits of peace and joy.  
 
So when the precious seed is sown, life-giving grace bestow 
That all whose souls the truth receive its saving pow’r may know.  

 

 

Sermon “Gardeners for Jesus!”     (Pastor Ken Krause) 

 
 

Profession of Faith  Apostles’ Creed   

I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 
buried.  He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead.  He 
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From thence he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 



Amen. 

Confession and Forgiveness 

Pastor: Jesus said, “A farmer went out to sow his seed. As he was scattering  
the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up.” 
“When anyone hears the message about the kingdom and does not  
understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown  
in his heart.”   Matthew 13:3b and 19 

People: O Lord, we confess that at times our hearts are hardened to  
Your Word. We especially have rejected the message of Your Law 
that calls us to repentance and obedience. Break through the 
hardness of our hearts, we pray, that the seed of Your Word may be 
welcomed in us. Let Your Holy Spirit defend us, that the evil one may 
not snatch away Your Word.  

 
Pastor: Jesus said, “Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil.  

It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow.” “The one who 
received the seed that fell on rocky places is the man who hears the Word 
and at once receives it with joy. But since he has no root, he lasts only a 
short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the Word, he 
quickly falls away.”      Matthew 13:5 and 20 

People: O Lord, we confess that at times we have rejoiced in the Word that  
You have given, yet we have allowed the threats of the evil one to 
turn us away from that Word. Give us courage, we pray, that we may 
remain steadfast in Your Word even in the face of threats against us.  
 

Pastor: Jesus said, “Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked  
the plants.” “The one who received the seed that fell among the thorns is 
the man who hears the Word, but the worries of this life and the 
deceitfulness of wealth choke it, making it unfruitful.”        Matthew 13:7 and 22 

People: O Lord, we confess that often we have allowed the worries of this life  
to choke out the power of Your Word. We have not loved You with 
our whole heart, and we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We have turned away from You and Your Word in our thinking, 
speaking, and doing. Forgive us, we pray, for the sake of Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord.  
 
 



 
 

Pastor: In the Word of God that He has sown into our hearts, God tells us of  
His great love for us, expressed in Jesus Christ our Lord. He was sent into 
this sin-choked world to pay the penalty for our sins and to give His life 
that we might have life. At the command and promise of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit.  

People: Amen.  
 
Pastor: Jesus said, “Other seed fell on good soil, where it produced  

a crop - a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown.” “The one who 
received the seed that fell on good soil is the man who hears the Word 
and understands it. He produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty 
times what was sown. He who has ears, let him hear.”          Matthew 13:8 and 23 

People: O Lord, we give You thanks for the forgiveness won for us by  
Jesus Christ, and for the Word that You have sown into our hearts. 
Nourish us by the Word, and through the blessed Sacraments, that 
the seed planted in us may produce abundant fruit that brings glory 
to Your name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
 
 

 
Hymn # 548 “Thanks to Thee, O Christ, Victorious”  

Thanks to Thee, O Christ, victorious! Thanks to Thee, O Lord of Life!  
Death hath now no power o’er us, Thou hast conquered in the strife.  
Thanks because Thou didst arise and hast opened paradise!  
None can fully sing the glory of the resurrection story.  
 
Thou hast died for my transgression, all my sins on Thee were laid; 
Thou hast won for me salvation, on the cross my debt was paid.  
From the grave I shall arise and shall meet Thee in the skies.  
Death itself is transitory; I shall lift my head in glory.  
 
For the joy Thine advent gave me, for Thy holy, precious Word;  
For Thy Baptism, which doth save me, for Thy blest Communion board;  



For Thy death, the bitter scorn, for Thy resurrection morn, 
Lord, I thank Thee and extol Thee, and in heav’n I shall behold Thee. 
Prayers 
 
 

The Lord’s Prayer  Prayed in unison 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. and forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
Benediction 
 
 
 
Closing Hymn # 923  “Almighty Father Bless the Word” 

Almighty Father, bless the Word which through Your grace we now have heard.  
Oh, may the precious seed take root, spring up, and bear abundant fruit! 
 
We praise You for the means of grace as homeward now our steps we trace.  
Grant, Lord, that we who worshiped here may all at last in heav’n appear.  
 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below;  
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host: Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  
 
 
 
 



 
The altar flowers are given by Gabi and Bo Banat in honor of their 30th Wedding Anniversary.  Glory to God!  


