
Members of Mt. Olive and Members of Concordia 
 

Last June we received an email from Melanie Wiest, the principal at Brookview Elementary School, in 
which she wrote: “It was so AMAZING to have all our mentors back in the building this year! Everyone 
did such a great job, and the students truly loved their time spent with everyone!! I am wondering if 
we can start recruiting now for our 2022-2023 school year to see if we can get more since we will not 
have COVID protocols that we will have to follow.” 
 

We (Mt. Olive) are now in the process of gearing up for the start of the 2022-2023 school year and we 
could really, really use YOU!  Mentor Training (required for first time mentors and encouraged for all) is: 
 

August 23rd, 6:30 pm – 8:30 pm & repeated August 28th, 2:00 pm – 4:00 pm 
(you attend only one of the two events – NOT both) 

 

In Isaiah 6:8, Isaiah writes: “I heard the voice of the Lord saying, "Who will go for us?" And I said, "Here 
am I. Send me!"  
 

In Matthew 25:40 & 46, Jesus says: “I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these 
brothers of mine, you did for me” and “whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did 
not do for me.”  
 

Have you ever asked yourself “What does God want me to do?” Well, through Principal Melanie Wiest I 
believe God is telling us of Mt. Olive and Concordia that He is wanting us to “Mentor and serve the 
students, the teachers and staff, and the families of the students, teachers, and staff at Brookview 
Elementary School.” 
 

We need mentors and we need prayer partners! We need YOU!!!  
 

OUR GOAL this year for each student we mentor is to have a four-person team. The team would consist 
of: (1) the mentee, (2) two mentors who would divide the mentoring responsibilities as best suits the 
team (they could divide the mentoring responsibilities equally, one could be the primary and the other 
the backup, etc.—whatever best serves the team), (3) a prayer partner who doesn’t work directly with 
the student and may never actually meet the student, but who is weekly, perhaps daily, praying for the 
mentee, the mentors, the teachers and staff at Brookview, and the family of the mentee.   
 

Kids are needing help! God is calling. How will you answer? Will you join Isaiah and say, “Here am I. 
Send me”? 
 

 Serving through Christ & His love, 
 

      Bill Cullen 
 

Bill Cullen, Th.D.; M.Ed. 
Director of Outreach & Adult Discipleship 
Mt. Olive Lutheran Church, Rockford, IL 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Please Email Response or Detach and Return to Bill Cullen @ Mt. Olive by 8/17/2022 

Bill’s email address is bcullen@mtolivelutheran.com 
 

Please respond regarding your interest:  ___Mentor     ___Prayer Partner     ___ Other     ___ Not Now 
 

Name ____________________________________________ 

mailto:bcullen@mtolivelutheran.com


 
 
 

F.Y.I. – Some Interesting Facts! 
 

 We have been involved with mentoring students in Rockford Public Schools for ten years (seven 
years at Beyer and three years at Brookview). 
 

 Over those ten years we have had 28 different mentors (plus substitute mentors) mentor 138 
students. 
 

 Over those ten years we have also had 22 different people serving as prayer partners. 
 

 In addition to mentoring students we have: 
 

o Assisted with school sponsored “Family Nights.” 
o Assisted with school sponsored parties at the school. 
o Assisted with/chaperoned school sponsored field trips. 
o Served as monitors in classes for statewide testing. 
o Provided and served refreshments for parent-teacher conferences. 
o Provided a pizza and salad lunch for all the schoolteachers and staff during National 

Teacher Appreciation Week. 
o Provided the following events off school property (at the church or another location) 

where we also had opportunity to verbally share the gospel:  
 

 Annual Christmas party for mentees and their families. 
 Annual Christmas party for our cooperating teachers and school staff. 
 Annual Spring Break/Holy Week Party. 
 Three times held a Summer BBQ for our cooperating teachers and school staff. 
 Twice held a Summer party for mentees and their families at Chucky Cheese. 
 Once held a Bowling Party for mentees and their families.  
 Annual End-of-Year teacher “Happy hour” at the Olympic Tavern (we provide 

hors d'oeuvre, people are on their own for their beverages).  
 
 
 

John 15:16-17 (NIV) 16  You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit--
fruit that will last…. 17  This is my command: Love each other. 
 

Romans 10:14-15 (NIV) 14  How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can 
they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone 
preaching to them? 15  And how can they preach unless they are sent? As it is written, "How beautiful 
are the feet of those who bring good news!" 
 

Mentoring is… 
 

A ministry of presence! 
A ministry of love! 


