
1 

Mt Olive + Concordia + Resurrection  

All-Church Summer Bible Study 

Written by Dr. Bill Cullen 

Edited by Mt Olive’s Board of Education 



2 

"Immediately the boy's father exclaimed, `I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief!" 
(Mark 9:24). 

 
 

"The Bible is alive, it speaks to me; it has feet, it runs after me;  it has hands, it lays hold of me." – Martin Luther 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
“Speak Lord, Your Servant Is Listening” (1 Samuel 3:10). 

 

Underline or highlight words you find particularly significant in the passages. 
As they apply, complete the sentence stems below: (feel free to be selective)  

 

As I reflect upon these passages, a question I have is…. 
A new or renewed thought for me is…. 
A common denominator that seems to run through many of the passages is…. 
In at least one verse, something I found to be unique, surprising and/or challenging is….  
The audience addressed & the context of the passage(s), both historically and within the chapter, suggest… 
A related or some related Scripture passage(s) that come to mind are…. 
These passages seem to align or not align with the historical teaching of church of or in… 
These passages seem to align or not align with contemporary society’s thinking of or in…  
These passages would have me understand my vocation of loving my neighbor to mean…. 
If God is serious here and means for me to take these passages seriously,…. 
In light of these passages “living a life worthy of my calling/vocation” means…. 
In the light of what God is telling/showing me in these passages I think, feel, and/or believe…. 
In and by the empowering grace of God I will…. 
 

 

If through a passage you feel God… (explain). 
 

convicting you, --------------------------------------------------------------- mark it “C”. 

disturbing you, --------------------------------------------------------------- mark it “D”. 

inspiring or challenging you, ---------------------------------------------- mark it  “I”. 

forgiving and/or comforting you, ---------------------------------------- mark it “F.” 

guiding you, giving you direction, --------------------------------------- mark it “G”. 

sending or commissioning you for mission or service, ------------- mark it “S”. 

      To/for whom or what are you being sent ______________________ 

empowering you, ------------------------------------------------------------ mark it “E”. 

The passage that is the most meaningful for you today------------    mark it *. 

 
 

Bill Cullen’s Goals in and for Bible study: 
 

Participants experience the presence and touch of God.   
Participants leave wanting to return. 
Participants leave wanting to respond to God’s touch. 
Participants experience being a part of the Body of Christ. 
Participants gain some sort of Biblical knowledge and/or insight. 

 

NOTE: For Bill the first goal is the primary goal. If it happens, and only it, the time has still been well spent. However, when the 
first goal happens, it typically leads to the following four goals happening. The fifth goal is important, but it is only important as it 
serves the above four goals. If the fifth goal is made to be the most important, it generally comes at the expense of the above 
four.  

 

“Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up” (1 Corinthians 8:1) 
© Bill Cullen, 2010 
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        MARK 1:1-35  
 

 
 

 
 

FIRST READING   

MARK 1:1-8     John’s Ministry Begins   

1) What was John’s message? What did he do? How did he do it? What happened?  

2) What obstacles do people encounter today that get in the way of people hearing and responding in 
faith to Jesus and the Gospel message? 

3) How can we today prepare the way for people hearing and responding to Jesus and the Gospel mes-
sage? 

4) What does John say is or will be different about Jesus’ baptism from his? What implications does this 
have for us and our living missionally?  

Personal Reflection & Group Discussion 

OPTION 1:    Prepare the house or a room for company. Talk about ways preparing the house for company 
is like John preparing the way for Jesus? How is it different?  

 
OPTION 2:   “Empowering” Experiment -  Start with ½ cup of water in a plastic pop or water bottle. Add ½ 

cup of white vinegar. Measure out 3 teaspoons of baking soda and pour into a balloon using a 
funnel. Attach the mouth of the balloon to the mouth of the water bottle and let the baking 
soda fall into the white-vinegar solution. Draw parallels between what happened in the bottle 
and what happens in baptism. Discuss how the water of baptism is “Spirit-empowered water.” 

Family Engagement Activity 

Additional Reading 
 

Matthew 3:1-3, [4-12];   Luke 3:2-6[7-20];   John 1:19-28;    Malachi 3:1 
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1) Martin Luther encourages us to remember our baptisms daily. What, if anything, do you remember 
about your baptism? 

2) How is Jesus’ baptism similar to and different from your baptism? What happened in and at Jesus’ bap-
tism? ...in and at your baptism?  

3) What do you think God wants us to remember about our baptisms? (also see Isaiah 43:1;                                       
Romans 6:3-4,13;  2 Corinthians 5:17; Titus 3:5-7; 1 John 3:1) 

4) Brainstorm and list common temptations people tend to face today.  

5) Continue brainstorming and list ways people commonly deal with the temptations they face today. 
How do you tend to deal with temptation? 

6) How did Jesus deal with temptation? How could this help us as we deal with our temptations?  

SECOND READING   

MARK 1:9-13     Jesus’ Baptism & Temptation 

Personal Reflection & Group Discussion 

Family Engagement Activity 

OPTION 1: Brainstorm and list things that could help a person remember his or her baptism. As a craft pro-
ject make something that can help you remember your baptism and what God has done in and 
through your baptism. 

 
 
OPTION 2: Find a Bible passage that you can use to help you when you are facing temptation. As a craft 

project using this verse make a plaque of some sort or a poster. Commit this verse to memory 
and use it regularly.  

Additional Reading 
 

Matthew 3:13-17; Luke 21-23; John 1:29-34; Psalm 2:7; Galatians 3:27;  

Colossians 2:12;  Matthew 4:1-11; Luke 4:1-13; Psalm 91:11; Hebrews 2:14-18; 

Hebrews 4:14-16; Ephesians 4:27 [John 17:15-18]; 1 Corinthians 10:13;  

Galatians 2:20, 5:25; Colossians 3:16 
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THIRD READING   

MARK 1:14-15     Jesus Begins His Ministry & Calls The First Disciples 

DEFINITIONS 

Kingdom of God -  The Kingdom of God is His Reign of Love. His Kingdom exist wherever and to whatever 
extent His love is the governing force and influence in a person’s life. (Luke 17:20-21;                    

John 3:16-17;  John 13:34-35; John 15:1-17; 1 Corinthians 13:4-8,13; 16:14; Galatians 5:6,13; 1 John 3:16;  
1 John 4:7-21)  

 

Repentance - Repentance is more of a turning to than a turning from. It is turning to a God of love with all 
He promises, and it is motivated and empowered by the magnetic pull of the gospel and His 
kingdom of God’s love. 

Personal Reflection & Group Discussion 

1) How are Jesus’ ministry and John’s ministry similar? How are they different? (see Matthew 3:1-2; 4:19)  

2) What is the “good news”? (see John 3:16-17; John 11:25; Romans 5:7-8; Romans 8:37-39;                           
2 Corinthians 5:17; 2 Peter 1:3-4) 

3) What do you find attractive and magnetic about God’s Kingdom?  

4) Where/how have you seen and/or experienced God presence and His Kingdom of Love in your life and/
or community?  

5) What does it mean to be a citizen of God’s Kingdom of Love and to live as a citizen of God’s Kingdom of 
love? 

6) What opportunity do you have to be an ambassador of His Kingdom in your circles of influence? 

7) To what extent do people experience us as “good news”? …to what extent “bad news”?  
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Family Engagement Activity 

 

OPTION 1:   As a family/group make a “Good News” banner to be hung in your home/room.   
 
OPTION 2: Make a crown for Jesus. You might want to consider the crown Jesus actually wore (crown of 

thorns), along with its meaning.  

Additional Reading 
 

Matthew 4:17;  Matthew 10:7-8;  Luke 4:14-15;  John 3:17;                                  

2 Corinthians 5:18-20;  Galatians 6:9-10 

FOURTH READING   

MARK 1:16-20   Jesus Calls Disciples 

Personal Reflection & Group Discussion 

1) What is Jesus’ invitation?  

2) How did Peter, Andrew, James and John respond to Jesus’ invitation/call?  

3) What do you think was the attraction to follow Jesus? To what extent do you think they knew what they 
were getting themselves into?  

4) How do you understand Jesus’ call to follow Him today?  

5) What is entailed in following Jesus?  

6) How, to what extent, are you responding to the call? What, if anything, is holding you back? 
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Play “Follow the Leader.” Give different people the opportunity to lead. Talk about the qualities of being a 
“good leader” and of being “good followers.” What are the challenges of being a good leader? …of being 
good followers? 
 

Family Engagement Activity 

Additional Reading 
 

Matthew 4:18-22;  Luke 5:1-11;  John 13:34-35;  John 15:8, 16-17 

FIFTH READING   

MARK 1:21-28    People Amazed 

Personal Reflection & Group Discussion 

1) What sticks out for you as you read this passage? 

2) The people were amazed at Jesus’ teaching. What do you think “teaching with authority” looked and 
sounded like?  

3) What amazes you in regard to Jesus’ teaching?  

4) In what way(s) do verses 23-27 reflect both the content/substance and the authority of Jesus’ teaching? 

Family Engagement Activity 

 

Learning Activity:  Play “Simon Says.” Give different people the opportunity to be Simon. What are the 
similarities between Simon in “Simon Says” and what Jesus says? What is the goal of 
Simon in “Simon Says”? …of Jesus in the above passage? …of Jesus in our lives? 

Additional Reading 
 

Luke 4:31-37;  Matthew 10:7 
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1) In the story of Jesus’ healing of Peter’s mother-in-law what is suggested about family?                                                   
…about hospitality? …about doing good?   (see Romans 12:13; Galatians 6:9-10) 

2) Scripture in a number of places indicates that Jesus was in the habit of going off by Himself to pray. 
What is your understanding of prayer and its purpose?  

3) What is the nature and purpose of your prayers?  

4) How can prayer help us in living missionally?  

SIXTH READING   

MARK 1:29-35   Jesus Heals Peter’s Mother-In-Law & Prays Alone 

Note: Luke’s Gospel tells us the healing of Peter’s mother-in-law took place on 

the Sabbath. Does knowing this add anything to the story for you? 

Personal Reflection & Group Discussion 

Option 1: Someplace in your home create a solitary “sacred space” for prayer and private mediation. Stock 
the space with a cross, at least one of picture of Jesus (various pictures of Jesus portraying Him in 
a variety of ways would be better), a Bible and other devotional materials, a hymnal and perhaps 
a prayer book, a prayer journey, paper, and a pencil or pen. Add other things to the space that 
make it personally warm, inviting and comfortable. Make a habit of going to this “sacred space” 
to spend special solitary time with Jesus. 

 
Option 2: Gather various medicines and health aides from your medicine cabinet and/or first aide kit. Talk 

about what each item is use for and its effectiveness. How is each item similar to how Jesus oper-
ates? How is it different?   (see Matthew 8:14-17;  Luke 4:[31-37]38-41) 

Additional Reading 
 

Luke 5:42; 1 Samuel 3:10; Matthew 6:7-8; Matthew 7:7-8; Matthew 26:39,42; 

John 14:13-14; James 1:5-8,19; 1 John 5:14-15 

Family Engagement Activity 
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        MARK 1:36-45 &  
  MARK 2:1-28  
 

 
 

FIRST READING   

MARK 1:36-39     Jesus’ Mission  

1) According to this passage what was Jesus’ purpose?  

2) If we are to be Jesus followers and actually follow Jesus, sharing in His primary purpose, what does 
that mean for us? What does it look like? What will we be doing? What won’t we be doing?  

Personal Reflection & Group Discussion 

Make greetings for people in some sort of group home (e.g. nursing home). After getting permission from 
the director of the home, take them to the home and distribute them. Afterwards debrief the experience 
and identify ways it might have been similar to the disciples’ mission adventures and challenges. 

Family Engagement Activity 

Additional Reading 
 

Matthew 4:17,19; Matthew 9:10-13; Matthew 9:35; Matthew 10:7-8;                  

Mark 10:42-45; Luke 4:18-21; Luke 4:43; Luke 19:10; John 3:17; John 13:34-35; 

John 15:8; John 17:15-18; Acts 28:23,30-31; 1 Corinthians 13:4-8,13;                   

2 Corinthians 5:17-20; Colossians 1:24; 1 John 3:16 
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2) When you are confronted with a need, particularly a need of a stranger or of someone who is not in your 
circle of friends, what is the range of thoughts and feelings you typically experience? Which thoughts 
and feelings tend to be the most prevalent?  

3) Jesus’ compassion led Him to action. How often does your compassion lead you to action?                                                                                       

             Always              Usually            Half the time           Occasionally           Seldom           Never 

4) What does being a Jesus follower look like?  

Family Engagement Activity 

Spend time together walking your neighbor (or another neighborhood, e.g. around Spring Creek Elemen-
tary), keep your eyes and ears open making mental note of needs you see or hear expressed. If you have op-
portunity, stop and help. When you get home debrief. Make a list of the needs of which you observed. Talk 
about what it might be like to be in the shoes of the people you encountered. Pray for the people and situa-
tions you observed. Ask God to show you if He would have you get involved, and, if so, how. 

Additional Reading 
 

Matthew 8:1-4; Luke 5:12-16; Luke 10:25-37; 2 Corinthians 5:14;                              
Galatians 5:6; Galatians 6:2,9-10; James 4:17; 1 John 3:16-18 

SECOND READING   

MARK 1:40-45    Cleansing of a Leper  

 

 

 

1) When Jesus saw or encountered a need He was filled with compassion. What does compassion mean to 
you?  Brainstorm examples of compassion. 

Personal Reflection & Group Discussion 
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THIRD READING   

MARK 2:1-12   The Paralytic 

 

 

 

In the story of the paralytic, the paralytic’s friends went to great lengths, some might say extremes, to bring 
their friend to Jesus.  

1) Mt Olive Lutheran Church in Rockford, IL has the motto: “Loving people to Jesus.” What does that mean 
to you? To what extent is that your personal motto? If it is, what does it look like in your life? …in your 
family? What does it look like in our Mt Olive/Concordia/Resurrection families? 

2) As a Jesus follower, to what lengths have you gone and are you willing to go to bring people, particularly 
friends and relatives, to Jesus?... Or Jesus to them?  

3) How do/can you do so with sensitivity, knowing what is appropriate and respectful?  

4) Jesus responded to the paralytic on two levels: spiritual and physical. At this time do you have more of a 
spiritual need or a physical or material need for Jesus’ help?  Do you tend to  respond more to people’s 
spiritual needs or to help their physical/material needs? Explain.  

Personal Reflection & Group Discussion 

Make a “Needs” board which can be hung up someplace convenient for members of your family/group to 
post their needs for which they would seek prayer and/or assistance. Then pray for one another, and, if you 
can, help out in some way. Make a plan to do so this week.  

Family Engagement Activity 

Additional Reading 
 

Proverbs 10:19; Matthew 9:1-8; Matthew 5:13-16; Matthew 7:6; Luke 5:17-26; 
Philippians 1:9; Colossians 1:24; Colossians 4:5-6; 2 Timothy 2:23-25;                   

James 1:19; 1 Peter 3:15 
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FOURTH READING   

MARK 2:13-17   The Call of Levi 

 

 

 

1) What are one to three observations you have as you read this passage? 

2) With whom in the story do you most identify? Why?  

3) Do you feel Jesus’ primary intention in telling the story is to assure you of that which you already know, 
namely, that He came for you and you are saved? Or could it be to move those of us who are enjoying 
salvation and a relationship with Him to reach beyond our Christian fellowship to those outside the 
church?  

4) What types of relationships do you have with people in the various circles of your life (extended family, 
neighborhood, work, church, etc)?  How could you grow those relationships? 

Personal Reflection & Group Discussion 

Option 1:  As a family/group make a Friendship List using some of the circles mentioned in #4 above.     
Without gossiping, breaking confidences, or breaking the 8th Commandment, by each name jot 
down things you know about each person, particularly the needs they might have. Collectively 
pray for each person. Commit to learning more about the people who are listed. Each week add 
what you learned to your Friendship List. Again, remember to keep the 8th Commandment. As 
you make additional “friends” in these circles, add them to your Friendship List, too! 

Option 2:  Invite a non-Christian from one of your circles (neighborhood, friends, work, family, etc) over for 
dinner or to attend some social activity with you. Goal: Simply to enjoy one another’s company. 

Family Engagement Activity 

Additional Reading 
 

Matthew 9:9-13; Luke 5:27-32; Matthew 11:19; Luke 14:1-14; Luke 15:1-7;  
Luke 19:10; John 17:15-18 
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FIFTH READING   

MARK 2:18-22    Fasting & Wineskins 

 

 
 

Most Christians in the USA are not practiced in fasting. Biblical fasting is often, but not always (e.g. Jesus’ fasting)                 
associated with showing a broken and contrite heart, with sorrow regarding our sin and a desire to change our ways. 
There are appropriate times for such fasting, just as there are appropriate times for celebration. 

Personal Reflection & Group Discussion 

Option 1:    Unless you have medical reason not to, plan on fasting for 12 hours a day once a week for four 
weeks (water is permissible). During the time you would have eaten a meal, use the time for 
prayer and meditation on God’s Word. Each week as a family/group debrief the experience 

Option 2:     Brainstorm a list of things (e.g. practices, traditions) people tend to value. Discuss why are they 
valued. Now make a list of things (practices, traditions) you value. Talk about why you value 
them. Which things discussed contribute to your relationship with God? How? Which things 
interfere with your relationship with God? How? As you reflect, consider 1 Corinthians 9:19-22.  

Family Engagement Activity 

Additional Reading 
 

Matthew 9:14-17; Luke 5:33-39; Acts 16:1-3; Romans 14:1-8; Romans 15:1-2;                                   
Galatians 5:13-14). 

1) What might you consider appropriate times for fasting (to gain focus on God or to go without in order to 
demonstrate a broken and contrite heart for your sins)?   

2) What would you consider appropriate times for celebration? 

The story of the Wineskins has to do with habits and customs.  One one hand, people might be tempted to force others to 
abandon the long-established customs they cherish for the sake of new ones. One the other hand, some might be tempt-
ed to force new people, unfamiliar with the old customs, to adopt  those old customs anyway, simply because “that is the 
way we do things here.” This story suggests allowing people who value the old to keep them, and allowing those who 
want new ones to be able to establish them.  

1) Are you more of an “old wineskin” or a “new wineskin” person? 

2) What does this suggest as you seek to live missionally in your congregation? In your family?  In the 
world?  

3) Are there any customs you might want to consider changing in order to become more mission-minded?  
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SIXTH READING   

MARK 2:23-28      Sabbath Law 

 
 

 

1) What does it mean to “Remember the Sabbath” (Ex 20:8) and to have a “Sabbath-rest” (Heb 4:1-11)? 

2) How does your family typically observe the Sabbath? 

3) For whom did God establish a Sabbath, for whose benefit?  

4) What benefits can having a Sabbath provide?  

5) How might a person become “a slave to the Sabbath”? What might being a slave to the Sabbath look 
like? When that happens who gets served and what gets lost?  

6) What might proper regard for the Sabbath look like?  

Personal Reflection & Group Discussion 

Without becoming legalistic about it, as a family establish a “sacred time” when you all will regularly meet 
as a group simply to enjoy time with each other and with God – a “God & Family Time.” Your time might be 
weekly, semi-monthly, monthly, whatever works for you. Brainstorm things you might do during this (e.g. a 
nature walk or picnic, watching a movie together, together providing some sort of service for someone in 
your neighborhood or community). Get creative. It doesn’t matter what you do, as long as it is something 
that stimulates a connecting with each other and with God.    

Family Engagement Activity 

Additional Reading 
 

Matthew 12:1-8; Luke 6:1-5; Deuteronomy 5:14 
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         MARK 3 & 4:1-20     

 
 
 

FIRST READING   

MARK 3:1-6   Sabbath Healing  

1) How would you define worship?  

2) If worship is understood as our response to God’s grace and activity in our lives, might healing be con-
sidered worship (see Romans 12:1)?  

3) How do you think we best worship God, demonstrating our love for Him?  

Personal Reflection & Group Discussion 

As a family/group respond to a “felt” need of someone within your community who does not have a rela-
tionship with Jesus and/or is not attending a church. The need should be one you can address on the 
“Sabbath.” As you finish responding and are ready to go home, leave the person(s) you helped a home-
made card. In the card write out the words of Romans 12:1. Include in the card an invitation for whomever 
you help to join you for church the coming Sabbath.  

Family Engagement Activity 

Additional Reading 
 

Matthew 12:9-14; Luke 6:6-11; 1 Samuel 15:22; Isaiah 1:14-17;                              

Matthew 5:23-24; Matthew 22:37-40; Matthew 25:40; Matthew 25:45;         

John 13:34-35; Romans 12:1; Galatians 6:2; 1 John 3:16-18; 1 John 4:20-21 
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SECOND READING   

MARK 3:7-12      Multitudes Healed 

 
 

 

1) Discuss the reason you think Jesus withdrew with His disciples? …to relax? …to debrief? …both? …
other?  

2) Many came to Jesus. Why? Did they all come with the same reason? Did they come... 

... because of their faith in Jesus?    

… to see Jesus as a sideshow?  

… because of some other motivation?  

3)    Does the reason they came to see Jesus matter, or to what extent does it matter?  

4) What does this suggest about being mission-minded  in our every day life?  

5) Mark’s Gospel has what theologians call the “great Messianic Secret” where Jesus gives instructions 
“not to tell” (v. 12, see also 1:44; 8:30; 9:9), with two exceptions (5:19; 16:7). Discuss possible reasons 
why. 

Personal Reflection & Group Discussion 

Tell the story of Jesus in or through pictures. Individually or as a family/group draw pictures or find pictures 
of Jesus (in books, on the internet, or wherever) that you think best tell the story of Jesus. Assemble           
between three and ten pictures. Share why you chose the pictures you did. What is the message your                   
pictures tell? 

Family Engagement Activity 

Additional Reading 
 

Matthew 12:15-21; Luke 6:17-19; John 4:46-43; John 6:14-15 & 25-26;                  
Philippians 1:15-18 
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Personal Reflection & Group Discussion 

THIRD READING   

MARK 3:13-19         Apostle’s Named 

 
 

 

1) According to the passage, what reason(s) did Jesus have for calling/appointing the twelve?  

2) How is that similar to and/or different from His calling and appointing of you and of your response-
ability?  

3) How are you doing in regard to “being with Him” and in regard to “being sent by Him”? 

Personal Reflection & Group Discussion 

On a large sheet of poster paper with felt-tip markers, colored pencil, or color crayons make a caricature of 
the ideal disciple. Talk about the elements you included and why. 

Family Engagement Activity 

Additional Reading 
 

Matthew 10:2-4; Luke 6:12-16; Matthew 28:19-20; John 13:34-35;                      
John 15:8,16-17; John 17:15-18; Acts 1:8; 2 Corinthians 5:17-20;                          

Ephesians 4:1,16; 2 Timothy 1:6-7 

FOURTH READING   

MARK 3:20-30    Out of His Mind, Possessed, & Unforgiveable Sin 

1) How do you tend to regard people you don’t understand or who don’t make sense to you? How ready are 
you to listen and to try to make sense of what they have to say?  

2) What Scripture or what in Jesus’ teaching are you tempted to ignore, discount, or modify because it 
simply doesn’t make sense to you?  



18 

Family Engagement Activity 

3) How do Satan and his forces attempt to divide Christians and cause divisions in the church? Can you give 
examples?  

4) What affect do divisions in the church have? How do divisions affect our living missionally in the world 
around us?  

5) What is your understanding of the unforgiveable sin? Why is it unforgiveable?  

6) React to the following and what it suggests about judging people:  
 

“There is only one sin for which anyone will go to hell (experience eternal separation from God), 
resisting the Holy Spirit’s work of faith resulting in unbelief and discounting or disregarding 
God’s grace.”  
 
“God doesn’t send anyone to hell. People send themselves to hell by rejecting God’s grace.” 

Option 1:  As a group searching the Gospels make a list of things Jesus said and/or did that many people 
would have considered outlandish, ridiculous, crazy and/or insane. Share/discuss your thoughts and feel-
ings regarding the things on your list. 

 
Option 2: Get a bag of Twizzlers. Try pulling the piece apart when they are all bundled together. Take one 

piece away and pull it apart. Try the bundle again. Keep taking a piece away one at a time. See how 
many pieces you need to take away before you can pull the bundle apart. Talk about how this is like 
what happens when there are divisions in the church. 

 
Option 3:  As a family/group search Google Images for a image communicating God’s grace which your fam-

ily/group will use to make a banner proclaiming God’s grace in and through Jesus, the Christ. 

Additional Reading 
 

1 Corinthians 1:18-25; James 1:5-7,19  Matthew 12:22-30; Luke 11:14-22;      
1 Corinthians 12:25;  Ephesians 2:13-21; Ephesians 4:3-6; Philippians 2:1-2;  

Matthew 12:31-32; Luke 12:10; Matthew 7:1; John 3:16-17;                                  
Romans 3:23-25; Romans 5:7-8; Ephesians 2:8-9; 1 John 2:2 
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FIFTH READING   

MARK 3:31-35      Mothers, Brothers, Sisters 

 
 

 

God intends for our biological, adoptive, and step families to be important to us, yet, they can take on too much 
importance. They can interfere with our relationship with God and our doing God’s will. Jesus’ mother and 
brothers and sisters at times (probably unintentionally) sought to distract Jesus from God’s will. The time and 
attention we give our families should be an expression of the Father’s will and not in competition with it.  
 
 
1) What strikes you in or about this passage? 

2) In the passage how does Jesus seemingly define family? 

3) How important is your family to you?  

4) What demands does your family make upon your life (time, talents, treasurers, etc.)?  

5) Which of these demands do you believe are a reflection and expressions of God’s will?  Which do you 
believe could be in competition with God’s will?  

6) What might you and your family do to better reflect and express God’s will, rather than compete with it? 

Personal Reflection & Group Discussion 

Based upon God’s love and commitment made to all humankind, as a family/group make a family           
covenant. This covenant is  a family/group  agreement and commitment to each other and to God to seek 
and to follow God’s will in all areas of life. In the covenant agree to lovingly hold one another accountable 
and agree to be willing to be held accountable by the members of your family/group (Galatians 6:1-2; 
Ephesians 4:15-16). Put your covenant in writing. Review it regularly. 

Family Engagement Activity 

Additional Reading 
 

Matthew 12:46-50; Luke 8:19-21; Matthew 4:10; Matthew 13:55-56;                  
Luke 9:59-62; Luke 12:53; Luke 14:26 
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SIXTH READING   

MARK 4:1-20      Parable of the Soils 

 
 

 

1) As you read this parable what is/are one or two initial thoughts that you have? 
 
 
An oversimplification, but:  

the Path = “In one ear and out the other,” no thoughtful reflection where things can take 
root and grow;  

the Rocky Soil = “Can’t stand the heat,” no rooting, things get rough and quit; 

 the Thorny Soil = “Grass is always greener,” too many things, no priorities, wanting every-
thing, always wanting more;  

the Good Soil = “Fruitful ground,” striving to make a positive difference, directing time 
and energy toward that ends.  

 
2) Which kind of soil are you?  

3) What does this parable teach us about the Kingdom of God and following Jesus?  

4) What tilling & cultivating, fertilizing, planting, weeding, watering, pruning, harvesting needs to happen 
in your life?  

5) How can your family help you? 

Personal Reflection & Group Discussion 

As a family/group color each person’s thumb green. Use this as a reminder that we are to be good soil and 
produce growth and fruit.    

Family Engagement Activity 

Additional Reading 
 

Matthew 13:3-9 & 18-23; Luke 8:4-15; John 15:1-4 
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        MARK 4:21–41 &  
  MARK 5     

 
FIRST READING 

MARK 4:21-25    Lamp on a Lampstand 

A lamp shines light not on itself, but on all around it. As a lamp, we are not here to attract others to ourselves 
but to shine light upon God, His presence in the world, and what He is doing and seeking to do in the world. 
We are here to shine light upon His love and the difference it is making (or can be making) in the lives of those 
we encounter in our various communities.  
 
1) How many lamps do you have in your home? Where are they located?  

2) How strategically are the lamps/lights located? Explain. 

3) How will you ask the Holy Spirit to help you shine God’s light in the world around you? 

Personal Reflection & Group Discussion 

Take a walk through your house. What do the lamps (or lights) in the rooms reveal or expose? See both 
good and bad. Have fun with this!!!   

 
 As God’s light shines in our personal lives, what is revealed or exposed (1 John 1:7-9)?  
 As an everyday missionary, for whom are you being a lamp and upon what are you lovingly               

shedding light? 
 What is being brought to light through your words and deeds? What are people seeing and experi-

encing through you? 

Family Engagement Activity 

Additional Reading 
 

Matthew 5:15-16, John 1:1-14 
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SECOND READING   

MARK 4:26-29      Soil Produces Grain 

 
 

 

1) What catches your attention in this parable? 

2) We all have roles in God’s Kingdom, but without God working nothing grows. For what do you tend to 
depend upon yourself, in your gifts and abilities?     

3) For what do you tend to depend upon others and what they can provide/do for you?      

4) For what do you depend upon God? 

5) What does this parable teach us about the Kingdom of God and being a Jesus follower?  

Personal Reflection & Group Discussion 

Make a family/group drawing of a typical life-cycle for the average person. Include ups and down and 
name them. You may wish to think through the experiences of those who are close to you, or your own 
experiences as you create the life cycle. Also, as Christians, include the resurrection and eternity. 
 
 

Family Engagement Activity 

Additional Reading 
 

John 15:4-5; 1 Corinthians 3:4-11; 2 Corinthians 3:4-6 



23 

THIRD READING   

MARK 4:30-34      Soil Produces Grain & Mustard Seed 

 
 

 

1) What catches your attention in this parables? 

2) How often are you tempted to have a “can’t” mentality? Can you think of a time our faith community 
has had a “can’t” mentality?   ** The disciples had a “can’t” mentality in the story of the feeding of the 
5000 (see John 6:5-13). However, the only real question is “Is Jesus in the equation?” Anytime Jesus is in the 
equation there is always more than enough. Jesus was in the mustard seed and it grew. 

3) How and to what extent, is Jesus in the equation of your life?  Being in the equation, what does Jesus 
want to do?  

4) For whom can you provide a bit of shade & a perch of rest?  

5) What does this parable teach us about the Kingdom of God and being a Jesus follower?  

Personal Reflection & Group Discussion 

Watch YouTube video “Faith Like a Mustard Seed” (2:21) https://youtu.be/8VF8lWZUJL4. Plant some  
radish seeds in clear plastic cups and dirt. See how long it takes them to grow. 

Family Engagement Activity 

Additional Reading 
 

Matthew 13:31-34; 2 Corinthians 4:3-6 

https://youtu.be/8VF8lWZUJL4
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FOURTH READING   

MARK 4:35-41         Jesus Calms The Storm 

 
 

 

We all face storms of various magnitudes in our lives, some we might call drizzles, others tornados or hurri-
canes. The people around us all have their own storms they face. Jesus can and will calm the storms in our lives. 
  
 
1) What are three words you would use to describe Jesus in this passage? 

2) What storms are you facing? How would you describe them or to what would you liken them? 

3) Without gossiping or  breaking confidences, what storms are the people you know facing, particularly 
those people in your circles of influence (family, friends, neighbors, co-workers? How would describe 
them? 

4) How might you be God’s instrument of blessing and of bringing calm to them?  

Personal Reflection & Group Discussion 

Go to Google Images and search images of a weather conditions. Have each person in your family/group 
find a weather condition with which they identify right now. Allow each person to share why they have cho-
sen that particular image.  Pray for one another.  

Family Engagement Activity 

Additional Reading 
 

Matthew 8:23-27; Luke 8:22-25 
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FIFTH READING   

MARK 5:1-20      Demonic Healed 

 
 

 

In this story we see three forces at work, two unsuccessfully, one successfully.  
First, is a Satanic force which worked to destroy a man’s life. 
Second, is a political, societal force which tried to control the demonic with human initiative through chains 

and political and societal constraints.  
Third, was the force of love exercised by God through  
Jesus, God incarnate. Only Jesus in love was victorious and restorative.  
 

1) Where do you see God’s love challenging Satanic power and societal initiatives in your community/
world?              Note: Many societal initiatives can be good and godly. A few questions to consider:                         
(1) Are they motivated by fear or by love (1 John 4:18)?                                                                                                                       
(2) To what extent are they self-serving (Philippians 2:3-4)?                                                                                                                 
(3) To what extent are they coercive (Mark 10:42-45)? 

2) Once healed, the former demonic wanted to go with Jesus. Jesus had other plans for the man. Jesus’ 
plan was for the man to use his local community as the place to advance the Kingdom. This man best 
followed Jesus, by staying in his local mission field.  

3) How have and are you experiencing God’s blessing? What has God done for you that you can share? 

4) Where and how might you join Jesus in advancing the Kingdom in your local mission field sharing how 
God has blessed you and what He’s done for you?  

Personal Reflection & Group Discussion 

Make an artificial “blessing to share” tree. You can use wood, cardboard, whatever. On the branches make 
and hang fruits. These are blessings with which He has blessed you individually and as a family/group. Keep 
adding new fruits as He blesses. Consider how you can share these fruits with others, particularly those with 
whom Jesus is trying to reach through you.  

Family Engagement Activity 

Additional Reading 
 

Matthew 8:28-34; Luke 8:26-39 
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SIXTH READING   

MARK 5:21-43      Jairus’ Daughter Healed  

 
 

 

In this passage are two overlapping healings: one from excessive bleeding, the other from death. We get the 
sense that Jairus comes to Jesus in desperation, whereas the bleeding woman comes with quiet confidence and 
humble faith. Jairus wants Jesus to come with him. The woman felt all she needed was to touch Jesus’ cloak, in 
other words, to be in contact with Jesus was enough. Regardless of how they came, both experienced the heal-
ing they sought.  
 
1) What do these two stories teach us about Jesus, His Kingdom and being a Jesus follower?  

2) As a citizen of His Kingdom, what do you feel you need from Jesus at this time?  

3) What is something someone from your community is needing from Jesus at this time? Are you in a posi-
tion to offer it to him or her?  When and how will you do so? 

Personal Reflection & Group Discussion 

Tell the story in picture. On three large sheets of newsprint or poster paper make a three-scene drawing of 
Jesus at Jairus’ house:  
(1) Jesus arrives to see people crying and wailing,  
(2) Jesus is with Jairus, his wife, the little girl and the disciples,  
(3) After the little girl has been raised from the dead. 

Family Engagement Activity 

Additional Reading 
 

Matthew 9:18-26; Luke 8:40-46; Galatians 6:2, 9-10; 1 John 3:16-18 
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           MARK 6     

 
 

FIRST READING 

MARK 6:1-6     Rejected in Nazareth 

 

Personal Reflection & Group Discussion 

Do some trust exercises:  
(1) Trust falls:  If you need examples or directions, you can find them on the internet.  
(2) Trust walk (one person leads another person who is blindfolded on a walk).  
 
Debrief the experience. What parallels can you draw to Jesus’ experience in Nazareth? 

Family Engagement Activity 

Additional Reading 
 

Matthew 13:53-58, Luke 4:16-30 

The text says that Jesus couldn’t do any miracles in Nazareth except heal a few sick people. Jesus couldn’t 
heal many not because He lacked the ability to do so, but because He didn’t have opportunity to do so. 
People in His hometown still saw Jesus as the kid they knew growing up, and they weren’t coming or bring-
ing people to Him to be healed. They couldn’t accept Jesus for whom He claimed to be.  
 
1) What first strike you as you read this passage? 

2) How many people do you think miss Jesus’ blessing today, particularly His love and forgiveness,        
because they refuse to accept His claims?  

3) How often do we miss His blessings because we question and doubt? Maybe we don’t doubt He can, 
but we doubt that He will.  

4) Where is Jesus inviting you to have faith in order that you might be healed or be helped, that you 
might follow Him?  
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SECOND READING   

MARK 6:7-13    Sending the Twelve  

 
 

 

To be a Jesus follower is to be a “sent one.” In sending the Twelve, they were to preach repentance. They also 
casted out demons and healed the sick.  
 
1) In preaching repentance do you hear their message to be one of command or of invitation? Explain.  

2) In what ways is the promise of the Kingdom like a magnet which draws people to repentance, to change? 

3) Regardless of their intention, all too often, how do Christians come across to non-Christians? Why? 

4) Do Christians frequently come across as one who seek primarily to condemn the ways of the world or 
who seek primarily to be a blessing (Jn 3:16-17)?   Note: Jesus’ condemnation was not primarily directed 
at those outside the religious establishment, but at those inside the religious establishment.  

5) In casting out demons and healing the sick, the Twelve sought to be a blessing to those they encoun-
tered. How are you or how can you be a blessing to those in your circles of influence? 

Personal Reflection & Group Discussion 

Your family/group is to send each member of your family/group on a missional task (the task needs to be 
reasonable). Once a member is assigned a task s/he cannot be assigned another task. This way everyone 
gets a missional assignment. Next time you get together, debrief the experience. 

Family Engagement Activity 

Additional Reading 
 

Matthew 9:35-11:1; Matthew 28:19-20; Luke 9:1-6; Matthew 4:19;            
Luke 10:1-20; John 13:34-35; John 17:15-18; John 20:21-23; Acts 1:8;                  

2 Corinthians 5:17-20; Galatians 6:2,9-10  
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THIRD READING   

MARK 6:14-29    Beheading of John the Baptist  

 
 

 

 

1) What catches your attention as you read this passage? 

2) What are one to three words you would use to describe each of the following: Herod, Herodias, Herodi-
as’ daughter, John the Baptist? 

3) Does John’s example convict you? …challenge you? …inspire you? …other? 

4) Where are people like John needed in our society? …in your community? Are you being called to be a 
John? Explain. 

5) Share a time you were persecuted for your Christian witness or example. 

Personal Reflection & Group Discussion 

As a family/group write an epitaph for John the Baptist. For what would you like to remember him? 

Family Engagement Activity 

Additional Reading 
 

Matthew 14:1-2; Luke 9:7-9  
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FOURTH READING   

MARK 6:30-44    Feeding of the 5000  

 
 

 

The feeding of the 5000 is the only miracle other than the resurrection that is recorded in all four gospels. 
(Matthew 14:13-21; Luke 9:10-19; John 6:1-14). 
 

The disciples miscalculated their resources. They forgot to add Jesus into the equation. God’s Math is simple: 
“me + Jesus = More than Enough.” Anytime Jesus is in the equation of my life or situation, regardless of what 
I bring or don’t bring, there is going to be more than enough.  
 
1) Share a mountain (obstacle or problem) in your life that became like a molehill. 

2) What challenges/obstacles  are you and/or your community facing?  

3) Where do you see Jesus in your situation and community? 

4) What is Jesus up to? What is He doing to turn mountains into molehills? How can you join Him? 

5) Where do you see Jesus in the equation?  

Personal Reflection & Group Discussion 

Have a meal of fish and homemade bread. Consider inviting people from your missional neighborhood. 

Family Engagement Activity 

Additional Reading 
 

Matthew 14:13-21; Luke 9:10-17; John 6:5-13; John 15:4-5;                                        
2 Corinthians 3:4-6; 2 Timothy 1:6-7  
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FIFTH READING   

MARK 6:45-52    Jesus Walks on Water  

 
 

 

This story in Matthew’s Gospel is much richer as in Matthew Jesus invited Peter to come walk on the water 
with Him and Peter does. Peter does fine so long as he keeps his eyes and attention on Jesus, but when he 
gets distracted by the wind and the waves and takes his eyes off Jesus he begins to sink. Jesus rescues him. If 
he had kept his eyes on Jesus, the waves probably would not have magically disappeared. They would have 
splashed Peter and given him a good bath, but they would have lost all power to overcome him. When we 
keep our eyes on Jesus (Hebrews 12:2) our problems don’t magically go away, but they lose their power to 
defeat us.  
 
1) What does this story tell us about Jesus?  

2) What tends to distract you and cause you to take your eyes off Jesus, however, temporarily?  

3) As a Jesus follower, what can and does help you keep your eyes on Jesus?  

4) What do you see Him doing? How can you follow Him and do the same?   

Personal Reflection & Group Discussion 

If you have access to a water park or a wave pool, as a family/group enjoy some time together playing in the 
water. While you do so, reflect upon the story of Jesus (and Peter) walking on the water and what that 
would have been like. Consider inviting one or more people from your missional neighborhood to join you.  

Family Engagement Activity 

Additional Reading 
 

Matthew 14:22-33; John 6:15-21; Hebrews 12:2  
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SIXTH READING   

MARK 6:53-56    Sick Are Healed  

 
 

 

 
FAMILY ENGAGEMENT idea is for the entire lesson this time. As a family/group go to a mall or other public 
setting for your study time. 
 
1) Was it easy or difficult to find a place to do your study? 

2) Did you encounter anyone you knew? 

3) Did anyone ask you for anything? 

4) Now imagine what it was like for Jesus as He traveled from town to town with His companions (e.g. Mark 
6:31-34)?  

5) What demands and pressures do You think Jesus felt?  

6) How to you tend to respond to demands upon your time and energy, particularly upon your “personal 
time”?  

7) What does being a Jesus follower look like?  

Personal Reflection & Group Discussion 

Additional Reading 
 

Matthew 14:34-36; Galatians 6:2,9-10; 1 Thessalonians 4:9-10; James 4:17  
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            MARK 7 &  
   8:1-26     

 
FIRST READING 

MARK 7:1-23     Traditions 

 

Personal Reflection & Group Discussion 

Choose one of your family/group traditions that you really enjoy. Brainstorm and plan something you could 
and will do to make the tradition more missional in nature. Consider whom you might invite to share the 
tradition with you. 

Family Engagement Activity 

Additional Reading 
 

Matthew 15:1-20; Isaiah 43:18-19 

1) What are some family traditions you value? Why do you value them? With what or whom do they 
connect you? …remind you? …teach you?  

2) Traditions can be good when they connect us to our past in ways that help us honor our past without 
becoming restricted by it. Traditions can be bad if they prevent us from living our present or visioning 
our future. Traditions are bad when they supplant or supersede the will, the commands, and the love 
of God.  Can you think of any of your traditions that you find to be restricting? Explain. 

3) What about church traditions? Brainstorm and list some church traditions. Looking at each tradition: 

a. What, if anything, does this tradition help you remember and honor?  

b. How is God’s love being experienced through the tradition? How is God’s love being missed? 

c. What, if anything, are you forfeiting in the present by observing the tradition?  

d. Who, if anyone, might the tradition be excluding?  

e. By observing the tradition what future might you be failing to dream or envision?  

f. What missional value does or could the tradition provide?  
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Family Engagement Activity 

SECOND READING   

MARK 7:24-30   Syro-Phoenician Woman  

 

 

 

 

1) As you read this passage, does it raise any questions for you? 

2) This passage isn’t always easy to understand. Is Jesus calling Gentiles dogs, thus degrading them? Some 

try softening the word dogs by translating it as pets. Others suggest Jesus is simply testing the woman’s 

faith as the woman passes. What do you think? 

3) In her answer the woman doesn’t become offended with Jesus’ likening of Gentiles to dogs/pets. Instead 

she proceeds to suggests that even the scraps, the crumbs of Jesus’ power and grace would be sufficient 

to meet her need.  A few other questions this text raises, although probably unintentionally:  

a. How do we deal with difficult text? 

b. How do we regard and treat those who are not one of “us”?  

c. What scraps, crumbs do we have to share? Are we sharing them?  

d. Bottom line: Jesus excludes no one from His grace and blessings. To whom are you actively ex-

tending grace and blessings? Is there anyone you are intentionally or unintentionally excluding? 

Personal Reflection & Group Discussion 

Additional Reading 

 

Matthew 10:8; Matthew 15:21-28; Luke 12:48; Galatians 3:28; James 2:1; 

James 4:17; 1 John 3:16-18 

As a family/group find someone in your missional neighborhood (perhaps someone people tend to discount 

or ignore) who you can and will bless this week.  
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Family Engagement Activity 

THIRD READING   

MARK 7:31-37    Afflicted Healed  

 
 

 

 

People can suffer from many different types of affliction: relationship, health, disabilities, mental, emotional, 
financial, etc. Jesus has said He came to heal the afflicted.  

1) If we are to be Jesus followers, healing the afflicted is our calling as well. Without violating the 8th Com-
mandment or gossiping, of what afflictions are you aware in your missional neighborhood(s)?  

2) Where and how might you and your family/group respond and be a blessing?  

Personal Reflection & Group Discussion 

Additional Reading 
 

Matthew 15:29-31; Luke 4:18-19; Colossians 1:24; Ephesians 4:1, 16 

Make a “Needs” box or a “Needs” jar to drop in needs in your missional neighborhood of which you and/or 

your family are aware. You can keep adding needs as you become aware of them. The IMPORTANT thing, 

however, is as a family/group regularly go to the “Needs” box or jar and draw out a need which you can and 

will address. 
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Family Engagement Activity 

FOURTH READING   

MARK 8:1-9    Feeding of 4,000  

 
 

 

 

Like most of us, the disciples had short memories. Jesus in Mark 6:30-44 had already fed 5000 (1000 more 
people, and less food with which to start).    
 
1) We experience God’s provision, but when the next need comes around, we are hesitant to trust Him to 

come through again. When and how have you seen and/or experienced God providing in an apparently 
hopeless situation?  

2) Where is God inviting you to step out in faith, trusting Him to provide in abundance? 

Personal Reflection & Group Discussion 

Additional Reading 
 

Matthew 15:32-39 

Spend time with your family/group recounting as many memories as you can of times when God provided 

for you. Share any particular heart change you went through at those times.  Did God provide through other 

people? Discuss ways you could provide for a specific need of someone you know.  
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Family Engagement Activity 

FIFTH READING   

MARK 8:10-21    Demand a Sign & Warn Against the Pharisees  

 
 

 

 

1) When or how often have you wanted a sign from God? 

2) What do you think about asking for signs from God?  

3) Do you believe you have ever received a sign from God?  What? How? 

4) Against what “yeast” and against whose “yeast” might Jesus seek to warn the church today? …warn your 
family? …warn you?  

5) The passage also encourages us to remember God’s provision. At this time, in what area(s) of your life is 
God wanting to assure you of His provision? 

Personal Reflection & Group Discussion 

Additional Reading 
 

Matthew 16:1-4; 1 Corinthians 1:18-25; Judges 6:17,36-40; Luke 1:18-22,    

Matthew 16:5-12; Matthew 6:25-33; Colossians 2:8; Philippians 4:12-13 

Make a “God Sightings” poster board. Hang it in a place people will regularly see. Regularly add your “God 

Sightings” to the board. When possible include pictures. 
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Family Engagement Activity 

SIXTH READING   

MARK 8:22-26    Blind Man Healed  

 
 

 

 
This healing is different than any other healing in the gospels – it takes a second touch. After the first touch 
the man’s sight is foggy and distorted. He doesn’t see things clearly. With Jesus’ second touch the man’s 
sight clears up. Through placing this healing where he did in his gospel Mark seems to be setting up the next 
passage of his gospel where Jesus ask the two central questions of the Synoptics and the disciples         
demonstrate a correct, yet foggy understanding.  
 

1) Is there anything in this healing you find different or strange? 

2) What about Jesus, His will, and His ways would you say you see and understand clearly? 

3) What about Jesus, His will and His ways is your understanding a bit unclear and foggy? 

Personal Reflection & Group Discussion 

Additional Reading 
 

1 Corinthians 13:11-12; Philippians 3:15-16 

Make a “Warning” poster or a “Danger” poster or a “Temptation” poster. 
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            MARK 8:27-38 &  
   MARK 9 

 

FIRST READING 
MARK 8:27-38    Central Questions & 1st Passion Prediction 

 

Personal Reflection & Group Discussion 

OPTION ONE:  As a family/group make a “Jesus Is…” banner for the church. 
 

OPTION TWO:  Replace the “Needs” box or the “Needs” jar with a big cross to which people can tape, staple 
or nail needs of people in your missional neighborhood. As individuals and as a family/group regularly go to 
the cross and “pick up” a need to which you can and will respond. 

Family Engagement Activity 

Additional Reading 
Matthew 16:13-20; Luke 9:18-21; 1 Peter 3:15; Mark 10:45; John 6:35; John 8:12; John 10:7;            

John 10:11; John 11:25; John 14:6; John 15:1; John 10:30; John 13:12-17; John 15:4-5;                            

Matthew 16:21-28; Luke 9:22-27; Galatians 6:2; 1 Thessalonians 4:9-10; Hebrews 12:2; James 4:17 

The central questions in the Synoptic gospels are these two questions. One’s whole understanding of Christianity is 
expressed in how one answers these two questions Jesus asks. Jesus then proceeds to tell the disciples that this 
Christ Peter has just confessed is going suffer and die. Peter at this point showed he did not clearly understand what 
he had confessed for he voices strong objection to the idea of the Christ he had confessed suffering and dying. Jesus 
rebukes Peter and seeks to set him and the other disciples straight.  
 

1) If you were to ask these two questions of people within your missional neighborhood(s), what an-
swers do you think you might get? What would they be meaning by their answers?  

2) If someone asked you who Jesus is, what would you say? If they asked you what you meant, what 
would you say? 

3) What are some of the things Jesus said of Himself? What did Isaiah say about Jesus in Isaiah 53? What 
does Paul say about Jesus in Romans 5:7-8; Galatians 4:4? 

4) Peter had just confessed Jesus to be the Christ (Mk 8:29). What do you think Peter meant in and by his 
confession? 

5) How does Jesus describe those who would follow Him?  

6) What does it mean to deny yourself? …to pick up our cross (note Luke adds the word daily)? What 
does Jesus mean by “cross”?  

7) What cross of service can you and your family/group pick up this week? What cross will you pick up?  
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Family Engagement Activity 

SECOND READING   

MARK 9:1-13   The Transfiguration  

 
 

 

 
It was at the Transfiguration that Jesus Divine Nature probably was the most evident during His earthy minis-
try. In the Transfiguration Jesus’ Divine Nature radiates in Him and from Him. Peter is probably thinking 
“Now this is what I meant, this is what I was thinking, when I confessed You to be the Christ. This is more like 
it.”  
 
1) What do you think of when you think of Jesus according to His human nature?  

2) What do you think of when you think of Jesus according to His divine nature?  

3) Do you think people generally see Jesus more through the lens of His human nature or His divine nature? 
Explain.  

4) What comfort does each give you?  

Personal Reflection & Group Discussion 

Additional Reading 
 

Matthew 17:1-13; Luke 9:28-36; Hebrews 2:14-18; Hebrews 4:14-16 

As a family/group do an internet search for at least five pictures of Jesus displaying His human nature and at 
least five pictures of Jesus displaying His divine nature. Talk about which pictures you tend to gravitate to-
wards more and why. 
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Family Engagement Activity 

THIRD READING   

MARK 9:14-29   Epileptic Healed  

 
 

 

 

1) What are one to three things that most strike you about this passage? 

2) What do you think the father is thinking and feeling in verse 22? 

3) In verse 23 Jesus essentially is inviting the father to believe. Verse 24 contains one of the simplest, yet, 
most powerful and meaningful prayers in Scripture: "I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief!" 

4) How much can and do you relate to this simply, profound prayer?  

5) Where or in regard to what does this prayer seem appropriate for you at this time?  

6) As a family/group spend some time prayer.  

Personal Reflection & Group Discussion 

Additional Reading 
 

Matthew 17:14-21; Luke 9:37-42 

Start a family/group prayer journal/log of prayers made, prayers answered, and how they were answered. 
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Family Engagement Activity 

FOURTH READING   

MARK 9:30-37    2nd Passion Prediction  &  Quest for Greatness  

 

 

 
In Mark 8:31 we had Jesus’ first passion prediction. Here in Mark 9:30-32 we get Jesus’ second passion        
prediction, and, we find the disciples still misunderstanding. After Jesus predicts His passion, His suffering and 
His death for a second time, we find the disciples not reflecting upon or discussing the cost of following Jesus, 
but instead they are thinking about the privileges they associated with following Him. They argue about 
greatness and which of them would be considered the greatest in the Kingdom.  
 
What was Jesus trying to teach in predicting His passion? What did He want His Jesus followers to              
understand? Where or how were they missing the mark or point?  

What is Jesus wanting us to understand today? How readily do we/you tend to miss the mark? 

What might the mark practically look like today as we serve as everyday missionaries in our missional    
neighborhood(s)? 

Who might “general society” consider the three greatest people to have lived in the 20th or 21st century? By 
what criteria are they measuring?  

Who would you consider the three greatest people to have lived in the 20th or 21st century? What is your 
criteria?  

What is Jesus’ criteria for greatness?  

How is this criteria being played or lived out in your life and in your missional neighborhood(s)? 

Personal Reflection & Group Discussion 

Additional Reading 
 

Matthew 17:22-23; Luke 9:23,43-45; Galatians 6:2,9-10; 1 John 3:16;                

Matthew 18:1-4; Luke 9:46-48; John 34-35; Philippians 2:3-11 

Using Jesus’ criteria for greatness, make a photo gallery or a photo activity of some of the greatest moments 
and acts in history or of the 20th & 21st centuries. 
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Family Engagement Activity 

FIFTH READING   

MARK 9:38-50   Whoever Is Not Against, Is For  &  Cause For Stum-
bling  

 

 

 
1) Sometimes we see and treat potential partners as competitors. 

2) As we seek to live missionally in our communities and in the world: 

…with whom do we partner?  

…with whom can we partner?  

…with whom ought we partner?  

…with whom are you partnering?  

 
3) Freedom is not license. Having freedom does not give us license. Just because we are free to do some-

thing doesn’t mean we should do it. We need to consider how it is going to impact others.  

4) Where and when are you, tempted to abuse your freedoms?  

5) What implications does this have for living missionally in your missional neighborhoods?  

6) Verses 42-47 sound a little extreme, what do you think is the message Jesus seeks to communicate? Why 
do you think He speaks in such extreme language? 

7) How salty are you? 

Personal Reflection & Group Discussion 

Additional Reading 
 

Luke 9:49-50; Matthew 18:5-9; Luke 17:1-2; Romans 14:13-23;                            

1 Corinthians 8:1-13; 1 Corinthians 10:24; Galatians 5:13-14; Ephesians 4:27 

OPTION ONE: As a family/group draw up a partnership agreement regarding some missional adventure. 
Think of others you might invite to partner with you. 
 
OPTION TWO: Search the internet for either a freedom slogan or a slogan regarding saltiness or come up 
with one of you own. Make it into either a greeting card, a poster, or a banner.  
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        MARK 10:1-52  
   
 

FIRST READING 
MARK 10:1-12    Divorce 

 

Personal Reflection & Group Discussion 

Come up with a list of “Ten Commandments” for a Healthy Marriage or Family. Make a wall plaque of your 
Ten Commandments for a healthy marriage or a healthy family and hang it on a wall where it can daily re-
mind you of how you can and will treat one another. NOTE: The bottom line for any godly commandment is 
love – Matthew 22:37-40; John 13:34-35. 

Family Engagement Activity 

Additional Reading 

Matthew 19:1-12; Genesis 2:23-25; 1 Corinthians 13:4-8; Ephesians 4:26,29-32; 

Ephesian 5:21-33; Colossians 3:12-14 

God intended for marriage to be a binding commitment of agape love between spouses (a man and a 
woman). It was intended to be a life commitment. In today’s world divorce can be obtain for almost any 
reason (including “no fault” divorce).  

 

1) Define marriage and describe a good marriage. Define divorce. 

2) What reasons, if any, do you believe to be grounds for divorce in the eyes of God?  

3) People, including various theologians, have defined adultery in a variety of ways. God says Israel and 
we as Christians today commit adultery against Him when we pursue other gods. How does this influ-
ence your definition of adultery?  

4) What do you think are the major factors in building and maintaining a healthy marriage? …in building 
and maintaining a healthy family? 

5) What do you consider to be the major causes for divorce in a marriage? 

6) If you are married, what are you doing to build and maintain a healthy, godly marriage?  
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Family Engagement Activity 

SECOND READING   

MARK 10:13-16    Little Children 

 

 

 

 
1) Jesus values children and wants a relationship with them. How valued are children in your church? How 

is the value demonstrated? 

2) How accessible is Jesus to and for children in your church, and how are children accessible to Jesus? 
What is the church doing to improve accessibility? 

3) In what way(s) are children hindered from coming to Jesus? 

4) Through what means can little children be brought to Jesus? What can parents do in the home/through 
the family to make Jesus accessible to their children?  

5) What can you and your family do to help and support parents in your missional neighborhood(s) in the 
nurture and rearing of their children? 

6) What is the difference between having a “child-like” faith and having a “childish” faith?  

Personal Reflection & Group Discussion 

Additional Reading 
 

Matthew 19:13-15; Luke 18:15-17; Deuteronomy 6:4-9; Ephesians 6:4 

Provide each member of your family (children and adults) a Jesus remembrance gift. It should be small so 
that that they can have it will them always (a bracelet, a necklace, or something they can carry in a pocket, 
purse or wallet). Make the gift special. 
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Family Engagement Activity 

THIRD READING   

MARK 10:17-31    Rich Young Man 

 

1) What catches your attention in this story? 

2) Something becomes a god to us when we feel it is something we cannot live without. When that hap-
pens, it in essence enslaves us as we will do whatever it takes, whatever it asks of us, in order to get or 
keep it.  

3) What was the rich young man’s god?  

4) What things are striving to be or to become gods in your life or in your family?  

5) Abraham was willing to sacrifice Isaac if God so asked (Gen 22:1-18). What are you willing to sacrifice 
(give up) in order to serve God? What aren’t you willing to sacrifice to serve God?  (At the last minute 
God stopped Abraham from sacrificing his son Isaac and He provided an alternative sacrifice. Now THINK 
ABOUT the fact the when it came to the sacrifice of His SON, Jesus, God the Father went through with the 
sacrifice even in light of Jesus’ prayer in the Garden of Gethsemane.) (Lk 22:39-44)  

6) React to v. 21. Note that it says “Jesus looked at him and loved him.” Jesus loves us not because we are 
good, not because we love Him. He loves us because of who He is.  What does it mean and look like to 
obey the first commandment – “You shall have no other gods”?  

Personal Reflection & Group Discussion 

Additional Reading 
 

Matthew 19:16-30; Luke 18:18-30; Exodus 20:1-17; Matthew 4:10;                              

Matthew 22:37-40; John 13:34-35; 1 John 4:7-10 

Everyone should find something he or she values/cherishes and find some way of giving it to someone in 
need (s/he might actually give the item itself or s/he might sell it and give the proceeds to someone in 
need).  
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Family Engagement Activity 

FOURTH READING   

MARK 10:32-45    3rd Passion Prediction 

 

 
Jesus a third time predicts His passion, His suffering and death. The disciples once again demonstrate they 
haven’t understood Jesus and what He is about. After Jesus predicts His suffering and death this third time, 
we find James and John seeking special favors and privileges in positions of power and authority. Jesus once 
again corrects them, indicating that the way they are to exercise authority is by taking the posture of servant 
and the way to be great is to be the servant of all.  
 
 
1) In your missional neighborhood(s) do people tend to exercise authority through power and position or 

do they earn authority through love and service?  

2) In your eyes whom would you consider to be greater Adolf Hitler or Mother Teresa? Explain. 

3) What authority do you have? From where does it come or is it derived? Is it based in power and position 
or is it based in love and service? Is it demanded or is it freely given?  

4) What opportunities do you and your family have to be servants and to serve in your missional neighbor-
hood(s) as “servants of all”?  

Personal Reflection & Group Discussion 

Additional Reading 
 

Matthew 20:17-28; Luke 18:31-34; Luke 22:24-27; John 13:1-17;                                   

Philippians 2:3-11; 1 John 3:16; 1 John 4:19 

Do an internet search of great men and women in history (do not include Jesus). Separate them into two 
categories. One category is the basic reason(s) s/he is considered great is because of power and position. 
The other category is the basic reason(s) is because of his/her love and service. Now place Jesus over both 
categories as Jesus came to love and be a servant of ALL. 
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Family Engagement Activity 

FIFTH READING   

MARK 10:46-52    Blind Bartimaues 

 

 

 

1) Mark bookends Jesus’ three passion predictions with healing of blind men. In the first healing (Mk 8:22-
26) the blind man’s vision was restored in stages, just as the disciples’ understanding of Jesus, His pas-
sion, and what He was/is truly about, came in stages. The healing of the second blind man was immedi-
ate as if in the healing Jesus was asking His disciples: “Now do you finally see and understand what I am 
about and what life as a Jesus follower is about?”  

2) What about you? What do you see and understand regarding Jesus and His ministry? 

3) As a Jesus follower, what does this mean for you? How can you be a Jesus follower in your missional 
neighborhood(s) this week? 

Personal Reflection & Group Discussion 

Additional Reading 
 

Luke 18:35-43; Luke 9:23; John 13:12-17, 34-35; Colossians 1:24 

If people in your family/group have glasses them, try on each other’s glasses. (If no one has glasses, see if 
you can borrow a few pair.) What does each pair of glasses do? Which tends to bring things into focus for 
you? Which tend to distort or cloud things for you? What are some lenses through which people see Jesus, 
or through which they understand servant that distort their perception and understanding? How?  What 
are some lenses through which people see Jesus, or through which they understand servant that clarify 
and that bring their perception and understanding in focus? How? 
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        MARK 11 &  
  MARK 12:1-17  
   

 
FIRST READING 
MARK 11:1-11 

1) Just a few days before He is to be crucified, Jesus is being hailed as the Son of David which implies they 
were acknowledging Him to be the Messiah.  

2) The question is: “As the ‘Son of David,’ as the ‘Messiah,’ what were they expecting?”  

3) When you call Jesus Messiah (Hebrew for ‘Anointed One’) or Christ (Greek for ‘Anointed One’), what 
are you expect?  

4) How do you like to honor and praise Jesus, the Christ?  

5) In what way(s) might you dishonor or disrespect Him? 

Personal Reflection & Group Discussion 

Make a “Hosanna” (Hurrah) or a “Hallelujah” (Praise ye the Lord) banner. Display it either in your home or 
your church (you might want to do so either on Palm Sunday or Easter Sunday.  

Family Engagement Activity 

Additional Reading 
 

Matthew 21:1-9; Luke 19:28-44; John 12:12-19; Zechariah 9:9 
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Family Engagement Activity 

FIRST READING   

MARK 11:12-14, 20-26    Cursed Fig Tree 

 

 

 
(Note this story starts with verses 12-14 and picks up again with verses 20-26. See parallel account in Mt 21:18-22, note similarities 
and difference.)  

 
1) This is the only time in the gospels, other than the drowning of the pigs (Mk 5:13), that Jesus uses His 

divine power to destroy something in nature. The question is why did He do so? What do you think?  

2) The general consensus of theologians is that the barren fig tree represented barren Israel. With all the 
leaves, the tree presented a lot of promise. So, with Israel. But the promises were empty promises with 
no fruit. So too, had it often been with Israel (see Lk 13:6-9). What about the church today?  

a. In what way(s) has the church made empty promises (a lot of leaves/outward show with little or 
no fruit)?  

b. In what way(s) is the church, particularly your congregation, being fruitful?  

c. In what way(s) does this story challenge you and your family as you think about living missionally 
in your neighborhood(s)?  

3) In response to Peter’s observation that the tree had withered (v. 21) Jesus says “Have faith in God.” This 
leads into His comments on the power of God to remove mountains (obstacles), with prayer and in for-
giveness. Where might God be inviting you and encouraging you to have faith in Him in regard to your 
missional neighborhood(s)? What mountains (obstacles) need to be moved?  

Personal Reflection & Group Discussion 

Additional Reading 
 

Matthew 21:18-22; John 15:1-8; Ephesians 2:10; Ephesians 3:20;                             

Philippians 2:12-13 

Find a plant, a tree, a shrub that needs some TLC (tender loving care). Try to nurse it back to health and 
make it fruitful/productive. Note the effort it takes to do so. Compare that to the ways that God seeks to 
care for us that we might be fruitful and productive. Talk about what a fruitful productive Christian life 
might look like and how we can be that in, to, and for our missional neighborhood(s). 
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Family Engagement Activity 

THIRD READING   

MARK 11:13-19    Cleansing the Temple 

 

 

Note the words “for all nations” (v. 17). Jesus wasn’t upset with the selling of sacrificial animals. His parents 
had offered animal sacrifice when He was consecrated (Lk 2:22-24). What He was upset about was where the 
buying and selling was happening. It was happening in the outer court of the temple which was also known 
as the “Court of the Gentiles.” This was where the Gentiles (“all nations” v. 17) were permitted to go in the 
temple that they might pray and worship God. With all the buying and selling there, it made it nearly impos-
sible for the Gentiles to pray and worship.  
 
1) How would you describe Jesus in this passage? 

2) Are there things that happen (intentionally or unintentionally) in our congregation that make it difficult 
for people to worship? Particularly, are there things that make hard for a non-member or an “outsider” 
to worship?  

3) What, if anything, might Jesus be upset about regarding our worship?  

4) What can be done to remove obstacles to and in worship? What change, if any, might enhance worship 
for everyone? 

5) Note the ways the religious leaders responded to Jesus’ concern. Do we ever let a few “leaders” or 
“people of influence” keep us from doing “God’s will God’s way”? How does this relate to Jesus’ teaching 
in Mk 10:42-45, Ro 14:1-13; Col 2:16-23? 

Personal Reflection & Group Discussion 

Additional Reading 
 

Matthew 21:12-17; Luke 19:45-48; John 2:13-22; John 4:23-24; Isaiah 56:7;              

Jeremiah 7:11; 1 Corinthians 14:26-33 

As a family/group have a conversation with the pastor or one of the spiritual leaders of the church. Ask 
them to explain some of our customs or traditions and why we practice worship the way we do 
(particularly the ones you may not understand). Talk with them about how our customs, traditions and    
religious practices either aide worship or might hinder worship, especially for a visitor or an “outsider.” 
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Family Engagement Activity 

FOURTH READING   

MARK 11:27-33    Jesus Questioned 

 

 

 

 

1) What do you think was behind the question(s) of the chief priests, the teachers of the law and the el-
ders?  

2) How did Jesus respond to the chief priests, the teachers of the law and the elders? Why do you think Je-
sus did so?  

3) How do you respond to people who have no interest in listening, those whose only interest is to trick 
and to trap? 

 

Personal Reflection & Group Discussion 

Additional Reading 
 

Matthew 21:23-27; Luke 20:18; 1 Timothy 1:3-5; 1 Timothy 4:7;                               

2 Timothy 2:14,16; Titus 3:9 

Talk about the difference between an argument and having a discussion around a disagreement. Brain-
storming, make a list of things people commonly get into arguments about.  Which of those things do you 
tend to get into arguments about?  Is there anything not on your list that you tend to get into arguments 
about. If so, add it. What can you do the next time you are tempted to get into an argument?  
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Family Engagement Activity 

FIFTH READING   

MARK 12:1-12    Parable of the Tenants  

 

 

 
Jesus tells this parable during the last week of His life before His crucifixion. He focuses upon His fate and in 
His reflection, His finger is pointed. Interestingly, in the parable His finger is not pointed against publicans, 
tax collectors, and obvious sinners. His finger is pointed against the “upstanding” members of the religious 
community.  
 
1) Whom do the different people in the parable represent? 

2) Why do you think Jesus told this parable at this time? 

3) How does the “religious community” respond? 

4) The tenants (religious community) were not looking to serve the owner or anyone else. They were look-
ing at “What’s in it for me?”  

5) Read this parable in light of Mk 10:42-45; Jn 13:34-35; Phil 2:3-8. What thoughts and questions does or 
might this raise? 

6) What is the one thing that you most take away from this parable? Why?  

7) What are the implications of the parable for you and for your missional neighborhood(s)?  

Personal Reflection & Group Discussion 

Additional Reading 
 

Matthew 21:33-46; Luke 20:9-19; Mark 2:17; Romans 3:23; 1 John 1:7-10;               

1 John 2:2; Revelation 2-3 

Choose one thing you will do this week to think less about yourself and what’s in it for you and to think 
more about others (make it a specific other) and how you can serve him or her. Make yourself some type 
of daily reminder. 
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Family Engagement Activity 

SIXTH READING   

MARK 12:13-17    Taxes to Caesar  

 

 

 
 
1) In one sense all things belong to God since He is the Creator. However, God has relegated some things to 

people. In your mind, what things belong strictly to God (for Luther “the Kingdom of the Right”) and 
what are some things God has relegated to people in and for their “civic” responsibilities (for Luther “the 
Kingdom of the Left”)? What belongs to God and what belongs to “Caesar”?  

2) We are to obey God in all things, but in what things are we also to submit to those in authority?  

3) Should we submit to all authorities?  

Personal Reflection & Group Discussion 

Additional Reading 
 

Matthew 22:15-22; Luke 20:20-26; Romans 13:1-7(8-10); Acts 5:27-29;                            

1 Peter 2:13-21 

As a family/group, make appreciation cards to send to some of your city officials: e.g. mayor, police chief, 
fire chief, school superintendent, etc. 
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        MARK 12:18-44  
  & MARK 13  
   

 
FIRST READING 
MARK 12:18-27   Marriage and the Resurrection 

1) This can get pretty deep. The issue or issues here are really two. The first for Christians is pretty straight 
forward: “Is there resurrection or life beyond the grave?”  

2) The second issue is a bit more speculative, assuming there is resurrection and life beyond the grave 
(and Christians believe there is – vs 27-28), what will the nature of our relationships beyond the grave 
be like in comparison to what they have been like on earth? What are your thoughts???  

3) Another question might be: “Since it is so speculative, is it even worthy discussing?” 

Personal Reflection & Group Discussion 

If it is spring you might want to walk around the neighborhood and observe signs of new or renewed life, of 
new birth or rebirth. Talk about the ways this might be like the resurrection and the ways the resurrection 
is/will be different. If it in not spring, you might want to look at pictures of the different seasons (particularly 
spring) & talk about death and resurrection. 

Family Engagement Activity 

Additional Reading 
 

Matthew 22:23-33; Luke 20:27-40; 2 Timothy 2:23 
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Family Engagement Activity 

SECOND READING   

MARK 12:28-34    The Greatest Commandments  

 

 

 
1) The Greek word for love in this passage is agape. Agape is (unconditional commitment). How is this 

different from eros (sensual love)? … from storge (kinship/possessive love)? …from philos (close friend-
ship, brotherly/sisterly love)?  

2) React to the following statements:  

>   “All the commandments can be summed up in the word ‘love.’” 

>    “You cannot agape love (unconditional) anyone, unless you agape love everyone.” 

>    “We can approximate agape love, but in truth there is only one truly agape (unconditional) lover 
and that is God.”  

3) What would it look like to have agape love for all those in your missional neighborhood(s)? What would 
be different in the way you live out your life? Is such love possible?  

4) Where and how do you see agape love at work in your missional neighborhood(s)?  

5) Which of the passages listed below has the most meaning for you at this time? 

6) Read Bill Cullen’s statement on love found on the next page. Identify and discuss likes, dislikes and in-
sights. 

Personal Reflection & Group Discussion 

Additional Reading 
 

Mt 22:37-40; Lk 10:25-37; Lev 19:18; Dt 6:5; Jn 13:34-35; Ro 5:8; 1 Jn 3:16-18;  

Ro 13:8-10; 1 Cor 13:1-8,13; 1 Cor 16:14; Gal 5:6,13-14; Gal 6:2; Eph 2:10;    

Col 3:12-14; 1 Thes 4:9-10; Jas 1:27; Jas 2:8; Jas 4:17; 1 Jn 4:7-21; Mk 9:23;    

2 Cor 3:4-6; Eph 3:20; 1 Jn 2:1-2; Ro 6:1-4,6,11,13 

Get a local newspaper or current magazine (you might want one for each person in your family/group).  
Make two collages: (1) Expressions of Love, (2) Needs Love. Using the newspaper/magazines find and clip 
or tear out pictures and/or articles which fit under one of the two collage heading. Tape or paste them to 
the appropriate collage.   
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Love Statement 
 
Love is not always being happy with someone or liking 

and/or approving of everything a person does.  Love is not 

so much a feeling as much as it is a commitment result-

ing in action.  In love I accept you as a person of unique 

worth and importance.  I accept you as you are and I ac-

cept you regardless of your past and regardless of wheth-

er or not you ever change.  I accept you because you are, 

because you are YOU and that YOU is SPECIAL! 

       

In my love for you, however, I commit myself to you in 

such a way that I invite you to change, not so that I will 

be able to love you more (you have all my love now and 

you will not be able to lose it). Rather, it is because I love 

you that I invite you to change, to grow, that you might 

more fully experience all the beauty and the uniqueness 

of the YOU that God has created and redeemed you to be. 

In all of this, whether you change or not, or even if you 

should change in ways that I perceive to be bad, I promise 

to love you.  I commit myself to you, to be here for you 

and to be whatever you need me to be.  I promise to re-

flect back to you your own best self-image. 

 

Do I love you?  YES, yes, I LOVE YOU!”    

 

 

(by Bill Cullen, l979) 
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Family Engagement Activity 

THIRD READING   

MARK 12:35-40    Whose Son is Christ?  

 

 

 
 
1) What questions does this passage raise for you? 

2) What does a teacher or a leader look like/do who seeks: prestige, …privilege, …power as the world 
knows it, to be a  servant, putting the interests and well-being of others before his or herself.   

3) Think of leaders you know who seek to serve, and leaders who seek to be served. How does each com-
municate? What do they communicate? How is each received? (Be careful not to violate the 8th Com-
mandment. You might want to avoid using name.)  

4) What might/does servant leadership actually look like in your missional neighborhoods? To what extent 
is it happening?  

5) React to/comment on  the statement:  A “servant leader” seeks to be a servant first and a leader second, 
rather than having it the other way around. 

Personal Reflection & Group Discussion 

Additional Reading 
 

Matthew 22:41-46; Luke 20:41-47; Mark 10:42-45; John 13:12-17;  

Philippians 2:3-8 

Go to a servant-leader you know and personally thank him or her for his/her leadership. Tell the person 
what you have observed and learned from your observations and what a great example s/he has been for 
you. 
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Family Engagement Activity 

FOURTH READING   

MARK 12:41-44    Widow’s Mite  

 

 

 
 
1) What do you make of this woman? 

2) Many Christians give what they think they can afford. They give what is left over after they have factored 
in their bills, recreation, etc. Such giving doesn’t require faith in God to provide as they give only in ac-
cordance with what God has already provided, and, then it is just the leftovers.  

3) In your giving of time, talents and treasurers do you and your family give first-fruits or leftovers? Explain. 

4) What are the first-fruits you have to give? (Again, think in terms of time, talent, and treasure.) 

5) Without rationalizing, to what extent is your giving missional and to what extent is it merely taking care 
of what is yours?  

6) How can and will you as a person and as a family be a missional steward of your time, talents and treas-
urers this week? 

 

Personal Reflection & Group Discussion 

Additional Reading 
 

Luke 21:1-4; 1 Corinthians 16:2; 2 Corinthians 8:1-5 

As a family/group take a serious look at your stewardship of time, talents and treasures. Where do you be-
lieve God is saying to you “Well done, good and faithful servant.” Where do you think God is wanting you 
to rethink and revise your giving habits? 
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Family Engagement Activity 

FIFTH READING   

MARK 13:1-37     Signs of the Times 

 

 

 
 
 
1) In this chapter we are instructed three times “be on your guard” (vs 9, 23, 33). Two more time we are 

instructed to “watch out” or “watch” (vs 5,37).  

2) List the things in the chapter Jesus warns us to guard against and/or to watch for.  

3) Which of these forces do you see at work in our world?  

4) Which do you see in your missional neighborhood? 

5) What in the chapter do you find encouraging.  

 

Personal Reflection & Group Discussion 

Additional Reading 
 

Matthew 24:1-51; John 16:31; Romans 8:37-39 

As a family/group watch or listen to a TV program, a movie or some music with “watchful” eyes and 
“listening” ears as to things God would have us guard against.  
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         MARK 14:1-42    

 
 

FIRST READING 
MARK 14:1-10    Anointed at Bethany 

1) What strikes you about the woman in the story? …about Jesus? 

2) In what regard do you hold Jesus? How do you show your high regard and love for Jesus? How do you 
honor Jesus?  

3) How critical are you of others and the way(s) in which they honor, worship, and/or service?  

4) How does the way(s) we value or discount others impact our witness in our missional neighborhood(s)?  

Personal Reflection & Group Discussion 

As a family/group identify someone (preferably from your missional community) who tends to be ignored, 
devalued, or discounted. Seek ways to develop a genuine friendship with this person or family. Doing some-
thing with them socially might be a good way to start. 

Family Engagement Activity 

Additional Reading 
 

Matthew 26:1-13; John 12:1-8; [Luke 7:36-50]; 2 Samuel 6:14-16; Romans 14:1-12 
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Family Engagement Activity 

SECOND READING   

MARK 14:10-11     Judas’ Agreement 

 

 

 

1) Up until the betrayal, what do you think Judas was like during the time he spent with Jesus and the other 
disciples?  

2) What do you think might have motivated Judas’ betrayal?  

3) How do/might Christians betray Jesus today?  

4) If or when we betray Jesus, what does Jesus most want us to remember?  

Personal Reflection & Group Discussion 

Additional Reading 
 

Matthew 26:14-16; Luke 22:3-6; Zechariah 11:12; 1 John 1:7-2:2 

Using play-doh make something that represents for you ultimate betrayal. Liken that to Judas’ betrayal 
of Jesus. Identify and draw similarities and differences between the betrayals you have experienced and 
what Jesus experienced. 
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Family Engagement Activity 

THIRD READING   

MARK 14:12-21     The Passover Celebrated 

 

 

 
 
 
1) What catches your attention in this story? Why? 

2) What is one of your favorite religious holidays? Why is it celebrated?  

3) Why do Jews celebrate Passover?  

4) A careful reading of verses 18-20 suggests that there were others with Jesus and the twelve at this Pass-
over meal. Who else do you think might have been in attendance?  

5) Who celebrates religious holidays with you? Do you ever invite anyone from your missional                        
neighborhood(s)?  

Personal Reflection & Group Discussion 

Additional Reading 
 

Matthew 26:17-25; Luke 22:7-30; Luke 14:12-13 

As a family/group talk with at least three different people or have three people over to talk with you 
about preparation for the “Sacrament of the Altar” Make one of them the pastor or another profession-
al church worker, one of them a member of the Altar Guild, and a lay person in the congregation. What 
are your thoughts about preparing for receiving the Sacrament? 
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Family Engagement Activity 

FOURTH READING   

MARK 14:22-25     Lord’s Supper Instituted 

 

 

 
 
1) The meal we call the “Lord’s Supper” can go by several other names as well – “Eucharist,” “Holy Com-

munion,” “Sacrament of the Altar,” or simply “Blessed Sacrament” or simply “Communion.” What mean-

ing do each of these names hold for you? Which is your favorite? Explain. 

2) What is your understanding of this meal?  

3) What happens in and through it?  

4) Whose table is it?  

5) Who does the inviting?  

6) For whom were Jesus’ body and blood broken and shed? Who does Jesus invited to participate?  

7) Why do you think Jesus instituted this meal? For who’s benefit? 

Personal Reflection & Group Discussion 

Additional Reading 
 

Matthew 26:26-29; Luke 22:17-20; 1 Corinthians 11:17-34; [John 6:53-56;  

Acts 2:42]; 1 Corinthians 10:14-22; John 3:16; 1 Timothy 2:3-6; 1 John 2:2 

Ask a pastor to join your family/group for an evening. Have him share thoughts about the Sacrament 
and then lead you in a celebration of the Sacrament.  
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Family Engagement Activity 

FIFTH READING   

MARK 14:26-31     Desertion & Denial Predicted 

 

 

 
 
These next studies aren’t for the faint-hearted. We are entering into Jesus’ passion. We will be invited into 
experiencing the pain of that passion, but not nearly as He did. You may choose to forego these studies and 
proceed to the resurrection, but the passion and is a part of the story. 
 
1) How would you describe Peter in this passage? 

2) Is or how is denying Jesus different than betraying Jesus?  

3) What are ways Christians deny Jesus?  

4) As with betraying Jesus, what does Jesus most want us to remember if and when one does deny Him?  

 

Personal Reflection & Group Discussion 

Additional Reading 
 

Matthew 6:31-35; Luke 22:31-38; John 13:21-38; 1 John 1:7-2:2 

As a family/group have each member think about Peter’s words “Even if I have to die with you, I will never 
disown you.” Then, while thinking about what they are actually saying, each member is to repeat out  
those words out loud. Did you mean them? Talk about what is was like to actually say those words.  
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Family Engagement Activity 

FIFTH READING   

MARK 14:32-42     Gethsemane 

 

 

 
 
1) What impression(s) do you get of Jesus in this passage? 

2) What is Jesus’ struggle in this passage?  

3) What temptation is He facing?  

4) How intense do you think the struggle and temptation were for Jesus?  

5) What does Jesus want and what doesn’t He want? 

6) How does Jesus deal with His struggle and temptation?  

7) What had He asked of Peter, James, and John? What does this suggest about being missional and a            
blessing to our missional neighborhood(s)? 

Personal Reflection & Group Discussion 

Additional Reading 
 

Matthew 26:36-46; Luke 22:39-46; Philippians 2:5-8; Hebrews 2:18;                             

Hebrews 4:15; Hebrews 12:2 

What color do you think best represents what Jesus was thinking and feeling at this point in His life. Make 
a drawing to express what you think must have been Jesus’ feelings and going through Jesus’ mind. Com-
pare this to the most scary and horrible thoughts and feelings you’ve ever had. Where and how did Jesus 
find comfort and strength? 
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        MARK 14:43-72  
  & MARK 15  
   

 
FIRST READING 
MARK 14:43-52    Jesus Arrested 

1) If you were writing a news article about these events, what headline would you give the article? 

2) What do you think Jesus was or might have been feeling as all of this is happening:  

>  as Judas and the armed crowd arrive,  

>  as Judas betrays Jesus with a kiss,  

>  as one of His disciples cut off the ear of one of the high priest’s servants; 

>  as all of His disciples flee deserting Him?  

3) When have you felt some of what Jesus must have been feeling?  

4) Does it help or how does it help to know Jesus has been there?  

Personal Reflection & Group Discussion 

Play a game of hide go seek. One person is a betrayer seeking to expose where everyone else is at. The goal 
is to expose the betrayer. Draw parallels and expose differences between the game and Jesus’ betrayal. 

Family Engagement Activity 

Additional Reading 
 

Matthew 26:47-56; Luke 22:47-53; John 18:1-11; Hebrews 2:18; Hebrews 4:15 
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Family Engagement Activity 

SECOND READING   

MARK 14:53-65     Before Caiaphas 

 

 

 
 
1) Picture yourself there in the passage as an observer. What are you thinking and feeling as you watch and 

take in all that is going on?  

2) Now picture yourself as one of the people giving testimony (false testimony). What are you thinking and 
feeling as you do so? What look do you see on Jesus’ face?  

3) Now picture yourself as the high priest or as one of the chief priests, elders or teachers of the law. What 
are you thinking and feeling as Jesus stands silent before you?  

4) Now identify yourself as if you were Jesus. What are you feeling in your body? What is going through 
your mind? What are you feeling in your heart?  

5) Back to being yourself, what do you want to take with you from this passage and scene? 

 

Personal Reflection & Group Discussion 

Additional Reading 
 

Matthew 26:57-68; Luke 22:66-71; John 18:24 

One at a time be in the “hot seat.” The others in the group are to make up ugly lies about you (no more 
than a minute’s worth). You just sit there listening. After everyone has been lied about talk about the expe-
rience. How hard was it to just sit and listen even when everyone knew it was all lies? Compare that to 
what Jesus experienced as He was lied about. 



69 

Family Engagement Activity 

THIRD READING   

MARK 14:66-72     Peter’s Denial 

 

 

 
 
1) What is going through Peter’s mind? What is he feeling? 

2) How do you react when you feel caught? …when you feel accused? …when you feel attacked?  

3) In what, if any, way(s) or environments might you deny Christ?  

4) What does Jesus want to offer you and does offer you if and when you deny Him?  

Personal Reflection & Group Discussion 

Additional Reading 
 

Matthew 26:69-75; Luke 22:54-62; John 18:15-18 & 25-27 

Draw a picture of what you think might have been the look on Peter’s face when he heard the rooster crow 
a second time. Share your drawing and why you drew what you did. 
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Family Engagement Activity 

FOURTH READING   

MARK 15:1-15     Jesus Before Pilate 

 

 

 
 
1) What do you think Pilate is thinking, feeling, and wanting? Why does he bring out Barabbas?  

2) Why is the crowd so insistent on crucify Jesus?  

3) What are the chief priests doing?  

4) Have you ever been caught up in and with the feelings and wishes of the group or the crowd where if 
you had not been a part of the group/crowd you would have thought, felt, and behaved entirely differ-
ent? If so, what was it like? How would you have been different if it weren’t for the group or crowd? 

5) Have you ever tried to stand up to and against a group or large crowd, wanting to do the right thing? If 
so, what happened? Were you successful?  

Personal Reflection & Group Discussion 

Additional Reading 
 

Matthew 27:11-26; Luke 23:1-7; John 18:28-19:16; 1 Peter 2:20-21; 1 Peter 3:17;                  

1 Peter 4:1 

Find a picture of a mob scene on YouTube and talk about what similarities and differences you think this 
scene portrays compared to the events leading to Jesus’ crucifixion. 
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Family Engagement Activity 

FIFTH READING   

MARK 15:16-32     Crucifixion 

 

 

 
 
1) Again, put yourself in Jesus place. What are you thinking and feeling? Have you ever had to endure       

unjust punishment? …torture? If so, tell about it. What was it like?  

2) What do you think Simon of Cyrene is thinking and feeling as he carries Jesus’ cross?  

3) With whom in the passage do you most identify and why: (a) Simon of Cyrene, (b) one of the men being          
crucified alongside Jesus, (c) a passer-by insulting Jesus, (d) one of the chief priests or teachers of the law 
mocking Jesus, (e) other?  

4) Jesus probably felt the greatest temptation of His life as He hung on the cross in horrible pain and as               
people mocked Him, all the while knowing that He had the power put an end to all His suffering and to 
come down off the cross. What kept Jesus on the cross?  

 

Personal Reflection & Group Discussion 

Additional Reading 
 

Matthew 27:27-32; John 19:2-3; Isaiah 53:3-7; 1 Peter 2:19-24;                               

Matthew 27:32-44; Luke 23:26-43; John 19:17-27; Romans 5:7-8;                            

Hebrews 12:2 

Play “Bet You Can’t” (e.g. Do ten pushups, Do twenty sit-ups, count backwards from 100, name fifteen pres-
idents of the USA, etc.). Talk about our nature to want to “prove ourselves” to those who bait us and how 
tempting it must have been for Jesus to remain on the cross, and why He did remain on the cross when He 
could have come down at any time. 
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Family Engagement Activity 

SIXTH READING   

MARK 15:33-47     Burial 

 

 

 
 
1) Pick one to three things in this passage that really strike you, catching your attention. 

2) Verse 34. What do you think this moment was like for Jesus? 

3) Verse 37. What do you think this moment was like for Jesus? 

4) Verse 39. What do you think this moment was like for the centurion? 

5) Verse 40. What do you think this moment was like for the women? 

6) What do you most want to remember and/or forget from this scene? 

7) What is Joseph of Arimathea thinking and feeling as he goes to Pilate? …before Pilate? …as he wraps   
Jesus’ body in linens? 

8) What is Pilate thinking and feeling as Joseph comes to him? …as he learns that Jesus is already dead? 

9) What are the two Marys thinking as they follow Joseph and see Jesus laid in the tomb? 

 

Personal Reflection & Group Discussion 

Additional Reading 
 

Matthew 27:45-56; Luke 23:44-49; John 19:28-37; Matthew 27:57-66;                        
Luke 23:50-56; John 19:38-42 

As a family/group, go visit a grave at a cemetery. Talk about what it is/might be like to bury a loved one.  
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         MARK 16:1-20 
   
 

 
FIRST READING 
MARK 16:1-8    Women Visit the Tomb 

1) In the earliest known manuscripts Mark’s Gospel ends with verse 8. Verses 9-20 are found in later       
manuscripts. 

2) If the Gospel of Mark were to end here, with what thoughts, feelings, questions, and concerns would it 
leave you? 

3) If the Gospel of Mark were to end here, with what would you still be assured? 

Personal Reflection & Group Discussion 

Search Google Images for a picture of the resurrection you really like. Explain why you like it. 

Family Engagement Activity 

Additional Reading 
 

Matthew 28:1-10; Luke 24:1-11 
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Family Engagement Activity 

SECOND READING   

MARK 16:12-14    Emmaus & Appeared to Disciples 

 

 

 
 
1) Many people mistakenly assume Mary Magdalene had been a prostitute, however, no place in Scripture 

does it say or even suggest that.  

2) What does this truth suggest about rumor and truth?  

3) What does it suggest about the way Scripture is read and should be read? 

4) Do you think you would have believed Mary if you had been one of Jesus’ disciples? Explain. 

Personal Reflection & Group Discussion 

Additional Reading 
 

John 20:11-18; Luke 8:2; 2 Timothy 2:15 

Play gossip where one person whispers a story to another in a group and then that person whispers it to 
another and so on until everyone has heard the gossip. The last person then shares with the group what 
he/she heard and see how closely it resembles what was originally whispered. Talk about how easy it is to 
unintentionally distort the truth and how important it is to check our sources (see Acts 17:11). 
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Family Engagement Activity 

THIRD READING   

MARK 16:12-14    Emmaus & Appeared to Disciples 

 

 

 
 
1) What do you think the disciples thought and felt about Jesus commissioning of them? 

2) What are you thinking and feeling as you read the above passage? 

3) What have we been commissioned by Jesus to do? What are you thinking and feeling about your com-
mission? 

4) How do you understand verse 16? 

Personal Reflection & Group Discussion 

Additional Reading 
 

Matthew 28:16-20; Luke 24:44-49; John 17:15-18; John 20:21-23; Acts 1:8;            
2 Corinthians 5:17-20; Colossians 1:24,28-29; John 13:34-35; 1 John 3:16,18 

Again search Google Images or the newspaper for different ways people are fulfilling the Great Commis-
sion. As a family/group choose one of those ways through which you can and will seek to fulfill the Great 
Commission. 
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Family Engagement Activity 

FOURTH READING   

MARK 16:15-18    Great Commission 

 

 

 
 
1) What do you think the disciples thought and felt about Jesus commissioning of them? 

2) What are you thinking and feeling as you read the above passage? 

3) What have we been commissioned by Jesus to do? What are you thinking and feeling about your com-
mission? 

4) How do you understand verse 16? 

Personal Reflection & Group Discussion 

Additional Reading 
 

Matthew 28:16-20; Luke 24:44-49; John 17:15-18; John 20:21-23; Acts 1:8;            
2 Corinthians 5:17-20; Colossians 1:24,28-29; John 13:34-35; 1 John 3:16,18 

Again search Google Images or the newspaper for different ways people are fulfilling the Great Commis-
sion. As a family/group choose one of those ways through which you can and will seek to fulfill the Great 
Commission. 



77 

Family Engagement Activity 

FIFTH READING   

MARK 16:19-20     Ascension 

 

 

 
 
1) What do you think the disciples were thinking and feeling as they watched Jesus ascend into heaven? 

2) What confirmations of God’s work and God’s word have you seen and experienced in your life? 

3) What confirmations of God’s work and God’s word have you seen and experienced in your missional 
neighborhood(s)? 

 

Personal Reflection & Group Discussion 

Additional Reading 
 

Luke 24:50-53; Acts 1:4-11 

As a family/group make a banner, a poster or a collage of things you learned in and from the Gospel of 
Mark. 


