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God’s Story Our Mission Week 1-
Bearing God’s Image for God’s Mission 
Facilitator Guide 
 
In this guide you will find: 

• This week’s video transcript for reference 

• Objectives for study – after watching the video, use this to bridge the video 

content and the discussion questions 

• Discussion questions for each part of this week’s study 

 

Part 1: God’s aim and purpose for His good creation  
 

Objective: Look at Genesis 1-2 and Revelation 21-22. Our aim is to see that these 

biblical bookends show us how God’s creation is meant to be a temple in which God is to 

dwell. Look at Genesis 1-2 and Revelation 21-22 and discover the temple imagery used 

creation. Afterwards look at the language in Genesis 1-2 that describes God’s purpose for 

human beings as image bearers for God. Specifically look at Genesis 1:26-28 and 2:15, 

paying attention to the terms used to describe humanity’s mission before God. 

 
We are here to talk about biblical mission. Understanding mission starts by 

understanding God’s plan and actions for the world. We can talk about mission because the 

triune God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—reveals himself as the God of mission in the grand 

story of the bible since God is always working in relation to his world as its creator, redeemer 

and sanctifier. Without God’s mission, there would be no bible at all! But as we look at God’s 

grand story in the bible we should notice that God is always including human beings in that 

mission for the world. Therefore, there is no better place to start learning about God’s mission 

with and for his people than right at the beginning of the story, which is the beginning where God 

creates everything. 

What is God’s mission and purpose for creation as a whole? We want to explore this as a 

group by first looking at the two bookends of the whole bible, namely, Genesis 1-2 and Revelation 

21-22. Read through these chapters and see what connections you can make between the initial 

vision of creation in genesis and the final climax of all of God’s purposes in Revelation 21-22, 
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when the curtain of God’s full redemption in Christ is drawn back at the final restoration of 

creation.  

Starting at the end before we go back to the beginning, we can see the goal that God has 

in mind. In Revelation 21:3-4, we see what God’s aim has been along for creation. John writes, 
“Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed 

away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of 

heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from 

the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and 

they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God.”  

God has had the intention of dwelling in his created universe. And we will see that this 

means that God is treating his creation like a grand cosmic temple. As the final vision of God’s 

restored creation in Christ becomes focused we start to see this temple features more focused. 
Nothing unclean or anything that clings to sinfulness will have a place in God’s new heaven and 

new earth, just like in the tabernacle and the temple of the Old Testament.  

When we see the restored creation come into view, it is described as the New Jerusalem. 

It is a city, but with striking and strange features that relate the whole design to God’s plan to 

dwell in it as a temple. First, the city a perfect cube, 12,000 stadia cubed. That is roughly 1,380 

miles cubed! As a city, that size is enormous and strange but it is the shape that gives us the more 

important clue to what God wants us to know. As we look back throughout the bible as a whole 

the only other perfect cube that is mentioned is the Holy of Holies in the tabernacle and temple. 

What this means is that all of God’s restored and renewed creation is equivalent to the most holy 

place in the temple. But now, its not just God who dwells in the holy of holies but all creation 

with him because all have been redeemed and made holy through Jesus. In fact, since the whole 

new creation is now the perfect temple God planned for it to be there is no longer any need for a 

temple structure built by people like in the Old Testament. “I saw no temple in the city for its 

temple was the Lord Almighty and the Lamb” (Revelation 21:22). 

There is something else about this New Heavens and New Earth in Revelation 21-22 that 

should grab our attention. Not only is it a temple-city, the New Jerusalem, but it is also a garden 

city, with features that were only found in Eden. It has the tree of life and the river of life, both of 

which were found in Eden.  

When we God back to Genesis 1-2, we can more fully appreciate that the features that 

are so striking about the New Heavens and the New Earth in Revelation are actually present in 

the beginning. Looking at the description of Eden in Genesis, there are important parallels 

between God’s design for Eden and later temples. Yahweh walks in Eden as he does in the 

tabernacle (Gen 3:8, Lev 26:12, Duet 23:1-5, 2 Sam 7:6-7). One was to enter Eden from the east 

just as you would the tabernacle and temple (Genesis 3:24, Exodus 25:18-22; 26-31, 1 Kings 

6:23-29). The tree of life is most likely the model for the Menorah or lampstand in the temple, 

which has arboreal features in its design. In addition to the River already mentioned above, Eden 

was filled with gold and onyx which feature heavily in the later sanctuaries and even in the final 

vision of the New Jerusalem. In fact, when later parts of the Old Testament, such as in Ezekiel 28 

reflect on Eden and Adam’s fall, it even refers to the sanctuaries there in Eden. 

In contrast to Genesis 2-3, Genesis 1 evokes temple imagery in different but equally 

provocative ways. For instance the Hebrew word that Genesis 1 uses for lights in the sky to refer 

to stars, is only ever used elsewhere in the Old Testament to refer to the liturgical candles and 

lights in the tabernacle and temple. The Hebrew word used in connection with these lights to 

refer to seasons and times are not the yearly seasons of spring, summer, fall, and winter. Rather 

they refer to the liturgical calendar of religious festivals.  

However, perhaps the most important elements found in Genesis 1 that suggest this 

temple purpose for creation is that God rests on the seventh day. When temples were built in the 

ancient world, there would usually be ceremonies to sanctify the space as an appropriate 

“resting” place for the god or goddess for whom the temple was dedicated. Rest, did not indicate 
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the cessation of work but rather it indicated that the temple or kingdom now functioned 

completely as it was designed and was not in a state of equilibrium. Read in this ancient, we see 

that the Bible shows that when God rests in the universe he created to be a dwelling place he 

enters into it to rule and sustain the goodness and harmony of creation. The seventh day, then is 

not an appendix to the 6 days of creation but it is a climax and the goal of this initial vision of 

creation as God’s dwelling place.  

 

 

Discussion Questions: 

 

1. Look at Genesis 1-2 and Revelation 21-22. How do we see these bookends of 

the bible connect to one another? 

 

2. Both Genesis 1-2 and Revelation 21-22, show that God intends all of creation 

to be his holy temple. How then can we make the important distinction  

between creation being sacred or holy and creation being divine?  

 

3. What should our attitude be towards creation as God’s holy temple? 

 

4. In our congregation, in what ways to we promote the goodness of creation?  

 

5. Are there ways we can do a better job of confessing the fully biblical vision of 

creation as the full object of God’s mission? 

 

 

Part 2: God’s mission for human beings in his creation 
 

Objective: After exploring the goodness of God’s creation, which is designed to be like a 

temple for God, we can now look specifically at the mission has for human beings in that 

grand cosmic temple. By looking at Genesis 1:26-28 and Genesis 2:15 and the 

surrounding context, we aim to see that God’s mission for human beings is to be royal 

priests over his creation. God extends his care and rule through human beings and calls 

them to be priests to serve God in worship and protect the holiness in the garden-

sanctuary of Eden.  

 
Now that God’s aim and purpose for his creation is set forth we can now more fully 

appreciate what role do human beings play in God’s mission and how that mission is fully 

realized in Jesus in the New Testament. By looking at God’s declaration of purpose for creating 

Human Beings in his image we see the bible’s first great commission of human beings in God’s 

story. Human beings were designed to be royal and priestly people caring for God’s creation and 

extending the boundaries of that first temple sanctuary of Eden so that God’s glory and presence 

would fill all of creation through the work of human beings.  

 In Genesis 1:26-28, we hear God’s first great commission in the bible. “Then God said, 

“Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of 

the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over 
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every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” So God created man in his own image, in the 

image of God he created him; male and female he created them.” When we read Genesis 1:26-27 

in the context of the ancient world, a few important elements begin to emerge. First, in the 

ancient world images of different gods were used in temples, the idol as we would call it. That 

image was placed in a sanctuary as a way to represent the god’s presence in that space. Another 

important way image language was used in the ancient world was to describe the king’s 

relationship to the god as a way to demonstrate the divine order to rule. This is particularly true 

in Egyptian texts, which is a fitting foil for Moses and the people of Israel as they received God’s 

revelation after being redeemed from Egypt. In using this type of image bearing language, 

Genesis 1 confronts and corrects the idolatrous claims of the fallen world. God does not use a 

piece of wood or stone to represent his presence, but rather he intended living human beings to 

function as his representatives to fill his earth with his glorious presence. Furthermore, in 

Genesis it is not one royal human being over and against all other inferior humans who is 

declared to be the image bearer, but it is all humanity. All have equal dignity and the same 

relationship to God and therefore all have the same royal vocation. And as all humanity, we are 

given the dignity and vocation of reflecting God’s kingly rule in the world.  

To be made in the image of God is for a purpose, for a mission. That mission is to be 

God’s royal vice-regents to rule in his creation and give glory to God in the process. The terms 

used in Genesis 1:26-28, “subdue” and “rule,” are certainly royal terms that describe what 

kings and queens do in their reigns. God calls upon his image bearing human beings to fill the 

earth and multiply in order to exercise this role. Why? Because as they spread out and multiply 

and fill the earth, God’s own presence and glory is reflected and mediated. This means that being 

made in the image of God gives human beings a special network of relationships and 

responsibilities. Most important is our relationship to God. If we have a task and mission of 

bearing his image then we need to know and trust and love and obey God above everyone and 

everything else. Second, we are to see our fellow human beings with dignity and purpose by 

virtue of God’s design. No one is more or less an image bearer. Third, we are to care for the 

earth and the creatures that fill that earth. We are related to God’s creatures as representatives 

of God. We see this beautifully portrayed in Genesis 2 when God gives the newly created Adam 

the task of naming all the creatures. Adam is fulfilling his image-bearing role in creation by 

naming parts of creation just as God, in Genesis 1 named parts of creation in the first 6 days.  

 Subduing and ruling applies to plants and animals as objects of care and justice and 

righteousness. As the bible scholar Christopher Wright explains, the words subdue and rule do 

imply the imposition of one’s will over something but they aren’t terms that promote violence or 

abuse of power. Think of a painter who subdues color or shape and space in order to create a 

masterpiece or a composer who subdues sound and silence and rhythm in order for a great 

symphony. Or consider a gardener who takes unruly wilderness and subdues the ground to 

cultivate a beautiful and healthy and orderly lush paradise. In fact this is exactly what we see 

happening in Genesis chapter 2. 

 Turning to Genesis 2:15 God gives two more commands which fill out this first great 

commission of human beings with the first human himself, Adam. After God places Adam in the 

Garden of Eden, which we have already seen is meant as that first sanctuary of God’s cosmic 

temple, he commissions Adam to “work” and “keep” the garden. When these two terms are used 

together as a unit in other places in the Old Testament, they always refer to what the Levites are 

commissioned to do in their priestly service in the tabernacle and temple. To “work ”doesn’t just 

mean general work but it also means to serve in a religious sense in the sense of worship. We 

don’t worship the earth, of course, but our work in the earth is a worshipful service that is 

directed to God. To “keep” may mean to protect something or keep safe but in a priestly context 

the word also means to guard and to observe just as the priests were called to guard and keep 

God’s word and statutes as well as guard the tabernacle itself from anything unclean.  
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 With Genesis’ first two chapters we have our first great commission by God to include 

human beings in his grand mission. Human beings are to be the royal priests that mercifully and 

justly care for the creation while cultivating it and guarding it as a place of worshipful presence 

with God himself. And as human beings multiply and fill the earth according to God’s blessing 

and purpose, so too does their mission to cover the face of the earth in that full garden-city which 

is to be God’s temple sanctuary. 

 Of course we know that it doesn’t take long for that first human pair, Adam and Eve, to 

royally screw up and abandon God’s commission. In chapter Genesis 3, we see all of God’s 

commission and command disobeyed by Adam and Eve. They don’t guard the garden from the 

unclean serpent who Satan uses as an intruder. They disobey God’s word and are expelled from 

the constant and intimate presence of God. They turn on each other and seek to dominate each 

other. And while they will still fill the earth and multiply in childbearing it comes with the high 

cost of great pain and agony and results in offspring who kill and murder each other. And while 

they still are able to work the land and rule, it comes with the high cost of deep anxiety and toil 

and the propensity to do violence in order to rule. All of the fundamental relationships God 

designed Human beings to have and treasure are marred by sin.  But even with such apparent 

destruction of God’s good purposes, God promises Eve that one of her offspring will gain the 

victory over the evil that has intruded God’s good creation. 

 What this tells us is that while sin devastates God’s creation by how it mars the image of 

God within a fallen and sinful humanity, it cannot completely erase it or stop God’s mission. 

God’s mission to dwell with his people and share that royal and holy rule with his human 

creatures is never abandoned throughout the whole of God’s grand story in the bible. Right when 

it looks like that human beings are hopelessly lost to ever truly bear God’s image due to sin, God 

sent forth his eternal Son, Jesus, “who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all 

creation. For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, 

whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and 

for him. And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together. And he is the head of the 

body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be 

preeminent. For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him to reconcile 

to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross.” 

Notice how Paul here in Colossians 1:15-20 uses the image of God language now to refer to 

Jesus who is truly human in his incarnation but who also is truly God and reveals God in an 

unprecedented manner! 

 In Jesus, we see God’s mission for human beings is never off the hook. The story of God 

in the bible is the story of the eternal son who becomes fully human as Jesus to restore and renew 

our humanity in the image of God and to restore all creation through his death and resurrection. 

That’s why Paul, in Romans 5 and in 1st Corinthians 15 refers to Jesus as the second Adam. This 

is also why in Galatians 4:19, Paul says Christ is being formed in us through the Gospel. And the 

author of the Hebrews says that Psalm 8, which as we saw earlier reflects on the mystery of 

humanity ruling over all creation, that this is really fulfilled in Jesus. In Jesus, then, we have new 

redeemed humanity and our restored mission to be image bears of our now incarnate creator!  

 We don’t, however, just go from Genesis 1-3 to Jesus in the New Testament. Though for 

many Christians that’s how they read the bible, bypassing just about all of what God does and 

says in the rest of the Old Testament and jumping straight to Jesus. Jesus is the fulfillment of all 

of God’s promises and purposes to be sure but we don’t fully understand that if we ignore the 

grand story that Jesus brings to its climax. And if we don’t know the story then we don’t fully 

know Jesus or our mission. That’s why we are going to continue with God’s Old Testament story 

in the weeks to come to see how God’s mission for his people continues. So we know how God’s 

story and mission starts and ends with the two bookends of the bible and we know that Jesus is 

the key to that story and our human identity and mission but what comes next in the story? How 

do we get from Adam and Eve, who hurl humanity away from God,  to Jesus, who reconciles and 
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renews us all back to God? The next step in God’s story that promises hope and purpose for a 

fallen humanity begins with an old barren couple named Abram and Sarai. And it is there where 

we will begin next time. God bless! 

 

 

Discussion questions 

 

1.How does Genesis 1:26-28 function like a great commission for human beings? 

 

2. What does being made in the image of God have to do with fulfilling God’s 

mission? 

 

3. Look at psalm 8 and psalm 145, how do these psalms help us to understand our 

royal mission under God?  

 

4. What royal tasks do we have in creation? What priestly tasks do we have in 

creation? 

 

5. How do we, in our congregation, use Genesis 1-2 to better understand the fullness 

of God’s mission for us? Has Genesis 1-2, meaningfully informed our understanding 

of biblical mission in our congregation? Why or why not? 

 

6. How might this challenge us in how we understand being included in God’s 

mission?  

 

7. Read Colossians 1:15-20. How does Jesus’ person and work show us God’s care 

for his creation? How does Jesus relate to Adam’s role in Genesis 1-2? 

 

 

For Further Exploration 

 
For further exploration and meditation on these important scriptural themes you 

can also read at your convenience: Psalms 8, 19, 145, 148, 150; Proverbs 8; Job 38-39; 

Isaiah chapters 65 and 66;  John 1:1-18; Acts 17:16-31; Romans 1:18-32, 5:12-20, 8:18-

30 1 Corinthians 15; Colossians 1:9-29; Hebrews 2:5-13; James 3:5-9; Revelation 4-5. 

 

 

 

For Next Time: 
 

Skim through Genesis 12-25 to become familiar with the story of Abraham! 

 

 

 

 


