
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God’s Story Our Mission Week 8:  
Mission in Exile  
Guide for Facilitators and Participants 

Part 1 
Welcome back to God’s Story, Our Mission! We are now in week 8 of our exploration of the biblical 

story to see how God invites us, His people, to participate in His mission for the world. In our study 

so far, we have seen how God has time and time again commissioned his people in the Old 

Testament to join Him on his mission. It started with God’s goal for creation itself as He created 

humanity in His Image. We saw that even with Adam and Eve’s fall into sin, God still promised to 

bring blessing to the whole world through his promise to Abraham, through his family. When that 

family was enslaved in Egypt, God reveals His foundational character as the Go’el of his people as he 

redeemed his people and revealed his holy name in the process. God in redeeming his people, 

gathered them together on Mt. Sinai and made a covenant relationship with them that was intended 

to be the means of revealing knowledge of God to the nations as they were brought to the land of 

promise. They were to be a holy people of a holy God. Finally we saw how God put a king over his 

people, to fight for them, to make sure they were a people of worship according to the covenant, 

and also to maintain their covenant distinctiveness in their holy way of a life that reflected the 

uniqueness of Yahweh to the nations.  

With all of these elements being added to the story to more fully reveal God’s mission for his 

people, there seemed to be a major road block, namely the destruction of Jerusalem and the temple 

in 587 B.C. and the subsequent exile of God’s people in Babylon until 539 B.C. Did this catastrophe 

mean the end of God’s mission in the Old Testament for a time? While it might have seemed that 

way, looking at the prophets and in particular the book of Daniel shows us that God’s people still 

had a mission to carry out and that God himself was still with them to accomplish this mission. Even 

in Exile there is still a mission for God’s people.  

2 Kings 25 narrates the fall of Jerusalem and the temple by the hand of King 

Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon. In 605 B.C. Nebuchadnezzar rose to power and in 597 B.C., he made 

sure that he had control over Judah by hauling the existing king, Jehoiachin and the elites back to 



Babylon in exile and placing a puppet king on the throne in place of Jehoiachin. Daniel and his three 

friends were presumably part of his first deportation. When the puppet king Zedekiah, however, 

decided to have political ambitions of his own, Nebuchadnezzar came back with full force and in 

587 B.C. laid waste to Jerusalem and its Temple and took even more people into exile, leaving 

behind the poorest of the land. All of the framework for how God’s people had understood their 

relationship with Yahweh was now gone causing quite the crisis of faith for those who had wrongly 

and arrogantly presumed upon Yahweh’s protection even while engaging in hypocritical worship, 

idolatry and allowing all sort of social injustices to flourish. These historical books all flow from the 

perspective of Deuteronomy where God is clear (Deuteronomy 28) that persistent disobedience in 

the covenant relationship on Israel’s part would eventually result in exile.  

What is surprising, however, isn’t that God would stay true to his word that there would be 

judgement for persistent transgression of the covenant but rather that God still promised to be 

Israel’s God who continued to have a plan for his people, even while in exile. Jeremiah 29 is a 

surprising chapter where Yahweh, through the prophet, encourages his people that he continues to 

have a plan for them. This means that they should, in the meantime, plant themselves in their new 

context. They should start making the most of their new context and even be part of the culture 

around them and are to seek the welfare of their new city, even a pagan city such as Babylon!  

 

Part 1 Discussion Questions 

1. What are the traditions and structures that you particularly treasure in your 
relationship with God? If you did not have those or if they were taken away how 
would you imagine your faith moving forward? Would it cause a crisis of faith? Why 
or why not. 

 
2. What do you understand that God has called you to be planted? What kind of 
relationships to you have in that planting? Where do you struggle in your places that 
God has you?  

 
 

Part 2 
The book of Daniel helps us to see this in practice. Daniel and his three friends are the central 

characters around whom the book revolves. They are exiles in Babylon who are educated and 

employed by king Nebuchadnezzar. They are exemplary figures in that they are truly culturally 

“bilingual.” They know the culture of Babylon and receive the best education there and have their 

vocations and work there and yet they are Israelites who never compromise their faith and are able 

to witness to the truth of who God is in their context. This witness is carried out in two ways 

through the book of Daniel. First, through their excellence in wisdom and work they can lead the 

culture in which they are planted and witness to God in their vocations. Second, even when they are 

tempted with compromising their faith and are threated with death such in chapter 3 with Daniel’s 

three friends being cast into the fiery furnace, by their resolve, they are able to witness to God in 

such a way that even the rulers of the pagan kingdoms are forced to acknowledge the God of Daniel 

and his friends. In Exile then comes the temptation to accommodate too much to the culture and yet 

as we see in Daniel there can be a true engagement with the culture while still holding fast to faith 



and obedience to God. This requires wisdom, which is what Daniel was known for even among 

Nebuchadnezzar and his pagan cohorts.   

Daniel is also important for a people in exile as we approach the second half of the book 

with his shift of tone and genre. In the second half we are confronted with the visionary genre of 

apocalyptic. Apocalyptic use symbolic language and imagery to reveal the unexpected way God’s 

promises are continuing forward, even in the face of apparent failure. In Daniel 7, Daniel is given a 

vision of 4 horrific beasts that symbolize the pagan kingdoms of the world seem to pop up one after 
another and are more terrifying than the one before it. Despite all their apparent strength, none of 

these beasts find a permanent standing for their kingdoms. Finally, God appears as the Ancient of 

Days and gives his authority to one like a son of man whose kingdom will have no end. Certainly, 

this vision is meant to provide hope that God’s kingdom through the human (opposed to beastly) 

kingdom will come on earth as it is in heaven and this kingdom will have no end. This apocalyptic 

material is also important for our understanding of mission because it reminds us that as God’s 

people we are to be patient in the face of apparent disaster that would seem to call into question 

that God is in charge.  

In the New Testament, Paul tells us that Jesus is the full apocalypse of God. In Jesus the 

mysterious plan has been revealed through the Gospel! Yet, even as Christians after the 

resurrection of Jesus, we are still waiting for the fullness of the kingdom to be revealed on the last 

day where all creation is restored in the new heavens and new earth. We still wait in an exile of 

sort, knowing that we must be in the world but not of it. Like Daniel and his friends, like the 

recipients of Jeremiah’s letter, we as Christians must learn to be culturally bilingual as we wait for 

Jesus, the one like a son of man, to return in glory. Consider all the vocations you are given, and all 

the cultural “locations” you inhabit, how does God call you to think through and engage in those 

cultures? This requires not just knowledge but true wisdom. That’s why next time we will be 

looking at how God calls us to be wise people for a wise mission by looking at the book of Proverbs. 

God bless!  

 

Part 2 Discussion Questions: 

1. Where do you see you are called to be culturally bilingual for the sake of mission in 
exile (done be afraid to think outside the box!)? In what way does the church help you 
to be bilingual? In what ways can the church do better? 

 
2. Where do you see God encouraging patience and waiting in your life and in the life 
of your congregation? Why is learning to wait important for witnessing and our 
mission as God’s people? 

 
3. Where might we be tempted to compromise our faith in times of cultural exile as 
Christians? How can we learn to be wise in navigating these temptations like Daniel 
and his friends?  

 
 

For Next Time: 
For next time, skim through Proverbs 1-9.  


