
 

 

 

 

God’s Story, Our Mission Week 6: 
Worship for Mission Part 1 
Participant’s Guide 

Part 1: 
Objectives: The aim of part 1 is that we come to a fuller understanding of how worship in 

the temple built by Solomon is central to mission. Yahweh’s covenant with Israel, the 

messiah, and temple worship are all pieces that form a whole for God’s story and mission. 

We cannot have the full biblical picture of mission as God’s people if we are not people in 

worship.  

Discussion Questions: 

1. How does God’s messiah take responsibility for the worship of God’s 

people? How is it part of God’s plan that worship and kingship go together for 

God’s mission? Think about Yahweh’s covenant mission for his people. 

2. Solomon constructs the temple in Jerusalem for God’s name to dwell so that 

Yahweh would be present to his people in a very special way. How is 

encountering God’s presence in worship different from how we might 

recognize God’s presence in the world at other times?  

3. What would you hope people would see in how God’s people gather 

together in worship? How is what happens in corporate worship part of 

mission and witness to who God is? How can we continue to better 

communicate that in our corporate worship? 

 

 

 



Part 2  
Objectives: Our aim is to see how inspite of Solomon’s failure as Old Testament king and 

the people’s abuse of the temple, God does not abandon His plan for the temple. Rather, in 

Jesus we see the ultimately fulfillment of God’s plan and promise for the temple. We are to 

see the missional aspects of the temple transposed to our worship in Jesus in whom we 

encounter God with all his gospel fullness!  

Discussion Questions: 

1. Looking at Solomon’s temple prayer in 1st Kings 8, what elements of 

worship in the Old Testament temple do you see in Christian worship? What 

are the differences?  

2. How have you seen prayer (individually and corporately) be essential to 

how we participate in God’s mission? Would you consider yourself someone 

who prays often? How can we continue to add more prayer in our faith 

community as God’s people? What resources do you/we have for becoming 

more mature as people of prayer? 

3. In Romans 12, Saint Paul tells us that because of what God has done in Jesus, 

we are to present our whole bodies as living sacrifices. This is our spiritual 

worship. If our whole lives are now dedicated to God in worship because of 

Jesus, what makes gathering together for worship so important for God’s 

people? How do we understand our mission both in Individual worship but 

also in corporate worship? 

4. The temple is where God’s name dwells and is accessible to the world. In the 

incarnation of Jesus and by his death and resurrection we have the ultimate 

gospel encounter with God who dwells with us as a human being. This means 

we don’t have to be tied to a geographical location for worship but it does 

mean we have to be tied to Jesus’ presence. What “incarnational” elements of 

Jesus’ presence do we have in worship where we experience God’s temple 

dwelling in Jesus? What “Spiritual” (Holy Spirit) elements of Jesus presence do 

we have in worship?  Where do you see that worship we God in Spirit and in 

truth? 

For Next Time: 

For next time, skim through as much of the book of psalms as you have time for. Consider 

the questions, who is speaking in the Psalms? How do the psalms invite me to join my heart 

and voice to the prayers of God’s people?   


