
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God’s Story Our Mission Week 5-  God’s 
Royal Messiah for God’s Royal Mission 
Facilitator’s Guide 

In this guide you will find: 

• Objectives for study – after watching the video, use this to bridge the video content 
and the discussion questions 

• Discussion questions for each part of this week’s study 
• Related scripture references for reflection  

 

Part 1  
Objective: Our aim is to learn how Yahweh accommodates to the human desire to have a 

king over Israel. Yahweh acknowledges such human desire but warns of the snares of 

kingship. Nevertheless, Yahweh makes kingship over Israel a central part of his plan to 

fulfill his promise to Abraham and his calling for Israel on Mt. Sinai. 

The book of Deuteronomy concludes the leadership of Moses among Yahweh’s covenant 

people, Israel. On the plains of Moab, Moses sends Israel off into their future in the land, which God had 

promised to them as the descendents of Abraham. But what will leadership look like from here on out? 

The book of Joshua continues to tell that story, now with Joshua leading God’s people into the land 

after Moses’ death. But after Joshua leads God’s people to begin to drive the people of Canaan out of 

the land what will leadership look like? Deuteronomy 17 helps us to see what is in story. Moses predicts 

that God’s people will desire a king to be put over them so that they will be like all the other nations 

who have kings. We should feel the tension here. On the one hand, Yahweh is supposed to be Israel’s 



king and the people are supposed to be holy, distinct from all other peoples. Israel shouldn’t desire to 

be like the other nations! Yet, on the other hand, Yahweh will accommodate their request but with 

some significant reservations and stipulations. The king will not abuse his authority by accumulating 

lots of wealth. The king will not have many wives, which in the context of the ancient world, meant 

making political treaties which were also religious treaties. But most importantly, the king would 

know God’s torah, His instruction in the covenant relationship. The king was to have his own personal 

copy of God’s word so that he could meditate on the torah of Yahweh throughout his reign.  

 In the book of Judges we see how difficult it was for Israel to be that holy people, especially 

without strong leadership. The book of Judges speaks to the 200 year period have Joshua lead Israel 

into Canaan. After the tribes found their allotted geographical spots in the land there wasn’t as much 

need, it seemed, for that strong central leadership. Yahweh was to be king in Israel. But in the book of 

Judges for 200 years we see a tragic cycle. The people do what is right in their own eyes, forsaking 

Yahweh and their vocation to be holy. Then Yahweh delivers the people into the hands of their 

enemies. The people of Israel cry out for help. Yahweh then provides a shofet, a judge, who is to be a 

leader among the people to provide salvation. These judges aren’t kings but they are given, in most 

cases, God’s Holy Spirit for the specific task of helping the people. But this was not a lifelong vocation 

for each Judge. It was for a specific act of deliverance and then they would go back to their lives as it 

were. In Judges 6-9, we see how this calling to be a judge brought with it the temptation to become 

king. The Judge, Gideon was anointed to save Israel from the harassment of the Midianites. After 

Gideon’s success, however, the people ask him to be king and to rule over them. Gideon, wise to avoid 

the snares of kingship, refuses. Unfortunately however, his son Abimelech (whose name literally means, 

my father is king!) is not so wise. Dealing treacherously with his own family, Abimelech murders 70 of 

his own brothers and then makes himself king, but more like a tyrant in actual fact. This violence 

comes back to him in the end however as he is killed by a woman who hurls a millstone down upon his 

head—a shameful death in the ancient near eastern context.  

 But even with the failed attempts for Israel to have a king over them, the desire does not 

dissipate. Coming to the book of 1st Samuel we see the request for a king finally granted by God himself. 

Because of the harassment of the Philistines, who even succeed in stealing the Ark of the Covenant for 

a time, the people of Israel are finally fed up with being bullied by the surrounding people and demand 

a king. In 1st Samuel 8, the people say to Samuel the Judge, “Behold, you are old and your sons do not 

walk in your ways. Now appoint for us a king to judge us like all the nations.” But the thing displeased 

Samuel when they said, “Give us a king to judge us.” And Samuel prayed to the Lord. And the Lord said 

to Samuel, “Obey the voice of the people in all that they say to you, for they have not rejected you, but 

they have rejected me from being king over them.  According to all the deeds that they have done, from 

the day I brought them up out of Egypt even to this day, forsaking me and serving other gods, so they 

are also doing to you. Now then, obey their voice; only you shall solemnly warn them and show them 

the ways of the king who shall reign over them.” Both Samuel and Yahweh recognize the tension of the 

people’s request but Yahweh accommodates to the people’s desire. Without compromising his holy 

mission for the world through Israel, God has Samuel anoint a king over Israel.  

This is where we get the term Messiah. From the anointing that the kings would receive at 

their coronation. Such an anointing would designate them for their special role. This would typically 



happen with oil but in the case of the first kings of Israel we also see that God’s own Spirit rushes upon 

the newly anointed king in order that they would have the abilities to lead the people. The first king 

and Messiah of Israel was Saul, a farmer from the tribe of Benjamin. He was tall and handsome and so 

he seemed to be the obvious choice to be a permanent ruler to deliver God’s people out of the hands of 

their enemies. The problem with Saul however was that even though he had a gift to galvanize the 

tribes of Israel to gather for battle when they needed to fight, he didn’t obey God as he should have. On 

one occasion Saul became impatient with waiting for Samuel to show up and offer a sacrifice to God in 

order to give the go ahead to start the battle with the Ammonites and so Saul, himself made the 

sacrifice which was forbidden for him to do. On a separate occasion, God sent Saul to war with the 

Amalakites and instructs him to devote all of the Amalakites to God by not leaving any survivors nor 

taking any booty. Once again Saul taking matters into his own hand, disobeys God and takes the live 

stock and makes sacrifices with them. While these episodes might not seem like a big deal to us now, 

they represented rebellion on the part of Saul who was called to embody covenant holiness and 

obedience. Therefore God rejects Saul as king and starts fresh with someone else, namely David.  

For the rest of the book of 1st Samuel we see Saul’s administration unravel with his own sanity. 

David rises to prominence and after Saul falls in battle with the Philistines, David comes fully to power 

at the beginning of 2nd Samuel. In 2nd Samuel 7, we see how God is finally going to use kingship in Israel 

for his mission purpose. What seemed to start off as an accommodation, is now fully part of the plan of 

God’s mission for the world. 2nd Samuel 7 reads, “Now when the king lived in his house and the Lord 

had given him rest from all his surrounding enemies, the king said to Nathan the prophet, “See now, I 

dwell in a house of cedar, but the ark of God dwells in a tent.”  And Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all 

that is in your heart, for the Lord is with you.” 

 But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan,  “Go and tell my servant David, 

‘Thus says the Lord: Would you build me a house to dwell in?  I have not lived in a house since the day I 

brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a tent for my 

dwelling.  In all places where I have moved with all the people of Israel, did I speak a word with any of 

the judges of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built 

me a house of cedar?”’  Now, therefore, thus you shall say to my servant David, ‘Thus says the Lord of 

hosts, I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep that you should be prince over my people 

Israel. And I have been with you wherever you went and have cut off all your enemies from before you. 

And I will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth.  And I will 

appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may dwell in their own 

place and be disturbed no more. And violent men shall afflict them no more, as formerly, from  the time 

that I appointed judges over my people Israel. And I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover, 

the Lord declares to you that the Lord will make you a house. When your days are fulfilled and you lie 

down with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring after you, who shall come from your body, 

and I will establish his kingdom. He shall build a house for my name, and I will establish the throne of 

his kingdom forever.  I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son. When he commits iniquity, I 

will discipline him with the rod of men, with the stripes of the sons of men, but my steadfast love will 

not depart from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I put away from before you. And your house and 

your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me. Your throne shall be established forever.’” In 

accordance with all these words, and in accordance with all this vision, Nathan spoke to David.”  



 We can hopefully see how God’s covenant with David builds from God’s previous promises and 

covenant with Abraham. A great name, a land for his people and an offspring that will bring about the 

fullness of God’s promises for the world—all of these elements are shared by the covenants between 

God and Abraham but also with David as we see here. David himself picks up on this and responds to 

God in the following way: “Who am I, O Lord God, and what is my house, that you have brought me 

thus far? 19 And yet this was a small thing in your eyes, O Lord God. You have spoken also of your 

servant's house for a great while to come, and this is instruction for mankind, O Lord God!” David 

recognizes that God has a plan for His messiah which includes far more than just a military leader for 

Israel. God’s future messiah from David’s own household will be for all people. And God’s promise to 

David is an instruction for all humanity as David says.  

Discussion questions: 

1. Looking at Deuteronomy 17, what is so dangerous about having a king in 

Israel? What are the safe guards for having a king in Israel? How can the king 

help Israel be a holy people in God’s covenant? 

2. What are the things you look for in a leader/ruler? What do you value in a 

strong leader in your community? What do you look for in a strong leader in 

your faith community?  

3. In the books of Judges and 1st Samuel we see that Yahweh gives the gift of 

His Spirit in order that human leaders can fulfill their tasks. In the New 

Testament, Saint Paul writes about the gifts of the Spirit for ministry and 

leadership (think 1st Corinthians 12, Ephesians 4, Romans 12, etc.). What gifts 

for ministry do you see heavily utilized in your congregation? Are there gifts 

you see in your church community that are being under utilized in 

leadership/ministry?  

4. Having skimmed through King Saul’s story in 1st Samuel 8-15, why was 

Samuel the Judge so concerned about having a king over Israel? What are the 

things that you are weary of in a leader in the church? How does Saul’s tragic 

story serve as a warning for God’s people? 

5. Looking at 2 Samuel 7, how does God’s covenant with David build on the 

lessons which we have already seen in our bible study so far?  

6. The fact that Yahweh does indeed accommodate to the human desire to 

have a king is significant. What might it mean that God commits himself to 

Israel and the family of Abraham through his promise to David when having a 

king in the first place was a dangerous idea for Israel?  

 



Part 2  
Objective: Our aim is to see how God’s promise to David paves the way for a universal 

kingship fulfilled in Jesus. By looking at how other parts of the Old Testament speak of the 

full vocation of Israel’s King we can see that no Old Testament figure fulfills such a promise. 

Only in Jesus do we see God’s promise fulfilled for the different sort of King God intends for 

his world! 

God makes his covenant with David that from David’s own offspring will come an eternal 

kingdom. David himself, recognizing that God’s plan is that this Messiah will be for all people. Of 

course, this isn’t fulfilled in David himself nor is it fulfilled in any of the Davidic kings of the Old 

Testament. In fact, the story that stretches from 2nd Samuel through the end of 2nd Kings highlights the 

overwhelming failure of the kings to be what God called them to be. By and large, with only a few 

exceptions, the kings of Israel and Judah do not keep God’s covenant nor do they lead the people to do 

so either. But it is in the wake of such failure that the prophets speak of God’s commitment to his 

promise to David and the future universal reign of God’s royal messiah.  Isaiah 11 paints us a beautiful 

picture of what God has in store for his future messiah from the line of David:  

There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, 

    and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 

And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, 

    the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

    the Spirit of counsel and might, 

    the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 

And his delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. 

He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 

    or decide disputes by what his ears hear, 

but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 

    and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 

and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 

    and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 

Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, 

    and faithfulness the belt of his loins. 

The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, 

    and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, 

and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; 

    and a little child shall lead them. 

The cow and the bear shall graze; 

    their young shall lie down together; 

    and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 

The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, 

    and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder's den. 

They shall not hurt or destroy 



    in all my holy mountain; 

for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord 

    as the waters cover the sea. 

In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples—of him shall the nations 

inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious. 

This prophetic promise highlights the full anointing that God’s future messiah will receive. Not simply 

will the future king has a portion, as it were, of God’s Spirit but the fullness of God’s Spirit will anoint 

him for his task of leading his people with righteousness. This passage also highlights the utterly 

unique way the king will reign—namely with the word of God rather than human made tools. If God 

wants his people to be holy and different, then their messiah must be holy and different. Notice though 

how the promise emphasizes the universal scope of the messiah’s reign. Because he fully manifests and 

reflects God’s own presence and work in the world he also fully manifests God’s universal reign.  

We could also look at the psalms for the picture of God’s messiah who rules the nations as a 

manifestation of God’s own rule. Psalms 2 and 72 are wonderful examples of this. But as important as 

these Old Testament promises are of how God could accommodate and use such a fallen desire of his 

people to have a king for his ultimate mission of blessing for the world, we must wait until the New 

Testament to see this fulfilled. 

In the Gospels we see great lengths taken to show that Jesus is indeed this son of David who brings the 

fullness of God’s kingdom as God’s unique messiah for the world. The Gospel of Luke in particular 

spends much of the first two chapters emphasizes Jesus’ family connection to David and the angelic 

message that Jesus is the one promised to David. Luke writes, In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was 

sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was 

Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin's name was Mary. And he came to her and said, 

“Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried 

to discern what sort of greeting this might be. And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, 

for you have found favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, 

and you shall call his name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the 

Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of 

Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, 

since I am a virgin?”And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power 

of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of 

God. And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth 

month with her who was called barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.” And Mary said, 

“Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel departed 

from her.” 

Even though there are some surprises in how God fulfills his promise, fulfills them he does. In Jesus we 

see that God intended not just a metaphorical father-son relationship with the messiah but a literal 

one as the eternal Son of the Father became human through the womb of Mary to fulfill the role of 

messiah. Israel might have desired a human king over them because they doubted God’s own kingship, 

but in Jesus we see God taking back his role as king through the human line of David. But we also see in 



Jesus just how different of a king he is. He brings he reign through his ministry that leads him to the 

cross to die for the sins of the world, fighting on his people’s behalf against sin, death, and the devil. 

Israel wanted a king like everyone else in order to be like everyone else but God gives his own son that 

will be different and lead his people into a different type of kingdom, though it is indeed a kingdom for 

the whole world.  

Next time we will look at how God institutes the temple in Jerusalem and the worship of his people 

which has a special role for God’s mission. God Bless! 

Discussion Questions: 

1. In Isaiah 11 which promises a future Davidic King for Israel we see how 

different this king will be. What are all the ways this promised Davidic King 

will be different from all other human kings? 

2. If this part of God’s story centers on an individual king for God’s people and 

that king is Jesus, how might that speak to our mission as God’s people? Is this 

just a mission for Jesus or is this a mission for us as well? How can it speak to 

our participation in God’s story? 

3. How is being ruled by Jesus different than being ruled by other authority 

figures? How is it the similar?  

4. Where do we find it most difficult to live under Jesus’ kingship in our 

individual lives? Where do we find it difficult as a congregation?   

 

For further reflection and meditation 
Judges 6-9; 1st Samuel 8-15; 2nd Samuel 7; 1st Chronicles 17; Psalm 2, 23,45,72,89; Isaiah 

9,11,55; Jeremiah 33; Ezekiel 34; Amos 9, Micah 5; Luke 1-2; Romans 1; Acts 13, 15. 

 

For next time, skim 
1st Kings 5-8; Psalm 27, 67, 121, 122, 133, 150; Isaiah 2, 56, Jeremiah 7:1-29; Ezekiel 10, 

40-47; Haggai 2:1-9; John 1:14, 2:13-22; 1st Corinthians 3:10-17, Colossians 3:12-17 


