
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

God’s Story Our Mission Week 3- 
Knowing God’s Name for God’s Mission 
Facilitator’s Guide 
 

In this guide you will find: 
• Objectives for study – after watching the video, use this to bridge the video 

content and the discussion questions 

• Discussion questions for each part of this week’s study 

• Related scripture references for reflection  

 

Part 1: 
 
Objective: Our aim is to learn how God distinguishes himself from all false gods and 
those who falsely claim to be god. Our aim is not to know about God in the abstract 
but to see how he is personally known by his name and his special commitments to 
his people. The mission of God in exodus shows us that God is more concerned with 
showing us how different he is from all others who claim to be god than just simply 
teaching there is one god. God is less concerned with arithmetic than he is showing 
us that he is the only God by how he personally makes himself known.  
 

We are now in week 3 of God’s Story Our Mission. Last week we explored how God’s 
Plan to overturn the curse of a world marred by sin involved calling out Abraham and his wife 
Sarah for a special purpose. God called them with the promise that He would bless all nations 
through their future family. Blessing will have the last word in God’s good creation.  This week 
we see that if God’s story and mission are to move forward then he must be known by his name, 
which reveals his mission to be Israel’s redeemer.  

As we follow the story of Abraham’s family, we see that God indeed begins to fulfill his 
promise to Abraham. God’s story moves forward even in spite of all the twists and turns of 
Abraham’s own life. And with God’s story, so does our understanding of mission. By the end the 
book of Genesis, Abraham’s family is blessed to be numbered at 70 strong. But even with this 



number, we are far from seeing the fullness of God’s promise to overturn sin from being 
fulfilled. In fact, we don’t even end up in Canaan at the end of Genesis. Due to famine, Jacob’s 
family ends up settling in Egypt where Joseph had become a powerful man at the right had of 
Pharaoh. This shouldn’t surprise us too much though. In Genesis 15, God says as much. God had 
said that before Abraham’s family truly inherited the land of Canaan, Abraham’s family would 
become enslaved in a foreign land for 430 years and that God would rescue them. God 
promises this due to His unwavering commitment to His promise to Abraham and his family.  

This week, we find Abraham’s family in God’s story right where God, in Genesis 15, said 
we would: in Egypt. That’s where the book of Exodus picks up. But as we look at the first 
chapters of Exodus, it is a little bit like watching an episode of the Twilight Zone. Everything 
seems familiar enough, but there is a horrifying twist that leaves us disturbed. Instead of 
returning to an Egypt that truly appreciates and welcomes Abraham’s descendants due to 
being blessed through Joseph, we open the first pages of Exodus to a “new king” who does not 
know Joseph’s family or the God of Abraham. And instead of welcoming the children of Israel, 
the king, from fear of Israel’s growing numbers, we see policies implemented of state-run 
slavery of God’s people as well as state-run genocide! 
 But even before we start to become aware that all of this is happening, Exodus 1:7 
says, “And the Children of Israel were fruitful and they swarmed and they multiplied and they 
became exceedingly and the land was filled with them.” 
 I hope that sounds familiar to you. Exodus 1:7 echoes the two great commission 
sections we have covered in week 1 and week 2! That’s right, both God’s blessing on his image 
bearing human creatures and God’s promise to Abraham is right here at the beginning of 
Exodus. God’s Story and mission for the world is continuing just as God promised it would. This 
helps us appreciate that everything that Exodus shows us is indeed continuing God’s mission 
for the world. 
 On the other hand, this important introduction to Exodus sets up the high stakes of 
God’s mission through Israel as we turn back to the Egyptian king who has no idea who Israel’s 
God is or his purpose for the world. In fact, the opening two chapters of Exodus give no real 
indication that even God’s own people remember God or have pursued that whole hearted 
faith and obedience that God had established with Abraham. The most we get are the children 
of Israel groaning and crying out in their affliction. But it isn’t clear that they are groaning out 
to God. 

 If you remember, being created in the image of God was about reflecting God to others 
and to creation. In addition, Abraham’s blessing from God was to come to others as Abraham 
walked with God and learned true justice and righteousness and taught it to his family so 
others could know God. What has been implicit in these important parts of God’s story is now 
made explicit here is Exodus: God’s mission is to be known. God wants to be in relationship 
with his creation. Relationships, if they are healthy, as God would surely desire, requires 
faithful disclosure of identity.  
 The theme of God making himself known to Moses, the children of Israel, Pharaoh, and 
the rest of the Egypt dominates and rules chapters 3-15. It also reveals the missionary heart of 
Exodus as a whole. So how does God make himself known to a king who has never heard of 
him? And what about Israel, who has lost all its previous identity as God’s people through the 
hopelessness that comes through their bitter slavery? In Chapter 3, it is God who initiates this 
self-revelation. In response to his people’s agony under their Egyptian taskmasters, God meets 
the refugee Moses in the form of a burning bush. He calls Moses to lead his people out of 
slavery in Egypt to the land that God promised Abraham for his descendants.  

This conversation in Exodus 3 prompts Moses to ask God some serious questions. First 
he asks, “Who am I that you would have me go to Pharaoh and bring the children of Israel out 
of Egypt?” It’s a legitimate question for anyone being invited to participate in God’s mission. 



God’s reply, however, is to change the focus away from Moses and his human insecurities back 
to God who promises, “I will be with you and this will be a sign for you; after you have brought 
the children of Israel out of Egypt, you will worship God on this mountain.” Notice that the idea 
of serving and worshiping God is central to what God desires for his people. This helps 
reinforce the notion that the children of Israel were not free to worship God due to their 
slavery. Over all though, this conversation should comfort us as we are also asked to take steps 
of faith to join God in his mission. God may use us in his mission but it is still God who 
accomplishes his purposes through us.   

But God’s promise to be with Moses merely prompts Moses to retort, “If I come to the 
people of Israel and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, 
‘What is his name?’ what shall I say to them?”  Essentially he asks God, “Well if you are with me 
and Israel, who are you? What’s your name?” This may seem like a silly question but in the 
ancient world, this was exactly the right question to ask. And that has something to teach us in 
our own day as well. In the ancient world, but particularly in the Bible, names mean a great 
deal. When something or someone is named, it is a moment of revelation. Names of human 
beings reveal their personalities and character, like in the case of Jacob (meaning “trickster”). 
Names also reveal what God plans to do, like when we saw God renaming Abraham and Sarah 
to reflect God’s mission. But names and titles also reveal something about God. If you wanted 
to know the god you worship, you first need to know his or her name if you are going to 
distinguish them from all the other choices. Here at the burning bush God gives Moses his 
personal name. He builds up to it in a moment and it is meant to reveal God to his people and 
to the rest of Egypt. “God said to Moses, “I am who I am.”  And he said, “Say this to the people of 
Israel, ‘I am has sent me to you.’” God also said to Moses, “Say this to the people of Israel, 
‘Yahweh, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, 
has sent me to you.’ This is my name forever, and thus I am to be remembered throughout all 
generations.”  

 
Discussion questions: 
 

 
1. The Bible as a whole—but the book of Exodus in particular—shows 
us that a generic belief in God is not fully biblical or Christian. We don’t 
believe in a god, even if there is only one god. We believe in Yahweh 
alone who is truly God. How comfortable are we speaking about God in 
his specific character traits and historical actions found in the Bible? Or, 
do we see ourselves getting stuck with speaking generically about God? 
 
2. When Yahweh commissioned Moses at the burning bush in Exodus 3, 
Moses was filled with insecurities. Moses tried to dodge God’s call on 
account of his human weakness and self doubt. What are your 
insecurities that might keep you from wanting to be part of God’s 
mission? How does God’s response to Moses help us stay confident in 
the face of self doubt? 
 
3. How do the themes of knowing God in personal relationship connect 
back to the themes of weeks 1 and 2? What connections can we make 
between the lessons so far? 
 



Part 2:  
 
Objective: Our aim here is to learn what it means that Yahweh calls himself a go’el, 
a redeemer. We want to appreciate that this is the main pattern for the Gospel and 
Yahweh as redeemer is ultimately how we are to understand Jesus’ work in the New 
Testament. Our part in God’s mission is to point to and Celebrate God’s actions 
which makes his name known to the world.  
 

The identity of the God of the Bible, the God of mission is bound up in his personal 
name, Yahweh. His name reveals his character and is meant to point us specifically to His 
actions in the world, in history, and with his people. This distinguishes Yahweh from all the 
false contenders who would claim to be god but who cannot back up those claims. In Exodus, 
God who reveals his name as Yahweh means knowing him to be truly God against the false 
claims of Pharaoh and the false deities of Egypt.  

Knowing God by his personal name is so foundational to God’s story and mission in 
Exodus that the entire first 15 chapters of Exodus centers around God making sure all the 
human characters in the story come to acknowledge Yahweh as God. This is the point of the 10 
might acts. He demonstrates his rightful claim by his mighty actions to save his people and 
judge the sins of Egypt. 96 times in Exodus 3-15 we read the name Yahweh in dialogue. Those 
96 times don’t even include when the narrator uses the personal name of Yahweh! 

The point is clear, in a context where Pharaoh claims to be a god, in a world seemingly 
full of gods or goddesses, like in Egypt, it is not enough to believe in one of these false gods or 
even to believe in some generic god. Not just any god or idea of god will do. We are meant to 
know specifically that Yahweh is God. That means knowing Yahweh by how he specifically acts 
in the world and his specific character.  

In Exodus chapter 6, Yahweh’s desire to be known according to his name is brought 
even more into focus. Chapter 5 shows us Moses’ first confrontation with Pharaoh, which 
seems to be a failure. In response to Moses’ demand to let Yahweh’s people go, Pharaoh says, 
“Who is Yahweh, that I should obey his voice and let Israel go? I do not know the Yahweh, and 
moreover, I will not let Israel go.”  Even the Israelites aren’t sure about Yahweh since Pharaoh 
increases their burdens in response to Moses. But in chapter 6, Yahweh says exactly what his 
name is supposed to reveal. Exodus 6:6 reads, “Say therefore to the people of Israel, ‘I am the 
Yahweh, and I will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will deliver 
you from slavery to them, and I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and with great acts 
of judgment.”   

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob may have known God, but even they didn’t know the true 
significance of God’s personal name. That’s what God says in 6:2. The name Yahweh marks the 
God of Israel out from all other false gods by revealing that he acts uniquely as redeemer, a 
go’el. A go’el is a technical term in the Bible. It is a family member who acts as the family 
champion. When a family member is forced into slavery, the go’el has the job of freeing them 
from slavery. When the ancestral land is forced out of the family, the go’el’s job is to get it back. 
When someone is murdered, the go’el has the responsibility of bringing that person to justice. 
In essence, the go’el is the one who restores things back to the way they are suppose to be 
when something goes horribly wrong in the family life. All of these elements are present in 
Exodus and in the plight of Israel. Israel was the victim of genocide. They were unable to have 
their freedom. They could not go to the land that God had promised them as an inheritance. 
And perhaps most importantly, they were unable to serve God in worship. Therefore when God 
says he will be the go’el for Israel, he is committing himself to be the family champion, to bring 
Israel’s oppressors to justice and restore Israel back to God’s plan and purpose for them. The 



name Yahweh is bound up specifically with this character trait of God being the go’el. All of 
Exodus shows God’s mission to make himself known by his mighty act of salvation and 
restoration as he acts as Israel’s go’el, their redeemer.  

After all of Yahweh’s mighty acts as Israel’s go’el, after the 10 mighty acts of judgment 
against Pharaoh and the Egyptians, after the crossing of the red sea where Yahweh definitively 
has victory over Pharaoh, we hear Moses’ song of praise in Exodus chapter 15. In this song, 
God’s name is made known by what he has done to save Israel and judge Pharaoh. This is the 
climax of this part of Exodus where God’s name is now known to Moses, the Israelites, and to 
Egypt. Moses sings in chapter 15,  “I will sing to Yahweh, for he has triumphed gloriously; the 
horse and his rider he has thrown into the sea. Yahweh is my strength and my song, and he has 
become my salvation; this is my God, and I will praise him…”Who is like you, O Yahweh, among 
the gods?  Who is like you, majestic in holiness, awesome in glorious deeds, doing 
wonders?   You stretched out your right hand; the earth swallowed them. “You have led in your 
steadfast love the people whom you have redeemed.” 

So what do we need to reflect on with God’s mission to reveal his name and his 
character as Israel’s go’el? First, we are not primarily meant to know God through some 
philosophical exercise. In other words, it is not about knowing God in the abstract. Rather, God 
reveals himself by his work in history involving his personal relationship with his people. This 
is bound up with his personal name, Yahweh. Knowing God as Yahweh, therefore, involves 
paying attention to his unique commitment to his people. We pay attention to the unique 
character of our God, Yahweh so that we, like Moses and the people of Israel can sing and 
declare what God has done.  

And as we come to recognize ourselves on the receiving end of what God has done to be 
the ultimate Go’el in Jesus, we receive the revelation of God’s personal name into our lives to 
witness and declare what God has done. As Paul sings in Philippians 2:6-11, because of Jesus’ 
obedience to God the Father in is his incarnation and humiliation on the cross, God the Father 
exalted him and gave him the name above all names. This name is Yahweh. Not that Jesus 
wasn’t already God but that in his saving work in the incarnation, Yahweh’s name is fully and 
universally recognized as we come to know Jesus. Jesus is Yahweh to the glory of God the 
Father.  

God’s story in the exodus informs our mission in that it helps us to see the fullness of 
what God has revealed about himself among his people and ultimately through his own 
incarnate son Jesus who reveals God’s name in the fullest way possible. Our part is to bear his 
name in our lives by knowing the saving work of Yahweh, Father, Son and Holy Spirit and 
declaring to fellow believers and to others.  

Now that God’s name is known to Israel and to all those who have seen God work in 
Egypt, next week we will see how God’s name is to be known primarily by his people who bear 
his name by how they live and obey Yahweh, the creator and redeemer God! God Bless!  

 
Discussion Questions: 

 
1. Exodus 1-15 introduces us to the major theme of the Bible that 
Yahweh is known specifically as a go’el, a redeemer. This is central to 
how we know God because he will act as redeemer again and again in 
the bible and ultimately through Jesus in the climax of his Gospel work. 
How do we understand all the different dimensions of God at work in 
our lives as go’el through Jesus? 
 



2. Think together in your group. Can you list different ways that Jesus’ 
work is patterned after the exodus story? How is the pattern of the 
exodus a helpful way for us to witness to the gospel work of God in 
Jesus? 
 
3. For Yahweh to be a go’el, it means he has committed to be a family 
champion for his people. How comfortable are we at connected our own 
individual stories of faith, where God is our redeemer in Christ, to the 
history of God’s people in the bible? Do we feel it is relevant to make 
this connection in our witness to Yahweh as our Redeemer? Why or 
why not? 
 
4. After skimming through Exodus 1-15, is God’s mission successful in 
the story? Who all comes to acknowledge Yahweh as God? 
 

For Further Exploration 
 
6; Isaiah 42:8-9, 43:1-7,45; Ezekiel 36:16-38; Matthew 5:9-13, 28:18-19; John 

17; Romans10:5-13; Philippians 2:5-11. 
 

For Next Time: 
 
For next time: Read Exodus 19:1-6, Leviticus 19, Deuteronomy 4:1-14, 28:1-

14, 32-33. 
 


