
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

God’s Story, Our Mission Week 2: God’s 
Family of Blessing for a Cursed World 
Facilitator’s Guide 
 

In this guide you will find: 
• Objectives for study – after watching the video, use this to bridge the video 

content and the discussion questions 

• Discussion questions for each part of this week’s study 

• Related scripture references for reflection  

 

Part 1: 
 
Objective: Welcome back to God’s Story, Our Mission. This week as we continue 
with God’s story in the Old Testament, our aim is to learn how God intends to bring 
the fullness of his blessing to a world that has been cursed due to human sinfulness. 
We want to know what it means for God to bless his creation and how he does this. 
Starting with Genesis 12 we see that this happens through Abraham and his family.  
 

Last week when we left off in God’s story we saw the grand design and purpose that 
God had for the world as his grand dwelling place, his temple. And where there are temples 
there are priests and royalty. This is exactly how we saw God creating human beings and using 
humanity in God’s grand mission to be in a intimate and loving relationship with all he 
created. We are made in the image of God to share God’s love and care for his creation. As 
kings and queens, humans care for one another, the earth, and all living creatures. And As 
priests we mediate worship to God from all creation and guard his temple creation in holy 
service.  

In Genesis chapters 3-11 however, we see how God’s mission and humanity’s part to 
play in that mission takes a serious detour. Almost as quickly as God creates human beings and 
pours out his blessing upon the world, Adam and Eve disobey God and abandon the role they 
were created for by following the serpent instead of trusting in God. With this major trespass 



of their relationship with God, their life as divine image bearers is only allowed to limp 
forward at best. Instead of retaining the fullness of God’s blessing, now the relationship of 
human beings with God, one another, and the rest of creation is cursed. It is significant that in 
these chapters (Genesis 3-11, there are five curses that God declares over his creation. Keep 
that in mind because it is important!). God’s curse happens because of human sin. In one sense 
God declares that human sin has consequence for our relationship to the world, each other, 
and God. But perhaps we should think of these curse as what naturally happens when human 
sin and disobedience wreaks havoc on those important relationships that God designed us 
with. Sin perhaps can’t fully take away God’s image in human beings, but it seriously distorts it 
so that human beings only fulfill their role as if it were parody of the real thing. Human beings 
are more concerned to reflect and promote their own violent image and their own prideful 
ambitions than any purpose that God created them for. It is significant that in chapter 5:13 we 
read, “When Adam have lived 130 years, he fathered a son in his own likeness, after his image, 
and named him Seth.” Even though Seth is part of lineage that the book traces, which will 
become the family of Abraham, we see that the image that he bears is a distortion of God’s 
intention. It is not God’s image he bears, but Adams’s. The image limps along.  

All of humanity’s sinful distortion of God’s mission comes to a head with the tower of 
Babylon in Genesis chapter 11. After the flood, human beings repopulate the earth, but instead 
of filling the earth and cultivating the earth as a temple for God where all the earth gives 
praise to God, they congregate together and build a tower, in the city of Babylon. This tower is 
a monument to reflect humanity’s collective pride and ambition.  In Genesis 11 we read, “They 
said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city and a tower with its top in the heavens, and let us 
make a name for ourselves, lest we be dispersed over the face of the whole earth.” Instead of 
multiply and filing the earth for God’s purposes, humanity has done exactly the opposite with 
the tower of Babylon.  Once again God responds not with blessing but with curse, confusing the 
language of all the cities inhabitants, which does two things. First, ironically enough through 
this particular curse, God’s intention for humanity to spread out and fill the earth moves 
forward since God never abandons his mission. Second, through the confusion of languages it is 
implied that this is the beginning of new and different human cultures, which become people 
groups and finally different nations.  

From here, among all the scattered people groups migrating throughout the ancient 
Mesopotamian world, we are introduced to the family of Terah, whose most famous son we 
know as Abram. And it’s with Abraham that God’s mission leaves its detour route and gets 
back on track with return of God’s blessing through Abram’s family. Genesis 12:1-3 says, Now 
the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father's house to 
the land that I will show you. And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and 
make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and him 
who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”  

It’s amazing that after so many chapters where it seems that God’s curse gets center 
stage as human sinfulness seems to get worse and worse that God’s blessing now returns as 
God calls and chooses Abram. With God’s promise to Abram, God’s story and mission is 
launched on what the bible scholar, Richard Bauckham calls, a trajectory of blessing. Looking 
back at how God’s blessing is introduced back in Genesis 1, we can observe that blessing is 
about receiving the fullness of life with God just as God intends it. The blessing of God is 
creational in that it involves material benefits—Abram will become a great nation in that he 
will have many descendants, he will receive land, and he will receive a great name and 
reputation.  (Ironically this what the people of the tower of Babylon tried to do for themselves 
but couldn’t!) Even though some modern Christians truly distort God’s promise of blessing to 
only be about prosperity, and therefore distort the fullness of the gospel, we shouldn’t be 
ashamed to see this in the text. After all, as we saw last week, God created the whole universe 



and people to enjoy a fully created life. Part of the promise of the gospel even as we see it 
fulfilled in Jesus is not that this aspect of blessing is abandoned by God but that through Jesus it 
comes in unexpected ways or that it might be delayed until the final resurrection but it will 
certainly come.  

This leads us to the second aspect of blessing; God’s blessing on Abram connects the 
creational gifts with God’s plan of salvation.  Material blessing doesn’t happen for its own sake. 
Rather it is a testimony that the curses over creation and the disruption of human sinfulness 
will be set right. Material blessing without relational and spiritual harmony means precious 
little in God’s mission. Through Abram’s family God will undo all the curses that haunt a world 
broken by human sinfulness and by his seed the world will be restored to blessing. In fact, it is 
significant to note that God’s promise to bless the nations through Abram is repeated 5 times 
in Genesis (12:1-3,18:18, 22:15-18, 26:2-5, 28:13-15).  This five-fold repetition of God’s promise 
to Abram and his descendants can be shown to correspond to the five curses in Genesis 3-11. 
God’s plan to bless through Abram’s family is to undo the powers of sin and the curse that 
comes with it! 

As God choses Abram for as the object of his restored blessing, we also see that God 
intends Abram’s family to mediate that blessing for the whole world. That’s why God literally 
says, “be a blessing!” Abram is blessed to be a blessing for others.  It is significant that all of the 
nations that have been scattered at the tower of Babylon will indeed be restored to God’s 
purpose by universal blessing. God never abandons his mission for the whole world.  God’s 
election of Abram is for the sake of others, all others in fact. Its not about what Abram can get 
from God as an island of blessing but it is about how Abram’s family will be the means for 
worldwide blessings that spill over to all others! Following Abram and his descendants in the 
rest of the book of Genesis, we see God actually begin to bless others through Abram’s family: 
Lot is blessed by his association with Abram. Ishmael, though not the son who fulfills God’s 
promise to Abram, is nevertheless blessed and promised to become a great nation. Jacob, 
Abram’s grandson blesses Laban and makes his life richer and better by working for him. 
Joseph, Abram’s great grandson blesses Potiphar and Pharaoh in Egypt and make the whole 
nation of Egypt better as a result of being bearers of God’s promise and blessing. 

 
Discussion questions: 
 

1.Skim through the story of Abraham in genesis 12-25. How does God’s 
promise to Abraham begin to restore God’s blessings to a cursed world? 
 
2.Does Abraham in any way take on royal and priestly roles that God 
intends for his image bearing human beings? 
 
3.How are we as members of the family of Abraham blessed by God, 
both in gifts of creation and in gifts of salvation?  
 
4.Where do you see God’s blessing specifically in your own life? 
 
5.Where do we see our community around our congregation need God’s 
blessings?  
 
6.How can our ministry be a blessing to our community?  



Part 2:  
 
Objective: The aim in the section is to understand the role that Abraham’s 
obedience plays in how God fulfills his promise to bless the nations. God uses 
Abraham and his family as a channel for future blessing. In order for this to happen, 
Abraham is called to trust and obey God and teach that faith and obedience to his 
family, which is called into an everlasting covenant with God. By looking at the story 
of Abraham, learn the relationship of faith and obedience.  
 
This promise of God isn’t magical. God is going to accomplish everything he sets out to do. But 
he is going to do it through Abram. Consider a loving parent who delights to include his or her 
child in their work, whether it is work on the house or passing on a skill to include them in the 
family business. God accomplishes his own purpose but he delights to include his human 
creatures as parent including a child in their work. Abram is included in the purposes of God 
and is shown that he will have a role to play as the way God fulfills what he promises. Implicit 
in Genesis 12:1-3 is that Abram would trust God and obey God’s commission to go from his 
father’s house to the land that God would show him and to be a blessing. In New Testament 
terms we could say that implicit is that Abraham is to be in the world but not of the world as 
he follows God. As God commissions Abram to be a means of blessing for the world, he has him 
break ties with family and clan and homeland as the ultimate anchor for who he is and in 
doing so he prepares the world to have a relationship with God that is not based on geography 
or ethnic ties. Blessing will come in a very different manner and will be universal in scope.  

 As we follow along with Abram in Genesis 12-25, we see that it is Abram’s faith and 
faithfulness that is central to how God fulfills his promise and sends the world on its trajectory 
of blessing.  In Genesis 15 Abram’s faith is highlighted as God restates his promise to Abram to 
give him land and offspring though the language of blessing is not here stated. Until this point 
in the story, God hasn’t specifically said that Abram will have biological children causing 
Abram to posit that his servant will be adopted as an heir. God corrects Abram by telling him 
that his own biological son will be the means by which God fulfills his promise. Abram trusts 
God and God counts Abram’s faith as righteousness, a right way of relating to God. This faith is 
central to the whole story of Abram because unless Abram actually related to God rightly by 
trusting in God, Abram would never have obeyed God.  

From chapter 17 onward, it is as God renames him Abraham, that his faithfulness 
takes center stage in how God will accomplish his blessing for others through Abraham. It is 
there that God explicitly charges Abraham to walk before him and be fully committed to him 
so that he might make his everlasting covenant with him. He gives Abraham the covenant of 
circumcision, which is to be an sign to an everlasting relationship. But faithfulness to God is 
central in this covenant.   Of course, this type of faithfulness can only occur because Abraham 
already trusts God and is in his right relationship with him. But such faith is meant to be 
expressed in wholehearted commitment to life with God. 

It is in chapter 18 that we see why this is so important particularly for God’s mission to 
bring blessing back to the world. Genesis 18 narrates the episode where God returns to 
Abraham to declare that it is going to be through Sarah his wife that Abraham’s son will be 
born. This happens of course because though Abraham trust that God would give him a 
biological son, he didn’t know with whom and Sarah had told Abraham to have a child with 
Hagar, their servant who is the mother of Ishmael. Although God takes care of Ishmael and 
gives him his own blessing, which shows how God is already fulfilling the promise to Abraham 
from chapter 12 that all nations will be blessed through Abraham, God shows that his 
worldwide blessing will happen specifically from Abraham and Sarah. But this episode occurs 



in the shadow of the wickedness of the near by city of Sodom.  It’s as God reflects on the 
problem of Sodom that we see how Abraham’s obedience to God is the channel for blessing.  

Genesis 18:17-19 says, “The LORD said, “Shall I hide from Abraham what I am about to 
do, seeing that Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty nation, and all the nations of 
the earth shall be blessed in him? For I have chosen him, that he may command his children 
and his household after him to keep the way of the LORD by doing righteousness and justice, so 
that the LORD may bring to Abraham what he has promised him.”  This is significant to God’s 
mission through Abraham’s family because he says that way Abraham mediates blessing to the 
rest of the world is as he himself learns from God righteousness and justice and teaches it to his 
family. We see here that blessing isn’t magical but rather it comes through a restored 
relationship to God through faith and by that faith we can once again begin to reflect God’s 
character into the world towards others.  For Abraham learning God’s justice and righteous 
happened right away as God invited Abraham to watch how God handled the injustices and 
wickedness of the city of Sodom. By Abraham conversation with God about whether or not God 
would destroy the city if there were actually righteous people it in, Abraham learned a 
valuable lesson about God’s commitment to righteousness and true justice which he could pass 
on to his future child.  

In chapter 22 when God tests Abraham by asking him to sacrifice Isaac, Abraham’s 
obedience to such a demand is the ultimate learning moment for Abraham of God’s 
faithfulness to his promise in spite of all outward appearances and it is here that we have the 
climax of God’s covenant keeping with Abraham. God says in 22:16-18, “By myself I have 
sworn, declares the LORD, because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your 
only son, I will surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven 
and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of 
his enemies, and in your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because you 
have obeyed my voice.”  Such walking with God as displayed by Abraham, which only occurs 
with a righteous relationship of faith is ultimately the instrument by which God will bless. 
Therefore obedience isn’t peripheral to God’s plan but is central to how others experience 
blessing.  

We see then that both faith and obedience have an important part to play in how God 
makes Abraham his launching pad to bless all nations and fulfill his mission for the world. 
Faith receives the promise and relationship with God, obedience lives out and shares that 
promise with others in order to be a blessing for others.  
 As we turn to the New Testament we see that God’s dealings with Abraham is central 
to God’s Gospel story and mission for the world.  Matthew’s gospel is framed my God’s promise 
to Abraham to bless all nations. The Gospel opens with, “The book of the genealogy of Jesus 
Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham.” And instead of tracing his genealogy back to 
Adam like Luke does and his Gospel, Matthew begins Jesus’ lineage with Abraham. Why? 
Certainly Matthew wants to show how Jesus is the fulfillment of Old Testament scriptures and 
is Israel’s messiah. But in addition to these claims we see that Matthew wants us to see Jesus 
specifically as the seed of Abraham who brings universal blessings. In Matthew 28 the 
resurrected Jesus says, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go 
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And 
behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”  Notice how Jesus commission to go to all 
nations. This is certainly an echo of God’s promise to Abraham that in him all nations will be 
blessed. The time of that universal blessing has come with the death and resurrection of Jesus 
who has brought salvation through the forgiveness of sins. Jesus’ commission is as the 
incarnate Yahweh who just like with Abraham, will mediate his gracious gift of blessing as his 
disciples trust in him and embody and teach others to embody a life of faithful obedience.  



 The letters of Paul to the Galatians and Romans also highlights the fulfillment of God’s 
promise to Abraham to bring ultimate blessing to the nations through Jesus.  
Paul writes in his letter to the Galatians, “Know then that it is those of faith who are the sons of 
Abraham. And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached 
the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, “In you shall all the nations be blessed.” So then, 
those who are of faith are blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith.” The gospel in 
advance, says Paul! God’s mission to bless all nations means figuring out how we are actually 
part of Abraham’s family. And Paul is clear; we are blessed as part of Abraham’s family 
through faith in Abraham’s ultimate seed, Jesus, who brought worldwide blessing to all by 
becoming the embodiment of God’s curses on the cross.  
 In Romans Paul describes his apostolic ministry as given by Jesus himself, “to bring 
about the obedience of faith for the sake of his name among all the nations, including you who 
are called to belong to Jesus Christ.” Again all the elements of God’s promise to Abraham is 
there—blessing to the nations, fulfilled in Abraham’s seed who is Jesus and the participation in 
that blessing through faith which results in obedience. In short, as bible scholar Christopher 
Wright says, Paul wants the Christian community to look like Abraham’s family and 
characterized by Abraham’s faith and obedience.  
 Again we see that with Jesus as the fulfillment of God’s aim, God’s story to bless a 
cursed world is launched with Abraham with his family included as a means of blessing the 
nations. As part of Abraham’s family of faith having been blessed by God in Jesus, we now are 
included to be faithful mediators to bless the world, which does not yet know Jesus. Just like 
Abraham, we are also chosen not for ourselves but for others! Lets share that blessing we have 
received in Jesus! 

For next time we are going to turn to the book of Exodus to see God’s story and mission 
move forward by redeeming his people from slavery in Egypt and how our experience of God’s 
redemption helps us live out and declare his mission to others! God bless!   

 
Discussion Questions: 
 

1.Are you comfortable talking about being obedient to God? Why or 
why not? How can we recapture the concept of being obedient to God 
while keeping it in its proper relationship to salvation by grace through 
faith? 

 
2.By looking at Abraham as a model for following God, what can we say 
about the relationship of faith and obedience? 
 
3.How does God use our obedience to carry out His Mission for the 
world? 
 
4.In the story of Abraham in Genesis 12-25, how does Abraham learn 
the way of the Lord and justice and righteousness? In our life with God, 
where do we learn the way of the Lord and justice and righteousness? 
 
5.Where do we see our congregation committed to learning and 
teaching the way of the Lord and justice and righteousness to be part of 
God’s trajectory of blessing? How can we continue to do better? 



6.How does Jesus’ great commission in Matthew 28  to the story of 
Abraham, and in way ways does the story of Abraham help us to fill up 
Jesus great commission for us as his disciples in mission? 
 

For Further Exploration 
 
 
Passages for further reflection: Genesis 12:1-3, 15:1-20, 17:1-14, 22:1-19, 28:1-
10;Isaiah 19:16-25; Jeremiah 4:1-2; Psalm 67; John 8:39-59; Acts 3:17-26; Romans 
4, 9-11; Galatians 3:7-9, 15-18, 4:21-31; Hebrews 11:8-22; James 2:14-26; 
Revelation  

For Next Time: 
 
 
Skim Exodus 1-15. Focus on chapters 3, 6, and 15. 


