
 

 

Exodus 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Journey in Learning 

To Know and Trust Yahweh 
 

(All Scriptures cited in this study are taken from the NIV translation unless otherwise noted) 
 

© Bill Cullen 

 

 
 
 



 
Heilsgeschichte: The Development and Unfolding of Covenant Theology 

 

Galatians 3:17 (NIV) 
17  

What I mean is this: The law, introduced 430 years later, does not set aside the covenant previously 
established by God and thus do away with the promise. 

 

Pre-Patriarchal Period 
 

 God created everything good—in Genesis 1 we see the power of God, in Genesis 2 we see God as one who is intimately and 
lovingly involved with His creation. 

 People were created in the image of God, namely, with the capacity to experience and enjoy a love/trust relationship with 
God in a way that no other aspect of creation can. 

 God’s one criticism of His creation was that “it is not good for man to be alone” (Genesis 2:18). God created us to experience 
and enjoy a love/trust relationship not only with Him, but also with each other. 

 So love would be real and not forced, God gave people free will. This meant people could reject or deny His love and in 
distrust of His love commit overt acts of sin. Such distrust broke the specialness of our being created in His image and it broke 
our relationship with Him. 

 Thus Adam and Eve’s first sin was not trusting in God’s love (listening to the serpent’s suggestion that God was holding out on 
them). This distrust then resulted in a more overt act of disobedience (eating the forbidden fruit). But it was distrust in God’s 
love that was the original sin; eating the fruit was merely the consequence of this sin (Genesis 3). 

 Sin had its consequence (death, pain in childbirth, hard work, leaving the Garden), but God in His love would not let sin be the 
last word (Genesis 3). He in loving grace would come to people and give them a new opportunity to trust in His demonstrated 
love, and thus their love/trust relationship with Him that had been broken would be restored. Distrust in God’s love breaks 
relationship with God; only by trusting in God’s love, as fully revealed to us, and demonstrated in Jesus, is that relationship 
restored  (John 3:16; John 14:6; Romans 5:6-8; Ephesians 2:8-9; Romans 14:23; Hebrews 11:6; 1 John 5:3-5). 

 Thus we get the promise of One, the Seed of the woman, who would crush the serpent’s head, although the serpent would 
bruise His heel (the first Divine Covenant and promise of a Savior which would be realized in Jesus—Genesis 3:15). 

 From Adam and Eve sin (distrust in God and His love that resulted in acts of disobedience) spread. It spread first to their 
offspring Cain (Genesis 4) and eventually to the total corruption of the whole world during the time of Noah (Genesis 6) and 
again at the Tower of Babel (Genesis 11). God’s justice could not ignore sin, but His mercy would not let sin be the last word. 
God would eventually pay the penalty for all sin through the sufferings and death of Jesus (Romans 3:24-25; 1 John 2:2). In the 
meantime, He would discipline sinners. Discipline is God responding to sin a way that teaches His human creations, whom He 
dearly loved, the seriousness of their disobedience and the wisdom of trusting Him and His loving and perfect ways (John 
14:15; John 15:9-11; Romans 1:5; Hebrews 12:5-11; 1 John 4:19). 

 

Patriarchal Period 
 

 God put His plan for people’s eternal well-being (heilsgeschichte) in motion with the call of Abraham (Genesis 12:1-3). God 
called Abraham not because Abraham was good. Abraham was a sinner like everyone else, and all indications are that he was 
probably an idolater like everyone else when God called him (Joshua 24:2-3). God’s call of Abraham tells us more about the 
character of God, than it does about the character of Abraham. God is loving and faithful, desiring “all people to be saved” (2 
Peter 1:4; 1 Timothy 2:4; 1 John 2:2). God needed someone to work out His plan of salvation and Abraham was as good as 
anyone, no better and no worse. 

 God took the initiative and made a Covenant of Divine Commitment with Abraham. He came to Abraham, rather than 
Abraham coming to Him. Abraham responded to God’s communication and revelation. It needs to be firmly understood that 
Abraham’s faith was a response to God’s revelation and act of love/grace in coming to Abraham. We need to further recognize 
that it was a weak response/a weak faith at best. 

 For somewhere between 25- and 40-years Abraham continually demonstrated a shallow and struggling faith. Twice he tried to 
pass his wife off as his sister to save his own hide (Genesis 12 & 20). He complained to God about having to adopt a son 
(Genesis 15). He had an illegitimate son (Genesis 16). And in Genesis 17 he outright laughed at God at the thought of having a 
son in his old age. But God faithfully and persistently in love for Abraham and for all humanity (for through Abraham’s 
descendants would come the savior for all humankind) continued to demonstrate His love and faithfulness. God thus won 
Abraham trust—a response of faith which resulted in obedience (Genesis 22; Romans 1:5). 

 For Isaac everything seemed to come pretty easy, and although we do not get a long narrative of his life in Scripture, we do 
find that he learned mixed messages at his father’s knee. He learned faith (Genesis 22). However, he also learned self-
preservation rather than complete trust in God, as he too tried to pass his wife off as his sister (Genesis 26).  



 God would not be deterred from His heilsgeschichte and continued in loving faithfulness to His Divine Commitment through 
Isaac’s son Jacob. Jacob, like all our supposed Biblical heroes and heroines, experienced his own struggles, a slow growth in 
faith in God’s love and faithfulness, and a slow growth in his own faith-filled responses to our loving God. 

 Jacob as an opportunist took advantage of his brother’s hunger (Genesis 25) and later deceived his father to get his brother’s 
blessing (Genesis 27) resulting in his having to flee for his life (sin has its natural consequences or price, leaving its scars). Jacob 
with his struggle to learn faith-filled obedience also has trouble instilling loving and obedient behavior in his wife and children. 
Rachel stole her father’s household gods—suggesting she still had some faith in them (Genesis 31). Simeon and Levi 
slaughtered a whole town of men because one man raped their sister Dinah (Genesis 34). Reuben slept with his father’s 
concubine (Genesis 35). Nine of Joseph’s ten older brothers sold him into slavery (Genesis 37). And Judah (from whose line 
Jesus would eventually be born) unknowingly slept with his daughter-in-law while thinking she is a temple prostitute—
suggesting he worshipped other gods (Genesis 38). Yet God in love remained faithful/trustworthy to His Covenant of Divine 
Commitment, continuing to care for Jacob and his family and to work out His heilsgeschichte.  

 

The Exodus & Wilderness Wanderings 
 

 God’s chosen people (chosen to be a blessing to the nations—Genesis 12:3) began to suffer in Egypt and cried out for help 
(Exodus 1). God in loving faithfulness heard and responded to their cry. God responded to their cries even though they may 
not have specifically cried to Him. During their sojourn in Egypt they had come to believe not only in the God of their fathers 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, but also had come to acknowledge some of the gods of the Egyptians (Exodus 32:1). 

 God prepared and called Moses to be His instrument of deliverance (Exodus 2). Again, God does this not because of how good 
Moses was. When God first came to Moses, Moses it would appear wasn’t even sure which god it was that had called him 
(Exodus 3:13). And Moses presented numerous excuses as to why God should get someone else (Exodus 4:1; Exodus 4:10; 
Exodus 4:13). God called Moses because He (God) is loving and faithful, because of His Divine Commitment (Genesis 12:3). 

 Through a series of plagues God demonstrated His superiority over the supposed Egyptian gods and that He alone is the true 
God of the universe (Exodus 7-12). 

 In the final plague of Passover, God delivered Israel from the hand of Pharaoh (Exodus 11-12). This preambles the painful way 
that He would eventually deliver humanity from all sin, death, and the power of the devil, namely, through the paschal lamb, 
the sacrificial suffering and death of His own Son (John 1:29).  

 Moses assisted by his brother and sister Aaron and Miriam, and his right-hand-man Joshua led the children of Israel (and 
others—demonstrating God’s love for all people—Exodus 12:37-37) out of Egypt, and experienced again God’s love, 
faithfulness, and deliverance at the Red Sea (Exodus 14). 

 God now asked His people to covenant back to Him in light of His demonstrated love and faithfulness to Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob and their descendants for the past 430 years (Galatians 3:17) and in light of their deliverance from Egypt. This covenant 
of responsive trust is reflected in the Sinai Covenant, a covenant of Human Obligation. They would demonstrate their trust in 
Him—in His love, His wisdom, and His power—through their obedience to this covenant. Obedience to the covenant would 
result in blessings and disobedience would result in discipline. (Note:  Discipline is not punishment. Punishment is making 
people pay. Jesus would do the paying for all sin. Discipline, which although frequently involves many of the same acts as 
punishment, and is painful, is not done to make people pay but to help them become. It is to be seen as training or correction 
done in love: in order that we might learn, continue to become, and thus be better able to enjoy the ways of our loving God 
(Leviticus 26; John 15:9-11; Hebrews 12:5-11). 

 The Israelites, as are most of us, were slow learners and demonstrated struggles in faith and faith-filled obedience throughout 
their wilderness wanderings (Exodus 14:10-12; Exodus 16:2-3; Exodus 17:2-3; Exodus 32:1-8; Numbers 11:1; Numbers 11:4-6; 
Numbers 13:30-14:4; Numbers 20:2-4; Numbers 21:4-5; Numbers 25:1-3). Yet, God remained faithful, disciplined His people as 
was necessary for their good, but brought them safely to the promised land (Deuteronomy 8:3-4,17-18). 

 

The Conquest and Period of the Judges 
 

 Joshua led the Children of Israel into the Promised Land, and at Jericho was assisted by Rahab, a Gentile prostitute, an 
ancestor of Jesus, demonstrating again God’s love for all people. 

 God, knowing the Israelites shallowness of faith and that foreigners who worship pagan gods would be a snare to them, 
ordered the complete annihilation of the inhabitants of the land. This ordering was to enable the Israelites to mature in faith 
unhindered, and that God’s heilsgeschichte for all humanity might best and most easily be accomplished. 

 The Israelites, resulting from their partial obedience (not annihilating all the inhabitants and therefore not becoming firmly 
rooted and established in their faith) would continue to be led astray by the pagan gods of those inhabitants throughout their 
history. 

 This set up the cycle in Judges of rebellion against God, retribution (discipline) by God, repentance of the people, and 
restoration by God. This cycle continued throughout Judges, throughout Israel’s history, and throughout the history of the 
church and even throughout our own lives as we struggle with being in the world, but not of the world (John 17:15-18). 



 In Judges God raised up charismatic (spirit-filled) leaders to deliver His people (notably: Deborah, Gideon, Jephthah, and 
Samson) only to have the people revert to pagan practices when the charismatic leader died. 

 
 
The United Kingdom 
 

 Israel’s last judge, who also serviced as a prophet and priest, was Samuel (1 Samuel 3:20; 1 Samuel 7:15; 1 Chronicles 6:27). 

 The Israelites continued to demonstrate their childishness and lack of maturity by asking Samuel for a king like the other 
nations, thus rejecting God as their king (1 Samuel 8:4-7). 

 Samuel at God’s instructions grudgingly gave them a king but warned them that having such a king would be more than they 
had bargained for (1 Samuel 8:9-20). 

 Saul, the first king, upon becoming king increasingly lost sight of God, God’s will, and God’s ways (1 Samuel 13:8-14; 1 Samuel 
15:3-11; 1 Samuel 18:8-11; 1 Samuel 19-10; 1 Samuel 20:32-33; 1 Samuel 28:5-19). 

 David, Saul’s successor, God described as “a man after My own heart,” (1 Samuel 13:14; Acts 13:22) even though David too 
was a flagrant sinner (2 Samuel 11; 1 Kings 2:2-9). God’s heart is a heart of mercy, of love (Hosea 6:6; Luke 6:36). David was a 
man after God’s own heart even though he was as sinful as any, because rather than despairing of God’s love and mercy, or 
trying to win God’s love and mercy; he simply trusted in/had faith in God’s love, His mercy, His heart, and he threw himself 
upon it. This attitude, faith, and confidence delights God as in the story of the prodigal son (Luke 15). 

 Solomon, David’s son, although being blessed by God with wisdom, fame, and wealth, allowed himself to become distracted 
and led astray through his wives and his involvement with the people and the ways of the world, even to the point of building 
high places to foreign gods (1 Kings 11:1-8). Yet, God in His unceasing love would not allow even this sin to deter Him from 
remaining faithful to His heilsgeschichte and Covenant of Divine Commitment (Jeremiah 31:3; Hebrews 12:2). 

 
Divided Kingdom & Judah Alone 
 

 After Solomon died his son Rehoboam rather than seeking the counsel of God, sought the counsel of his friends. His friends 
advised him to use his power as king for his personal ends and increase the abuse of the Children of Israel through taxation 
and forced labor, even beyond what Rehoboam’s father Solomon had imposed (fulfilling the warning of Samuel concerning 
kings – 1 Samuel 8). This led the ten northern tribes to rebel under the leadership of Jeroboam (1 Kings 12). 

 Jeroboam, in order to keep the people of the Northern Kingdom from going to Jerusalem to worship, led them astray by 
building high places with golden calves at Dan and Bethel (1Kings 12). This confused the worship of God with that of pagan 
gods, thus consciously or unconsciously promoting idolatry. All of the succeeding kings of Israel (the Northern 
Kingdom/Israel/Samaria) in 1

st
 and 2

nd
 Kings are labeled as evil because they continued this practice “walking in the sins of 

Jeroboam.” 

 God, time and again through the prophets, tried to get Israel to repent (in faith to turn back to Him, trusting in His love/mercy, 
wisdom, and power, and demonstrating that trust through obedience to the Covenant of Human Obligation—e.g. Jeremiah 
3:12-15, 22). Israel/the Northern Kingdom, however, refused to repent and finally was destroyed as a kingdom by the 
Assyrians in 722 BC. It would never again rise as a kingdom separate from the Jews. Chief among the kings of the Northern 
Kingdom were Jeroboam I, Omri, Ahab, and Jeroboam II.  The main prophets to the Northern Kingdom were Elijah, Elisha, 
Hosea, Amos, and Micah. 

 The Southern Kingdom/Judah had a mixture of good and bad kings. God who was fully committed to His Covenant of Divine 
Commitment for all humanity through Abraham’s, Judah’s and David’s line continued to work out His heilsgeschichte as 
promised (Genesis 12:3; Luke 2:32; 1 Timothy 2:4). As He had with Israel, God sent prophets to Judah. Although Judah did not 
respond a whole lot better than Israel did, God would not let go of His commitment and heilsgeschichte for all—Jew, Israelite, 
and Gentile. God would discipline His people through the Babylonian exile and captivity which began in 597 BC, but He also 
would remain their God and He would bring His promise to fruition (Leviticus 26; Isaiah 9:6-7; Isaiah 53; Jeremiah 29:11-14; 
Jeremiah 31:31-34; Jeremiah 46:27-28; Micah 4:2-5; Micah 5:2-5). Chief among the good kings of Judah were Hezekiah and 
Josiah who sought to bring about extensive reforms. The chief prophets to the Southern Kingdom were Isaiah, Jeremiah, 
Micah, Habakkuk, and Zephaniah. 

 The chief message of the prophets during 1
st

 and 2
nd

 Kings was a call to repentance. It was a call for obedience to the Sinai 
Covenant, an obedience that stemmed from faith in God’s Divine Covenant of love and mercy (Romans 1:5; 1 John 5:3-5). It 
was a call to return to the God who had demonstrated Himself to be faithful in the lives of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, in the 
Exodus, and in the life of David (Jeremiah 3:12-15,22; Hosea 6:1-6; Hosea 7:13-14; Hosea 11:8-9; Hosea 12:6; Hosea 14:1-4, 
Joel 2:12-14; Micah 6:8; Micah 7:18-20; Romans 1:5; Romans 12:1; Galatians 5:6). 

 

Exilic and Post-Exilic 
 

 Ezekiel and Daniel were God’s main prophets of the exile, each with his own special message to a people who were experiencing 
the Lord’s discipline.  



 Ezekiel was at first concerned that the people understood the seriousness of their behavior and lack of trust, and that they took 
responsibility for the consequences they were experiencing (Ezekiel 2:3-7; Ezekiel 3:7-8; Ezekiel 16; Ezekiel 18:18-32; Ezekiel 22:7-
12,26-29; Ezekiel 24:13-14; Ezekiel 33:23-32). 

 Ezekiel was concerned the people understood God was not interested in punishment, but merely in the people’s repentance 
(Ezekiel 18:21-24; Ezekiel 33:11-16). 

 Finally, Ezekiel was concerned the people understood that God was anxious to restore, and He would restore when they turned to 
Him with an obedience that stemmed from faith in God’s love, wisdom, and power (Ezekiel 34; Ezekiel 36:24-38; Ezekiel 37:1-14; 
Romans 1:5). 

 Daniel was concerned that the people remain faithful and not compromise in the face of adversity (Daniel 3; Daniel 6). He also 
demonstrated the fruits of obedience that stems from faith. 

 For seventy years the Jews experienced God’s discipline in exile. During this time they learned the seriousness with which God took 
the Sinai Covenant and people’s obedience to it, and they learned the oneness of God. After these seventy years of learning God 
moved Cyrus the King of Persia to allow the Jews who wished to return to Jerusalem to do so under the leadership of Zerubbabel, 
who became the governor of the Jews. 

 Following Zerubbabel as governor was Nehemiah. Ezra was a scribe and priest during this time. Under Nehemiah’s leadership the 
walls of Jerusalem were restored and various reforms were introduced in keeping with the Book of Moses (the Pentateuch).  

 Ezra was concerned with the rebuilding of the temple and also with teaching the people the law and with the people’s strict 
obedience to it. The Babylonian exile and the renewed focus on the law and the temple after the exile began to set the stage for 
the rise of the two dominate Jewish sects found in the Gospels—the Pharisees and the Sadducees. 

 The chief prophets of the post-exilic period were Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi. 
 

The Message of the New Testament in Relationship with the Old 
 

 Distrust in God’s love breaks our relationship with God. Trust in God’s love allows us to once again experience and enjoy that relationship 
(John 3:16; Acts 16:31; Romans 14:23; Hebrews 11:6). 

 God loves everyone unconditionally (Covenant of Divine Commitment); however, we do not always trust in this love, and without trust we 
are unable to experience the full joy and benefits of God’s love (John 15:9-11; 1 John 2:1-2; 1 John 5:3-5). Without trust, the relationship 
is still broken and the purpose for which we were specially created in His image is unrealized. 

 Because of our situation, namely that we are sinners and the consequence of sin is death, and because we distrust God’s love; God being 
both just and merciful had to do two things—both of which He accomplishes through Jesus. First, He had to settle accounts, not by 
ignoring our sin, but by Himself paying for it (Exodus 34:6; 2 Corinthians 5:21), thus satisfying both His justice and His mercy (Romans 
3:23-25; Jeremiah 31:3). Secondly, He has to be able to communicate that love to us in such a way that we would no longer deny it, thus 
awaking in us a faith in Him and in His love (John 1:12-13; Ephesians 2:8-9; Hebrews 12:2). We don’t come to faith in a vacuum. We come 
to faith through God’s clear communication and the demonstration of His love (John 1:1,14-18; Romans 10:14-17; Romans 5:6-8; Hebrews 
1:1-3). Just as it was with Abraham, faith is like a reflex response to God’s stimulating communication—for us, this stimulation comes 
through Word and Sacrament ministry.  

 Our faith response to God, as we trust in His love, His wisdom, and His power, is obedience—a Covenant of Human Obligation (John 
14:15; Romans 1:5; Galatians 5:6; Romans 12:1-2; James 1:27; James 2:26; 1 John 4:19). This faith response is not like the righteousness of 
the Pharisees who sought to earn their place with God, which can never be done. Rather, it is a righteousness (being in a right relationship 
with God) that stems from who He is and what He has done (Matthew 5:17-20; 1 Corinthians 1:29-31; Ephesians 2:8-9; Hebrews 12:2; 2 
Peter 1:3). We do, not in order to receive; rather we do, because we have already received so very much. 

 The will of God, which we now pursue, is a life of love—loving Him and others even as He has loved us. In this world this means we most 
fully love Him by loving others (1 John 4:19-21; Matthew 22:37-40; Matthew 25:34-40; Mark 10:42-45; John 13:12-17; John 13:34-35; 
Galatians 5:6,13-14; Ephesians 2:10; 1 Thessalonians 4:9-10; James 1:27; James 2:26; 1 John 3:16-18). 

 It also means being His ambassadors of reconciliation one to others. As His ambassadors we communicate to all we meet God’s 
unconditional love for them in and through the person of Jesus. And we communicate how through this unconditional love of Christ they 
too can be transformed into His precious and loving disciples and the inheritors of eternal life (Matthew 28:19; Acts 1:8; Romans 10:14-
17; 2 Corinthians 5:17-21; Colossians 1:24; 1 John 1:1-4). 

 Only through faith in God’s demonstrated love in the person of Jesus do we become His new creation and have our relationship restored 
with Him—to what it was with Adam and Eve before the fall. By His grace (the work of Christ) which we experience and enjoy through 
faith (the work of the Spirit), we are this day and each new day recreated and fully restored (John 14:6; Romans 6:3-4; 2 Corinthians 5:17). 
Amen. 

Check out the You Tube Videos Produced by the Bible Project 
https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/exodus-1-18/  

https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/exodus-19-40/  
Moses (The Bible Collection, 1995) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ojobVFXzNAg  

 
 

https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/exodus-1-18/
https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/exodus-19-40/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ojobVFXzNAg


 
God Reveals 

Revelation 
 
      Holy Spirit 
                                          

            Inspires 

       Scripture 
                                                              Holy Spirit 
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Dogma 
 

      Holy Spirit 
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Doctrine 
 
      Holy Spirit 

 
 
Inspires 

Local Preaching  
and Teaching   Holy Spirit 

 
 
Inspires 

 

Personal Belief 
 

While “I BELIEVE” Scripture is infallible; all that follow (interpretations) are not. The further removed from Scripture, 
the more room there is for error and distortions. It is possible, however, on any given point, a “personal belief” of an 
individual, based on and flowing out of Scripture, might be more accurate than a particular local teaching, doctrinal 
statement of a denomination, or even a dogma. Thus, it is possible a “personal belief” could be a correcting influence 
on a teaching, doctrine, or dogma (e.g. from a Protestant perspective, Luther, and the Reformation).  
  

           © Bill Cullen, 1994 



 
God Seeks to Make a CASE – Through Scripture God Seeks to… 

 

CASE = Convict us of our sin  
         Assure us of grace and forgiveness 

              Stretch us for growth 
         Empower us for action 

 

2 Timothy 3:15-17 
“Make Us Wise for Salvation” – “Teach, Rebuke, Correct, Train” – “Thoroughly Equipped for Every Good Work” 

 

(TEACH – God’s objective will; REBUKE – expose where we’re out of alignment;  
CORRECT – show us how to get into alignment; TRAIN – develop Jesus’ character in us through repetition) 

 

(LAW—God Expects/Requires: As Curb = Guardrail; As Mirror = Reveals sin; As Map = Guide  
GOSPEL—God Does: As Invitation = Promise Made; As Assurance = Promise Confirmed; As Empowerment = Promise Experienced)  

 

In discussion it can be helpful to do five things: (Dr. Thomas Groome) 
 

 Name (identify) our current biases, that is, our particular slant or perspective on the issue being discussed. 

 Do Critical reflection – personally identify why each of us has the bias we hold. 

 Hear the Christian Story – the Church’s bias (includes Scripture, Church history and traditions) on the issue being discussed. 

(Scripture is inerrant, the Church’s story isn’t equally so as the Church’s story involves human interpretation.) 

 Seek to Understand, Integrate, & Grow – in a respectful way bring our various biases into dialogue with each other. Thus, we 

allow our biases to respectfully challenge one another, affirm one another, correct one another, etc. (frequently involves 

assimilation [reinterpreting or ignoring experience or data in light of the scheme] and/or accommodation [modifying the 

scheme or developing a new scheme in order to accommodate the data]. 

 Vision & Respond – identify 

our new, revised, or renewed 

bias which will shape our beliefs, 

values, decisions, and 

behaviors. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Christian Shared Praxis Developed by Dr. Thomas Groome 
 

 "A teacher’s/facilitator’s first responsibility is not to answer questions but to help students identify and articulate their questions 
so that they the students choose to actively seek answers and have something upon which to attach answers." – Bill Cullen 



 "In education, especially in the education of senior high youth and adults, it is not our purpose to tell people what they 'should' 

think, feel, believe, value, or do. Rather, our purpose is to give people data or information that 'makes' them think or rethink 

about what they think, feel, believe, value and do." – Bill Cullen 

© Bill Cullen, 2015 

 
 

Generic Bible Study Guide 
 

"The Bible is alive, it speaks to me; it has feet, it runs after me;  
it has hands, it lays hold of me." – Martin Luther 

 
 
 
 

 

“Speak Lord, Your Servant Is Listening” (1 Samuel 3:10). 
 

Underline or highlight words you find particularly significant in the passages. 
As they apply, complete the sentence stems below: (feel free to be selective)  

 

1. The audience addressed & the context of the passage(s), both historically and within the chapter, 
suggest… 

2. A common denominator that seems to run through many of the passages is…. 
3. A related or some related Scripture passage(s) that come to mind are…. 
4. These passages seem to align or not align with the historical teaching of church of or in… 
5. These passages seem to align or not align with contemporary society’s thinking of or in…  
6. These passages would have me understand my vocation of loving my neighbor to mean…. 
7. A new or renewed thought for me is…. 
8. In at least one verse, something I found to be unique, surprising and/or challenging is….  
9. As I reflect upon these passages, a question I have is…. 
10. If God is serious here and means for me to take these passages seriously,…. 
11. In light of these passages “living a life worthy of my calling/vocation” means…. 
12. In the light of what God is telling/showing me in these passages I think, feel, and/or believe…. 
13. In and by the empowering grace of God I will…. 

 

If through a passage you feel God… (explain). 
 

i. convicting you, --------------------------------------------------------------- mark it “C.” 
ii. disturbing you, --------------------------------------------------------------- mark it “D.” 

iii. inspiring or challenging you, ----------------------------------------------- mark it  “I.” 
iv. forgiving and/or comforting you, ---------------------------------------- mark it “F.” 
v. guiding you, giving you direction, --------------------------------------- mark it “G.” 

vi. sending or commissioning you for mission or service, ------------- mark it “S.” 

 To/for whom or what are you being sent ______________________ 
vii. empowering you, ------------------------------------------------------------ mark it “E.” 

viii. The passage that is the most meaningful for you today------------        mark it *. 
 

God Seeks to Make a CASE 
Through Scripture God Seeks to… (2 Tim 3:15-17) 

(make/birth—teach—rebuke—correct—train) 
 

        CASE = Convict us of our sin  

                     Assure us of His grace and forgiveness 
                     Stretch us for growth (transformation) 
                     Empower us for action 
 



 
Bill Cullen’s Goals in and for Bible study: 

1. Participants experience the presence and touch of 
God.  

2. Participants leave wanting to return. 
3. Participants leave wanting to respond to God’s 

touch. 
4. Participants experience being a part of the Body of 

Christ. 
5. Participants gain some sort of Biblical knowledge 

and/or insight. 
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Exodus Overview 
By Chuck Swindoll 

 

Who wrote the book? 
 

As with Genesis, early Jewish traditions name Moses as the most likely and best qualified person to have authored Exodus. 
This theory is supported by a number of factors. Moses’s unique education in the royal courts of Egypt certainly provided 

him the opportunity and ability to pen these works (Acts 7:22). Internal evidence (material found within the text of 
Exodus itself ) adds support for Moses’s authorship. Many conversations, events, and geographical details could be known 
only by an eyewitness or participant. For example, the text reads: “Moses then wrote down everything the Lord had said,” 

(Exodus 24:4 NIV). Additionally, other biblical books refer to “the law of Moses” ( Joshua 1:7; 1 Kings 2:3), indicating 

that Exodus, which includes rules and regulations, was written by Moses. Jesus Himself introduced a quote from Exodus 

20:12 and 21:17 with the words, “For Moses said” (Mark 7:10), confirming His own understanding of the book’s author. 
The title “Exodus” comes from the Septuagint, which derived it from the primary event found in the book, the deliverance 
from slavery and “exodus” or departure of the Israelite nation out of Egypt by the hand of Yahweh, the God of their 
forefathers. 

 
Where are we? 
 

Exodus begins in the Egyptian region called Goshen. The people then traveled out of Egypt and, it is traditionally believed, 
moved toward the southern end of the Sinai Peninsula. They camped at Mount Sinai, where Moses received God’s 
commandments. 
 

The book covers a period of approximately eighty years, from shortly before Moses’s birth (c. 1526 BC) to the events that 
occurred at Mount Sinai in 1446 BC. 

 
Why is Exodus so important? 
 

In Exodus we witness God beginning to fulfill His promises to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Though the children of Israel were 
enslaved in a foreign land, God miraculously and dramatically delivered them to freedom. He then established Israel as a 
theocratic nation under His covenant with Moses on Mount Sinai. The ten plagues, the Passover, the parting of the Red 
Sea, the fearsome majesty of God’s presence at Mount Sinai, the giving of the Ten Commandments, the building of the 
tabernacle . . . these events from Exodus are foundational to the Jewish faith. And they provide crucial background context 
to help future readers of Scripture understand the entire Bible’s message of redemption. The frequency of references to 
Exodus by various biblical writers, and even Jesus’s own words, testify to its importance. 
 
What's the big idea? 
 

The overall theme of Exodus is redemption—how God delivered the Israelites and made them His special people. After He 
rescued them from slavery, God provided the Law, which gave instructions on how the people could be consecrated or 
made holy. He established a system of sacrifice, which guided them in appropriate worship behavior. Just as significantly, 
God provided detailed directions on the building of His tabernacle, or tent. He intended to live among the Israelites and 

manifest His shekinah glory (Exodus 40:34–35)—another proof that they were indeed His people. 
The Mosaic Covenant, unveiled initially through the Decalogue (Ten Commandments), provides the foundation for the 
beliefs and practices of Judaism, from common eating practices to complex worship regulations. Through the Law, God 
says that all of life relates to God. Nothing is outside His jurisdiction. 
 

How do I apply this? 
 

Like the Israelites who left Egypt, all believers in Christ are redeemed and consecrated to God. Under the Mosaic Covenant, 
people annually sacrificed unblemished animals according to specific regulations in order to have their sins covered, or 
borne, by that animal. The author of the New Testament book of Hebrews tells us, “But those sacrifices are an annual 

reminder of sins, because it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins” (Hebrews 10:3–4 NIV). 
Jesus’s sacrifice on the cross fulfilled the Law. As the perfect Lamb of God, He took away our sin permanently when He 
sacrificed Himself on our behalf. “We have been made holy through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ once for all” 
(10:10 NIV). 

https://biblia.com/bible/nlt/Acts%207.22
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Exod%2024.4
https://biblia.com/bible/nlt/Josh%201.7
https://biblia.com/bible/nlt/1%20Kings%202.3
https://biblia.com/bible/nlt/Exod%2020.12
https://biblia.com/bible/nlt/Exod%2020.12
https://biblia.com/bible/nlt/Exodus%2021.17
https://biblia.com/bible/nlt/Mark%207.10
https://biblia.com/bible/nlt/Exod%2040.34%E2%80%9335
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Heb%2010.3%E2%80%934
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Introduction to Exodus 
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/course/introduction-to-exodus/#author-date 

 

Author & Date 
Author 
Exodus is the second of the first five books of the OT, which are referred to collectively as either “Torah” (“law,” 
“instruction” in Hb.) or “Pentateuch” (“five-volumed” in Gk.). The English title “Exodus” is taken from the Septuagint 
and the Greek noun exodos, “a going out” or “departure,” the major event of the first half of the book, in which the 
Lord brings Israel out of Egypt. The Hebrew title, “Names,” is taken from the first line of the text, “These are the names 
of the sons of Israel who came to Egypt with Jacob” (Ex. 1:1). 
 

The authorship and composition of the book of Exodus cannot be taken in isolation from the rest of the 
Torah/Pentateuch. The shape of the book of Exodus bears this out as it opens with a list of names referring to 
characters and events narrated in the book of Genesis (Ex. 1:1–6) and closes with an assembled tabernacle that is 
filled with the glory of the Lord (Ex. 40:34–38) without Israel having received full instructions for how they are to 
serve the Lord in it (see Lev. 1:1ff.). For further discussion of these matters in relation to what have traditionally been 
referred to as “the five books of Moses,” see the ESV Study Bible Introduction to the Pentateuch, pp. 35–37. 
 

Like most books of the OT, Exodus does not explicitly refer to its authorship or composition as a book. However, its 
genre and content have traditionally led to the conclusion that it was written by Moses as an authoritative record 
both of its events and of the covenant instruction that the Lord revealed through him. While the reasons for this 
assessment of Exodus include the explicit references to Moses either writing (see Ex. 24:4; 34:28) or being 
commanded to write (see Ex. 17:14), they are not exhausted by it. The genre of Exodus is typically understood to be 
“historical narrative” since it presents the material as events, speeches, and covenant instructions that took place in 
Israel’s history. As a narrative, the book of Exodus focuses on specific aspects of the history in order to emphasize 
certain points for its intended audience (something that all narrative about historical events necessarily does, even if 
merely through what it selects as important). Exodus emphasizes throughout the book that Yahweh (the LORD; see 
ESV Study Bible notes on Ex. 3:14; 3:15) has remembered his covenant with Israel, will bring them out of Egypt, and 
will instruct them on how to live as his people as he dwells in their midst. Integral to this emphasis is the way Exodus 
also shows that Yahweh has chosen to reveal his purposes, lead his people out of Egypt, and instruct them on how 
they are to live, through Moses. Thus, while Moses probably did not write everything in the Pentateuch (e.g., the 
narrative of his death in Deuteronomy 34), and while there also appears to be language and references that have 
been updated for later readers, the book of Exodus is best read as recorded and composed primarily by Moses. 
 

Date 
The date of Israel’s exodus from Egypt is the primary chronological problem for Exodus; the book contains few clues to 
solve it. While the narrative refers to the cities that the people of Israel were building in Egypt (Pithom and Raamses, Ex. 
1:11) and the length of their time in Egypt (430 years, Ex. 12:40), it does not include the names of any of the kings of 
Egypt to which it refers (nor does the book of Genesis record the name of the pharaoh “who knew Joseph”; cf. Ex. 1:8). 
The content of the book clearly indicates that the exodus and its time of year are important for Israel’s identity since 
Israel’s calendar was reoriented around the month in which they came out of Egypt (12:2), but Exodus refers to these 
events as if its hearers/readers were familiar with them and thus selects and shapes the details of the account in accord 
with its communicative purpose. 
 

As indicated in the article on the date of the exodus (ESV Study Bible, p. 33), some scholars, working from the figure 
of 480 years (1 Kings 6:1) for the time since the exodus to Solomon’s fourth year (c. 966 B.C.), calculate a date of c. 
1446 B.C. for Israel’s departure from Egypt. Others, because Exodus 1:11 depicts Israel working on a city called 
Raamses, argue that this points to the exodus occurring during the reign of Raamses II in Egypt (c. 1279–1213 B.C.), 
possibly around the year 1260 B.C. 
 

https://www.esv.org/verses/Ex.%201%3A1/
https://www.esv.org/verses/Ex.%201%3A1%E2%80%936/
https://www.esv.org/verses/Ex.%2040%3A34%E2%80%9338/
https://www.esv.org/verses/Ex.%2024%3A4%3B%2034%3A28/
https://www.esv.org/verses/Ex.%2017%3A14/
https://www.esv.org/verses/Ex.%203%3A14%3B%203%3A15/
https://www.esv.org/verses/Deuteronomy%2034/
https://www.esv.org/verses/Ex.%201%3A11/
https://www.esv.org/verses/Ex.%201%3A11/
https://www.esv.org/verses/Ex.%2012%3A40/
https://www.esv.org/verses/Ex.%201%3A8/
https://www.esv.org/verses/Exodus%201%3A11/
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Whatever the date of the exodus, the question is not necessarily about whether the numbers given in the OT are 
reliable but rather about trying to understand their function according to the conventions by which an author in the 
ancient Near Eastern context would have used them. Any attempt to determine the date of the exodus necessarily 
includes the interpretation of both the references in the OT and the relevant records and artifacts from surrounding 
nations in the ancient Near East. That is, because the OT was first given in an ancient Near Eastern setting, the 
interpreter’s first task is to understand, as much as possible, what an ancient Israelite would have thought the text 
meant. Scholars are not always sure that they can answer this question when it comes to details about dates and 
numbers; fortunately, the message of Exodus is plain nevertheless. 
 

The geography of Egypt, Sinai, and the route of the exodus is another important matter for the book of Exodus that 
involves a similar process of trying to identify the references in the narrative to the landscape and cities with what is 
known or has been discovered about their location in relation to the current landscape. 
 

Taken from the ESV® Study Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright ©2008 by Crossway, a 
publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
 

Reliability 
Doubts have often been cast on the historical reliability of the exodus account. It is true that no remains of the Israelites 
have been found in the area of Goshen in the eastern Nile delta or in the wilderness of Sinai. But in neither area would 
such remains be expected to survive. The mud-built huts of the Israelites have long been destroyed by repeated 
flooding, and, wandering through the wilderness, the people would not have left buildings or other permanent traces. It 
thus is unreasonable to expect such archaeological evidence. Furthermore, one should not expect to find extrabiblical 
texts regarding Israel’s stay and departure from Egypt, because the story is negative about Egypt. Egyptian texts are 
quite propagandistic and would not mention such a defeat. 
 

Nevertheless there is plenty of data that seems to corroborate the biblical account: 
 

1. It is most unlikely that a nation should invent a story of its origins as slaves in a neighboring country. 
2. The second millennium B.C. was an era when there were many foreigners in Egypt, some of whom were 

employed making bricks for building projects. 
3. The name of the city Raamses is unlikely to have originated or have been remembered later. 
4. Some have argued that the sequence of plagues in Exodus fits with the (ecological) situation that accompanies 

and follows the annual flooding of the Nile. (This need not imply that the plagues were purely “natural.”) 
5. The organization of the covenant texts in the Pentateuch (e.g., Exodus 20) fits the pattern of second-

millennium-B.C. treaties, not later ones. 
6. The tent-tabernacle has many parallels in Egypt and Canaan from the second millennium. Indeed traces of a 

tent shrine dating from about 1150 B.C. have been found in the wilderness at Timna, not far from the route of 
the Israelite wanderings. 

7. A stele (an inscribed tombstone-like stone slab) from the Egyptian pharaoh Merenptah, c. 1209 B.C., mentions 
that he had conquered the people of Israel in an invasion of Canaan. This would fit with an exodus from Egypt 
some time before this and demonstrates that Israel was already settled as a people in Canaan. 

 

This archaeological evidence makes skepticism about the historicity of the biblical account of the exodus 
unwarranted. This is not to deny that the story is told to make theological points: much historical writing is motivated 
by the desire to teach lessons from the past. Nor does the archaeological evidence require one to believe that the 
book of Exodus gives a complete and full account of what happened: there are obviously many gaps and events that 
are passed over. But the evidence does make it unreasonable to challenge the central affirmation of OT faith: “I am 
the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery” (Ex. 20:2). 
 

Taken from the ESV® Study Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright ©2008 by Crossway, a 
publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
 

 

https://www.crossway.org/bibles/esv-study-bible-case/
https://www.esv.org/verses/Exodus%2020/
https://www.esv.org/verses/Ex.%2020%3A2/
https://www.crossway.org/bibles/esv-study-bible-case/
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Genre & Setting 
Genre 
Exodus is an adventure story par excellence. It features a cruel villain (Pharaoh), an unlikely hero (Moses), 
overwhelming disasters (the plagues), a spectacular deliverance (crossing the Red Sea), a long journey (through the 
wilderness), a mountaintop experience (where Moses received the Ten Commandments), and a grand finale (the 
presence of God coming down to the ark of the covenant, filling the tabernacle with glory). The story features 
unexpected setbacks and unpredictable delays, magic tricks (from Pharaoh’s sorcerers) and miracles, feasts and 
festivals, music and dancing, and many close encounters with the living God. God’s purpose in all of this was to show 
his glory by fulfilling the promises he made to his people in the covenant. The exodus is the archetypal deliverance of 
the OT—the definitive salvation event that established the identity of Israel as the people of God and demonstrated 
the character of their Deliverer as the God who saves. 
 

The basic framework of the book is epic. Epics begin with a nation in crisis, and this epic opens with the Israelites 
languishing in slavery and their would-be deliverer born under the threat of death by drowning. The story proceeds 
along epic lines, with a cosmic confrontation between good and evil that is happily resolved through a mighty act of 
rescue and a long journey to freedom. Moses is the heroic (albeit imperfect) national leader who serves as the human 
instrument of a divine deliverance. Like many epics, Exodus is also the story of the founding of a nation. This helps to 
explain how the second half of the book connects to the first: once the people of God are delivered from bondage, 
they meet to receive a national constitution (the Ten Commandments) and to establish a place for their national 
assembly (the tabernacle). Within its epic framework, Exodus also contains a wealth of subgenres: rescue story, calling 
story, human-divine encounter, diplomatic negotiation, plague story, genealogy, institution of a festival, song of 
victory, travelogue, miracle story, legal code, case law, covenant renewal ceremony, architectural blueprint, garment 
design, building narrative. 
 

Setting 

 
 

Taken from the ESV® Study Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright ©2008 by Crossway, a 
publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

https://www.crossway.org/bibles/esv-study-bible-case/
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Themes & Background 
Themes 
The overarching theme of Exodus is the fulfillment of God’s promises to the patriarchs that he would make their 
descendants a great nation. This is carried out despite the opposition of the greatest superpower in the ancient 
world of the time, Egypt, and despite the unbelief and disobedience of the people themselves. Exodus shows that the 
success of the exodus must be ascribed first to the power and character of God, who remembers his promises, 
punishes sin, and forgives the penitent. Second, it highlights both the faithfulness of Moses, who follows divine 
instructions exactly, and his prayerfulness. It is his prayer, e.g., that leads to victory over Amalek (Ex. 17:8–16) and his 
intercession that persuades God to pardon the people after they had begun worshiping the golden calf (chs. 32–34). 
 

The events and instructions narrated in the book of Exodus are explicitly framed as the Lord remembering his 
covenant promises to Abraham (Ex. 2:24; 3:6, 14–17; 6:2–8). The promises include land, numerous offspring, and 
blessing for both Abraham’s descendants and the nations (Gen. 12:1–3), which are rooted in the covenant relationship 
with the Lord: “I will establish my covenant between me and you and your offspring after you . . . and I will be their 
God” (Gen. 17:7–8). The covenant promises in Genesis were made with Abraham and reaffirmed with Isaac and Jacob. 
Exodus highlights the role that Moses fills as the covenant mediator through whom the Lord reveals his purposes to 
his people and sustains the covenant relationship. Each of these aspects will be described briefly in relation to key 
themes in Exodus. 
 

Offspring. As was noted above, the Lord promised Abraham that he would have innumerable offspring (Gen. 15:5) 
who would also be afflicted for 400 years in a foreign land and come out with great possessions (Gen. 15:13). Through 
Joseph, the Lord brings 70 individuals into the land of Egypt (Ex. 1:1–6) who became numerous (Ex. 1:7) even amid 
affliction (Ex. 1:8–12) and were brought out of Egypt as a large multitude (Ex. 12:37–38). Exodus also focuses on how 
the people of Israel are shown to be Abraham’s offspring, both in the faithful actions of some of its members (the 
midwives fear God not Pharaoh, Ex. 1:15–22) and particularly by the fact that the Lord repeatedly refers to them as 
“my people” in his words to Israel (Ex. 3:7) and before Pharaoh (Ex. 5:1). The Lord is indicating both to Pharaoh and to 
the people that, although they have been enslaved in Egypt for a long time, it is his covenant promise to them as 
Abraham’s offspring that truly governs their identity. 
 

Land. The entrance into the land of Canaan is not realized within the events narrated in Exodus, but the promise of the 
land is held before Israel as a place of provision that is “flowing with milk and honey” (Ex. 3:17) and also as a place they 
will inherit and where they will live as the Lord’s people (Ex. 6:7–8). The promise of the land is significant for what 
Israel’s response in certain situations reveals about their understanding of both the Lord’s presence and his promise to 
bring them to Canaan. When the people are hungry after coming out of Egypt and wish they were back in slavery by the 
“meat pots” (Ex. 16:3), the contrast between where they are headed and what they long for in Egypt shows that they 
have not yet taken to heart what the Lord’s deliverance is to signify for them. Their prospects in Canaan are declared to 
depend on their fidelity in serving the Lord alone (Ex. 23:23–32), which the Israelites also have not taken fully to heart, 
as demonstrated by the incident of the golden calf before they ever set foot in Canaan (Ex. 32:1–6). 
 

Blessing. The Lord’s promise to bless all nations through Abraham looks forward to how Israel’s life is to mediate the 
presence of the Lord to the nations around them (they are to be “a kingdom of priests,” “a holy nation,” Ex. 19:6). 
Israel is to live before God in the world, obeying the covenant instructions that he will reveal to them (see Deut. 4:6–
8). The events of the plagues and exodus present the opportunity for people back in Egypt and the surrounding 
nations to join the Lord’s people in response to what they have either experienced (thus Israel goes out a “mixed 
multitude,” Ex. 12:38) or what they have heard (e.g., Josh. 2:10). The “recognition formula” (see ESV Study Bible note 
on Ex. 7:5) includes the expectation that the Egyptians will know that Israel’s God is the true God (Ex. 7:5; 14:4, 18). 
 

Covenant mediator. A key theme of Exodus is that Moses is the one who is called by God to mediate between the 
Lord and his people. A key indicator of whether Israel will desire to live as the Lord’s people is seen in how they 
respond to Moses as the one who speaks on the Lord’s behalf. The story of Moses begins with his preservation at 
birth (Ex. 2:1–10) and in Midian (Ex. 2:11–22) but is highlighted through the Lord’s presence and speech in his call at 

https://www.esv.org/verses/Ex.%2017%3A8%E2%80%9316/
https://www.esv.org/verses/Ex.%202%3A24%3B%203%3A6%2C%2014%E2%80%9317%3B%206%3A2%E2%80%938/
https://www.esv.org/verses/Gen.%2012%3A1%E2%80%933/
https://www.esv.org/verses/Gen.%2017%3A7%E2%80%938/
https://www.esv.org/verses/Gen.%2015%3A5/
https://www.esv.org/verses/Gen.%2015%3A13/
https://www.esv.org/verses/Ex.%201%3A1%E2%80%936/
https://www.esv.org/verses/Ex.%201%3A7/
https://www.esv.org/verses/Ex.%201%3A8%E2%80%9312/
https://www.esv.org/verses/Ex.%2012%3A37%E2%80%9338/
https://www.esv.org/verses/Ex.%201%3A15%E2%80%9322/
https://www.esv.org/verses/Ex.%203%3A7/
https://www.esv.org/verses/Ex.%205%3A1/
https://www.esv.org/verses/Ex.%203%3A17/
https://www.esv.org/verses/Ex.%206%3A7%E2%80%938/
https://www.esv.org/verses/Ex.%2016%3A3/
https://www.esv.org/verses/Ex.%2023%3A23%E2%80%9332/
https://www.esv.org/verses/Ex.%2032%3A1%E2%80%936/
https://www.esv.org/verses/Ex.%2019%3A6/
https://www.esv.org/verses/Deut.%204%3A6%E2%80%938/
https://www.esv.org/verses/Deut.%204%3A6%E2%80%938/
https://www.esv.org/verses/Ex.%2012%3A38/
https://www.esv.org/verses/Josh.%202%3A10/
https://www.esv.org/verses/Ex.%207%3A5/
https://www.esv.org/verses/Ex.%207%3A5%3B%2014%3A4%2C%2018/
https://www.esv.org/verses/Ex.%202%3A1%E2%80%9310/
https://www.esv.org/verses/Ex.%202%3A11%E2%80%9322/


15 
 

the burning bush (Ex. 3:1–4:17) and then in the fact that the Lord speaks to Moses alone in Egypt (e.g., Ex. 7:1), calls 
Moses alone up to Mount Sinai (Ex. 19:20; 24:2), listens to Moses’ intercession on behalf of the people (Ex. 32:11–
14), speaks with Moses “face to face” (Ex. 34:29–35), and has Moses oversee the assembling of the tabernacle (Ex. 
40:16–33) and the consecration of both it and the priests who will serve in it (Ex. 40:9–15). 
 

Covenant presence. The presence of the Lord is highlighted throughout the book of Exodus: he appears to Moses in 
the burning bush (Ex. 3:1–4:17); he comes down on Mount Sinai in the sight of the people (Ex. 19:16–20); he reveals 
himself to the leaders of Israel (Ex. 24:9–11); he shows Moses his glory and declares his covenant character (Ex. 34:1–
10). Furthermore, a large part of the second half of the book focuses on the instructions for (Ex. 25:1–31:17) and 
assembling of the tabernacle (Ex. 35:1–40:33), in which the Lord promises to dwell among his people (Ex. 29:43–46; 
40:34–38). Just as the ground on which Moses stood at the burning bush was holy because of the Lord’s presence, so 
it is also his presence among his people that will make them holy. And in light of the covenant breach with the golden 
calf (Ex. 32:1–6), Exodus ends with the lingering question of just how a sinful people will live with a holy God in her 
midst, which is a question that the instruction recorded in Leviticus will begin to address. 
 

Background 
Exodus is the second book in the Pentateuch and picks up the narrative of Genesis by focusing on the time when the 
sons of Jacob (Ex. 1:1–6) have grown into the people of Israel (Ex. 1:8). The first half of the book records events that 
fulfill the promise to Abraham that his descendants would sojourn in a land that was not their own, be afflicted for 400 
years, and then come out by the Lord’s hand with numerous possessions (Gen. 15:13–14). The narrative of Israel’s 
preservation in and exodus out of Egypt is sometimes referred to as being like a second creation account both because 
the vocabulary seems to evoke the first chapters of Genesis (see Ex. 1:7) and because it is through Abraham’s 
descendants that the Lord has promised to bless all nations and thus to restore his presence and purposes in the world 
(Gen. 12:1–3). 
 

The second half of the book narrates the events surrounding the covenant being revealed, confirmed, broken, and 
renewed (Exodus 19; 24; 32–34; 35–40) and records the covenant instructions that the Lord revealed to Israel 
through Moses at Mount Sinai (chs. 20–23; 25–31). The instructions begin with the Ten Commandments (20:1–21) 
and include a lengthy section detailing the specifics for the construction of the tabernacle and its service (Ex. 25:1–
31:18). But this is not the totality of the Lord’s covenant instructions, which are recorded further in both Leviticus 
and Numbers before Israel finally leaves the region of Mount Sinai for the land of Canaan (Num. 10:11ff.). 
 

Numbers describes how the generation who came out of Egypt ended up wandering in the wilderness instead of 
entering Canaan. Then the book of Deuteronomy records Moses’ reaffirmation of the covenant instructions recorded 
in Exodus through Numbers and appeals to the next generation who will enter the land to keep the commandments 
by fearing the Lord and walking in his ways (Deut. 8:6). 
 

History of Salvation Summary 
Within the story of man’s salvation, the book of Exodus describes a great forward step. The book of Genesis showed 
the plight of the human race and its need for salvation. The call of Abraham began the process of divine rescue. Then 
Jacob’s migration to Egypt seemed to put the plan aside. But in a most dramatic fashion Exodus shows the divine plan 
reactivated. Heaven-sent plagues force the Egyptians to let Israel go. Then, accompanied by the cloud of God’s 
presence, they travel toward the promised land of Canaan. Pausing en route at Mount Sinai, they hear God declare to 
them his laws and seal his covenant with them. Israel is already God’s people by virtue of the promises to Abraham; 
this covenant establishes the people as a theocracy, in which the covenant specifies the operations of the civil and 
social, as well as religious, aspects of Israel’s life. Despite their prompt disregard of their covenantal relationship in 
the worship of the golden calf, the covenant is renewed and the tabernacle is built, a pledge of God’s continuing 
presence with them. The book ends with the glory of God filling the tabernacle, ready to lead the people to the 
Promised Land. 
 

The NT sees the OT exodus story as the pattern for the ministry and death of Christ. In him God “dwelt [lit., 
“tabernacled”] among us, and we have seen his glory” (John 1:14). Jesus sojourned in Egypt, and then came out, 

https://www.esv.org/verses/Ex.%203%3A1%E2%80%934%3A17/
https://www.esv.org/verses/Ex.%207%3A1/
https://www.esv.org/verses/Ex.%2019%3A20%3B%2024%3A2/
https://www.esv.org/verses/Ex.%2032%3A11%E2%80%9314/
https://www.esv.org/verses/Ex.%2032%3A11%E2%80%9314/
https://www.esv.org/verses/Ex.%2034%3A29%E2%80%9335/
https://www.esv.org/verses/Ex.%2040%3A16%E2%80%9333/
https://www.esv.org/verses/Ex.%2040%3A16%E2%80%9333/
https://www.esv.org/verses/Ex.%2040%3A9%E2%80%9315/
https://www.esv.org/verses/Ex.%203%3A1%E2%80%934%3A17/
https://www.esv.org/verses/Ex.%2019%3A16%E2%80%9320/
https://www.esv.org/verses/Ex.%2024%3A9%E2%80%9311/
https://www.esv.org/verses/Ex.%2034%3A1%E2%80%9310/
https://www.esv.org/verses/Ex.%2034%3A1%E2%80%9310/
https://www.esv.org/verses/Ex.%2025%3A1%E2%80%9331%3A17/
https://www.esv.org/verses/Ex.%2035%3A1%E2%80%9340%3A33/
https://www.esv.org/verses/Ex.%2029%3A43%E2%80%9346%3B%2040%3A34%E2%80%9338/
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fulfilling the pattern of Israel (Matt. 2:15, using Hos. 11:1). At the Last Supper, a Passover meal (cf. Exodus 12–13), 
Jesus referred to “the new covenant in my blood” (Luke 22:20), echoing Moses’ words in Exodus 24:8. He also 
described his death as the exodus (ESV, “departure;” Gk. exodos) that he would accomplish at Jerusalem (Luke 9:31). 
As Jesus reenacted the exodus in his own life and death, so must his followers. Baptism into his death identifies the 
believer with the Israelites’ passage through the Red Sea, and partaking of his spiritual food and drink identifies the 
believer with their experiences in the wilderness (1 Cor. 10:1–3). Finally, in heaven, believers shall sing the Song of 
Moses and the Lamb (Rev. 15:3; cf. Exodus 15). 
 

Taken from the ESV® Study Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright ©2008 by Crossway, a 
publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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Exodus 
 

Exodus 1:1-22 (NIV) 
The Israelites Oppressed 
___ 1  These are the names of the sons of Israel who 
went to Egypt with Jacob, each with his family:  
___ 2  Reuben, Simeon, Levi and Judah;  
___ 3  Issachar, Zebulun and Benjamin;  
___ 4  Dan and Naphtali; Gad and Asher.  
___ 5  The descendants of Jacob numbered seventy in 
all; Joseph was already in Egypt.  
___ 6  Now Joseph and all his brothers and all that 
generation died,  
___ 7  but the Israelites were fruitful and multiplied 
greatly and became exceedingly numerous, so that 
the land was filled with them.  
___ 8  Then a new king, who did not know about 
Joseph, came to power in Egypt.  
___ 9  "Look," he said to his people, "the Israelites 
have become much too numerous for us.  
___ 10  Come, we must deal shrewdly with them or 
they will become even more numerous and, if war 
breaks out, will join our enemies, fight against us and 
leave the country."  
___ 11  So they put slave masters over them to oppress 
them with forced labor, and they built Pithom and 
Rameses as store cities for Pharaoh.  
___ 12  But the more they were oppressed, the more 
they multiplied and spread; so the Egyptians came to 
dread the Israelites  
___ 13  and worked them ruthlessly.  
___ 14  They made their lives bitter with hard labor in 
brick and mortar and with all kinds of work in the 
fields; in all their hard labor the Egyptians used them 
ruthlessly.  
___ 15  The king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, 
whose names were Shiphrah and Puah,  
___ 16  "When you help the Hebrew women in 
childbirth and observe them on the delivery stool, if it 
is a boy, kill him; but if it is a girl, let her live."  
___ 17  The midwives, however, feared God and did 
not do what the king of Egypt had told them to do; 
they let the boys live.  
___ 18  Then the king of Egypt summoned the 
midwives and asked them, "Why have you done this? 
Why have you let the boys live?"  
___ 19  The midwives answered Pharaoh, "Hebrew 
women are not like Egyptian women; they are 

vigorous and give birth before the midwives arrive."  
___ 20  So God was kind to the midwives and the  
Reflect and Discuss 
1. How does Exodus pick up where Genesis 45 leaves 

off? 

 What has changed for the Israelites, the  
descendants of Jacob? 

 How is this an interruption in God’s 
heilsgeschichte (God’s story – God using 
history for His purposes)? 

 What had God foretold to Abraham in Genesis 
15:12-16? 

2. What did Pharaoh fear? Why? 

 How was fear controlling Pharaoh? What did 
his fear cause him to do? 

 How do you see fear controlling people today, 
both individually and collectively (e.g. think of 
the Cold War – 1947-1991)? 

 What is suggested by Matthew 6:25-33; 2 
Corinthians 10:3-5; Philippians 4:6; 1 John 
4:18? 

 When is fear healthy? Describe healthy fear? 
(See Pr. 9:10) 

3. Discuss the midwives actions in light of Romans 
13:1-7 and 1 Peter 2:13-18? (See also Acts 4:18-
20;  Acts 5:28-29) 

 Discuss the morality, merits, and 
appropriateness of civil disobedience? (See 
Dan. 3:8-18; Dan. 6:7-16) 

 What rules or guidelines do you believe 
someone practicing civil disobedience ought 
to observe? 
o Do you think the Boston Tea Party was an 

act of civil disobedience? Why or why 
not? 

o If it was an act of civil disobedience, was it 
appropriate? Why or why not? 

o What about the destruction of abortion 
clinics? Explain. 

o What about refusing to pay taxes that 
support causes that you believe to be 
morally wrong and against God’s will? 
Explain. 

o What are your thoughts on “conscientious 
objection”? Explain. 



18 
 

 
 
 
 
 
people increased and became even more numerous.  
___ 21  And because the midwives feared God, he gave 
them families of their own.  
___ 22  Then Pharaoh gave this order to all his people: 
"Every boy that is born you must throw into the Nile 
but let every girl live."  
 
Exodus 2:1-25 (NIV)  
The Birth of Moses 
___ 1  Now a man of the house of Levi married a Levite 
woman,  
___ 2  and she became pregnant and gave birth to a 
son. When she saw that he was a fine child, she hid 
him for three months.  
___ 3  But when she could hide him no longer, she got 
a papyrus basket for him and coated it with tar and 
pitch. Then she placed the child in it and put it among 
the reeds along the bank of the Nile.  
___ 4  His sister stood at a distance to see what would 
happen to him.  
___ 5  Then Pharaoh's daughter went down to the Nile 
to bathe, and her attendants were walking along the 
river bank. She saw the basket among the reeds and 
sent her slave girl to get it.  
___ 6  She opened it and saw the baby. He was crying, 
and she felt sorry for him. "This is one of the Hebrew 
babies," she said.  
___ 7  Then his sister asked Pharaoh's daughter, "Shall 
I go and get one of the Hebrew women to nurse the 
baby for you?"  
___ 8  "Yes, go," she answered. And the girl went and 
got the baby's mother.  
___ 9  Pharaoh's daughter said to her, "Take this baby 
and nurse him for me, and I will pay you." So the 
woman took the baby and nursed him.  
___ 10  When the child grew older, she took him to 
Pharaoh's daughter and he became her son. She 
named him Moses, saying, "I drew him out of the 
water."  
 
Moses Flees to Midian 
___ 11  One day, after Moses had grown up, he went 
out to where his own people were and watched them 
at their hard labor. He saw an Egyptian beating a 
Hebrew, one of his own people.  
___ 12  Glancing this way and that and seeing no one, 

he killed the Egyptian and hid him in the sand.  
___ 13  The next day he went out and saw two 
Hebrews fighting. He asked the one in the wrong, 
"Why are you hitting your fellow Hebrew?"  
___ 14  The man said, "Who made you ruler and judge  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reflect and Discuss 
1. Vv. 2:1-10 – What do you think motivated Moses’ 

mother? …Pharaoh’s daughter? …Miriam, Moses’ 
sister? 

2. Moses was with his mother and family until he 
was weaned, so he was probably with his 
biological family two to four years.  

 What do you think his parents were teaching 
him during this time?  

 How intentional do you think Moses’ parents 
were with Moses regarding his education? 

3. Once Moses became a part of Pharaoh’s 
household, what do you think he was being 
taught? 

 What impact, if any, do you think Moses’ early 
years with his family had on him as he grew 
up? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Reflect and Discuss 
1. Vv. 2:11-15 – Moses lived as a part of Pharaoh’s 

household for roughly 35 years give or take a year 
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or two. What do you think life for Moses would 
have been like these 35 years? 

 What did his education include and exclude? 

 How might Pharaoh and other members of 
Pharaoh’s household have viewed Moses? 

 How might Moses Hebrew heritage have 
impacted his upbringing? 

2. What do you think might have been going 
over us? Are you thinking of killing me as you killed 
the Egyptian?" Then Moses was afraid and thought, 
"What I did must have become known."  
___ 15  When Pharaoh heard of this, he tried to kill 
Moses, but Moses fled from Pharaoh and went to live 
in Midian, where he sat down by a well.  
___ 16  Now a priest of Midian had seven daughters, 
and they came to draw water and fill the troughs to 
water their father's flock.  
___ 17  Some shepherds came along and drove them 
away, but Moses got up and came to their rescue and 
watered their flock.  
___ 18  When the girls returned to Reuel their father, 
he asked them, "Why have you returned so early 
today?"  
___ 19  They answered, "An Egyptian rescued us from 
the shepherds. He even drew water for us and 
watered the flock."  
___ 20  "And where is he?" he asked his daughters. 
"Why did you leave him? Invite him to have something 
to eat."  
___ 21  Moses agreed to stay with the man, who gave 
his daughter Zipporah to Moses in marriage.  
___ 22  Zipporah gave birth to a son, and Moses named 
him Gershom, saying, "I have become an alien in a 
foreign land."  
___ 23  During that long period, the king of Egypt died. 
The Israelites groaned in their slavery and cried out, 
and their cry for help because of their slavery went up 
to God.  
___ 24  God heard their groaning and he remembered 
his covenant with Abraham, with Isaac and with Jacob.  
___ 25  So God looked on the Israelites and was 
concerned about them.  
 
Exodus 3:1-22 (NIV)  
Moses and the Burning Bush 
___ 1  Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his 
father-in-law, the priest of Midian, and he led the 
flock to the far side of the desert and came to Horeb, 
the mountain of God.  
___ 2  There the angel of the LORD appeared to him in 

flames of fire from within a bush. Moses saw that 
though the bush was on fire it did not burn up.  
___ 3  So Moses thought, "I will go over and see this 
strange sight--why the bush does not burn up."  
___ 4  When the LORD saw that he had gone over to 
look, God called to him from within the bush, "Moses! 
Moses!" And Moses said, "Here I am."  
___ 5  "Do not come any closer," God said. "Take off 
your sandals, for the place where you are standing is  

       through Moses’ mind as he kills the Egyptian?  
       …what do you think was in his heart? 

 What do you think was in Moses’ mind and 
heart when he saw two Israelites fighting each 
other? 

 V. 2:14 – Why do you think the two Israelites 
turned on Moses? 

3. V. 15 – Do you think Pharaoh’s thoughts and 
feelings about Moses changed or do you think 
Moses’ killing of the Egyptian simply brought out 
Pharaoh’s true feelings all along? Explain. 

4. What are three adjective you would use to 
describe Moses in vv. 2:11-15? Explain. 

5. Vv. 2:15-25 – Midian is located on the east side of 
the Sinai Peninsula  on the east of the Gulf of 
Aqaba, northeast of the Red Sea. 

 Up to this point in Scripture what do we know 
of the Midianites (see Gen. 25:1-2; Gen. 
37:26-37)? 

6. What does v. 2:17 along with vv. 2:11-13 suggest 
about Moses’ character? 

7. V. 19 – What do you think it was about Moses that 
made Reuel’s daughters believe Moses was an 
Egyptian? 

 Upon a first meeting, what assumptions might 
someone be inclined to make about you? 
Explain. To what degree would they be 
correct?  

8.  In this chapter do you believe God is more 
controlling events or is He simply using events? 
Explain. 

9. How would you describe God in vv. 2:24-25? What 
does it mean “he remembered” and “was 
concerned?  

 What evidence do you see of God’s memory 
and concern today? 

 

Reflect and Discuss 
1. Vv. 3:1-4:17 – Jethro and Reuel (Gen. 2:18) are the 

same person. What are some fair assumptions we 
might make about Jethro as a Midianite priest? 
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(See Nu. 22:4-7; Nu. 25:6-18; Nu. 31:8-9; Jdg. 6:2-
13; Jdg. 7:1-25) 

2. How did God get Moses’s attention and reveal 
Himself to Moses? 

 How does God get your attention? What has 
God revealed of Himself to you? 

3. Moses is approximately 80 y/o at this point. (See 
Ex. 7:7) Do you think God tried to reveal Himself 
to Moses before this? Explain. 

4. V. 3:5 – Do you have a place your would consider  
holy ground."  
___ 6  Then he said, "I am the God of your father, the 
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of 
Jacob." At this, Moses hid his face, because he was 
afraid to look at God.  
___ 7  The LORD said, "I have indeed seen the misery 
of my people in Egypt. I have heard them crying out 
because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned 
about their suffering.  
___ 8  So I have come down to rescue them from the 
hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that 
land into a good and spacious land, a land flowing with 
milk and honey--the home of the Canaanites, Hittites, 
Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites.  
___ 9  And now the cry of the Israelites has reached 
me, and I have seen the way the Egyptians are 
oppressing them.  
___ 10  So now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh to 
bring my people the Israelites out of Egypt."  
___ 11  But Moses said to God, "Who am I, that I 
should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of 
Egypt?"  
___ 12  And God said, "I will be with you. And this will 
be the sign to you that it is I who have sent you: When 
you have brought the people out of Egypt, you will 
worship God on this mountain."  
___ 13  Moses said to God, "Suppose I go to the 
Israelites and say to them, 'The God of your fathers 
has sent me to you,' and they ask me, 'What is his 
name?' Then what shall I tell them?"  
___ 14  God said to Moses, "I AM WHO I AM. This is 
what you are to say to the Israelites: 'I AM has sent 
me to you.'"  
___ 15  God also said to Moses, "Say to the Israelites, 
'The LORD, the God of your fathers--the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob--has 
sent me to you.' This is my name forever, the name by 
which I am to be remembered from generation to 
generation.  
___ 16  "Go, assemble the elders of Israel and say to 
them, 'The LORD, the God of your fathers--the God of 

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob-- appeared to me and said: I 
have watched over you and have seen what has been 
done to you in Egypt.  
___ 17  And I have promised to bring you up out of 
your misery in Egypt into the land of the Canaanites, 
Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites--a 
land flowing with milk and honey.'  
___ 18  "The elders of Israel will listen to you. Then you 
and the elders are to go to the king of Egypt and say to 
him, 'The LORD, the God of the Hebrews, has met with  
       to be “holy ground”? Explain. 
5. Vv. 3:7-10 – What is God’s message to Moses? 
6. Moses spent the first (maybe) five years of his life 

with his biological family. He spent the next 35 
years (give or take) in the household and courts of 
Pharaoh (see Acts 7:23), and he spent the next 40 
years in Midian with Jethro (see Ex. 7:7).  

 What has Moses been learning for 75 years? 
7. V. 3:13 – Given Moses’ and God’s history to this 

point, does it surprise you that Moses has to ask 
God His name? Explain. 

8. What significance is there in how God identifies 
Himself? (See vv. 3:6,14-16, see also Ex. 20:2) 

 How would it appear God wants to be known? 
Explain. (See John 6:35; 8:12; 10:7; 10:11; 
11:25; 14:6; 15:1) 

9. What do Exodus 3:11; Exodus 3:13; Exodus 4:1; 
Exodus 4:10; Exodus 4:13 suggest about Moses? 
…about God? 

 Do you see the concerns Moses’ raises as 
being lame or as being legitimately real? 
Explain. 

 How reassuring do you find God’s responses 
to Moses? 

10. What is something to which you believe God is 
calling you? Explain. 

 Is your response more like Moses in these 
verses? …or like Isaiah in Isaiah 6:8? …or like 
the would-be followers of Jesus in Luke 9:57-
62? …or other __________________? Explain. 

 Bill Cullen teaches what he calls “God’s Math.” 
God’s Math is “me + Jesus = more than 
enough.” Anytime Jesus is in the equation 
there is “more than enough.” (See John 6:5-
13) 
o What are your thoughts regarding “God’s 

Math”?  
o Are you more inclined to: a) Avoid God’s 

calling (e.g. Jonah)? b) Embrace God’s 
calling using your own resources – trying 
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to work for God (Mark 9:17-29)? c) 
Embrace God’s calling fully depending and 
relying on God for all resourcing (John 
15:4-5; Acts 3:6-8)? d) other _____? 
Explain. 

o Comment on Ephesians 4:1-2 & 16. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
us. Let us take a three-day journey into the desert to 
offer sacrifices to the LORD our God.'  
___ 19  But I know that the king of Egypt will not let 
you go unless a mighty hand compels him.  
___ 20  So I will stretch out my hand and strike the 
Egyptians with all the wonders that I will perform 
among them. After that, he will let you go.  
___ 21  "And I will make the Egyptians favorably 
disposed toward this people, so that when you leave 
you will not go empty-handed.  
___ 22  Every woman is to ask her neighbor and any 
woman living in her house for articles of silver and 
gold and for clothing, which you will put on your sons 
and daughters. And so you will plunder the Egyptians."  
 
Exodus 4:1-31 (NIV)  
Signs for Moses 
___ 1  Moses answered, "What if they do not believe 
me or listen to me and say, 'The LORD did not appear 
to you'?"  
___ 2  Then the LORD said to him, "What is that in your 
hand?" "A staff," he replied.  
___ 3  The LORD said, "Throw it on the ground." Moses 
threw it on the ground and it became a snake, and he 
ran from it.  
___ 4  Then the LORD said to him, "Reach out your 
hand and take it by the tail." So Moses reached out 
and took hold of the snake and it turned back into a 
staff in his hand.  
___ 5  "This," said the LORD, "is so that they may 
believe that the LORD, the God of their fathers--the 
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of 
Jacob--has appeared to you."  
___ 6  Then the LORD said, "Put your hand inside your 
cloak." So Moses put his hand into his cloak, and when 
he took it out, it was leprous, like snow.  
___ 7  "Now put it back into your cloak," he said. So 
Moses put his hand back into his cloak, and when he 

took it out, it was restored, like the rest of his flesh.  
___ 8  Then the LORD said, "If they do not believe you 
or pay attention to the first miraculous sign, they may 
believe the second.  
___ 9  But if they do not believe these two signs or 
listen to you, take some water from the Nile and pour 
it on the dry ground. The water you take from the 
river will become blood on the ground."  
___ 10  Moses said to the LORD, "O Lord, I have never 
been eloquent, neither in the past nor since you have 
spoken to your servant. I am slow of speech and 
tongue."  
___ 11  The LORD said to him, "Who gave man his  
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mouth? Who makes him deaf or mute? Who gives him 
sight or makes him blind? Is it not I, the LORD?  
___ 12  Now go; I will help you speak and will teach you 
what to say."  
___ 13  But Moses said, "O Lord, please send someone 
else to do it."  
___ 14  Then the LORD's anger burned against Moses 
and he said, "What about your brother, Aaron the 
Levite? I know he can speak well. He is already on his 
way to meet you, and his heart will be glad when he 
sees you.  
___ 15  You shall speak to him and put words in his 
mouth; I will help both of you speak and will teach you 
what to do.  
___ 16  He will speak to the people for you, and it will 
be as if he were your mouth and as if you were God to 
him.  
___ 17  But take this staff in your hand so you can 
perform miraculous signs with it."  
 
Moses Returns to Egypt 
___ 18  Then Moses went back to Jethro his father-in-
law and said to him, "Let me go back to my own 
people in Egypt to see if any of them are still alive." 
Jethro said, "Go, and I wish you well."  
___ 19  Now the LORD had said to Moses in Midian, 
"Go back to Egypt, for all the men who wanted to kill 
you are dead."  
___ 20  So Moses took his wife and sons, put them on a 
donkey and started back to Egypt. And he took the 
staff of God in his hand.  
___ 21  The LORD said to Moses, "When you return to 
Egypt, see that you perform before Pharaoh all the 
wonders I have given you the power to do. But I will 
harden his heart so that he will not let the people go.  
___ 22  Then say to Pharaoh, 'This is what the LORD 
says: Israel is my firstborn son,  
___ 23  and I told you, "Let my son go, so he may 

worship me." But you refused to let him go; so I will 
kill your firstborn son.'"  
___ 24  At a lodging place on the way, the LORD met 
[Moses] and was about to kill him.  
___ 25  But Zipporah took a flint knife, cut off her son's 
foreskin and touched [Moses'] feet with it. "Surely you 
are a bridegroom of blood to me," she said.  
___ 26  So the LORD let him alone. (At that time she 
said "bridegroom of blood," referring to circumcision.)  
___ 27  The LORD said to Aaron, "Go into the desert to 
meet Moses." So he met Moses at the mountain of 
God and kissed him.  
___ 28  Then Moses told Aaron everything the LORD  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reflect and Discuss 
1. Vv. 4:20-22 – What encouragement does God give 

Moses in these verses and how does God 
encourage Moses? How was the staff a tool of 
encouragement for Moses? 

2. V. 4:22 – God calls Israel His firstborn son. (See 
also Col. 1:16-20) Israel is the firstborn as Israel 
through Abraham and Isaac is the son/the people 
of promise (Gen. 3:15; Gen. 12:3; Gen. 17:17; Gal. 
3:16), the people God would use to carry His 
promise to its fruition. Jesus is the firstborn in that 
He is the fruition, the promise fulfilled. 
(John Bright in his book The Kingdom of God does 
a wonderful job of demonstrating how the people 
of God understanding of the Kingdom of God 
evolved. With Abraham and Isaac the Kingdom of 
God was understood as a family. Then with Jacob 
and his sons it was understood more as a clan and 
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during their time in Egypt through the time of the 
Judges it was understood as a tribal 
confederation, then as a Kingdom. In the Gospel, 
the true Son and  Kingdom of God is reduced to 
One – Jesus. Following Jesus’ resurrection and with 
the giving of the Spirit, the Kingdom becomes the 
church, the body of Christ.) 

3. What, if anything, do you find disturbing in vv. 
4:21-23 (see also Ro. 9:17-18; 1 Tim. 2:3-6; 1 Jn. 
2:2)? Explain.  

 From the time of the fall what is God’s goal? 
What is His “heilsgeschichte” all about (see 
Gen. 3:15; Gen. 12:3; Lk. 2:30-32; Eph. 1:9-10; 

 
had sent him to say, and also about all the miraculous 
signs he had commanded him to perform.  
___ 29  Moses and Aaron brought together all the 
elders of the Israelites,  
___ 30  and Aaron told them everything the LORD had 
said to Moses. He also performed the signs before the 
people,  
___ 31  and they believed. And when they heard that 
the LORD was concerned about them and had seen 
their misery, they bowed down and worshiped.  
 
Exodus 5:1-23 (NIV)  
Bricks Without Straw 
___ 1  Afterward Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh 
and said, "This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, 
says: 'Let my people go, so that they may hold a 
festival to me in the desert.'"  
___ 2  Pharaoh said, "Who is the LORD, that I should 
obey him and let Israel go? I do not know the LORD 
and I will not let Israel go."  
___ 3  Then they said, "The God of the Hebrews has 
met with us. Now let us take a three-day journey into 
the desert to offer sacrifices to the LORD our God, or 
he may strike us with plagues or with the sword."  
___ 4  But the king of Egypt said, "Moses and Aaron, 
why are you taking the people away from their labor? 
Get back to your work!"  
___ 5  Then Pharaoh said, "Look, the people of the land 
are now numerous, and you are stopping them from 
working."  
___ 6  That same day Pharaoh gave this order to the 
slave drivers and foremen in charge of the people:  
___ 7  "You are no longer to supply the people with 
straw for making bricks; let them go and gather their 
own straw.  
___ 8  But require them to make the same number of 
bricks as before; don't reduce the quota. They are 

lazy; that is why they are crying out, 'Let us go and 
sacrifice to our God.'  
___ 9  Make the work harder for the men so that they 
keep working and pay no attention to lies."  
___ 10  Then the slave drivers and the foremen went 
out and said to the people, "This is what Pharaoh says: 
'I will not give you any more straw.  
___ 11  Go and get your own straw wherever you can 
find it, but your work will not be reduced at all.'"  
___ 12  So the people scattered all over Egypt to gather 
stubble to use for straw.  
___ 13  The slave drivers kept pressing them, saying, 
"Complete the work required of you for each day, just 
as when you had straw."  

1 Tim. 2:3-6; 1 Jn. 2:2)? How does Exodus 
4:21-23 fit into God’s heilsgeschichte? 

4. Vv. 4:24-26 – It would appear that the Israelites 
while in Egypt, or at least Moses while in Midian, 
had forgotten about the covenant God had made 
with Abraham (Gen. 17:1-14). Zipporah, a 
Midianite, and a descendant of Abraham through 
his son Midian (Gen. 25:1-2), was aware of the 
covenant God had made with Abraham and was 
carried on through Isaac and his descendants. 

 What made circumcision so important? How 
does this impact your understanding of NT 
Jewish practices and insistents? 

5. V. 31 – What moves you to worship? (see Ro. 
12:1) 

 
Reflect and Discuss 
1. Vv. 5:1-21 – In Exodus 4:31 God and Moses had 

moved the children of Israel to bow down and 
worship only to find their worshipping of God was 
to result in harder labor and increased cruelty. 

 How is this impacting their impressions of 
Moses? …of God? 

 When, if ever, has your faithfulness to God 
and His will and His ways led to suffering for 
you? (See Jn. 15:18-20; 1 Pe. 2:18-20; 1 Pe. 
4:12-16) 

 What encouragement, and instruction are we 
given in Matthew 11:28-30; John 16:33; 
Romans 12:17-21; Philippians 4:6; Colossians 
3:12-14? 

 How and when should a Christian seek and/or 
demand justice for him/herself? …for others? 
(Consider Joseph in Genesis, Shadrach, 
Meshach, Abednego in Daniel 3, Daniel in 
Daniel 6, Peter in Acts 4, Stephen in Acts 7, 
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Paul in Acts 16, the Boston Tea Party, 
Revolutionary War, the Civil War, Martin 
Luther King Jr.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
___ 14  The Israelite foremen appointed by Pharaoh's 
slave drivers were beaten and were asked, "Why 
didn't you meet your quota of bricks yesterday or 
today, as before?"  
___ 15  Then the Israelite foremen went and appealed 
to Pharaoh: "Why have you treated your servants this 
way?  
___ 16  Your servants are given no straw, yet we are 
told, 'Make bricks!' Your servants are being beaten, 
but the fault is with your own people."  
___ 17  Pharaoh said, "Lazy, that's what you are--lazy! 
That is why you keep saying, 'Let us go and sacrifice to 
the LORD.'  
___ 18  Now get to work. You will not be given any 
straw, yet you must produce your full quota of bricks."  
___ 19  The Israelite foremen realized they were in 
trouble when they were told, "You are not to reduce 
the number of bricks required of you for each day."  
___ 20  When they left Pharaoh, they found Moses and 
Aaron waiting to meet them,  
___ 21  and they said, "May the LORD look upon you 
and judge you! You have made us a stench to Pharaoh 
and his officials and have put a sword in their hand to 
kill us."  
 
God Promises Deliverance 
___ 22  Moses returned to the LORD and said, "O Lord, 
why have you brought trouble upon this people? Is 
this why you sent me?  
___ 23  Ever since I went to Pharaoh to speak in your 
name, he has brought trouble upon this people, and 
you have not rescued your people at all."  
 
Exodus 6:1-30 (NIV)  
___ 1  Then the LORD said to Moses, "Now you will see 

what I will do to Pharaoh: Because of my mighty hand 
he will let them go; because of my mighty hand he will 
drive them out of his country."  
___ 2  God also said to Moses, "I am the LORD.  
___ 3  I appeared to Abraham, to Isaac and to Jacob as 
God Almighty, but by my name the LORD I did not 
make myself known to them.  
___ 4  I also established my covenant with them to give 
them the land of Canaan, where they lived as aliens.  
___ 5  Moreover, I have heard the groaning of the 
Israelites, whom the Egyptians are enslaving, and I 
have remembered my covenant.  
___ 6  "Therefore, say to the Israelites: 'I am the LORD, 
and I will bring you out from under the yoke of the 
Egyptians. I will free you from being slaves to them, 
and I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reflect and Discuss 
1. Vv. 5:22-23 – What is Moses’ initial reaction to all 

that is happening?  

 What does he do? 

 What does this indicate about Moses? …about 
God? …about Moses relationship with God? 
(See also Ps. 4:1-4; Ps. 10:1-13; Ps. 13:1-4; Ps. 
22:1-2; Jer. 20:7,14-18; Hab. 1:2-4) 
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2. Vv. 6:1-12 – How does God work all of this into His 
salvation story, His “heilsgeschichte”?  

 What is the big picture, God’s overarching, 
overall intent? What needs to happen? 
Explain. (See Lk. 2:30-32; Jn. 14:6; 1 Tim. 2:3-
6)  

 How is God at work to bring about what needs 
to happen then and today? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
with mighty acts of judgment.  
___ 7  I will take you as my own people, and I will be 
your God. Then you will know that I am the LORD your 
God, who brought you out from under the yoke of the 
Egyptians.  
___ 8  And I will bring you to the land I swore with 
uplifted hand to give to Abraham, to Isaac and to 
Jacob. I will give it to you as a possession. I am the 
LORD.'"  
___ 9  Moses reported this to the Israelites, but they 
did not listen to him because of their discouragement 
and cruel bondage.  
___ 10  Then the LORD said to Moses,  
___ 11  "Go, tell Pharaoh king of Egypt to let the 
Israelites go out of his country."  
___ 12  But Moses said to the LORD, "If the Israelites 
will not listen to me, why would Pharaoh listen to me, 
since I speak with faltering lips?"  
___ 13  Now the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron 
about the Israelites and Pharaoh king of Egypt, and he 
commanded them to bring the Israelites out of Egypt.  
 
Family Record of Moses and  Aaron 
___ 14  These were the heads of their families: The 
sons of Reuben the firstborn son of Israel were 
Hanoch and Pallu, Hezron and Carmi. These were the 
clans of Reuben.  
___ 15  The sons of Simeon were Jemuel, Jamin, Ohad, 
Jakin, Zohar and Shaul the son of a Canaanite woman. 
These were the clans of Simeon.  
___ 16  These were the names of the sons of Levi 
according to their records: Gershon, Kohath and 

Merari. Levi lived 137 years.  
___ 17  The sons of Gershon, by clans, were Libni and 
Shimei.  
___ 18  The sons of Kohath were Amram, Izhar, Hebron 
and Uzziel. Kohath lived 133 years.  
___ 19  The sons of Merari were Mahli and Mushi. 
These were the clans of Levi according to their 
records.  
___ 20  Amram married his father's sister Jochebed, 
who bore him Aaron and Moses. Amram lived 137 
years.  
___ 21  The sons of Izhar were Korah, Nepheg and Zicri.  
___ 22  The sons of Uzziel were Mishael, Elzaphan and 
Sithri.  
___ 23  Aaron married Elisheba, daughter of 
Amminadab and sister of Nahshon, and she bore him 
Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar.  
___ 24  The sons of Korah were Assir, Elkanah and 
Abiasaph. These were the Korahite clans.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reflect and Discuss 
1. Vv. 6:13-27 – With Moses having grown up in 

Pharaoh’s household and court, why might it have 
been important to establish his family lineage?  

2. Discuss the terms and usage of the terms: 
Hebrews, Israelites, and Jews? What do they have 
in common and what is unique about them? 

 In what sense is the following statement true: 
“All Jews are Israelites, but not all Israelites 
are Jews”? 
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Note: Most people will commonly use the terms 
Hebrew, Israelite, and Jew interchangeably to refer to 
descendants of Abraham through the line of Isaac and 
Jacob. 

 Jacob’s name is changed to Israel (Gen. 32:28). 

 Descendants of Abraham, Isaac, & Jacob came to 
be called Israelites (Ex. 9:7). 

 When the nation of Israel was divided the 
Northern Kingdom (ten tribes) was known as 
Israel (also as Samaria), and the Southern 
Kingdom (two tribes) as Judah as the much larger 
of the two tribes were descendants of Judah). 

 Citizens of Judah were known as Jews.  

 When the Northern Kingdom of Israel fell to the 
Assyrians and Israel was no more, all descendants 
of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob identified 
themselves with Judah to maintain their ancestral 
heritage and thus became known as Jews.  

___ 25  Eleazar son of Aaron married one of the 
daughters of Putiel, and she bore him Phinehas. These 
were the heads of the Levite families, clan by clan.  
___ 26  It was this same Aaron and Moses to whom the 
LORD said, "Bring the Israelites out of Egypt by their 
divisions."  
___ 27  They were the ones who spoke to Pharaoh king 
of Egypt about bringing the Israelites out of Egypt. It 
was the same Moses and Aaron.  
 
Aaron Speaks for Moses 
___ 28  Now when the LORD spoke to Moses in Egypt,  
___ 29  he said to him, "I am the LORD. Tell Pharaoh 
king of Egypt everything I tell you."  
___ 30  But Moses said to the LORD, "Since I speak with 
faltering lips, why would Pharaoh listen to me?"  
 
Exodus 7:1-25 (NIV)  
___ 1  Then the LORD said to Moses, "See, I have made 
you like God to Pharaoh, and your brother Aaron will 
be your prophet.  
___ 2  You are to say everything I command you, and 
your brother Aaron is to tell Pharaoh to let the 
Israelites go out of his country.  
___ 3  But I will harden Pharaoh's heart, and though I 
multiply my miraculous signs and wonders in Egypt,  
___ 4  he will not listen to you. Then I will lay my hand 
on Egypt and with mighty acts of judgment I will bring 
out my divisions, my people the Israelites.  
___ 5  And the Egyptians will know that I am the LORD 
when I stretch out my hand against Egypt and bring 
the Israelites out of it."  

___ 6  Moses and Aaron did just as the LORD 
commanded them.  
 
Moses Staff Becomes a Snake 
___ 7  Moses was eighty years old and Aaron eighty-
three when they spoke to Pharaoh.  
___ 8  The LORD said to Moses and Aaron,  
___ 9  "When Pharaoh says to you, 'Perform a miracle,' 
then say to Aaron, 'Take your staff and throw it down 
before Pharaoh,' and it will become a snake."  
___ 10  So Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and did 
just as the LORD commanded. Aaron threw his staff 
down in front of Pharaoh and his officials, and it 
became a snake.  
___ 11  Pharaoh then summoned wise men and 
sorcerers, and the Egyptian magicians also did the 
same things by their secret arts:  
___ 12  Each one threw down his staff and it became a 
snake. But Aaron's staff swallowed up their staffs.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reflect and Discuss 
1. Vv. 6:28-7:7 – How or in what sense was Moses 

like God to/for Pharaoh? 

 Are or how are Christians today to be like God 
to those we encounter? (See Mt. 5:16; Mk. 
2:5-7; Jn. 15:4-5,8,12,16-17; Jn. 20:21-23; 2 
Cor. 5:17-20; Eph. 1:22-23; 1 Pe. 2:9) 

2. Vv. 6:30-7:1 – What do these verses suggest about 
our ministry individually and corporately? (See Ro. 
12:3-8; 1 Cor. 3:5-11; 1 Cor. 12:7,12-26; Eph. 4:16; 
1 Pe. 4:10-11) 

3. Do you identify yourself more as having a Moses 
role or an Aaron role? Explain. 

4. V. 7:5 – What is God’s purpose in acting as He 
does? (Mt. 5:16; Jn. 14:6; Acts 4:12; 1 Tim. 2:3-6) 
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Reflect and Discuss 
1. Vv. 7:8-24 – Note: Aaron’ staff becoming a snake 

is not considered one of the 10 plagues? 

 With Aaron’s staff and in the plague of blood, 
what most captures your attention? Explain. 

 What, if anything, surprises you? Explain. 
2. Why do you think Pharaoh’s heart remained 

hardened?  

 When you get set on an idea or an action how 
hardened to you tend to be: (a) set in stone, 
or  (b) easily persuaded? …other 
_____________? Explain. 

3. Do you feel you easily recognize the prompting of 
the Spirit in your life? Explain. 

 How responsive do you believe you are to the 
promptings of the Spirit? Explain. 

___ 13  Yet Pharaoh's heart became hard and he would 
not listen to them, just as the LORD had said.  
 
The Plague of Blood 
___ 14  Then the LORD said to Moses, "Pharaoh's heart 
is unyielding; he refuses to let the people go.  
___ 15  Go to Pharaoh in the morning as he goes out to 
the water. Wait on the bank of the Nile to meet him, 
and take in your hand the staff that was changed into 
a snake.  
___ 16  Then say to him, 'The LORD, the God of the 
Hebrews, has sent me to say to you: Let my people go, 
so that they may worship me in the desert. But until 
now you have not listened.  
___ 17  This is what the LORD says: By this you will 
know that I am the LORD: With the staff that is in my 
hand I will strike the water of the Nile, and it will be 
changed into blood.  
___ 18  The fish in the Nile will die, and the river will 
stink; the Egyptians will not be able to drink its 
water.'"  
___ 19  The LORD said to Moses, "Tell Aaron, 'Take your 
staff and stretch out your hand over the waters of 
Egypt--over the streams and canals, over the ponds 
and all the reservoirs'--and they will turn to blood. 
Blood will be everywhere in Egypt, even in the 
wooden buckets and stone jars."  
___ 20  Moses and Aaron did just as the LORD had 
commanded. He raised his staff in the presence of 
Pharaoh and his officials and struck the water of the 
Nile, and all the water was changed into blood.  
___ 21  The fish in the Nile died, and the river smelled 

so bad that the Egyptians could not drink its water. 
Blood was everywhere in Egypt.  
___ 22  But the Egyptian magicians did the same things 
by their secret arts, and Pharaoh's heart became hard; 
he would not listen to Moses and Aaron, just as the 
LORD had said.  
___ 23  Instead, he turned and went into his palace, 
and did not take even this to heart.  
___ 24  And all the Egyptians dug along the Nile to get 
drinking water, because they could not drink the 
water of the river.  
 
The Plague of Frogs 
___ 25  Seven days passed after the LORD struck the 
Nile.  
 
Exodus 8:1-32 (NIV)  
___ 1  Then the LORD said to Moses, "Go to Pharaoh 
and say to him, 'This is what the LORD says: Let my  
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Reflect and Discuss 
1. Vv. 8:1-32 – What catches your attention in or 

about the three plague in Chapter 8? 
people go, so that they may worship me.  
___ 2  If you refuse to let them go, I will plague your 
whole country with frogs.  
___ 3  The Nile will teem with frogs. They will come up 
into your palace and your bedroom and onto your 
bed, into the houses of your officials and on your 
people, and into your ovens and kneading troughs.  
___ 4  The frogs will go up on you and your people and 
all your officials.'"  
___ 5  Then the LORD said to Moses, "Tell Aaron, 
'Stretch out your hand with your staff over the 
streams and canals and ponds, and make frogs come 
up on the land of Egypt.'"  
___ 6  So Aaron stretched out his hand over the waters 
of Egypt, and the frogs came up and covered the land.  
___ 7  But the magicians did the same things by their 
secret arts; they also made frogs come up on the land 
of Egypt.  
___ 8  Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron and said, 
"Pray to the LORD to take the frogs away from me and 
my people, and I will let your people go to offer 
sacrifices to the LORD."  
___ 9  Moses said to Pharaoh, "I leave to you the honor 
of setting the time for me to pray for you and your 
officials and your people that you and your houses 
may be rid of the frogs, except for those that remain 
in the Nile."  
___ 10  "Tomorrow," Pharaoh said. Moses replied, "It 
will be as you say, so that you may know there is no 
one like the LORD our God.  
___ 11  The frogs will leave you and your houses, your 
officials and your people; they will remain only in the 

Nile."  
___ 12  After Moses and Aaron left Pharaoh, Moses 
cried out to the LORD about the frogs he had brought 
on Pharaoh.  
___ 13  And the LORD did what Moses asked. The frogs 
died in the houses, in the courtyards and in the fields.  
___ 14  They were piled into heaps, and the land 
reeked of them.  
___ 15  But when Pharaoh saw that there was relief, he 
hardened his heart and would not listen to Moses and 
Aaron, just as the LORD had said.  
 
The Plague of Gnats 
___ 16  Then the LORD said to Moses, "Tell Aaron, 
'Stretch out your staff and strike the dust of the 
ground,' and throughout the land of Egypt the dust 
will become gnats."  
___ 17  They did this, and when Aaron stretched out his 
hand with the staff and struck the dust of the ground,  

 Which of the plagues would bother you the 
most? Explain. 

2. How/why do you think Pharaoh’s magician were 
able to duplicate the plague of blood (Gen. 7:14-
24) and the plague of frogs (Gen. 8:1-15)? Does 
this surprise you? (See Eph. 6:12) 

 Do you find this unsettling? Explain. (See 2 
Kings 6:15-17; Jn. 16:33; Ro. 8:37-39) 

3. Why do you think God upped His game with the 
plague of gnats and the following plagues doing 
things Pharaoh’s magicians could not duplicate? 
(See Ro. 1:18-23; Eph. 1:6) 

4. V. 8:22 – Why do you think God deals differently 
with the land of Goshen? Is God showing 
favoritism or is it for some other reason? Explain. 
(See Lev. 19:15; Acts 10:34; Ro. 2:11; Jas. 2:1) 

5. Why do you think Pharaoh keeps reneging on his 
promises? 

 How common do you believe reneging to be 
among people in our society today? Explain. 

 In self-examination, how common is reneging 
in your relationships with: a) family members, 
b) friends,  c) acquaintances, d) colleagues,  e) 
God? With whom are you most likely to 
renege? Explain? …least likely? Explain. 
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gnats came upon men and animals. All the dust 
throughout the land of Egypt became gnats.  
___ 18  But when the magicians tried to produce gnats 
by their secret arts, they could not. And the gnats 
were on men and animals.  
___ 19  The magicians said to Pharaoh, "This is the 
finger of God." But Pharaoh's heart was hard and he 
would not listen, just as the LORD had said.  
 
The Plague of Flies 
___ 20  Then the LORD said to Moses, "Get up early in 
the morning and confront Pharaoh as he goes to the 
water and say to him, 'This is what the LORD says: Let 
my people go, so that they may worship me.  
___ 21  If you do not let my people go, I will send 
swarms of flies on you and your officials, on your 
people and into your houses. The houses of the 
Egyptians will be full of flies, and even the ground 
where they are.  
___ 22  "'But on that day I will deal differently with the 
land of Goshen, where my people live; no swarms of 
flies will be there, so that you will know that I, the 
LORD, am in this land.  
___ 23  I will make a distinction between my people 
and your people. This miraculous sign will occur 
tomorrow.'"  
___ 24  And the LORD did this. Dense swarms of flies 
poured into Pharaoh's palace and into the houses of 
his officials, and throughout Egypt the land was ruined 
by the flies.  
___ 25  Then Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron 
and said, "Go, sacrifice to your God here in the land."  

___ 26  But Moses said, "That would not be right. The 
sacrifices we offer the LORD our God would be 
detestable to the Egyptians. And if we offer sacrifices 
that are detestable in their eyes, will they not stone 
us?  
___ 27  We must take a three-day journey into the 
desert to offer sacrifices to the LORD our God, as he 
commands us."  
___ 28  Pharaoh said, "I will let you go to offer sacrifices 
to the LORD your God in the desert, but you must not 
go very far. Now pray for me."  
___ 29  Moses answered, "As soon as I leave you, I will 
pray to the LORD, and tomorrow the flies will leave 
Pharaoh and his officials and his people. Only be sure 
that Pharaoh does not act deceitfully again by not 
letting the people go to offer sacrifices to the LORD."  
___ 30  Then Moses left Pharaoh and prayed to the 
LORD,  
___ 31  and the LORD did what Moses asked: The flies  
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left Pharaoh and his officials and his people; not a fly 
remained.  
___ 32  But this time also Pharaoh hardened his heart 
and would not let the people go.  
 
Exodus 9:1-35 (NIV)  
The Plague of Livestock 
___ 1  Then the LORD said to Moses, "Go to Pharaoh 
and say to him, 'This is what the LORD, the God of the 
Hebrews, says: "Let my people go, so that they may 
worship me."  
___ 2  If you refuse to let them go and continue to hold 
them back,  
___ 3  the hand of the LORD will bring a terrible plague 
on your livestock in the field--on your horses and 
donkeys and camels and on your cattle and sheep and 
goats.  
___ 4  But the LORD will make a distinction between 
the livestock of Israel and that of Egypt, so that no 
animal belonging to the Israelites will die.'"  
___ 5  The LORD set a time and said, "Tomorrow the 
LORD will do this in the land."  
___ 6  And the next day the LORD did it: All the 
livestock of the Egyptians died, but not one animal 
belonging to the Israelites died.  
___ 7  Pharaoh sent men to investigate and found that 
not even one of the animals of the Israelites had died. 
Yet his heart was unyielding and he would not let the 
people go.  
___ 8  Then the LORD said to Moses and Aaron, "Take 
handfuls of soot from a furnace and have Moses toss 
it into the air in the presence of Pharaoh.  
___ 9  It will become fine dust over the whole land of 

Egypt, and festering boils will break out on men and 
animals throughout the land."  
___ 10  So they took soot from a furnace and stood 
before Pharaoh. Moses tossed it into the air, and 
festering boils broke out on men and animals.  
___ 11  The magicians could not stand before Moses 
because of the boils that were on them and on all the 
Egyptians.  
___ 12  But the LORD hardened Pharaoh's heart and he 
would not listen to Moses and Aaron, just as the LORD 
had said to Moses.  
 
The Plague of Hail 
___ 13  Then the LORD said to Moses, "Get up early in 
the morning, confront Pharaoh and say to him, 'This is 
what the LORD, the God of the Hebrews, says: Let my 
people go, so that they may worship me,  
___ 14  or this time I will send the full force of my  
 
 
 
 
 
Reflect and Discuss 
1. Vv. 9:1-35 – What catches your attention the most 

in this chapter? 
2. For Pharaoh what do you think is the real issue? Is 

it primary a battle of wills with Yahweh? Is it 
primarily a matter of pride? Is it primarily a matter 
of power and control? Is it something else 
______? 

3. How reflective is Pharaoh of humankind? Give 
examples. 

4. V. 16 - Why is it so important to God that His 
name be proclaimed to all the earth? Is it ego or is 
it something else? (See Jn. 14:6; Acts 4:12; Ro. 
1:18-25; Eph. 2:8-9; 1 Tim. 2:3-6; Heb. 9:11-28)  

5. Do you think God could have achieved His goal 
without the plagues? Explain. 
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plagues against you and against your officials and your 
people, so you may know that there is no one like me 
in all the earth.  
___ 15  For by now I could have stretched out my hand 
and struck you and your people with a plague that 
would have wiped you off the earth.  
___ 16  But I have raised you up for this very purpose, 
that I might show you my power and that my name 
might be proclaimed in all the earth.  
___ 17  You still set yourself against my people and will 
not let them go.  
___ 18  Therefore, at this time tomorrow I will send the 
worst hailstorm that has ever fallen on Egypt, from 
the day it was founded till now.  
___ 19  Give an order now to bring your livestock and 
everything you have in the field to a place of shelter, 
because the hail will fall on every man and animal that 
has not been brought in and is still out in the field, and 
they will die.'"  
___ 20  Those officials of Pharaoh who feared the word 
of the LORD hurried to bring their slaves and their 
livestock inside.  
___ 21  But those who ignored the word of the LORD 
left their slaves and livestock in the field.  
___ 22  Then the LORD said to Moses, "Stretch out your 
hand toward the sky so that hail will fall all over Egypt-
-on men and animals and on everything growing in the 
fields of Egypt."  
___ 23  When Moses stretched out his staff toward the 
sky, the LORD sent thunder and hail, and lightning 
flashed down to the ground. So the LORD rained hail 
on the land of Egypt;  

___ 24  hail fell and lightning flashed back and forth. It 
was the worst storm in all the land of Egypt since it 
had become a nation.  
___ 25  Throughout Egypt hail struck everything in the 
fields--both men and animals; it beat down everything 
growing in the fields and stripped every tree.  
___ 26  The only place it did not hail was the land of 
Goshen, where the Israelites were.  
___ 27  Then Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron. 
"This time I have sinned," he said to them. "The LORD 
is in the right, and I and my people are in the wrong.  
___ 28  Pray to the LORD, for we have had enough 
thunder and hail. I will let you go; you don't have to 
stay any longer."  
___ 29  Moses replied, "When I have gone out of the 
city, I will spread out my hands in prayer to the LORD. 
The thunder will stop and there will be no more hail, 
so you may know that the earth is the LORD's.  
___ 30  But I know that you and your officials still do  
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not fear the LORD God."  
___ 31  (The flax and barley were destroyed, since the 
barley had headed and the flax was in bloom.  
___ 32  The wheat and spelt, however, were not 
destroyed, because they ripen later.)  
___ 33  Then Moses left Pharaoh and went out of the 
city. He spread out his hands toward the LORD; the 
thunder and hail stopped, and the rain no longer 
poured down on the land.  
___ 34  When Pharaoh saw that the rain and hail and 
thunder had stopped, he sinned again: He and his 
officials hardened their hearts.  
___ 35  So Pharaoh's heart was hard and he would not 
let the Israelites go, just as the LORD had said through 
Moses.  
 
Exodus 10:1-29 (NIV)  
The Plague of Locust 
___ 1  Then the LORD said to Moses, "Go to Pharaoh, 
for I have hardened his heart and the hearts of his 
officials so that I may perform these miraculous signs 
of mine among them  
___ 2  that you may tell your children and 
grandchildren how I dealt harshly with the Egyptians 
and how I performed my signs among them, and that 
you may know that I am the LORD."  
___ 3  So Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and said 
to him, "This is what the LORD, the God of the 
Hebrews, says: 'How long will you refuse to humble 
yourself before me? Let my people go, so that they 
may worship me.  
___ 4  If you refuse to let them go, I will bring locusts 

into your country tomorrow.  
___ 5  They will cover the face of the ground so that it 
cannot be seen. They will devour what little you have 
left after the hail, including every tree that is growing 
in your fields.  
___ 6  They will fill your houses and those of all your 
officials and all the Egyptians--something neither your 
fathers nor your forefathers have ever seen from the 
day they settled in this land till now.'" Then Moses 
turned and left Pharaoh.  
___ 7  Pharaoh's officials said to him, "How long will 
this man be a snare to us? Let the people go, so that 
they may worship the LORD their God. Do you not yet 
realize that Egypt is ruined?"  
___ 8  Then Moses and Aaron were brought back to 
Pharaoh. "Go, worship the LORD your God," he said. 
"But just who will be going?"  
___ 9  Moses answered, "We will go with our young 
and old, with our sons and daughters, and with our  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reflect and Discuss 
1. Vv. 10:1-29 – A hardening of the heart is basically 

having a calloused heart (see Eph. 4:17-19). 
Callouses are formed as messages from our nerve 
endings are ignored. When messages are 
repeatedly ignored there is a hardening that 
happens. Callouses desensitize us deadening our 
nerves so our minds do not receive the messages 
our nerves seek to deliver. 

 In what ways is this a fair description of what 
happened with Pharaoh in the hardening of 
his heart? 

 What messages was Pharoah not receiving? 
Why? 
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2. While callouses can and do deaden us to a lot of 
pain, what dangers do callouses present, be they 
callouses of body, mind, heart, or spirit?  

 To what danger and consequence(s) did 
Pharaoh’s hardened and calloused heart lead 
him and his people? 

3. God would have us have tender hearts, sensitive 
to the prodding of His Spirit. 

 What tenderizer(s) has or does God provide to 
keep our hearts tender and responsive and 
our minds open and responsive? 

4. What callouses of heart and mind do you perceive 
in our society? …in your social and/or business 
circles? …in your own life, your thinking, your 
feeling, your behaving? 

 What tenderizing is God seeking to work? 
How might He work it? 

5. In the nine plagues God basically demonstrates 
that the things and gods the Egyptians trusted in 
could not be counted on to deliver. 

flocks and herds, because we are to celebrate a 
festival to the LORD."  
___ 10  Pharaoh said, "The LORD be with you--if I let 
you go, along with your women and children! Clearly 
you are bent on evil.  
___ 11  No! Have only the men go; and worship the 
LORD, since that's what you have been asking for." 
Then Moses and Aaron were driven out of Pharaoh's 
presence.  
___ 12  And the LORD said to Moses, "Stretch out your 
hand over Egypt so that locusts will swarm over the 
land and devour everything growing in the fields, 
everything left by the hail."  
___ 13  So Moses stretched out his staff over Egypt, 
and the LORD made an east wind blow across the land 
all that day and all that night. By morning the wind 
had brought the locusts;  
___ 14  they invaded all Egypt and settled down in 
every area of the country in great numbers. Never 
before had there been such a plague of locusts, nor 
will there ever be again.  
___ 15  They covered all the ground until it was black. 
They devoured all that was left after the hail--
everything growing in the fields and the fruit on the 
trees. Nothing green remained on tree or plant in all 
the land of Egypt.  
___ 16  Pharaoh quickly summoned Moses and Aaron 
and said, "I have sinned against the LORD your God 
and against you.  
___ 17  Now forgive my sin once more and pray to the 

LORD your God to take this deadly plague away from 
me."  
___ 18  Moses then left Pharaoh and prayed to the 
LORD.  
___ 19  And the LORD changed the wind to a very 
strong west wind, which caught up the locusts and 
carried them into the Red Sea. Not a locust was left 
anywhere in Egypt.  
___ 20  But the LORD hardened Pharaoh's heart, and he 
would not let the Israelites go.  
 
The Plague of Darkness 
___ 21  Then the LORD said to Moses, "Stretch out your 
hand toward the sky so that darkness will spread over 
Egypt--darkness that can be felt."  
___ 22  So Moses stretched out his hand toward the 
sky, and total darkness covered all Egypt for three 
days.  
___ 23  No one could see anyone else or leave his place 
for three days. Yet all the Israelites had light in the 
places where they lived.  

 What are faulty gods of our culture? What 
things do many seem to trust in for their 
happiness and well-being, but that don’t 
faithfully deliver. 

6. What does Yahweh God promise and deliver? 
What are some things Yahweh God NOT promise, 
but people often expect Him to deliver? 
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Reflect and Discuss 
1. Vv. 10:21-29 – Throughout God’s use of plagues, 

what central truth is He wanting to communicate 
and why is it so important? (See Jn. 14:6; Acts 
4:12; Ro. 1:18-23; Eph. 4:6) 

2. What darkens our world? 
3. Jesus is the “light of the world.” What would He 

have us see? (See Jn. 8:12; Jn. 14:6; Ro. 3:23-25; 
Eph. 2:8-10; 1 Jn. 1:7-10) 

___ 24  Then Pharaoh summoned Moses and said, "Go, 
worship the LORD. Even your women and children 
may go with you; only leave your flocks and herds 
behind."  
___ 25  But Moses said, "You must allow us to have 
sacrifices and burnt offerings to present to the LORD 
our God.  
___ 26  Our livestock too must go with us; not a hoof is 
to be left behind. We have to use some of them in 
worshiping the LORD our God, and until we get there 
we will not know what we are to use to worship the 
LORD."  
___ 27  But the LORD hardened Pharaoh's heart, and he 
was not willing to let them go.  
___ 28  Pharaoh said to Moses, "Get out of my sight! 
Make sure you do not appear before me again! The 
day you see my face you will die."  
___ 29  "Just as you say," Moses replied, "I will never 
appear before you again."  
 
Exodus 11:1-10 (NIV)  
The Plague on the First Born 
___ 1  Now the LORD had said to Moses, "I will bring 
one more plague on Pharaoh and on Egypt. After that, 
he will let you go from here, and when he does, he will 
drive you out completely.  
___ 2  Tell the people that men and women alike are to 
ask their neighbors for articles of silver and gold."  
___ 3  (The LORD made the Egyptians favorably 
disposed toward the people, and Moses himself was 
highly regarded in Egypt by Pharaoh's officials and by 

the people.)  
___ 4  So Moses said, "This is what the LORD says: 
'About midnight I will go throughout Egypt.  
___ 5  Every firstborn son in Egypt will die, from the 
firstborn son of Pharaoh, who sits on the throne, to 
the firstborn son of the slave girl, who is at her hand 
mill, and all the firstborn of the cattle as well.  
___ 6  There will be loud wailing throughout Egypt--
worse than there has ever been or ever will be again.  
___ 7  But among the Israelites not a dog will bark at 
any man or animal.' Then you will know that the LORD 
makes a distinction between Egypt and Israel.  
___ 8  All these officials of yours will come to me, 
bowing down before me and saying, 'Go, you and all 
the people who follow you!' After that I will leave." 
Then Moses, hot with anger, left Pharaoh.  
___ 9  The LORD had said to Moses, "Pharaoh will 
refuse to listen to you--so that my wonders may be 
multiplied in Egypt."  
___ 10  Moses and Aaron performed all these wonders  
4. We also are to be light for the world (see Mt. 5:14-

16). 

 In what sense are we lights in the world? How 
is our light difference from Jesus being the 
light of the world? 

 What what/whom is your light shining? What 
are you enabling people to see? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reflect and Discuss 
1. Vv. 11:1-10 – What most captures your attention 

in this short chapter? Explain. 

 V. 11:3 – What do you think it meant that the 
“the Egyptians were favorably disposed 
toward the people? Explain. 

 V. 11:3 – also says “Moses himself was highly 
regarded in Egypt by Pharaoh's officials and by 
the people.” 
o Do you think Moses was highly regarded 

out of 1) fear? 2) respect? 3) admiration? 
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4) love or fondness? 5) other 
__________? Explain. 

2. In our world today how much of the trauma 
people face individually and collectively is a result 
of  God intentionally acting to discipline the 
people and nations, and call them to repentance 
through trauma and how much of it is the natural 
consequences of living in a sin infested society and 
God seeking to discipline people and call them to 
repentance by not actively intervening with His 
mercy? Explain. 

3. What signs are many people disregarding today? 
Why? 

4. Luther in his explanation to the third article of the 
Apostles’ Creed states the Holy Spirit calls us by 
the Gospel. What does that mean to you? (See 
Mt. 3:1-2; Mt. 4:17; Mt. 10:7-8; Lk. 4:18-21; Lk. 
17:20-21; Jn. 3:16-17; Jn. 12:47; Ro. 3:23-25; Ro. 
8:1-4; Ro. 10:14-17; Gal.2:16; Eph. 2:8-9; 1 Tim. 
2:3-6;Tit. 3:4-7; 1 Jn. 2:2) 

before Pharaoh, but the LORD hardened Pharaoh's 
heart, and he would not let the Israelites go out of his 
country.  
 
Exodus 12:1-51 (NIV)  
The Passover 
___ 1  The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in Egypt,  
___ 2  "This month is to be for you the first month, the 
first month of your year.  
___ 3  Tell the whole community of Israel that on the 
tenth day of this month each man is to take a lamb for 
his family, one for each household.  
___ 4  If any household is too small for a whole lamb, 
they must share one with their nearest neighbor, 
having taken into account the number of people there 
are. You are to determine the amount of lamb needed 
in accordance with what each person will eat.  
___ 5  The animals you choose must be year-old males 
without defect, and you may take them from the 
sheep or the goats.  
___ 6  Take care of them until the fourteenth day of 
the month, when all the people of the community of 
Israel must slaughter them at twilight.  
___ 7  Then they are to take some of the blood and put 
it on the sides and tops of the doorframes of the 
houses where they eat the lambs.  
___ 8  That same night they are to eat the meat 
roasted over the fire, along with bitter herbs, and 
bread made without yeast.  
___ 9  Do not eat the meat raw or cooked in water, but 
roast it over the fire--head, legs and inner parts.  

___ 10  Do not leave any of it till morning; if some is left 
till morning, you must burn it.  
___ 11  This is how you are to eat it: with your cloak 
tucked into your belt, your sandals on your feet and 
your staff in your hand. Eat it in haste; it is the LORD's 
Passover.  
___ 12  "On that same night I will pass through Egypt 
and strike down every firstborn--both men and 
animals--and I will bring judgment on all the gods of 
Egypt. I am the LORD.  
___ 13  The blood will be a sign for you on the houses 
where you are; and when I see the blood, I will pass 
over you. No destructive plague will touch you when I 
strike Egypt.  
___ 14  "This is a day you are to commemorate; for the 
generations to come you shall celebrate it as a festival 
to the LORD--a lasting ordinance.  
___ 15  For seven days you are to eat bread made 
without yeast. On the first day remove the yeast from 
your houses, for whoever eats anything with yeast in  

 
 

 
Reflect and Discuss 
1. Vv. 12:1-30 – Why do you think God gave the 

Israelites detailed instructions about celebrating 
Passover? 

 What specific instruction did God give Moses 
to tell all of Israel?   

 How important was it for the Israelites to 
obey every detail of God’s instructions? 

 How were God’s instructions significant for 
Israel’s future? (12:24-27) 

2. Through this event God was bringing “judgment 
on all the gods of Egypt” (v. 12)  What are the 
gods of our culture? How does God show Himself 
to be more powerful? 

3. How does this story shed light on the purpose and 
benefits of Christ’s death and shed blood? Why 
has the Christian church replaced Passover with 
the celebration of the Lord’s Supper? (See Mt. 
26:17-28; 1 Cor. 11:23-26; Heb. 9:11-28) 

4. How is obeying God an act of worship? (See 1 
Sam. 15:22; Jn. 14:15) 

 Why do we at times refuse to listen to and 
obey God?  

5. It took death to motivate Pharaoh to listen to God. 
What motivates you to listen to God? 

 What can you do today to follow God’s 
instructions for your life? 
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6. Appendix 1 at the end of this study guide is a 
script for observing a Passover/Seder Meal as 
Christian. Your group might want to read and 
discuss it. 

7. Discuss the major observances in the Jewish and 
Christian calendar year. (See below) What day(s) 
and/or season(s) are most meaningful for you. 
Explain. 

 

The two most important Jewish holidays are Rosh 
Hashanah (New Year) and Yom Kippur (Day of 
Atonement) with Yom Kippur being the more 
important of the two. The three major festivals are 
Pesaḥ (Passover, the Feast of Unleavened Bread, the 
Exodus, Freedom), Shavuot (Feast of Weeks, or 
Pentecost, giving of the Torah, First Fruits), and 
Sukkoth (Tabernacles, the Feast of Booths, Fall 
Harvest). However, Hanukkah (celebrating liberation) 
is probably better known. 
 

The major seasons for Christians are: (a) Advent 
(coming of the Messiah, time of preparation), (b) 
Christmas (God becomes incarnate, humbling Himself  
it from the first day through the seventh must be cut 
off from Israel.  
___ 16  On the first day hold a sacred assembly, and 
another one on the seventh day. Do no work at all on 
these days, except to prepare food for everyone to 
eat--that is all you may do.  
___ 17  "Celebrate the Feast of Unleavened Bread, 
because it was on this very day that I brought your 
divisions out of Egypt. Celebrate this day as a lasting 
ordinance for the generations to come.  
___ 18  In the first month you are to eat bread made 
without yeast, from the evening of the fourteenth day 
until the evening of the twenty-first day.  
___ 19  For seven days no yeast is to be found in your 
houses. And whoever eats anything with yeast in it 
must be cut off from the community of Israel, whether 
he is an alien or native-born.  
___ 20  Eat nothing made with yeast. Wherever you 
live, you must eat unleavened bread."  
___ 21  Then Moses summoned all the elders of Israel 
and said to them, "Go at once and select the animals 
for your families and slaughter the Passover lamb.  
___ 22  Take a bunch of hyssop, dip it into the blood in 
the basin and put some of the blood on the top and 
on both sides of the doorframe. Not one of you shall 
go out the door of his house until morning.  
___ 23  When the LORD goes through the land to strike 
down the Egyptians, he will see the blood on the top 
and sides of the doorframe and will pass over that 

doorway, and he will not permit the destroyer to 
enter your houses and strike you down.  
___ 24  "Obey these instructions as a lasting ordinance 
for you and your descendants.  
___ 25  When you enter the land that the LORD will 
give you as he promised, observe this ceremony.  
___ 26  And when your children ask you, 'What does 
this ceremony mean to you?'  
___ 27  then tell them, 'It is the Passover sacrifice to 
the LORD, who passed over the houses of the 
Israelites in Egypt and spared our homes when he 
struck down the Egyptians.'" Then the people bowed 
down and worshiped.  
___ 28  The Israelites did just what the LORD 
commanded Moses and Aaron.  
___ 29  At midnight the LORD struck down all the 
firstborn in Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh, who 
sat on the throne, to the firstborn of the prisoner, who 
was in the dungeon, and the firstborn of all the 
livestock as well.  
___ 30  Pharaoh and all his officials and all the 
Egyptians got up during the night, and there was loud  
becoming a man), (c) Epiphany (this man is also divine 
revealing to us God—the last Sunday of Epiphany is 
Transfiguration Sunday when Jesus’ divine nature was 
most clearly manifest on earth), (d) Lent (focusing us 
on Jesus’ work—the last week of Lent is Holy Week 
beginning with (1) Palm Sunday—celebrating Jesus 
triumphant entry into Jerusalem before His crucifixion, 
(2) next is Maundy Thursday—Jesus washes feet and 
give us the new mandate, the new commandment, 
institutes the Lord’s Supper, prays the High Priestly 
prayer, prays in the garden, is arrested and tried, and 
(3) Good Friday—focusing us on God’s love as Jesus is 
crucified, dies, and is buried, (e) Easter (focusing us on 
God’s power over death and the newness of life), (f) 
Ascension, (Jesus ascends as King), (g) Ordinary Time 
(this season begins with Pentecost when Jesus 
empowers the church with His presence through His 
Spirt. The season is about the ministry of the church 
through the Spirit).. 
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wailing in Egypt, for there was not a house without 
someone dead.  
 
The Exodus 
___ 31  During the night Pharaoh summoned Moses 
and Aaron and said, "Up! Leave my people, you and 
the Israelites! Go, worship the LORD as you have 
requested.  
___ 32  Take your flocks and herds, as you have said, 
and go. And also bless me."  
___ 33  The Egyptians urged the people to hurry and 
leave the country. "For otherwise," they said, "we will 
all die!"  
___ 34  So the people took their dough before the 
yeast was added, and carried it on their shoulders in 
kneading troughs wrapped in clothing.  
___ 35  The Israelites did as Moses instructed and 
asked the Egyptians for articles of silver and gold and 
for clothing.  
___ 36  The LORD had made the Egyptians favorably 
disposed toward the people, and they gave them what 
they asked for; so they plundered the Egyptians.  
___ 37  The Israelites journeyed from Rameses to 
Succoth. There were about six hundred thousand men 
on foot, besides women and children.  
___ 38  Many other people went up with them, as well 
as large droves of livestock, both flocks and herds.  
___ 39  With the dough they had brought from Egypt, 
they baked cakes of unleavened bread. The dough was 

without yeast because they had been driven out of 
Egypt and did not have time to prepare food for 
themselves.  
___ 40  Now the length of time the Israelite people 
lived in Egypt was 430 years.  
___ 41  At the end of the 430 years, to the very day, all 
the LORD's divisions left Egypt.  
___ 42  Because the LORD kept vigil that night to bring 
them out of Egypt, on this night all the Israelites are to 
keep vigil to honor the LORD for the generations to 
come.  
 
Passover Restrictions  
___ 43  The LORD said to Moses and Aaron, "These are 
the regulations for the Passover: "No foreigner is to 
eat of it.  
___ 44  Any slave you have bought may eat of it after 
you have circumcised him,  
___ 45  but a temporary resident and a hired worker 
may not eat of it.  
___ 46  "It must be eaten inside one house; take none 
of the meat outside the house. Do not break any of  
 
 
 
Reflect and Discuss 
1. Vv. 12:31-42 – What in these verses (the actual 

Exodus event itself) most strikes you or captures 
your attention? Explain. 

2. What do you think Pharaoh is thinking and feeling 
at this time? 

 What are the Egyptians in general thinking 
and feeling? 

 What are Moses and Aaron thinking and 
feeling? 

 What are the Israelites thinking and feeling? 
3. V. 12:38 – Does it surprise you that many 

Egyptians left with Moses and the Israelites? 
Explain. 
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Reflect and Discuss 
1. Vv. 12:43-50 – What are your thoughts about the 

Passover regulations? Explain. 
2. Why do you think God instructed the “alien” 

(probably mostly Egyptians) who accompanied the 
Israelites to be circumcised before they were 
permitted to join in a Passover celebration? 

 What was an alien in essence confessing or 
professing in being circumcised? 

the bones.  
___ 47  The whole community of Israel must celebrate 
it.  
___ 48  "An alien living among you who wants to 
celebrate the LORD's Passover must have all the males 
in his household circumcised; then he may take part 
like one born in the land. No uncircumcised male may 
eat of it.  
___ 49  The same law applies to the native-born and to 
the alien living among you."  
___ 50  All the Israelites did just what the LORD had 
commanded Moses and Aaron.  
___ 51  And on that very day the LORD brought the 
Israelites out of Egypt by their divisions.  
 
Exodus 13:1-22 (NIV)  
Consecration of the First Born 
___ 1  The LORD said to Moses,  
___ 2  "Consecrate to me every firstborn male. The 
first offspring of every womb among the Israelites 
belongs to me, whether man or animal."  
___ 3  Then Moses said to the people, "Commemorate 
this day, the day you came out of Egypt, out of the 
land of slavery, because the LORD brought you out of 
it with a mighty hand. Eat nothing containing yeast.  
___ 4  Today, in the month of Abib, you are leaving.  
___ 5  When the LORD brings you into the land of the 
Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Hivites and Jebusites--

the land he swore to your forefathers to give you, a 
land flowing with milk and honey--you are to observe 
this ceremony in this month:  
___ 6  For seven days eat bread made without yeast 
and on the seventh day hold a festival to the LORD.  
___ 7  Eat unleavened bread during those seven days; 
nothing with yeast in it is to be seen among you, nor 
shall any yeast be seen anywhere within your borders.  
___ 8  On that day tell your son, 'I do this because of 
what the LORD did for me when I came out of Egypt.'  
___ 9  This observance will be for you like a sign on 
your hand and a reminder on your forehead that the 
law of the LORD is to be on your lips. For the LORD 
brought you out of Egypt with his mighty hand.  
___ 10  You must keep this ordinance at the appointed 
time year after year.  
___ 11  "After the LORD brings you into the land of the 
Canaanites and gives it to you, as he promised on oath 
to you and your forefathers,  
___ 12  you are to give over to the LORD the first 
offspring of every womb. All the firstborn males of 
your livestock belong to the LORD.  
___ 13  Redeem with a lamb every firstborn donkey,  

 What is God in essence professing or pledging 
when an alien is circumcised? (See Gen. 17:7-
14; Ro. 4:7-13; Gal. 5:6) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reflect and Discuss 
1. Vv. 13:1-16 – The Hebrew word for consecrate is 

qad·deš. In Greek, the word is hagiasmós 
stemming from the root word hagios meaning 
sacred or holy. To be consecrated, sacred, holy in 
essence is to be “set apart.” It is not so much 
being “set apart from.” Rather it is being “set 
apart for.” It is being set apart for the purposes of 
God. 

 In what sense was Israel as a people God’s 
firstborn (see Ex. 4:22) and a people 
consecrated for the God’s service? 

https://biblehub.com/hebrew/kaddesh_6942.htm


39 
 

 In what sense is Jesus God’s firstborn and 
consecrated for God’s service (see Col. 1:15-
20)? 

 In what sense is the church and all those 
professing Jesus as Savior and Lord to be 
consecrated for God’s service (see 2 Cor. 5:17-
20; Phil. 2:12-13; 1 Pe. 2:9)? 

2. What does being consecrated for God’s service 
look like? (See Mt. 5:16; Mt. 28:19-20; Jn. 13:34-
35; Jn. 15:4-5,8,12,16-17; Jn. 17:15-18; Acts 1:8; 
Ro. 10:14-17; 1 Cor. 16:14; 2 Cor. 5:17-20; Gal. 
5:6,13-14; Gal. 6:2,9-10; Eph. 2:8-10; Eph. 4:1-
2,16,32; Phil. 2:12-13; Col. 1:28-29; Col. 3:12-14; 
Col. 4:5-6; 1 Th. 4:9-10; Jas. 1:19,22; Jas. 4:17; 1 
Pe. 3:15; 1 Jn. 3:16-18) 

 Note in Phil. 2:12-13 we are instructed to 
“work out” not “work for” our salvation. It 
assumes we already have salvation as a free 
gift of God. What does it mean to “work out” 
one’s salvation? (See Eph. 2:8-10; Col. 1:24) 

 What are you doing so that you might live a 
life worthy of your calling (Jn. 15:16-17; Eph. 
4:1)? 

  
 
but if you do not redeem it, break its neck. Redeem 
every firstborn among your sons.  
___ 14  "In days to come, when your son asks you, 
'What does this mean?' say to him, 'With a mighty 
hand the LORD brought us out of Egypt, out of the 
land of slavery.  
___ 15  When Pharaoh stubbornly refused to let us go, 
the LORD killed every firstborn in Egypt, both man and 
animal. This is why I sacrifice to the LORD the first 
male offspring of every womb and redeem each of my 
firstborn sons.'  
___ 16  And it will be like a sign on your hand and a 
symbol on your forehead that the LORD brought us 
out of Egypt with his mighty hand."  
 
Crossing the Sea 
___ 17  When Pharaoh let the people go, God did not 
lead them on the road through the Philistine country, 
though that was shorter. For God said, "If they face 
war, they might change their minds and return to 
Egypt."  
___ 18  So God led the people around by the desert 
road toward the Red Sea. The Israelites went up out of 
Egypt armed for battle.  
___ 19  Moses took the bones of Joseph with him 

because Joseph had made the sons of Israel swear an 
oath. He had said, "God will surely come to your aid, 
and then you must carry my bones up with you from 
this place."  
___ 20  After leaving Succoth they camped at Etham on 
the edge of the desert.  
___ 21  By day the LORD went ahead of them in a pillar 
of cloud to guide them on their way and by night in a 
pillar of fire to give them light, so that they could 
travel by day or night.  
___ 22  Neither the pillar of cloud by day nor the pillar 
of fire by night left its place in front of the people.  
 
Exodus 14:1-31 (NIV)  
___ 1  Then the LORD said to Moses,  
___ 2  "Tell the Israelites to turn back and encamp near 
Pi Hahiroth, between Migdol and the sea. They are to 
encamp by the sea, directly opposite Baal Zephon.  
___ 3  Pharaoh will think, 'The Israelites are wandering 
around the land in confusion, hemmed in by the 
desert.'  
___ 4  And I will harden Pharaoh's heart, and he will 
pursue them. But I will gain glory for myself through 
Pharaoh and all his army, and the Egyptians will know 
that I am the LORD." So the Israelites did this.  
___ 5  When the king of Egypt was told that the people  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reflect and Discuss 
1. Vv. 13:17-14:31 – What catches your attention in 

these verses? What  makes you raise your 
eyebrows? 

2. If an Egyptian historian were to write an account 
of the Israelites’ exodus, how do you think s/he 
might tell it? 

3. V. 13:17 – What was God’s perception and 
understanding of His chosen people? What 
validation of this do we find in vv. 14:10-12? 
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 What do the Israelites most need to learn? 

 Read 1 John 3:1-2 – We are all loved by God 
(see Jer. 31:1), but we are not mature. We are 
at various stages of maturity. What do you 
think God’s perception and understanding is 
of you? (Phil. 3:12-16) 

 What lesson do you think God is most wanting 
you to learn as He considers where you are in 
your maturity? 

4. See Exodus 12:38 – If there are roughly 2.5 million 
people accompanying Moses that would equal the 
population of the entire cities of Chicago (slightly 
over 2.5 million – 2022) or the entire city of 
Houston (slightly under 2.5 million – 2022) + we 
read large herds of animals. If you stand two 
grown people together shoulder to shoulder with 
roughly six inches between them you would 
measure around five feet. With a line of 100 such 
people it would come to around a mile wide. It 
would take 25,000 line of 100 people a mile wide 
to makeup 2.5 million. If each line were six feet 
from each other it would take up 28 miles of 100 
person lines to make up 2.5 million people. The 
Red Sea at its widest point is 220 miles wide, at its 
narrowest point it is 10.5 miles wide. What would 
it be like to  

had fled, Pharaoh and his officials changed their minds 
about them and said, "What have we done? We have 
let the Israelites go and have lost their services!"  
___ 6  So he had his chariot made ready and took his 
army with him.  
___ 7  He took six hundred of the best chariots, along 
with all the other chariots of Egypt, with officers over 
all of them.  
___ 8  The LORD hardened the heart of Pharaoh king of 
Egypt, so that he pursued the Israelites, who were 
marching out boldly.  
___ 9  The Egyptians--all Pharaoh's horses and chariots, 
horsemen and troops--pursued the Israelites and 
overtook them as they camped by the sea near Pi 
Hahiroth, opposite Baal Zephon.  
___ 10  As Pharaoh approached, the Israelites looked 
up, and there were the Egyptians, marching after 
them. They were terrified and cried out to the LORD.  
___ 11  They said to Moses, "Was it because there were 
no graves in Egypt that you brought us to the desert to 
die? What have you done to us by bringing us out of 
Egypt?  
___ 12  Didn't we say to you in Egypt, 'Leave us alone; 
let us serve the Egyptians'? It would have been better 

for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the 
desert!"  
___ 13  Moses answered the people, "Do not be afraid. 
Stand firm and you will see the deliverance the LORD 
will bring you today. The Egyptians you see today you 
will never see again.  
___ 14  The LORD will fight for you; you need only to be 
still."  
___ 15  Then the LORD said to Moses, "Why are you 
crying out to me? Tell the Israelites to move on.  
___ 16  Raise your staff and stretch out your hand over 
the sea to divide the water so that the Israelites can 
go through the sea on dry ground.  
___ 17  I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that 
they will go in after them. And I will gain glory through 
Pharaoh and all his army, through his chariots and his 
horsemen.  
___ 18  The Egyptians will know that I am the LORD 
when I gain glory through Pharaoh, his chariots and 
his horsemen."  
___ 19  Then the angel of God, who had been traveling 
in front of Israel's army, withdrew and went behind 
them. The pillar of cloud also moved from in front and 
stood behind them,  
___ 20  coming between the armies of Egypt and Israel. 
Throughout the night the cloud brought darkness to 
the one side and light to the other side; so neither  

move 2.5 million people some of them babies and 
some elderly + your belongings and equipment, + 
large herds of animals across the Red Sea? 

 Compare this with your going on a hike 
together as a family or as a group of friends. 
…on a trip together? 

 What are the Israelites thinking and feeling as 
they cross through the Red Sea with Pharaoh’s 
army, the angel of God, and pillar of cloud 
following behind? 

 As an Israelite what are you thinking and 
feeling as the sea crashing in upon the 
Egyptian army? 

5. Share a time you have experienced God’s 
deliverance. 
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went near the other all night long.  
___ 21  Then Moses stretched out his hand over the 
sea, and all that night the LORD drove the sea back 
with a strong east wind and turned it into dry land. 
The waters were divided,  
___ 22  and the Israelites went through the sea on dry 
ground, with a wall of water on their right and on their 
left.  
___ 23  The Egyptians pursued them, and all Pharaoh's 
horses and chariots and horsemen followed them into 
the sea.  
___ 24  During the last watch of the night the LORD 
looked down from the pillar of fire and cloud at the 
Egyptian army and threw it into confusion.  
___ 25  He made the wheels of their chariots come off 
so that they had difficulty driving. And the Egyptians 
said, "Let's get away from the Israelites! The LORD is 
fighting for them against Egypt."  
___ 26  Then the LORD said to Moses, "Stretch out your 
hand over the sea so that the waters may flow back 
over the Egyptians and their chariots and horsemen."  
___ 27  Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and 
at daybreak the sea went back to its place. The 
Egyptians were fleeing toward it, and the LORD swept 

them into the sea.  
___ 28  The water flowed back and covered the 
chariots and horsemen--the entire army of Pharaoh 
that had followed the Israelites into the sea. Not one 
of them survived.  
___ 29  But the Israelites went through the sea on dry 
ground, with a wall of water on their right and on their 
left.  
___ 30  That day the LORD saved Israel from the hands 
of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians lying 
dead on the shore.  
___ 31  And when the Israelites saw the great power 
the LORD displayed against the Egyptians, the people 
feared the LORD and put their trust in him and in 
Moses his servant.  
 
Exodus 15:1-27 (NIV)  
The Song of Moses 
___ 1  Then Moses and the Israelites sang this song to 
the LORD: "I will sing to the LORD, for he is highly 
exalted. The horse and its rider he has hurled into the 
sea.  
___ 2  The LORD is my strength and my song; he has 
become my salvation. He is my God, and I will praise 
him, my father's God, and I will exalt him.  
___ 3  The LORD is a warrior; the LORD is his name.  
___ 4  Pharaoh's chariots and his army he has hurled  
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Reflect and Discuss 
1. Vv. 15:1-21 –  What thoughts and feelings does 

the Song of Moses generate within you? Explain. 
2. How would/does this song answer the question 

posed in v. 15:11? 
3. How do you reconcile God’s actions described in 

this song with v. 15:11? (See also Ezek. 33:11; Mt. 
23:37; 1 Tim. 2:3-6; 1 Jn. 2:2) 

 Discuss the statement: “While God’s actions 
involved the destruction of the Egyptian army, 
God’s purpose was not to destroy the 
Egyptian  

into the sea. The best of Pharaoh's officers are 
drowned in the Red Sea.  
___ 5  The deep waters have covered them; they sank 
to the depths like a stone.  
___ 6  "Your right hand, O LORD, was majestic in 
power. Your right hand, O LORD, shattered the enemy.  
___ 7  In the greatness of your majesty you threw 
down those who opposed you. You unleashed your 
burning anger; it consumed them like stubble.  
___ 8  By the blast of your nostrils the waters piled up. 
The surging waters stood firm like a wall; the deep 
waters congealed in the heart of the sea.  
___ 9  "The enemy boasted, 'I will pursue, I will 
overtake them. I will divide the spoils; I will gorge 
myself on them. I will draw my sword and my hand 
will destroy them.'  
___ 10  But you blew with your breath, and the sea 
covered them. They sank like lead in the mighty 
waters.  
___ 11  "Who among the gods is like you, O LORD? 
Who is like you-- majestic in holiness, awesome in 
glory, working wonders?  
___ 12  You stretched out your right hand and the earth 

swallowed them.  
___ 13  "In your unfailing love you will lead the people 
you have redeemed. In your strength you will guide 
them to your holy dwelling.  
___ 14  The nations will hear and tremble; anguish will 
grip the people of Philistia.  
___ 15  The chiefs of Edom will be terrified, the leaders 
of Moab will be seized with trembling, the people of 
Canaan will melt away;  
___ 16  terror and dread will fall upon them. By the 
power of your arm they will be as still as a stone-- until 
your people pass by, O LORD, until the people you 
bought pass by.  
___ 17  You will bring them in and plant them on the 
mountain of your inheritance-- the place, O LORD, you 
made for your dwelling, the sanctuary, O Lord, your 
hands established.  
___ 18  The LORD will reign for ever and ever."  
___ 19  When Pharaoh's horses, chariots and horsemen 
went into the sea, the LORD brought the waters of the 
sea back over them, but the Israelites walked through 
the sea on dry ground.  
___ 20  Then Miriam the prophetess, Aaron's sister, 
took a tambourine in her hand, and all the women 
followed her, with tambourines and dancing.  
___ 21  Miriam sang to them: "Sing to the LORD, for he 
is highly exalted. The horse and its rider he has hurled 
into the sea."  

army, but to save and preserve Israel for the 
ultimate salvation of all humankind. God was 
advancing His heilsgeschichte—His story, His 
history  being written on behalf of all 
humankind.” – Bill Cullen 
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The Waters of Marah and Elim 
___ 22  Then Moses led Israel from the Red Sea and 
they went into the Desert of Shur. For three days they 
traveled in the desert without finding water.  
___ 23  When they came to Marah, they could not 
drink its water because it was bitter. (That is why the 
place is called Marah.)  
___ 24  So the people grumbled against Moses, saying, 
"What are we to drink?"  
___ 25  Then Moses cried out to the LORD, and the 
LORD showed him a piece of wood. He threw it into 
the water, and the water became sweet. There the 
LORD made a decree and a law for them, and there he 
tested them.  
___ 26  He said, "If you listen carefully to the voice of 
the LORD your God and do what is right in his eyes, if 
you pay attention to his commands and keep all his 
decrees, I will not bring on you any of the diseases I 
brought on the Egyptians, for I am the LORD, who 
heals you."  
___ 27  Then they came to Elim, where there were 
twelve springs and seventy palm trees, and they 
camped there near the water.  

 
Exodus 16:1-36 (NIV)  
Manna and Quail 
___ 1  The whole Israelite community set out from Elim 
and came to the Desert of Sin, which is between Elim 
and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second month 
after they had come out of Egypt.  
___ 2  In the desert the whole community grumbled 
against Moses and Aaron.  
___ 3  The Israelites said to them, "If only we had died 
by the LORD's hand in Egypt! There we sat around 
pots of meat and ate all the food we wanted, but you 
have brought us out into this desert to starve this 
entire assembly to death."  
___ 4  Then the LORD said to Moses, "I will rain down 
bread from heaven for you. The people are to go out 
each day and gather enough for that day. In this way I 
will test them and see whether they will follow my 
instructions.  
___ 5  On the sixth day they are to prepare what they 
bring in, and that is to be twice as much as they gather 
on the other days."  
___ 6  So Moses and Aaron said to all the Israelites, "In 
the evening you will know that it was the LORD who 
brought you out of Egypt,  
___ 7  and in the morning you will see the glory of the 
LORD, because he has heard your grumbling against  
 
Reflect and Discuss 
1. Vv. 15:22-27 –  What do these verses reveal or 

confirm about the Israelites.  
 

Note: Although Scripture will at times use the 
words punishment and discipline interchangeably 
as a matter of semantics in this study punishment 
is being defined as “to make someone pay. It’s 
focus is on the past offense and it is generally 
done in anger. Discipline, while it may involve the 
same action as punishment, it is done with an 
entirely different focus and motive. Discipline is 
done in love to help someone learn and become. 
Its focus is upon the present and the future. 
 

2.  Using the above definitions, do you see v. 15:26 
reflecting discipline or punishment? Explain. 
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Reflect and Discuss 
1. Vv. 16:1-36 – As you read this chapter what are 

three things you observe? Do any of your 
observations surprise you? Why or why not? 

 What question does the chapter raise for you? 
Explain. 

2. What does vv. 16:2-3 reveal about the Israelites? 
How reflective is this of human nature? Explain. 

3. What do vv. 16:4-5 reveal about God? What is it 
God wants? Why? Explain. (See 1 Sam. 15:22; Ro. 
1:5; 1 Jn. 5:3-5) 

4. V. 16:8 – What is Moses wanting the people to 
know and understand? Why? 

5. About what things or what types of things are you 
most likely to grumble and complain? Explain. 

 Brainstorm and list things you could do 
instead of grumbling and complaining?  

 Which of these do you think would be most 
helpful and God-pleasing? Explain. 

6. Vv. 16:11-30 – Why do you think God (except for 
the day before the Sabbath) provided the 
Israelites with only one day’s food at a time? What 
would He have Israel learn? 

 What do we learn about God in these verses? 

 What do we learn about the Israelites and 
about human nature? 

him. Who are we, that you should grumble against 
us?"  
___ 8  Moses also said, "You will know that it was the 
LORD when he gives you meat to eat in the evening 
and all the bread you want in the morning, because he 
has heard your grumbling against him. Who are we? 
You are not grumbling against us, but against the 
LORD."  
___ 9  Then Moses told Aaron, "Say to the entire 
Israelite community, 'Come before the LORD, for he 
has heard your grumbling.'"  
___ 10  While Aaron was speaking to the whole 
Israelite community, they looked toward the desert, 
and there was the glory of the LORD appearing in the 
cloud.  
___ 11  The LORD said to Moses,  
___ 12  "I have heard the grumbling of the Israelites. 
Tell them, 'At twilight you will eat meat, and in the 
morning you will be filled with bread. Then you will 
know that I am the LORD your God.'"  
___ 13  That evening quail came and covered the camp, 
and in the morning there was a layer of dew around 
the camp.  

___ 14  When the dew was gone, thin flakes like frost 
on the ground appeared on the desert floor.  
___ 15  When the Israelites saw it, they said to each 
other, "What is it?" For they did not know what it was. 
Moses said to them, "It is the bread the LORD has 
given you to eat.  
___ 16  This is what the LORD has commanded: 'Each 
one is to gather as much as he needs. Take an omer 
for each person you have in your tent.'"  
___ 17  The Israelites did as they were told; some 
gathered much, some little.  
___ 18  And when they measured it by the omer, he 
who gathered much did not have too much, and he 
who gathered little did not have too little. Each one 
gathered as much as he needed.  
___ 19  Then Moses said to them, "No one is to keep 
any of it until morning."  
___ 20  However, some of them paid no attention to 
Moses; they kept part of it until morning, but it was 
full of maggots and began to smell. So Moses was 
angry with them.  
___ 21  Each morning everyone gathered as much as he 
needed, and when the sun grew hot, it melted away.  
___ 22  On the sixth day, they gathered twice as much--
two omers for each person--and the leaders of the 
community came and reported this to Moses.  
___ 23  He said to them, "This is what the LORD 
commanded: 'Tomorrow is to be a day of rest, a holy  
7. If you had been an Israelite in camp before the 

Lord provided quail and manna, what would you 
have been doing? After the quail and manna were 
provided what would you have been doing? 
Explain. 

8. V. 16:36 – Aren’t you glad it explained for you how 
much an omer was? 
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to the LORD. So bake what you want to bake and boil 
what you want to boil. Save whatever is left and keep 
it until morning.'"  
___ 24  So they saved it until morning, as Moses 
commanded, and it did not stink or get maggots in it.  
___ 25  "Eat it today," Moses said, "because today is a 
Sabbath to the LORD. You will not find any of it on the 
ground today.  
___ 26  Six days you are to gather it, but on the seventh 
day, the Sabbath, there will not be any."  
___ 27  Nevertheless, some of the people went out on 
the seventh day to gather it, but they found none.  
___ 28  Then the LORD said to Moses, "How long will 
you refuse to keep my commands and my 
instructions?  
___ 29  Bear in mind that the LORD has given you the 
Sabbath; that is why on the sixth day he gives you 
bread for two days. Everyone is to stay where he is on 
the seventh day; no one is to go out."  
___ 30  So the people rested on the seventh day.  
___ 31  The people of Israel called the bread manna. It 
was white like coriander seed and tasted like wafers 
made with honey.  

___ 32  Moses said, "This is what the LORD has 
commanded: 'Take an omer of manna and keep it for 
the generations to come, so they can see the bread I 
gave you to eat in the desert when I brought you out 
of Egypt.'"  
___ 33  So Moses said to Aaron, "Take a jar and put an 
omer of manna in it. Then place it before the LORD to 
be kept for the generations to come."  
___ 34  As the LORD commanded Moses, Aaron put the 
manna in front of the Testimony, that it might be kept.  
___ 35  The Israelites ate manna forty years, until they 
came to a land that was settled; they ate manna until 
they reached the border of Canaan.  
___ 36  (An omer is one tenth of an ephah.)  
 
Exodus 17:1-16 (NIV)  
Water from the Rock 
___ 1  The whole Israelite community set out from the 
Desert of Sin, traveling from place to place as the 
LORD commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but 
there was no water for the people to drink.  
___ 2  So they quarreled with Moses and said, "Give us 
water to drink." Moses replied, "Why do you quarrel 
with me? Why do you put the LORD to the test?"  
___ 3  But the people were thirsty for water there, and 
they grumbled against Moses. They said, "Why did 
you bring us up out of Egypt to make us and our 
children and livestock die of thirst?"  
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Reflect and Discuss 
1. Vv. 17:1-7 – Same song, second verse (see Ex. 

16:1-4) 

 What isn’t the problem and what is the 
problem as the Israelite’s express their 
concern? (See Mt. 6:25-32; Mt. 11:28-20; Phil. 
4:6) 

2. Why do you think God had Moses take the Elders 
with him when he went to the rock? Why the 
staff? 

 
 
 
 
___ 4  Then Moses cried out to the LORD, "What am I  
to do with these people? They are almost ready to 
stone me."  
___ 5  The LORD answered Moses, "Walk on ahead of 
the people. Take with you some of the elders of Israel 
and take in your hand the staff with which you struck 
the Nile, and go.  
___ 6  I will stand there before you by the rock at 
Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it 
for the people to drink." So Moses did this in the sight 
of the elders of Israel.  
___ 7  And he called the place Massah and Meribah 
because the Israelites quarreled and because they 
tested the LORD saying, "Is the LORD among us or 
not?"  
 
The Amalekites Defeated 
___ 8  The Amalekites came and attacked the Israelites 
at Rephidim.  
___ 9  Moses said to Joshua, "Choose some of our men 
and go out to fight the Amalekites. Tomorrow I will 
stand on top of the hill with the staff of God in my 

hands."  
___ 10  So Joshua fought the Amalekites as Moses had 
ordered, and Moses, Aaron and Hur went to the top of 
the hill.  
___ 11  As long as Moses held up his hands, the 
Israelites were winning, but whenever he lowered his 
hands, the Amalekites were winning.  
___ 12  When Moses' hands grew tired, they took a 
stone and put it under him and he sat on it. Aaron and 
Hur held his hands up--one on one side, one on the 
other--so that his hands remained steady till sunset.  
___ 13  So Joshua overcame the Amalekite army with 
the sword.  
___ 14  Then the LORD said to Moses, "Write this on a 
scroll as something to be remembered and make sure 
that Joshua hears it, because I will completely blot out 
the memory of Amalek from under heaven."  
___ 15  Moses built an altar and called it The LORD is 
my Banner.  
___ 16  He said, "For hands were lifted up to the throne 
of the LORD. The LORD will be at war against the 
Amalekites from generation to generation."  
 
Exodus 18:1-27 (NIV)  
Jethro Visits Moses 
___ 1  Now Jethro, the priest of Midian and father-in-
law of Moses, heard of everything God had done for 
Moses and for his people Israel, and how the LORD 
had brought Israel out of Egypt.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reflect and Discuss 
1. Vv. 17:8-18:27 – What does Exodus 17:8-16 have 

in common with Exodus 18:1-27? Explain. 
2. Describe each of the following and their 

respective roles: 

 Moses 
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 Joshua 

 Aaron 

 Hur 

 Jethro 

 Officials (vv. 18:21-26) 
3. What insight do the following passages add: 

Genesis 2:18; 1 Samuel 13:7-14; Romans 12:3-8; 1 
Corinthians 3:5-11; 1 Corinthians 12:7,12-30;  
Ephesians 4:1,11-13,16; 1 Peter 4:10-11? 

4. What is your role in your community of faith? Do 
you have more of a tendency to overextend your 
role and response-abilities or to shirk your 
response-abilities? How is each equally 
dangerous? 

5. When is it proper to delegate? How much hands-
on control do you excerpt? How much trust do 
you have in the God-giftedness of others? 

6. When is it appropriate to come to the aide of a 
fellow laborer? 

7. Compare and contrast being on God’s team to 
being on a football team or on a basketball team? 

8. How would you describe yourself as a teammate? 
9. Does it surprise your that God uses Jethro, a non-

Israelite, to advise Moses? 

 What does this suggest about Christians 
working with and/or alongside non-
Christians? (See Jer. 25:9; Jer. 27:6; Jer. 43:10; 
2 Cor. 6:14. Consider Joseph serving as Chief 
Administrator in Pharoah’s Court and of 
Daniel, Shadrach,  

___ 2  After Moses had sent away his wife Zipporah, 
his father-in-law Jethro received her  
___ 3  and her two sons. One son was named 
Gershom, for Moses said, "I have become an alien in a 
foreign land";  
___ 4  and the other was named Eliezer, for he said, 
"My father's God was my helper; he saved me from 
the sword of Pharaoh."  
___ 5  Jethro, Moses' father-in-law, together with 
Moses' sons and wife, came to him in the desert, 
where he was camped near the mountain of God.  
___ 6  Jethro had sent word to him, "I, your father-in-
law Jethro, am coming to you with your wife and her 
two sons."  
___ 7  So Moses went out to meet his father-in-law 
and bowed down and kissed him. They greeted each 
other and then went into the tent.  
___ 8  Moses told his father-in-law about everything 
the LORD had done to Pharaoh and the Egyptians for 
Israel's sake and about all the hardships they had met 

along the way and how the LORD had saved them.  
___ 9  Jethro was delighted to hear about all the good 
things the LORD had done for Israel in rescuing them 
from the hand of the Egyptians.  
___ 10  He said, "Praise be to the LORD, who rescued 
you from the hand of the Egyptians and of Pharaoh, 
and who rescued the people from the hand of the 
Egyptians.  
___ 11  Now I know that the LORD is greater than all 
other gods, for he did this to those who had treated 
Israel arrogantly."  
___ 12  Then Jethro, Moses' father-in-law, brought a 
burnt offering and other sacrifices to God, and Aaron 
came with all the elders of Israel to eat bread with 
Moses' father-in-law in the presence of God.  
___ 13  The next day Moses took his seat to serve as 
judge for the people, and they stood around him from 
morning till evening.  
___ 14  When his father-in-law saw all that Moses was 
doing for the people, he said, "What is this you are 
doing for the people? Why do you alone sit as judge, 
while all these people stand around you from morning 
till evening?"  
___ 15  Moses answered him, "Because the people 
come to me to seek God's will.  
___ 16  Whenever they have a dispute, it is brought to 
me, and I decide between the parties and inform them 
of God's decrees and laws."  
___ 17  Moses' father-in-law replied, "What you are 
doing is not good.  
___ 18  You and these people who come to you will  

Meshach and Abednego serving as 
Administrator in Babylon) 
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only wear yourselves out. The work is too heavy for 
you; you cannot handle it alone.  
___ 19  Listen now to me and I will give you some 
advice, and may God be with you. You must be the 
people's representative before God and bring their 
disputes to him.  
___ 20  Teach them the decrees and laws, and show 
them the way to live and the duties they are to 
perform.  
___ 21  But select capable men from all the people--
men who fear God, trustworthy men who hate 
dishonest gain--and appoint them as officials over 
thousands, hundreds, fifties and tens.  
___ 22  Have them serve as judges for the people at all 
times, but have them bring every difficult case to you; 
the simple cases they can decide themselves. That will 
make your load lighter, because they will share it with 
you.  
___ 23  If you do this and God so commands, you will 
be able to stand the strain, and all these people will go 

home satisfied."  
___ 24  Moses listened to his father-in-law and did 
everything he said.  
___ 25  He chose capable men from all Israel and made 
them leaders of the people, officials over thousands, 
hundreds, fifties and tens.  
___ 26  They served as judges for the people at all 
times. The difficult cases they brought to Moses, but 
the simple ones they decided themselves.  
___ 27  Then Moses sent his father-in-law on his way, 
and Jethro returned to his own country.  
 
Exodus 19:1-25 (NIV)  
At Mt. Sinai 
___ 1  In the third month after the Israelites left Egypt-
-on the very day--they came to the Desert of Sinai.  
___ 2  After they set out from Rephidim, they entered 
the Desert of Sinai, and Israel camped there in the 
desert in front of the mountain.  
___ 3  Then Moses went up to God, and the LORD 
called to him from the mountain and said, "This is 
what you are to say to the house of Jacob and what 
you are to tell the people of Israel:  
___ 4  'You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, 
and how I carried you on eagles' wings and brought 
you to myself.  
___ 5  Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, 
then out of all nations you will be my treasured 
possession. Although the whole earth is mine,  
___ 6  you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a 
holy nation.' These are the words you are to speak to  
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Reflect and Discuss 
1. Vv. 19:1-25 – In Exodus 19 and 20 God establishes 

a second covenant with Israel. The first covenant, 
the covenant with Abraham (Gen. 12:1-3; Gen. 
15:9-20; Gen. 17:3-8) was a one-way unilateral 
covenant where God commits Himself 
unconditionally to fulfill His promise. It was a 
Covenant of Divine Commitment. This second 
covenant is a conditional, bi-lateral covenant 
where in it Israel also make a promise and has a 
commitment. It is a Covenant of Human 
Obligation. (See also Gal. 3:15-18) 

 Even though Israel also is to make a 
commitment in this second covenant, it is still 
God who sets the terms of the covenant. 
What gives Him the right to do so? (See vv. 
19:3-6; see also Ex. 20:2) 

 Remember that it was distrust in God’s love 
the Israelites."  
___ 7  So Moses went back and summoned the elders 
of the people and set before them all the words the 
LORD had commanded him to speak.  
___ 8  The people all responded together, "We will do 
everything the LORD has said." So Moses brought 
their answer back to the LORD.  
___ 9  The LORD said to Moses, "I am going to come to 
you in a dense cloud, so that the people will hear me 
speaking with you and will always put their trust in 
you." Then Moses told the LORD what the people had 
said.  
___ 10  And the LORD said to Moses, "Go to the people 
and consecrate them today and tomorrow. Have them 
wash their clothes  
___ 11  and be ready by the third day, because on that 
day the LORD will come down on Mount Sinai in the 
sight of all the people.  
___ 12  Put limits for the people around the mountain 
and tell them, 'Be careful that you do not go up the 

mountain or touch the foot of it. Whoever touches the 
mountain shall surely be put to death.  
___ 13  He shall surely be stoned or shot with arrows; 
not a hand is to be laid on him. Whether man or 
animal, he shall not be permitted to live.' Only when 
the ram's horn sounds a long blast may they go up to 
the mountain."  
___ 14  After Moses had gone down the mountain to 
the people, he consecrated them, and they washed 
their clothes.  
___ 15  Then he said to the people, "Prepare yourselves 
for the third day. Abstain from sexual relations."  
___ 16  On the morning of the third day there was 
thunder and lightning, with a thick cloud over the 
mountain, and a very loud trumpet blast. Everyone in 
the camp trembled.  
___ 17  Then Moses led the people out of the camp to 
meet with God, and they stood at the foot of the 
mountain.  
___ 18  Mount Sinai was covered with smoke, because 
the LORD descended on it in fire. The smoke billowed 
up from it like smoke from a furnace, the whole 
mountain trembled violently,  
___ 19  and the sound of the trumpet grew louder and 
louder. Then Moses spoke and the voice of God 
answered him.  
___ 20  The LORD descended to the top of Mount Sinai 
and called Moses to the top of the mountain. So 
Moses went up  
___ 21  and the LORD said to him, "Go down and warn 
the people so they do not force their way through to  

that led Adam and Eve to eat the forbidden 
fruit (see Gen. 3:4-6). Essentially in this second 
covenant what is God asking of Israel? (See 
Ro. 1:5; Ro. 5:8; Ro. 10:17; Ro. 14:23; Heb. 
11:6; 1 Jn. 5:3-5) 

 How can/do we experience a restored 
relationship with God? (See Jn. 3:16; Eph. 2:8-
9; 1 Tim. 2:3-6) 

2. Vv. 5-6 – Note that the whole earth (really the 
whole universe) is God’s creation and possession. 
Israel is now to be God’s priests in the world?  

 What is God’s purpose for Israel, why did God 
call Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (see Gen. 
12:3)? 

 What is God’s purpose for His people (us) 
today (see 1 Pe. 2:9; see also Mt. 10:7-8; Mt. 
22:37-40; Mt. 28:19-20; Mk. 5:19; Jn. 13:34-
35; Jn. 15:16-17; Jn. 17:15-18; Acts 1:8; 2 Cor. 
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5:17-20; Col. 1:24; 1 Pe. 3:15; 1 Jn. 3:16-18; 1 
Jn. 4:7-8) 

3. What in Exodus 19 suggests the seriousness with 
which God is taking the establishing of this 
covenant and the seriousness with which He 
would have Israel (and us) take it? 

 Note: Throughout its history Israel is going to 
have problems taking this second covenant 
seriously. From what you observe among 
Christians today, how seriously would you say 
the Covenant of Human Obligation is being 
taken? Explain.  

 What is being suggested in John 3:16-17; John 
15:9-12,16-17; Hebrews 12:5-11; 1 John 1:7-
2:2; 1 John 4:7-19; 1 John 5:3-5)? 
o What comfort do you find in the above 

verses? …what warning? …what 
encouragement? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
see the LORD and many of them perish.  
___ 22  Even the priests, who approach the LORD, must 
consecrate themselves, or the LORD will break out 
against them."  
___ 23  Moses said to the LORD, "The people cannot 
come up Mount Sinai, because you yourself warned 
us, 'Put limits around the mountain and set it apart as 
holy.'"  
___ 24  The LORD replied, "Go down and bring Aaron 
up with you. But the priests and the people must not 
force their way through to come up to the LORD, or he 
will break out against them."  
___ 25  So Moses went down to the people and told 
them.  
 
Exodus 20:1-26 (NIV)  

The Ten Commandments 
___ 1  And God spoke all these words:  
___ 2  "I am the LORD your God, who brought you out 
of Egypt, out of the land of slavery.  
___ 3  "You shall have no other gods before me.  
___ 4  "You shall not make for yourself an idol in the 
form of anything in heaven above or on the earth 
beneath or in the waters below.  
___ 5  You shall not bow down to them or worship 
them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, 
punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the 
third and fourth generation of those who hate me,  
___ 6  but showing love to a thousand [generations] of 
those who love me and keep my commandments.  
___ 7  "You shall not misuse the name of the LORD 
your God, for the LORD will not hold anyone guiltless 
who misuses his name.  
___ 8  "Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.  
___ 9  Six days you shall labor and do all your work,  
___ 10  but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD 
your God. On it you shall not do any work, neither 
you, nor your son or daughter, nor your manservant 
or maidservant, nor your animals, nor the alien within 
your gates.  
___ 11  For in six days the LORD made the heavens and 
the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but he 
rested on the seventh day. Therefore the LORD 
blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.  
___ 12  "Honor your father and your mother, so that 
you may live long in the land the LORD your God is 
giving you.  
___ 13  "You shall not murder.  
___ 14  "You shall not commit adultery.  
___ 15  "You shall not steal.  
___ 16  "You shall not give false testimony against your  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reflect and Discuss 
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1. Vv. 20:1-21 – In Hebrew, the word for covenant 
is ְּב ִר  .bĕriyth. In Greek it is διαθήκη diatheke תי
What we commonly refer to as the “giving of the 
Commandments” in reality is much more than 
that. The Ten Commandment was part of bigger 
event, namely the establishment of a solemn 
covenant between God and Israel. The event as 
recorded in the Pentateuch is patterned after that 
of a suzerain (Sovereign ruler) and the vassal and 
is called a suzerainty treaty. It typically has six 
parts: 1) an introduction (Ex. 20:2), 2) a historic 
prologue reciting the history between the parties 
and reason the vassal should enter the covenant 
(Ex. Ex. 20:2), 3) stipulations/conditions of the 
covenant (Ex. 20:3-17), 4) witnesses to the 
covenant (Dt. 30:19; Dt. 31:28), 5) instruction for 
preservation and rereading (Ex. 24:7,12; Ex. 34:1; 
Dt. 6:6-9; Dt. 31:19,26), 6) blessings for obedience 
and curses for disobedience (Lev. 26; Dt. 27-28).  
Ex. 22-23 gives more specific civil laws and Ex. 25-
31 give more specific ceremonial laws (See also 
Lev. 1-25) 

2. Lutherans/Catholics number the Commandments 
differently than most Protestant churches 
Lutheran/Catholic  Other Protestants 
1. No other gods  No other gods 
2. Honor God’s name No graven images 
3. Remember Sabbath Honor God’s name 
4. Honor authority  Remember Sabbath 
5. Don’t kill  Honor authority 
6. No adultery  Don’t kill 
7. Don’t steal  No adultery 
8. No false witness Don’t steal 
9. Don’t covet house No false witness 
10. Don’t covet wife, etc. Don’t covet 

neighbor.  
___ 17  "You shall not covet your neighbor's house. You 
shall not covet your neighbor's wife, or his manservant 
or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that 
belongs to your neighbor."  
___ 18  When the people saw the thunder and lightning 
and heard the trumpet and saw the mountain in 
smoke, they trembled with fear. They stayed at a 
distance  
___ 19  and said to Moses, "Speak to us yourself and 
we will listen. But do not have God speak to us or we 
will die."  
___ 20  Moses said to the people, "Do not be afraid. 
God has come to test you, so that the fear of God will 
be with you to keep you from sinning."  

___ 21  The people remained at a distance, while 
Moses approached the thick darkness where God was.  
 
Idols and Altars 
___ 22  Then the LORD said to Moses, "Tell the 
Israelites this: 'You have seen for yourselves that I 
have spoken to you from heaven:  
___ 23  Do not make any gods to be alongside me; do 
not make for yourselves gods of silver or gods of gold.  
___ 24  "'Make an altar of earth for me and sacrifice on 
it your burnt offerings and fellowship offerings, your 
sheep and goats and your cattle. Wherever I cause my 
name to be honored, I will come to you and bless you.  
___ 25  If you make an altar of stones for me, do not 
build it with dressed stones, for you will defile it if you 
use a tool on it.  
___ 26  And do not go up to my altar on steps, lest your 
nakedness be exposed on it.'  
 
Exodus 21:1-36 (NIV)  
___ 1  "These are the laws you are to set before them:  
 
Hebrew Servants 
___ 2  "If you buy a Hebrew servant, he is to serve you 
for six years. But in the seventh year, he shall go free, 
without paying anything.  
___ 3  If he comes alone, he is to go free alone; but if 
he has a wife when he comes, she is to go with him.  
___ 4  If his master gives him a wife and she bears him 
sons or daughters, the woman and her children shall 
belong to her master, and only the man shall go free.  
___ 5  "But if the servant declares, 'I love my master 
and my wife and children and do not want to go free,'  
___ 6  then his master must take him before the 
judges. He shall take him to the door or the doorpost 
and pierce his ear with an awl. Then he will be his  

 What is your understanding of each of the 
commandments? 

 Martin Luther in his explanation of the 
commandments informs us not only what we 
are not to do, but what by implication we are 
to do. Read Luther’s explanations for the 
commandments. (See Appendix 2) What 
insight does Luther provide? 

 What insight, explanation, interpretation into 
the commandments does Jesus provide in His 
Sermon on the Mount (Mt. 5-7)? 

 How can the commandments be summed up 
simply in the word or command to love? (See 
Mt. 22:37-40; Mk. 12:28-34; Lk. 10:25-37; Jn. 

https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/%D7%91%D7%A8%D7%99%D7%AA
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Suzerainty
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13:34-35; Ro. 13:8-10; 1 Cor. 13:1-8,13; 1 Cor. 
16:14; Gal. 5:6,13-14; Gal. 6:2; Col. 3:12-14; 1 
Th. 4:9-10; Jas. 2:8; 1 Jn. 4:7-21) 

 

Reflect and Discuss 
1. Vv. 20:22-26 –  What catches your attention in 

these verses? How do they relate to vv. 20:3-4? 
 

Note: Altars (Hebrew:  ַח  mizbeaḥ) were a place of ,ִמְזבֵּ
sacrifice and typically were made of earth (v. 20:24) or 
unwrought stone (v. 20:25). They tended to be 
erected in conspicuous places (Gen. 22:9; Ek. 6:3; 2 
Kings 23:12; 16:4; 23:8). The first altar recorded in the 
Bible was erected by Noah (Gen. 8:20). Altars were 
erected by Abraham (Gen. 12:7; 13:4; 13:18;22:9), by 
Isaac (Gen. 26:25), by Jacob (33:20; 35:1–3), by Moses 
(Ex. 17:15), & by Saul (1 Sam. 14:35). After the 
theophany on Mt. Sinai, in the Tabernacle–and 
afterwards in the Temple–only two altars are 
mentioned: the Altar of Burnt Offering, and the Altar 
of Incense. 
 

2. Altars tended to be places where solemn 
covenants were made, recognized, or reaffirmed, 
and/or celebrated.  

 How, when, and where do you see altars 
being used today? 

 For what purpose(s) do you see altars being 
used today? What do they demonstrate? 

 

Reflect and Discuss 
1. Vv. 21:2-11 – What are your initial thoughts and 

feelings as you read these verses? Do they sound 
barbaric and/or repugnant to you? Explain. 

2. Discuss these verses in light of the following 
quotes: 

 “Some think that the Bible is responsible for 
slavery. The opposite is true; slavery existed 
long before Israel or Moses. The Bible is 
responsible for the elimination of slavery, not 

servant for life.  
___ 7  "If a man sells his daughter as a servant, she is 
not to go free as menservants do.  
___ 8  If she does not please the master who has 
selected her for himself, he must let her be redeemed. 
He has no right to sell her to foreigners, because he 
has broken faith with her.  
___ 9  If he selects her for his son, he must grant her 
the rights of a daughter.  
___ 10  If he marries another woman, he must not 
deprive the first one of her food, clothing and marital 
rights.  
___ 11  If he does not provide her with these three 

things, she is to go free, without any payment of 
money.  
 
Personal Injuries 
___ 12  "Anyone who strikes a man and kills him shall 
surely be put to death.  
___ 13  However, if he does not do it intentionally, but 
God lets it happen, he is to flee to a place I will 
designate.  
___ 14  But if a man schemes and kills another man 
deliberately, take him away from my altar and put him 
to death.  
___ 15  "Anyone who attacks his father or his mother 
must be put to death.  
___ 16  "Anyone who kidnaps another and either sells 
him or still has him when he is caught must be put to 
death.  
___ 17  "Anyone who curses his father or mother must 
be put to death.  
___ 18  "If men quarrel and one hits the other with a 
stone or with his fist and he does not die but is 
confined to bed,  
___ 19  the one who struck the blow will not be held 
responsible if the other gets up and walks around 
outside with his staff; however, he must pay the 
injured man for the loss of his time and see that he is 
completely healed.  
___ 20  "If a man beats his male or female slave with a 
rod and the slave dies as a direct result, he must be 
punished,  
___ 21  but he is not to be punished if the slave gets up 
after a day or two, since the slave is his property.  
___ 22  "If men who are fighting hit a pregnant woman 
and she gives birth prematurely but there is no serious 
injury, the offender must be fined whatever the 
woman's husband demands and the court allows.  
___ 23  But if there is serious injury, you are to take life 
for life,  

its establishment.” (See Ex. 20:2; Gal. 5:1) 

 “Moses did not institute slavery in any shape; 
the laws concerning it were made on purpose 
to repress it, to confine it within very narrow 
bounds, and ultimately to put an end to it.” 
(Spurgeon) 

 “The Torah accepts slavery as an inevitable 
part of ancient society, much as Paul did, but 
the new humanitarian approach will 
ultimately be the death-knell of slavery… In 
any case, slavery in Israel was rural, domestic, 
and small scale.” (Cole) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hebrew_language
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Bible_(King_James)/Exodus#20:24
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Bible_(King_James)/Exodus#20:25
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Bible_(King_James)/Genesis#22:9
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Bible_(King_James)/Ezekiel#6:3
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Bible_(King_James)/2_Kings#23:12
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Bible_(King_James)/2_Kings#23:12
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Bible_(King_James)/2_Kings#16:4
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Bible_(King_James)/2_Kings#23:8
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Noah
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Bible_(King_James)/Genesis#8:20
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abraham
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Bible_(King_James)/Genesis#12:7
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Bible_(King_James)/Genesis#13:4
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Bible_(King_James)/Genesis#13:18
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Bible_(King_James)/Genesis#22:9
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Bible_(King_James)/Genesis#26:25
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jacob
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Bible_(King_James)/Genesis#33:20
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Bible_(King_James)/Genesis#35:1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saul
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tabernacle_(Judaism)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jerusalem_temple
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 It is significant that the first words of this 
section of law in the Book of Exodus show that 
God wanted Israel to respect the rights and 
dignity of servants. “The first words of God 
from Sinai had declared that He was Jehovah 
Who brought them out of slavery. And in this 
remarkable code, the first person whose rights 
are dealt with is the slave.” (Chadwick) 

3. How do these verses actually protect women? 
 

Reflect and Discuss 
1. Vv. 21:12-23:9 – We first will take a big picture 

look at these verses and then we will take a 
second look at them considering them in smaller 
sections. 

 Quickly read or skim these verses. Underline 
words or phrases that catch your attention as 
you do so. 

 Now quickly read or skim Lev. 18-19 compare 
them to the Ex. 21-23 passage as you do so.  

 Then do the same with Mt. 5:21-48 and Lk. 
6:27-36.  

 Then do the same by reading Micah 6:8; Mt. 
7:12; Lk. 10:25-37; 1 Cor. 16:14; Gal. 6:2,9-10; 
Jas. 2:1-8; Jas. 4:17; 1 Jn. 3:16-18 

2. Considering all the verses read so far in this 
lesson, what seems to be God’s main concern?  

 Try summing up God’s concern or instruction 
in one sentence or less (in as few word as 
possible). Explain. 

3. Now we want to consider just Exodus 21:12-36. 

 What seems to be God’s concern in these 
verses? Anything surprise you? Explain. 

 For what is God making people accountable? 
Explain. 

 From what is God freeing people of 
accountability? How? Why? Explain. 

 What does the letter of the law dictate? 
Explain. 

___ 24  eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, 
foot for foot,  
___ 25  burn for burn, wound for wound, bruise for 
bruise.  
___ 26  "If a man hits a manservant or maidservant in 
the eye and destroys it, he must let the servant go 
free to compensate for the eye.  
___ 27  And if he knocks out the tooth of a manservant 
or maidservant, he must let the servant go free to 
compensate for the tooth.  
___ 28  "If a bull gores a man or a woman to death, the 
bull must be stoned to death, and its meat must not 

be eaten. But the owner of the bull will not be held 
responsible.  
___ 29  If, however, the bull has had the habit of goring 
and the owner has been warned but has not kept it 
penned up and it kills a man or woman, the bull must 
be stoned and the owner also must be put to death.  
___ 30  However, if payment is demanded of him, he 
may redeem his life by paying whatever is demanded.  
___ 31  This law also applies if the bull gores a son or 
daughter.  
___ 32  If the bull gores a male or female slave, the 
owner must pay thirty shekels of silver to the master 
of the slave, and the bull must be stoned.  
___ 33  "If a man uncovers a pit or digs one and fails to 
cover it and an ox or a donkey falls into it,  
___ 34  the owner of the pit must pay for the loss; he 
must pay its owner, and the dead animal will be his.  
___ 35  "If a man's bull injures the bull of another and it 
dies, they are to sell the live one and divide both the 
money and the dead animal equally.  
___ 36  However, if it was known that the bull had the 
habit of goring, yet the owner did not keep it penned 
up, the owner must pay, animal for animal, and the 
dead animal will be his.  
 
Exodus 22:1-31 (NIV)  
Protection of Property 
___ 1  "If a man steals an ox or a sheep and slaughters 
it or sells it, he must pay back five head of cattle for 
the ox and four sheep for the sheep.  
___ 2  "If a thief is caught breaking in and is struck so 
that he dies, the defender is not guilty of bloodshed;  
___ 3  but if it happens after sunrise, he is guilty of 
bloodshed. "A thief must certainly make restitution, 
but if he has nothing, he must be sold to pay for his 
theft.  
___ 4  "If the stolen animal is found alive in his 
possession--whether ox or donkey or sheep--he must 
pay back double.  

 What does the spirit of the law dictate? (See 
Mt. 5:17-20) 

4. How do these laws compare to laws today?  

 What is similar?  

 What is the difference? 

 Do you prefer today’s laws or would you 
prefer the laws God gave the Israelites? 
Explain? 

5. What questions or concerns, if any, do any of 
these laws raise for you? Explain. 
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Reflect and Discuss 
1. Vv. 22:1-15 – What is included in these laws? 

What do say or suggest about the culture in which 
the Israelites lived? 

 Given today’s culture in the USA, what things 
might be included in the listing of laws? How 
might the law(s) be stated if they were to 
reflect the standards of the laws given to the 
Israelites? 

2. How do these laws given to the Israelites compare 
to laws today?  

 What is similar?  

 What is the difference? 
___ 5  "If a man grazes his livestock in a field or 
vineyard and lets them stray and they graze in another 
man's field, he must make restitution from the best of 
his own field or vineyard.  
___ 6  "If a fire breaks out and spreads into 
thornbushes so that it burns shocks of grain or 
standing grain or the whole field, the one who started 
the fire must make restitution.  
___ 7  "If a man gives his neighbor silver or goods for 
safekeeping and they are stolen from the neighbor's 

house, the thief, if he is caught, must pay back double.  
___ 8  But if the thief is not found, the owner of the 
house must appear before the judges to determine 
whether he has laid his hands on the other man's 
property.  
___ 9  In all cases of illegal possession of an ox, a 
donkey, a sheep, a garment, or any other lost property 
about which somebody says, 'This is mine,' both 
parties are to bring their cases before the judges. The 
one whom the judges declare guilty must pay back 
double to his neighbor.  
___ 10  "If a man gives a donkey, an ox, a sheep or any 
other animal to his neighbor for safekeeping and it 
dies or is injured or is taken away while no one is 
looking,  
___ 11  the issue between them will be settled by the 
taking of an oath before the LORD that the neighbor 
did not lay hands on the other person's property. The 
owner is to accept this, and no restitution is required.  
___ 12  But if the animal was stolen from the neighbor, 
he must make restitution to the owner.  
___ 13  If it was torn to pieces by a wild animal, he shall 
bring in the remains as evidence and he will not be 
required to pay for the torn animal.  
___ 14  "If a man borrows an animal from his neighbor 
and it is injured or dies while the owner is not present, 
he must make restitution.  
___ 15  But if the owner is with the animal, the 
borrower will not have to pay. If the animal was hired, 
the money paid for the hire covers the loss.  
 
Social Responsibility  
___ 16  "If a man seduces a virgin who is not pledged to 
be married and sleeps with her, he must pay the 
bride-price, and she shall be his wife.  
___ 17  If her father absolutely refuses to give her to 
him, he must still pay the bride-price for virgins.  
___ 18  "Do not allow a sorceress to live.  
___ 19  "Anyone who has sexual relations with an 
animal must be put to death.  
___ 20  "Whoever sacrifices to any god other than the  

 Do you prefer today’s laws or would you 
prefer the laws God gave the Israelites? 
Explain? 

3. What questions or concerns, if any, do any of 
these laws raise for you? Explain. 
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Reflect and Discuss 
1. Vv. 22:16-31 – Identify at least three things in 

these verses that capture your attention, either 
surprising you, challenging you, or impressing 
you? Explain. 

2. Specifically, make a list of all those for whom God 
is showing concern and protecting or providing for 
in these verses?  

 Which of these people or groups of people are 
most unprotected or unprovided for today? 

LORD must be destroyed. 
___ 21  "Do not mistreat an alien or oppress him, for 
you were aliens in Egypt.  
___ 22  "Do not take advantage of a widow or an 
orphan.  
___ 23  If you do and they cry out to me, I will certainly 
hear their cry.  
___ 24  My anger will be aroused, and I will kill you with 
the sword; your wives will become widows and your 

children fatherless.  
___ 25  "If you lend money to one of my people among 
you who is needy, do not be like a moneylender; 
charge him no interest.  
___ 26  If you take your neighbor's cloak as a pledge, 
return it to him by sunset,  
___ 27  because his cloak is the only covering he has for 
his body. What else will he sleep in? When he cries 
out to me, I will hear, for I am compassionate.  
___ 28  "Do not blaspheme God or curse the ruler of 
your people.  
___ 29  "Do not hold back offerings from your granaries 
or your vats. "You must give me the firstborn of your 
sons.  
___ 30  Do the same with your cattle and your sheep. 
Let them stay with their mothers for seven days, but 
give them to me on the eighth day.  
___ 31  "You are to be my holy people. So do not eat 
the meat of an animal torn by wild beasts; throw it to 
the dogs.  
 
Exodus 23:1-33 (NIV)  
Laws of Justice and Mercy 
___ 1  "Do not spread false reports. Do not help a 
wicked man by being a malicious witness.  
___ 2  "Do not follow the crowd in doing wrong. When 
you give testimony in a lawsuit, do not pervert justice 
by siding with the crowd,  
___ 3  and do not show favoritism to a poor man in his 
lawsuit.  
___ 4  "If you come across your enemy's ox or donkey 
wandering off, be sure to take it back to him.  
___ 5  If you see the donkey of someone who hates 
you fallen down under its load, do not leave it there; 
be sure you help him with it.  
___ 6  "Do not deny justice to your poor people in their 
lawsuits.  
___ 7  Have nothing to do with a false charge and do 
not put an innocent or honest person to death, for I 
will not acquit the guilty.  
___ 8  "Do not accept a bribe, for a bribe blinds those 
who see and twists the words of the righteous.  
3. How do these laws given to the Israelites compare 

to laws today?  

 What is similar?  

 What is the difference? 

 Do you prefer today’s laws or would you 
prefer the laws God gave the Israelites? 
Explain? 
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4. What questions or concerns, if any, do any of 
these laws raise for you? Explain. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reflect and Discuss 
1. Vv. 23:1-9 – Who is God concerned about and 

looking out for in these verses? 
2. In these verses what responsibility is God giving 

the Israelites as a community and as individuals.  
3. Discuss these verses in light of Micah 6:8, Jn. 

13:34-35; Gal. 6:2,9-10; 1 Th. 4:9-10; Jas. 4:17; 1 
Jn. 3:16,18.  

 What insight, if any, do these additional verses 
provide? How do they complement or what 
clarity do they provide? 

4. Discuss the following definitions/explanations: 

 “Justice = getting what you deserve = 
punishment and damnation.  
Mercy = not getting what you deserve = not 
being punished and damned.  
Grace = getting what you don’t deserve = 
getting blessings instead of the punishment 
and damnation we deserve.” 

___ 9  "Do not oppress an alien; you yourselves know 
how it feels to be aliens, because you were aliens in 
Egypt.  
 
Sabbath Law 
___ 10  "For six years you are to sow your fields and 
harvest the crops,  

___ 11  but during the seventh year let the land lie 
unplowed and unused. Then the poor among your 
people may get food from it, and the wild animals may 
eat what they leave. Do the same with your vineyard 
and your olive grove.  
___ 12  "Six days do your work, but on the seventh day 
do not work, so that your ox and your donkey may 
rest and the slave born in your household, and the 
alien as well, may be refreshed.  
___ 13  "Be careful to do everything I have said to you. 
Do not invoke the names of other gods; do not let 
them be heard on your lips.  
 
The Three Annual Festivals 
___ 14  "Three times a year you are to celebrate a 
festival to me.  
___ 15  "Celebrate the Feast of Unleavened Bread; for 
seven days eat bread made without yeast, as I 
commanded you. Do this at the appointed time in the 
month of Abib, for in that month you came out of 
Egypt. "No one is to appear before me empty-handed.  
___ 16  "Celebrate the Feast of Harvest with the 
firstfruits of the crops you sow in your field. 
"Celebrate the Feast of Ingathering at the end of the 
year, when you gather in your crops from the field.  
___ 17  "Three times a year all the men are to appear 
before the Sovereign LORD.  
___ 18  "Do not offer the blood of a sacrifice to me 
along with anything containing yeast. "The fat of my 
festival offerings must not be kept until morning.  
___ 19  "Bring the best of the firstfruits of your soil to 
the house of the LORD your God. "Do not cook a 
young goat in its mother's milk.  
 
God’s Angel to Prepare the Way 
___ 20  "See, I am sending an angel ahead of you to 
guard you along the way and to bring you to the place 
I have prepared.  
___ 21  Pay attention to him and listen to what he says. 
Do not rebel against him; he will not forgive your 
rebellion, since my Name is in him.  
___ 22  If you listen carefully to what he says and do all 
that I say, I will be an enemy to your enemies and will 
oppose those who oppose you.  
5. “In God’s scheme of justice, justice is not about 

what one deserves, but what one needs.” – Bill 
Cullen (See Mt. 20:1-16; Ro. 3:23-25; Ro. 5:7-8) 

 How do these laws given to the Israelites 
compare to laws today? What’s similar? 
What’s the difference?  
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 Do you prefer today’s laws or would you 
prefer the laws God gave the Israelites? 
Explain? 

6. What questions or concerns, if any, do any of 
these laws raise for you? Explain. 

 
Reflect and Discuss 
1. Vv. 23:10-13 (See also Ex. 35:1-3; Lev. 23:3) – 

What is the real purpose of Sabbath Law or of any 
of God’s laws for that matter? (See Mk. 2:27) 

2. How does Sabbath Law serve or benefit 
humankind? 

 
 
 
Reflect and Discuss 
(See bottom of page 34 in this study guide) 
1. Vv. 23:14-19 (See also Lev. 23; Dt. 16) – The three 

annual feasts are: (1) Feast of Unleavened Bread, 
also known as Passover, Pesach, (2) Feast of 
Harvest, also known as Feast of Weeks or 
Pentecost, Shavuot, and (3) Feast of Ingathering, 
also known as Feast of Tabernacle or Feast of 
Booths, Sukkot. 

 What do you see as the purpose(s) of God in 
establishing these feasts? What value is there 
in having such festivals. 

2. How do you recognize, honor, and celebrate God’s 
presence, His mighty acts, and His love? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reflect and Discuss 
1. Vv. 23:20-33 – What do you see being God’s 

purpose(s) in sending the Israelites an angel? 
2. What has God sent or given you/us to: (1) assure 

and comfort, (2) lead and guide, (3) enable and 
empower? (See Ps. 119:105; Jn. 14:16-17;Jn. 16:7-
11; Acts 1:8; 2 Cor. 3:4-6; Gal. 5:22-25; Eph. 3:20; 
Col. 3:16; 2 Tim 1:7; 2 Tim. 3:15-17) 

3. What are you doing with or what use are you 
making of the resources God has provided? 

___ 23  My angel will go ahead of you and bring you 
into the land of the Amorites, Hittites, Perizzites, 
Canaanites, Hivites and Jebusites, and I will wipe them 
out.  
___ 24  Do not bow down before their gods or worship 

them or follow their practices. You must demolish 
them and break their sacred stones to pieces.  
___ 25  Worship the LORD your God, and his blessing 
will be on your food and water. I will take away 
sickness from among you,  
___ 26  and none will miscarry or be barren in your 
land. I will give you a full life span.  
___ 27  "I will send my terror ahead of you and throw 
into confusion every nation you encounter. I will make 
all your enemies turn their backs and run.  
___ 28  I will send the hornet ahead of you to drive the 
Hivites, Canaanites and Hittites out of your way.  
___ 29  But I will not drive them out in a single year, 
because the land would become desolate and the wild 
animals too numerous for you.  
___ 30  Little by little I will drive them out before you, 
until you have increased enough to take possession of 
the land.  
___ 31  "I will establish your borders from the Red Sea 
to the Sea of the Philistines, and from the desert to 
the River. I will hand over to you the people who live 
in the land and you will drive them out before you.  
___ 32  Do not make a covenant with them or with 
their gods.  
___ 33  Do not let them live in your land, or they will 
cause you to sin against me, because the worship of 
their gods will certainly be a snare to you."  
 
Exodus 24:1-18 (NIV)  
The Covenant Confirmed 
___ 1  Then he said to Moses, "Come up to the LORD, 
you and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and seventy of the 
elders of Israel. You are to worship at a distance,  
___ 2  but Moses alone is to approach the LORD; the 
others must not come near. And the people may not 
come up with him."  
___ 3  When Moses went and told the people all the 
LORD's words and laws, they responded with one 
voice, "Everything the LORD has said we will do."  
___ 4  Moses then wrote down everything the LORD 
had said. He got up early the next morning and built 
an altar at the foot of the mountain and set up twelve 
stone pillars representing the twelve tribes of Israel.  
___ 5  Then he sent young Israelite men, and they 
offered burnt offerings and sacrificed young bulls as 
fellowship offerings to the LORD.  
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Reflect and Discuss 
1. Vv. 24:1-18 – This short chapter mentions a 

number of people. What do you know of each? 

 Moses  

 Aaron 

 Nadab – Ex. 6:23; Ex. 28:1; Lev. 10:1; Nu 3:2-4 

 Abihu – Ex. 6:23; Ex. 28:1; Lev. 10:1; Nu 3:2-4 

 Joshua 

 Hur – Ex. 17:10-12 

 The Seventy Elders – Nu 11:16-25 
2. What do you think of Israel’s response to God’s 

words and laws (vv. 3,7): (1) sincere, but naïve, (2) 
idealistic, (3) self-defeating, (4) insincere, (5) rash, 
(6) enthusiastic, (7) confident, (8) solemn (9) other 
________? (You can choose more than one word.) 

3. Vv. 24:9-10 – What do you think it means when it 
says Moses, Aaron, Nadab, Abihu, and the Seventy 
Elders saw God? (See Ex. 33:20; Jn. 14:9) 

___ 6  Moses took half of the blood and put it in bowls, 
and the other half he sprinkled on the altar.  
___ 7  Then he took the Book of the Covenant and read 
it to the people. They responded, "We will do 
everything the LORD has said; we will obey."  

___ 8  Moses then took the blood, sprinkled it on the 
people and said, "This is the blood of the covenant 
that the LORD has made with you in accordance with 
all these words."  
___ 9  Moses and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and the 
seventy elders of Israel went up  
___ 10  and saw the God of Israel. Under his feet was 
something like a pavement made of sapphire, clear as 
the sky itself.  
___ 11  But God did not raise his hand against these 
leaders of the Israelites; they saw God, and they ate 
and drank.  
___ 12  The LORD said to Moses, "Come up to me on 
the mountain and stay here, and I will give you the 
tablets of stone, with the law and commands I have 
written for their instruction."  
___ 13  Then Moses set out with Joshua his aide, and 
Moses went up on the mountain of God.  
___ 14  He said to the elders, "Wait here for us until we 
come back to you. Aaron and Hur are with you, and 
anyone involved in a dispute can go to them."  
___ 15  When Moses went up on the mountain, the 
cloud covered it,  
___ 16  and the glory of the LORD settled on Mount 
Sinai. For six days the cloud covered the mountain, 
and on the seventh day the LORD called to Moses 
from within the cloud.  
___ 17  To the Israelites the glory of the LORD looked 
like a consuming fire on top of the mountain.  
___ 18  Then Moses entered the cloud as he went on 
up the mountain. And he stayed on the mountain 
forty days and forty nights.  
 
Exodus 25:1-40 (NIV)  
Offerings for the tabernacle 
___ 1  The LORD said to Moses,  
___ 2  "Tell the Israelites to bring me an offering. You 
are to receive the offering for me from each man 
whose heart prompts him to give.  
___ 3  These are the offerings you are to receive from 
them: gold, silver and bronze;  
___ 4  blue, purple and scarlet yarn and fine linen; goat 
hair;  
___ 5  ram skins dyed red and hides of sea cows; acacia 
wood;  
___ 6  olive oil for the light; spices for the anointing oil  

 In what sense, if any, do you feel you have 
seen God? Explain. 

4. In this chapter Israel is accepting the Sinai 
Covenant with its stipulations and pledging 
themselves to obey the Covenant.  
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 In baptism God officially covenanted with us 
in a Covenant of Divine Commitment. If you 
have gone through a rite of confirmation you 
have in effect officially covenanted with God 
in a Covenant of Human Obligation. If you 
have gone through a rite of confirmation in a 
Christian church, what does the covenant you 
have made with God mean to you? 
o Using the words listed in question #2, 

which word(s) would you use to describe 
your confirmation and Covenant of 
Human Obligation you have made? 
Explain.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reflect and Discuss 
1. Vv. 25:1-9 – What is being suggested about giving 

in these verses? Explain. (See 2 Cor. 8:10-12; 2 
Cor. 9:7) 

2. What is being suggested about the temple? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
and for the fragrant incense;  
___ 7  and onyx stones and other gems to be mounted 
on the ephod and breastpiece.  
___ 8  "Then have them make a sanctuary for me, and I 
will dwell among them.  

___ 9  Make this tabernacle and all its furnishings 
exactly like the pattern I will show you.  
 
The Ark 
___ 10  "Have them make a chest of acacia wood--two 
and a half cubits long, a cubit and a half wide, and a 
cubit and a half high.  
___ 11  Overlay it with pure gold, both inside and out, 
and make a gold molding around it.  
___ 12  Cast four gold rings for it and fasten them to its 
four feet, with two rings on one side and two rings on 
the other.  
___ 13  Then make poles of acacia wood and overlay 
them with gold.  
___ 14  Insert the poles into the rings on the sides of 
the chest to carry it.  
___ 15  The poles are to remain in the rings of this ark; 
they are not to be removed.  
___ 16  Then put in the ark the Testimony, which I will 
give you.  
___ 17  "Make an atonement cover of pure gold--two 
and a half cubits long and a cubit and a half wide.  
___ 18  And make two cherubim out of hammered gold 
at the ends of the cover.  
___ 19  Make one cherub on one end and the second 
cherub on the other; make the cherubim of one piece 
with the cover, at the two ends.  
___ 20  The cherubim are to have their wings spread 
upward, overshadowing the cover with them. The 
cherubim are to face each other, looking toward the 
cover.  
___ 21  Place the cover on top of the ark and put in the 
ark the Testimony, which I will give you.  
___ 22  There, above the cover between the two 
cherubim that are over the ark of the Testimony, I will 
meet with you and give you all my commands for the 
Israelites.  
 
The Table 
___ 23  "Make a table of acacia wood--two cubits long, 
a cubit wide and a cubit and a half high.  
___ 24  Overlay it with pure gold and make a gold 
molding around it.  
___ 25  Also make around it a rim a handbreadth wide 
and put a gold molding on the rim.  
___ 26  Make four gold rings for the table and fasten  
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Reflect and Discuss 
1. Vv. 25:10-22 (See also vv. 37:1-9) – The ark would 

have been about 3.75 feet long, and about 2.25 
feet wide and 2.25 feet deep. What in your house 
would be about the same size. 

2. What did the Ark signify? What was its 
significance? 

3. What the Testimony/Covenant the Ark contained? 
(See Ex. 31:18) 

4. What sense of assurance and comfort was and did 
the Ark provide for the people of Israel? Explain. 

5. What sense of awe, respect, and response-ability 
did or was it to command? (See Ro. 12:1; Phil. 
2:12-13) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reflect and Discuss 
1. Vv. 25:23-30 (See also vv. 37:10-16) – What does 

or might this “table” say or suggest about God’s 
relationship with His people? 

2. What is the “Bread of the Presence”? (See Lev. 
24:5-9) Why do you think it is to be perpetually set 
before God—at all times? 

them to the four corners, where the four legs are.  
___ 27  The rings are to be close to the rim to hold the 
poles used in carrying the table.  
___ 28  Make the poles of acacia wood, overlay them 
with gold and carry the table with them.  

___ 29  And make its plates and dishes of pure gold, as 
well as its pitchers and bowls for the pouring out of 
offerings.  
___ 30  Put the bread of the Presence on this table to 
be before me at all times.  
 
The Lampstand 
___ 31  "Make a lampstand of pure gold and hammer it 
out, base and shaft; its flowerlike cups, buds and 
blossoms shall be of one piece with it.  
___ 32  Six branches are to extend from the sides of the 
lampstand--three on one side and three on the other.  
___ 33  Three cups shaped like almond flowers with 
buds and blossoms are to be on one branch, three on 
the next branch, and the same for all six branches 
extending from the lampstand.  
___ 34  And on the lampstand there are to be four cups 
shaped like almond flowers with buds and blossoms.  
___ 35  One bud shall be under the first pair of 
branches extending from the lampstand, a second bud 
under the second pair, and a third bud under the third 
pair--six branches in all.  
___ 36  The buds and branches shall all be of one piece 
with the lampstand, hammered out of pure gold.  
___ 37  "Then make its seven lamps and set them up on 
it so that they light the space in front of it.  
___ 38  Its wick trimmers and trays are to be of pure 
gold.  
___ 39  A talent of pure gold is to be used for the 
lampstand and all these accessories.  
___ 40  See that you make them according to the 
pattern shown you on the mountain.  
 
Exodus 26:1-37 (NIV)  
The Tabernacle 
___ 1  "Make the tabernacle with ten curtains of finely 
twisted linen and blue, purple and scarlet yarn, with 
cherubim worked into them by a skilled craftsman.  
___ 2  All the curtains are to be the same size--twenty-
eight cubits long and four cubits wide.  
___ 3  Join five of the curtains together, and do the 
same with the other five.  
___ 4  Make loops of blue material along the edge of 
the end curtain in one set, and do the same with the 
end curtain in the other set.  
___ 5  Make fifty loops on one curtain and fifty loops  
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Reflect and Discuss 
1. Vv. 25:31-40 (See also vv. 37:17-24) – What 

thoughts come to mind as you read about the 
lampstand? What feelings do you have? 

2. As with a lot of things in Scripture people have 
sought to ascribe meaning to details, meaning 
which Scripture itself neither confirms nor refutes. 

 Do you think there is value in trying to ascribe 
meaning which Scripture neither confirms nor 
refutes? Explain why or why not? 

 Some believe…. What do you think? Explain. 
o The six branches represent six days of 

creation. 
o The almond blossoms was an 

announcement of spring and new life. 
o The flowers represents God’s consistency 

and watchfulness in keeping His covenant. 
o The seven lamps represent Jesus as the 

Light of the World & the seven churches in 
Revelation. 

 
 

 
 
 
Reflect and Discuss 
1. Vv. 26:1-37 (See also vv. 37:8-38) – The 

Tabernacle itself would have been fifteen feet 
wide, fifteen feet high and forty-five feet long.  

on the end curtain of the other set, with the loops 
opposite each other.  
___ 6  Then make fifty gold clasps and use them to 
fasten the curtains together so that the tabernacle is a 
unit.  

___ 7  "Make curtains of goat hair for the tent over the 
tabernacle--eleven altogether.  
___ 8  All eleven curtains are to be the same size--
thirty cubits long and four cubits wide.  
___ 9  Join five of the curtains together into one set 
and the other six into another set. Fold the sixth 
curtain double at the front of the tent.  
___ 10  Make fifty loops along the edge of the end 
curtain in one set and also along the edge of the end 
curtain in the other set.  
___ 11  Then make fifty bronze clasps and put them in 
the loops to fasten the tent together as a unit.  
___ 12  As for the additional length of the tent curtains, 
the half curtain that is left over is to hang down at the 
rear of the tabernacle.  
___ 13  The tent curtains will be a cubit longer on both 
sides; what is left will hang over the sides of the 
tabernacle so as to cover it.  
___ 14  Make for the tent a covering of ram skins dyed 
red, and over that a covering of hides of sea cows.  
___ 15  "Make upright frames of acacia wood for the 
tabernacle.  
___ 16  Each frame is to be ten cubits long and a cubit 
and a half wide,  
___ 17  with two projections set parallel to each other. 
Make all the frames of the tabernacle in this way.  
___ 18  Make twenty frames for the south side of the 
tabernacle  
___ 19  and make forty silver bases to go under them--
two bases for each frame, one under each projection.  
___ 20  For the other side, the north side of the 
tabernacle, make twenty frames  
___ 21  and forty silver bases--two under each frame.  
___ 22  Make six frames for the far end, that is, the 
west end of the tabernacle,  
___ 23  and make two frames for the corners at the far 
end.  
___ 24  At these two corners they must be double from 
the bottom all the way to the top, and fitted into a 
single ring; both shall be like that.  
___ 25  So there will be eight frames and sixteen silver 
bases--two under each frame.  
___ 26  "Also make crossbars of acacia wood: five for 
the frames on one side of the tabernacle,  
___ 27  five for those on the other side, and five for the 
frames on the west, at the far end of the tabernacle.  
2. What is your understanding of the Outer Court of 

Tabernacle Courtyard? …of the Holy Place? …of 
the Most Holy Place? 
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3. In what sense are we now God’s tabernacle or 
temple, God’s dwelling place? (See 1 Cor. 3:16-17; 
1 Cor. 6:19) 

 What does it mean to you and for you to have 
God tabernacle in you, to be God’s temple and 
dwelling place? Explain. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
___ 28  The center crossbar is to extend from end to 
end at the middle of the frames.  
___ 29  Overlay the frames with gold and make gold 

rings to hold the crossbars. Also overlay the crossbars 
with gold.  
___ 30  "Set up the tabernacle according to the plan 
shown you on the mountain.  
___ 31  "Make a curtain of blue, purple and scarlet yarn 
and finely twisted linen, with cherubim worked into it 
by a skilled craftsman.  
___ 32  Hang it with gold hooks on four posts of acacia 
wood overlaid with gold and standing on four silver 
bases.  
___ 33  Hang the curtain from the clasps and place the 
ark of the Testimony behind the curtain. The curtain 
will separate the Holy Place from the Most Holy Place.  
___ 34  Put the atonement cover on the ark of the 
Testimony in the Most Holy Place.  
___ 35  Place the table outside the curtain on the north 
side of the tabernacle and put the lampstand opposite 
it on the south side.  
___ 36  "For the entrance to the tent make a curtain of 
blue, purple and scarlet yarn and finely twisted linen--
the work of an embroiderer.  
___ 37  Make gold hooks for this curtain and five posts 
of acacia wood overlaid with gold. And cast five 
bronze bases for them.  
 
Exodus 27:1-21 (NIV)  
The Altar of Burnt Offering 
___ 1  "Build an altar of acacia wood, three cubits high; 
it is to be square, five cubits long and five cubits wide.  
___ 2  Make a horn at each of the four corners, so that 
the horns and the altar are of one piece, and overlay 
the altar with bronze.  
___ 3  Make all its utensils of bronze--its pots to 
remove the ashes, and its shovels, sprinkling bowls, 
meat forks and firepans.  
___ 4  Make a grating for it, a bronze network, and 
make a bronze ring at each of the four corners of the 
network.  
___ 5  Put it under the ledge of the altar so that it is 
halfway up the altar.  
___ 6  Make poles of acacia wood for the altar and 
overlay them with bronze.  
___ 7  The poles are to be inserted into the rings so 
they will be on two sides of the altar when it is carried.  
___ 8  Make the altar hollow, out of boards. It is to be 
made just as you were shown on the mountain.  
 
 
Reflect and Discuss 
1. Vv. 27:1-8 (See also vv. 38:1-7) – These verses are 

about the furnishings upon which burnt offerings 
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were made, however, regarding burnt offerings 
themselves:  

The burnt offering is one of the oldest and most 
common offerings in history. It’s entirely possible that 
Abel’s offering in Gen. 4:4 was a burnt offering, 
although the first recorded instance is in Gen. 
8:20 when Noah offers burnt offerings after the flood. 
God ordered Abraham to offer his son, Isaac, in a 
burnt offering in Gen. 22, and then provided a ram as 
a replacement.  

 

The Hebrew word for “burnt offering” actually means 
to “ascend,“ literally to “go up in smoke.” The smoke 
from the sacrifice ascended to God, “a soothing aroma 
to the LORD” (Leviticus 1:9). Burnt offerings  usually 
were made in an effort to renew the relationship 
between Holy God and sinful man. With the 
development of the law, God gave the Israelites 
specific instructions as to the types of burnt offerings 
and what they symbolized. 
 

Lev. 1 and 6:8-13 describe the traditional burnt 
offering. The Israelites brought a bull, sheep, or goat, 
a male with no defect, and killed it at the entrance to 
the tabernacle. The animal’s blood was drained, and 
the priest sprinkled blood around the altar. The animal 
was skinned and cut it into pieces, the intestines and 
legs washed, and the priest burned the pieces over 
the altar all night. The priest received the skin as a fee 
for his help. A turtledove or pigeon could also be 
sacrificed, although they weren’t skinned. 

 

A person could give a burnt offering at any time. It 
was a sacrifice of general atonement—an 
acknowledgement of one’s sinful nature and a request 
for renewed relationship with God. God also set times 
for the priests to give a burnt offering for the benefit 
of the Israelites as a whole, although the animals 
required for each sacrifice varied: 
 

Every morning and evening (Ex. 29:38-42; Nu. 28:2); 
Each Sabbath (Nu. 28:9-10); The beginning of each 
month (Nu. 28:11); At Passover (Nu. 28:19); With the 
new grain/firstfruits offering at the Feast of Weeks 
(Nu. 28:27); At the Feast of Trumpets/Rosh Hashanah 
(Nu. 29:1); At the new moon (Nu. 29:6) 
 

The ultimate fulfillment of the burnt offering is in 
Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross. His physical life was 
completely consumed, He ascended to God, and His 
covering (that is, His garment) was distributed to 
those who officiated  
The Courtyard 

___ 9  "Make a courtyard for the tabernacle. The south 
side shall be a hundred cubits long and is to have 
curtains of finely twisted linen,  
___ 10  with twenty posts and twenty bronze bases and 
with silver hooks and bands on the posts.  
___ 11  The north side shall also be a hundred cubits 
long and is to have curtains, with twenty posts and 
twenty bronze bases and with silver hooks and bands 
on the posts.  
___ 12  "The west end of the courtyard shall be fifty 
cubits wide and have curtains, with ten posts and ten 
bases.  
___ 13  On the east end, toward the sunrise, the 
courtyard shall also be fifty cubits wide.  
___ 14  Curtains fifteen cubits long are to be on one 
side of the entrance, with three posts and three bases,  
___ 15  and curtains fifteen cubits long are to be on the 
other side, with three posts and three bases.  
___ 16  "For the entrance to the courtyard, provide a 
curtain twenty cubits long, of blue, purple and scarlet 
yarn and finely twisted linen--the work of an 
embroiderer--with four posts and four bases.  
___ 17  All the posts around the courtyard are to have 
silver bands and hooks, and bronze bases.  
___ 18  The courtyard shall be a hundred cubits long 
and fifty cubits wide, with curtains of finely twisted 
linen five cubits high, and with bronze bases.  
___ 19  All the other articles used in the service of the 
tabernacle, whatever their function, including all the 
tent pegs for it and those for the courtyard, are to be 
of bronze.  
 
Oil for the Lampstand 
___ 20  "Command the Israelites to bring you clear oil 
of pressed olives for the light so that the lamps may 
be kept burning.  
___ 21  In the Tent of Meeting, outside the curtain that 
is in front of the Testimony, Aaron and his sons are to 
keep the lamps burning before the LORD from evening 
till morning. This is to be a lasting ordinance among 
the Israelites for the generations to come.  
 
Exodus 28:1-43 (NIV)  
The Priestly Garments 
___1  "Have Aaron your brother brought to you from 
among the Israelites, along with his sons Nadab and 
Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar, so they may serve me as 
priests.  
___2  Make sacred garments for your brother Aaron, 
to give him dignity and honor.  
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over His sacrifice (Mt. 27:35). But most importantly, 
His sacrifice, once for all time, atoned for our sins and 
restored our relationship with God. (edited by Bill 
Cullen from https://www.gotquestions.org/burnt-
offering.html 
2. What are your thoughts, reflections, comments, 

and/or questions? 
 

Reflect and Discuss 
1. Vv. 27:9-19 (See also vv. 38:9-20) – The Outer 

Court or the courtyard was around 150 feet long 
and 75 feet wide with the entrance being about 
30 feet wide. The height of the curtains would 
have been about 7 ½  feet.  

2. What are your thoughts, reflections, comments, 
and/or questions? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reflect and Discuss 
1. Vv. 27:20-21 – General consensus among 

theologians is the burning lamps represented the 
presence of God. 

 If this thinking is correct, what thoughts, 
feelings, comments, and/or questions do you 
have? 

2. How seriously do you think Aaron and his sons 
took their responsibilities? (See Nu. 3:4; 4:16; 
20:25-28) 

3. What do you understanding to be your 
responsibility in the Kingdom and how seriously 
do you take it? (See Mt. 5:16; Mt. 28:19; Jn. 13:34-
35; Jn. 15:8,12,16-17; 2 Cor. 5:17-20; 1 Th. 4:9-10; 
Jas 4:17; 1 Jn. 3:16-18) 

 

Reflect and Discuss 
1. Vv. 28:1-5 (See also vv. 39:1) – In vv. 28:2 & 4 and 

v. 39:1 the priestly garments are described as 

sacred. The Hebrew word is kadosh and the Greek 
word is hagios.  

___3  Tell all the skilled men to whom I have given 
wisdom in such matters that they are to make 
garments for Aaron, for his consecration, so he may 
serve me as priest.  
___4  These are the garments they are to make: a 
breastpiece, an ephod, a robe, a woven tunic, a turban 
and a sash. They are to make these sacred garments 
for your brother Aaron and his sons, so they may 
serve me as priests.  
___5  Have them use gold, and blue, purple and scarlet 
yarn, and fine linen.  
 
The Ephod 
___6  "Make the ephodof gold, and of blue, purple and 
scarlet yarn, and of finely twisted linen--the work of a 
skilled craftsman.  
___7  It is to have two shoulder pieces attached to two 
of its corners, so it can be fastened.  
___8  Its skillfully woven waistband is to be like it--of 
one piece with the ephod and made with gold, and 
with blue, purple and scarlet yarn, and with finely 
twisted linen.  
___9  "Take two onyx stones and engrave on them the 
names of the sons of Israel  
___10  in the order of their birth--six names on one 
stone and the remaining six on the other.  
___11  Engrave the names of the sons of Israel on the 
two stones the way a gem cutter engraves a seal. Then 
mount the stones in gold filigree settings  
___12  and fasten them on the shoulder pieces of the 
ephod as memorial stones for the sons of Israel. Aaron 
is to bear the names on his shoulders as a memorial 
before the LORD.  
___13  Make gold filigree settings  
___14  and two braided chains of pure gold, like a rope, 
and attach the chains to the settings.  
 
The Breastplate 
___15  "Fashion a breastpiece for making decisions--
the work of a skilled craftsman. Make it like the 
ephod: of gold, and of blue, purple and scarlet yarn, 
and of finely twisted linen.  
___16  It is to be square--a span long and a span wide--
and folded double.  
___17  Then mount four rows of precious stones on it. 
In the first row there shall be a ruby, a topaz and a 
beryl;  
___18  in the second row a turquoise, a sapphire and 
an emerald;  
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___19  in the third row a jacinth, an agate and an 
amethyst;  

 What is you understanding of “sacred”? 

 The word sacred (Kadosh/hagios) basically 
means to be set apart for the purpose of God. 
In what sense were Aaron’s garments 
“sacred.”  

 What are some things you would consider to 
be “sacred” today? 

2. V. 28:2 also says the garments were to provide 
Aaron and his sons with dignity and honor and in 
v. 28:3 that the garments were for Aarons 
consecration.  

 What does it mean to have dignity? …to have 
honor? What does having dignity and honor 
look like? 

 The word consecration is also a translation of 
the words Kadosh and hagios.  
o What does it mean to be consecrated? 
o In what sense are all Christians 

consecrated/holy? (See Jn. 15:16-17; Acts 
1:8; 1 Cor. 12:7; 2 Cor. 5:17-20; Eph. 
4:1,16; 1 Pe. 2:9) 

 
Reflect and Discuss 
1. Vv. 28:6-14 (See also vv. 39:2-7) – An ephod would 

have been a sort of apron. On Aaron’s ephod was 
engraved the names of the sons of Israel as a 
memorial before the Lord. 

 For what do you think the sons of Israel were 
being memorialized? Explain. 

2. Whose name(s) would you want to memorialize as 
founders or nurturers of your faith? Explain. 

3. Do you think anyone would want to memorialize 
you for your contribution to their faith 
development? Explain.  

 
 
 
 

Reflect and Discuss 
1. Vv. 28:15-30 (See also vv. 39:8-21) – In vv. 28:15 & 

29 the breastpiece is described as a “breastpiece 
of decision/judgement” and for making decisions/ 
judgments. The Hebrew word used here is 
mishpat.  

 What significance, if any, do you find in the 
breastpiece being worn over the heart?  

 What is to temper or guide our decisions and 
judgements? (See Ps. 96:10-11,13; Is. 30:18; 
Hos. 6:6; Zech. 7:9-10; Lk. 6:36; Eph. 4:32) 

2. Martin Luther talks of “Two Kingdoms,” both of 
them God’s Kingdom but each operating with a  

 
___20  in the fourth row a chrysolite, an onyx and a 
jasper. Mount them in gold filigree settings.  
___21  There are to be twelve stones, one for each of 
the names of the sons of Israel, each engraved like a 
seal with the name of one of the twelve tribes.  
___22  "For the breastpiece make braided chains of 
pure gold, like a rope.  
___23  Make two gold rings for it and fasten them to 
two corners of the breastpiece.  
___24  Fasten the two gold chains to the rings at the 
corners of the breastpiece,  
___25  and the other ends of the chains to the two 
settings, attaching them to the shoulder pieces of the 
ephod at the front.  
___26  Make two gold rings and attach them to the 
other two corners of the breastpiece on the inside 
edge next to the ephod.  
___27  Make two more gold rings and attach them to 
the bottom of the shoulder pieces on the front of the 
ephod, close to the seam just above the waistband of 
the ephod.  
___28  The rings of the breastpiece are to be tied to the 
rings of the ephod with blue cord, connecting it to the 
waistband, so that the breastpiece will not swing out 
from the ephod.  
___29  "Whenever Aaron enters the Holy Place, he will 
bear the names of the sons of Israel over his heart on 
the breastpiece of decision as a continuing memorial 
before the LORD.  
___30  Also put the Urim and the Thummim in the 
breastpiece, so they may be over Aaron's heart 
whenever he enters the presence of the LORD. Thus 
Aaron will always bear the means of making decisions 
for the Israelites over his heart before the LORD.  
 
Other Priestly Garments 
___31  "Make the robe of the ephod entirely of blue 
cloth,  
___32  with an opening for the head in its center. There 
shall be a woven edge like a collar around this 
opening, so that it will not tear.  
___33  Make pomegranates of blue, purple and scarlet 
yarn around the hem of the robe, with gold bells 
between them.  
___34  The gold bells and the pomegranates are to 
alternate around the hem of the robe.  
___35  Aaron must wear it when he ministers. The 
sound of the bells will be heard when he enters the 
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Holy Place before the LORD and when he comes out, 
so that he will not die.  
___36  "Make a plate of pure gold and engrave on it as  

diverse set of guidelines. The Kingdom of the Right 
is the church both the corporate church and the 
individual Christian and the operating principle for 
the Kingdom on the Right is grace, forgiveness, 
turning the other cheek, etc. The Kingdom on the 
Left operates in the civic and secular arena. It 
function is to maintain order, justice, etc. and 
exercise legal authority which is given those 
holding legitimate positions of authority 
(governments officials in their official roles, 
parents in their role as parent, etc.). As Christians 
we are all citizens of both Kingdoms and subject to 
the operating guidelines and principles of each. 

 How might a breastpiece of decision guide 
those as citizens of the Kingdom on the Right? 
…as citizens of the Kingdom of the Left? 

 What decisions does our pastor(s) need to 
make? …our other church staff? …our elected 
and appointed church leaders?  
o How do they make their decisions? 
o How might or does the breastpiece of 

decision influence or guide them? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reflect and Discuss 
1. Vv. 28:31-43 (See also vv. 39:22-31) – In many 

Christian traditions pastors/priest commonly wear 
garments (robes, clerical collars, etc.).  

 What is the purpose and value in their 
wearing “religious” articles of clothing? 
Explain. 
o Do you think the value is primarily for the 

wearer? …for those seeing the wearer? 
…for God? Explain. 

2. Although the typical Christian does not wear 
garments/articles of clothing designating her or 
him a part of the “priesthood of all believers” (1 

Pe. 2:9), we are instructed and encouraged to 
appropriately clothe ourselves. (See Ro. 13:14; 
Gal. 3:27; Eph. 4:22-24; Eph. 6:11-16; Col. 3:10-14; 
1 Pe. 5:5) 

on a seal: HOLY TO THE LORD.  
___37  Fasten a blue cord to it to attach it to the 
turban; it is to be on the front of the turban.  
___38  It will be on Aaron's forehead, and he will bear 
the guilt involved in the sacred gifts the Israelites 
consecrate, whatever their gifts may be. It will be on 
Aaron's forehead continually so that they will be 
acceptable to the LORD.  
___39  "Weave the tunic of fine linen and make the 
turban of fine linen. The sash is to be the work of an 
embroiderer.  
___40  Make tunics, sashes and headbands for Aaron's 
sons, to give them dignity and honor.  
___41  After you put these clothes on your brother 
Aaron and his sons, anoint and ordain them. 
Consecrate them so they may serve me as priests.  
___42  "Make linen undergarments as a covering for 
the body, reaching from the waist to the thigh.  
___43  Aaron and his sons must wear them whenever 
they enter the Tent of Meeting or approach the altar 
to minister in the Holy Place, so that they will not 
incur guilt and die. "This is to be a lasting ordinance 
for Aaron and his descendants.  
 
Exodus 29:1-46 (NIV)  
Consecration of the Priests 
___1  "This is what you are to do to consecrate them, 
so they may serve me as priests: Take a young bull and 
two rams without defect.  
___2  And from fine wheat flour, without yeast, make 
bread, and cakes mixed with oil, and wafers spread 
with oil.  
___3  Put them in a basket and present them in it--
along with the bull and the two rams.  
___4  Then bring Aaron and his sons to the entrance to 
the Tent of Meeting and wash them with water.  
___5  Take the garments and dress Aaron with the 
tunic, the robe of the ephod, the ephod itself and the 
breastpiece. Fasten the ephod on him by its skillfully 
woven waistband.  
___6  Put the turban on his head and attach the sacred 
diadem to the turban.  
___7  Take the anointing oil and anoint him by pouring 
it on his head.  
___8  Bring his sons and dress them in tunics  
___9  and put headbands on them. Then tie sashes on 
Aaron and his sons. The priesthood is theirs by a 
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lasting ordinance. In this way you shall ordain Aaron 
and his sons.  
___10  "Bring the bull to the front of the Tent of 
Meeting, and Aaron and his sons shall lay their hands  

 We usually very intentionally dress ourselves 
when we get up in the morning. Do you 
intentionally clothe yourself in and with the 
items mentioned in the above verses? Explain. 

 If you/we were to intentionally clothe 
ourselves in and with the items mentioned in 
the above verses what would or might be 
different for us as we go about our days? 
…what might be different for the people we 
encounter throughout the day? 
o With which item(s) are you almost always 

clothed? Explain. 
o With which item(s) do you most need to 

intentionally clothe yourself? Explain. (See 
Jn. 15:4-5; Gal. 2:20; Gal. 5:22-23,25) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reflect and Discuss 
1. Vv. 29:1-46 – This chapter goes into great detail 

regarding the consecration of Aaron and his sons 
as priest. In all likelihood a major reason for the 
detail is God sought to demonstrate that the 
consecration was not a consecration (a setting 
apart) of merely a part of their lives for His 
service,  but it was to be a total consecration 
where the whole of their lives was to be 
consecrated.  

 What do you think total consecration looked 
like for Aaron and his sons? 

 Do you think God wants pastors/priest today 
to be so wholly consecrated? Explain. 

 Does God want the average parishioner to be 
wholly consecrated? Explain. (See Mt. 4:10; 
Jn. 15:16-17; Ro. 12:1; 1 Cor. 16:14; Eph. 
4:1,16; Col. 3:17; 1 Pe. 2:9) 

2. Reflect on and discuss the following statement: “A 
phrase many Christians use and which sounds very 
godly is ‘God first, family second, job third.’ The 
problem with that is it leave God out of (or at least 

there is a disconnect of sorts) one’s family and 
one’s job. God wants to be very much a part of 
everything we do in and with our family and 
everything we do in and with our job. What we do 
with family, job or whatever should reflect and be  

on its head.  
___11  Slaughter it in the LORD's presence at the 
entrance to the Tent of Meeting.  
___12  Take some of the bull's blood and put it on the 
horns of the altar with your finger, and pour out the 
rest of it at the base of the altar.  
___13  Then take all the fat around the inner parts, the 
covering of the liver, and both kidneys with the fat on 
them, and burn them on the altar.  
___14  But burn the bull's flesh and its hide and its offal 
outside the camp. It is a sin offering.  
___15  "Take one of the rams, and Aaron and his sons 
shall lay their hands on its head.  
___16  Slaughter it and take the blood and sprinkle it 
against the altar on all sides.  
___17  Cut the ram into pieces and wash the inner 
parts and the legs, putting them with the head and the 
other pieces.  
___18  Then burn the entire ram on the altar. It is a 
burnt offering to the LORD, a pleasing aroma, an 
offering made to the LORD by fire.  
___19  "Take the other ram, and Aaron and his sons 
shall lay their hands on its head.  
___20  Slaughter it, take some of its blood and put it on 
the lobes of the right ears of Aaron and his sons, on 
the thumbs of their right hands, and on the big toes of 
their right feet. Then sprinkle blood against the altar 
on all sides.  
___21  And take some of the blood on the altar and 
some of the anointing oil and sprinkle it on Aaron and 
his garments and on his sons and their garments. Then 
he and his sons and their garments will be 
consecrated.  
___22  "Take from this ram the fat, the fat tail, the fat 
around the inner parts, the covering of the liver, both 
kidneys with the fat on them, and the right thigh. (This 
is the ram for the ordination.)  
___23  From the basket of bread made without yeast, 
which is before the LORD, take a loaf, and a cake 
made with oil, and a wafer.  
___24  Put all these in the hands of Aaron and his sons 
and wave them before the LORD as a wave offering.  
___25  Then take them from their hands and burn them 
on the altar along with the burnt offering for a 
pleasing aroma to the LORD, an offering made to the 
LORD by fire.  
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___26  After you take the breast of the ram for Aaron's 
ordination, wave it before the LORD as a wave 
offering, and it will be your share.  
___27  "Consecrate those parts of the ordination ram 
that belong to Aaron and his sons: the breast that was  

an expression of our relationship with Him.” – Bill 
Cullen 

3. What could/ought total consecration look like for 
congregants? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
waved and the thigh that was presented.  
___28  This is always to be the regular share from the 
Israelites for Aaron and his sons. It is the contribution 
the Israelites are to make to the LORD from their 
fellowship offerings.  
___29  "Aaron's sacred garments will belong to his 
descendants so that they can be anointed and 
ordained in them.  
___30  The son who succeeds him as priest and comes 
to the Tent of Meeting to minister in the Holy Place is 
to wear them seven days.  
___31  "Take the ram for the ordination and cook the 
meat in a sacred place.  
___32  At the entrance to the Tent of Meeting, Aaron 
and his sons are to eat the meat of the ram and the 
bread that is in the basket.  
___33  They are to eat these offerings by which 
atonement was made for their ordination and 
consecration. But no one else may eat them, because 
they are sacred.  
___34  And if any of the meat of the ordination ram or 
any bread is left over till morning, burn it up. It must 
not be eaten, because it is sacred.  
___35  "Do for Aaron and his sons everything I have 
commanded you, taking seven days to ordain them.  
___36  Sacrifice a bull each day as a sin offering to 
make atonement. Purify the altar by making 
atonement for it, and anoint it to consecrate it.  
___37  For seven days make atonement for the altar 
and consecrate it. Then the altar will be most holy, 
and whatever touches it will be holy.  
___38  "This is what you are to offer on the altar 
regularly each day: two lambs a year old.  
___39  Offer one in the morning and the other at 
twilight.  
___40  With the first lamb offer a tenth of an ephah of 
fine flour mixed with a quarter of a hin of oil from 
pressed olives, and a quarter of a hin of wine as a 
drink offering.  
___41  Sacrifice the other lamb at twilight with the 
same grain offering and its drink offering as in the 
morning--a pleasing aroma, an offering made to the 
LORD by fire.  
___42  "For the generations to come this burnt offering 
is to be made regularly at the entrance to the Tent of 
Meeting before the LORD. There I will meet you and 
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speak to you;  
___43  there also I will meet with the Israelites, and the 
place will be consecrated by my glory.  
___44  "So I will consecrate the Tent of Meeting and 
the altar and will consecrate Aaron and his sons to  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
serve me as priests.  
___45  Then I will dwell among the Israelites and be 
their God.  
___46  They will know that I am the LORD their God, 
who brought them out of Egypt so that I might dwell 
among them. I am the LORD their God.  
 
Exodus 30:1-38 (NIV)  
The Altar of Incense 
___1  "Make an altar of acacia wood for burning 
incense.  
___2  It is to be square, a cubit long and a cubit wide, 
and two cubits high--its horns of one piece with it.  
___3  Overlay the top and all the sides and the horns 
with pure gold, and make a gold molding around it.  
___4  Make two gold rings for the altar below the 
molding--two on opposite sides--to hold the poles 
used to carry it.  
___5  Make the poles of acacia wood and overlay them 
with gold.  
___6  Put the altar in front of the curtain that is before 
the ark of the Testimony--before the atonement cover 
that is over the Testimony--where I will meet with 
you.  
___7  "Aaron must burn fragrant incense on the altar 
every morning when he tends the lamps.  
___8  He must burn incense again when he lights the 
lamps at twilight so incense will burn regularly before 
the LORD for the generations to come.  
___9  Do not offer on this altar any other incense or 
any burnt offering or grain offering, and do not pour a 
drink offering on it.  
___10  Once a year Aaron shall make atonement on its 
horns. This annual atonement must be made with the 
blood of the atoning sin offering for the generations to 
come. It is most holy to the LORD."  
 
Atonement Money 
___11  Then the LORD said to Moses,  
___12  "When you take a census of the Israelites to 
count them, each one must pay the LORD a ransom 
for his life at the time he is counted. Then no plague 
will come on them when you number them.  
___13  Each one who crosses over to those already 
counted is to give a half shekel, according to the 
sanctuary shekel, which weighs twenty gerahs. This 
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half shekel is an offering to the LORD.  
___14  All who cross over, those twenty years old or 
more, are to give an offering to the LORD.  
___15  The rich are not to give more than a half shekel 
and the poor are not to give less when you make the  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reflect and Discuss 
1. Vv. 30:1-10 (See also vv. 37:25-28) – What is your 

understanding of the offering of incense? (See Ps. 
141:2; Lk. 1:10; Rev. 5:8 

2. V. 30:8 - What does this verse say or suggest 
about prayer? (See Lk. 18:1; Phil. 4:6; 1 Th. 5:17) 

3. V. 30:10 – Makes reference to Yom Kippur or the 
Day of Atonement – the most holy day in the 
Jewish church year. Note: Sacrifice is not being 
made on the Altar of Incense. Blood is being 
spread on it to cleanse it. 

 What do you know about Yom Kippur – the 
Day of Atonement? (See Lev. 16; Heb. 9:19-
28) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reflect and Discuss 
1. Vv. 30:11-16 – What is your understanding of 

God’s purpose in requiring this ransom or 
“atonement money) (v. 30:16) 

2. How is this similar to and different from people’s 
tithe today? 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
offering to the LORD to atone for your lives.  
___16  Receive the atonement money from the 
Israelites and use it for the service of the Tent of 
Meeting. It will be a memorial for the Israelites before 
the LORD, making atonement for your lives."  
 
Basin for Washing 
___17  Then the LORD said to Moses,  
___18  "Make a bronze basin, with its bronze stand, for 
washing. Place it between the Tent of Meeting and 
the altar, and put water in it.  
___19  Aaron and his sons are to wash their hands and 
feet with water from it.  
___20  Whenever they enter the Tent of Meeting, they 
shall wash with water so that they will not die. Also, 
when they approach the altar to minister by 
presenting an offering made to the LORD by fire,  
___21  they shall wash their hands and feet so that 
they will not die. This is to be a lasting ordinance for 
Aaron and his descendants for the generations to 
come."  
 
Anointing Oil 
___22  Then the LORD said to Moses,  
___23  "Take the following fine spices: 500 shekels of 
liquid myrrh, half as much (that is, 250 shekels) of 
fragrant cinnamon, 250 shekels of fragrant cane,  
___24  500 shekels of cassia--all according to the 
sanctuary shekel--and a hin of olive oil.  
___25  Make these into a sacred anointing oil, a 
fragrant blend, the work of a perfumer. It will be the 
sacred anointing oil.  
___26  Then use it to anoint the Tent of Meeting, the 
ark of the Testimony,  
___27  the table and all its articles, the lampstand and 
its accessories, the altar of incense,  
___28  the altar of burnt offering and all its utensils, 
and the basin with its stand.  
___29  You shall consecrate them so they will be most 
holy, and whatever touches them will be holy.  
___30  "Anoint Aaron and his sons and consecrate 
them so they may serve me as priests.  
___31  Say to the Israelites, 'This is to be my sacred 
anointing oil for the generations to come.  
___32  Do not pour it on men's bodies and do not make 
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any oil with the same formula. It is sacred, and you are 
to consider it sacred.  
___33  Whoever makes perfume like it and whoever 
puts it on anyone other than a priest must be cut off 
from his people.'"  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reflect and Discuss 
1. Vv. 38:6-14 (See also vv. 38:8) – What do you 

think this washing might symbolize? 
2. Why do you think God required the washing be 

done so regularly and often? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reflect and Discuss 

 Vv. 30:22-37 – What thoughts and/or questions 
do these verses raise for you? Explain. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Incense 
___34  Then the LORD said to Moses, "Take fragrant 
spices--gum resin, onycha and galbanum--and pure 
frankincense, all in equal amounts,  
___35  and make a fragrant blend of incense, the work 
of a perfumer. It is to be salted and pure and sacred.  
___36  Grind some of it to powder and place it in front 
of the Testimony in the Tent of Meeting, where I will 
meet with you. It shall be most holy to you.  
___37  Do not make any incense with this formula for 
yourselves; consider it holy to the LORD.  
___38  Whoever makes any like it to enjoy its fragrance 
must be cut off from his people."  
 
Exodus 31:1-18 (NIV)  
Bezalel and Oholiab 
___ 1  Then the LORD said to Moses,  
___ 2  "See, I have chosen Bezalel son of Uri, the son of 
Hur, of the tribe of Judah,  
___3  and I have filled him with the Spirit of God, with 
skill, ability and knowledge in all kinds of crafts--  
___4  to make artistic designs for work in gold, silver 
and bronze,  
___5  to cut and set stones, to work in wood, and to 
engage in all kinds of craftsmanship.  
___6  Moreover, I have appointed Oholiab son of 
Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan, to help him. Also I 
have given skill to all the craftsmen to make 
everything I have commanded you:  
___7  the Tent of Meeting, the ark of the Testimony 
with the atonement cover on it, and all the other 
furnishings of the tent--  
___8  the table and its articles, the pure gold 
lampstand and all its accessories, the altar of incense,  
___9  the altar of burnt offering and all its utensils, the 
basin with its stand--  
___10  and also the woven garments, both the sacred 
garments for Aaron the priest and the garments for 
his sons when they serve as priests,  
___11  and the anointing oil and fragrant incense for 
the Holy Place. They are to make them just as I 
commanded you."  
 
The Sabbath 
___12  Then the LORD said to Moses,  
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___13  "Say to the Israelites, 'You must observe my 
Sabbaths. This will be a sign between me and you for 
the generations to come, so you may know that I am 
the LORD, who makes you holy.  
___14  "'Observe the Sabbath, because it is holy to you. 
Anyone who desecrates it must be put to death;  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reflect and Discuss 
1. Vv. 31:1-11 (See also vv. 35:30-34) – God gifted 

Bezalel and Oholiab as well as those who were to 
who were to work with them for the task that He 
called them to do. 

 Reflect on and discuss the quote: “God 
doesn’t call the gifted, He gifts the called.” – 
Mark Batterson (See 1 Cor. 1:18-25; 2 Cor. 
3:4-6) 

2. Do you believe all Christians have been gifted by 
God for some type of service/ministry? (See Ro. 
12:4-8; 1 Cor. 12:7; Eph. 4:7) 

3. Does God or to what extent does God actually 
expect us to use our giftedness (time, talents, 
treasures) for service to others? (See Mt. 10:8; 
Mk. 5:19; Lk. 12:48; Jn. 15:16-17; Eph. 2:10; Eph. 
4:1,16; Gal. 6:2.9-10; 1 Th. 4:9-10; 1 Tim. 4:14; 2 
Tim. 1:6-7; Jas. 1:22; Jas. 4:17; 1 Pe. 4:10-11; 1 Jn. 
3:16-18 

4. With what has God gifted and blessed you? How 
are you/can you use it in service to others? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reflect and Discuss 

 Vv. 31:12-18 – What is your understanding of 
God’s purpose in and for the Sabbath and Sabbath 
rest? (See Mk. 2:28; Jn. 17:15-18; 2 Tim. 4:2; Heb. 
10:22-25) 

 
 
whoever does any work on that day must be cut off 
from his people.  
___15  For six days, work is to be done, but the seventh 
day is a Sabbath of rest, holy to the LORD. Whoever 
does any work on the Sabbath day must be put to 
death.  
___16  The Israelites are to observe the Sabbath, 
celebrating it for the generations to come as a lasting 
covenant.  
___17  It will be a sign between me and the Israelites 
forever, for in six days the LORD made the heavens 
and the earth, and on the seventh day he abstained 
from work and rested.'"  
___18  When the LORD finished speaking to Moses on 
Mount Sinai, he gave him the two tablets of the 
Testimony, the tablets of stone inscribed by the finger 
of God.  
 
Exodus 32:1-35 (NIV)  
The Golden Calf 
___ 1  When the people saw that Moses was so long in 
coming down from the mountain, they gathered 
around Aaron and said, "Come, make us gods who will 
go before us. As for this fellow Moses who brought us 
up out of Egypt, we don't know what has happened to 
him."  
___ 2  Aaron answered them, "Take off the gold 
earrings that your wives, your sons and your 
daughters are wearing, and bring them to me."  
___ 3  So all the people took off their earrings and 
brought them to Aaron.  
___ 4  He took what they handed him and made it into 
an idol cast in the shape of a calf, fashioning it with a 
tool. Then they said, "These are your gods, O Israel, 
who brought you up out of Egypt."  
___ 5  When Aaron saw this, he built an altar in front 
of the calf and announced, "Tomorrow there will be a 
festival to the LORD."  
___ 6  So the next day the people rose early and 
sacrificed burnt offerings and presented fellowship 
offerings. Afterward they sat down to eat and drink 
and got up to indulge in revelry.  
___ 7  Then the LORD said to Moses, "Go down, 
because your people, whom you brought up out of 
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Egypt, have become corrupt.  
___ 8  They have been quick to turn away from what I 
commanded them and have made themselves an idol 
cast in the shape of a calf. They have bowed down to 
it and sacrificed to it and have said, 'These are your 
gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of Egypt.'  
___ 9  "I have seen these people," the LORD said to  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reflect and Discuss 
1. Vv. 32:1-33:6 – The author of the questions for the 

Serendipity Bible for Study Groups suggests 
dividing this story into five scenes: (1) vv. 32:1-6; 
(2) vv. 32:7-14; (3) vv. 32:15-20; (4) vv. 21-35; and 
(5) vv. 33:1-6. 

 If you were to divide the story into five scenes 
as listed above, what title would you give each 
scene? Explain. 

2. Scene #1 – vv. 32:1-6 – From these verses what 
appears to have been the Israelites understanding 
of God? 

 A major problem for the Israelites from the 
time of Abraham up into the time of the 
Babylonian Exile was the issue of polytheism 
vs. monotheism. This stemmed because of 
fallen human nature, but it in a large part it 
was fed and nourished by the culture(s) they 
had come from and the culture/environment 
in which they found themselves. (See Ex. 
34:12; Nu. 33:55; Dt. 7:2-4,16)  

 What are some of the gods of our culture 
to which even Christians are tempted to 
pay homage with our time, talents, and 
treasures? 

 The Israelites were like spiritual infants 
lacking a discerning mind, heart, and 
spirit. Generalizing, how would you 
describe the spiritual maturity of those in 
Christ’ church today? Explain. …your own 
maturity? 

 As God’s people with increasing maturity 
comes increasing response-ability. (See 
Heb. 6:1-3) With increasing maturity we  

Moses, "and they are a stiff-necked people.  
___ 10  Now leave me alone so that my anger may burn 
against them and that I may destroy them. Then I will 
make you into a great nation."  
___ 11  But Moses sought the favor of the LORD his 
God. "O LORD," he said, "why should your anger burn 
against your people, whom you brought out of Egypt 
with great power and a mighty hand?  
___ 12  Why should the Egyptians say, 'It was with evil 
intent that he brought them out, to kill them in the 
mountains and to wipe them off the face of the 
earth'? Turn from your fierce anger; relent and do not 
bring disaster on your people.  
___ 13  Remember your servants Abraham, Isaac and 
Israel, to whom you swore by your own self: 'I will 
make your descendants as numerous as the stars in 
the sky and I will give your descendants all this land I 
promised them, and it will be their inheritance 
forever.'"  
___ 14  Then the LORD relented and did not bring on 
his people the disaster he had threatened.  
___ 15  Moses turned and went down the mountain 
with the two tablets of the Testimony in his hands. 
They were inscribed on both sides, front and back.  
___ 16  The tablets were the work of God; the writing 
was the writing of God, engraved on the tablets.  
___ 17  When Joshua heard the noise of the people 
shouting, he said to Moses, "There is the sound of war 
in the camp."  
___ 18  Moses replied: "It is not the sound of victory, it 
is not the sound of defeat; it is the sound of singing 
that I hear."  
___ 19  When Moses approached the camp and saw 
the calf and the dancing, his anger burned and he 
threw the tablets out of his hands, breaking them to 
pieces at the foot of the mountain.  
___ 20  And he took the calf they had made and burned 
it in the fire; then he ground it to powder, scattered it 
on the water and made the Israelites drink it.  
___ 21  He said to Aaron, "What did these people do to 
you, that you led them into such great sin?"  
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___ 22  "Do not be angry, my lord," Aaron answered. 
"You know how prone these people are to evil.  
___ 23  They said to me, 'Make us gods who will go 
before us. As for this fellow Moses who brought us up 
out of Egypt, we don't know what has happened to 
him.'  
___ 24  So I told them, 'Whoever has any gold jewelry, 
take it off.' Then they gave me the gold, and I threw it 
into the fire, and out came this calf!"  
___ 25  Moses saw that the people were running wild  

become a “sent people” to give witness to 
God and His love and grace for all people. (See 
Mt. 28:19-20; Lk. 10:25-37; Jn. 3:16-17; Jn. 
17:15-18; Acts 1:8; Gal. 6:2; Col. 4:5-6; 1 Tim. 
2:3-6; 1 Jn. 2:2; 1 Jn. 3:16-18)  
o If we are to be people of grace in the 

world, without being of the world and 
being unduly influenced by it, what is 
going to be important, even essential? 
(See Jn. 15:4-5; Jn. 17:15-18; Col. 2:6-8; 
Col. 3:16; Heb. 10:22-25) 

o What do each of the following need and 
what ought each of them be doing: (1) 
spiritual infants, (2) spiritual child, (3) 
spiritual adolescence, (4) spiritual adult, 
(5) spiritual senior/elder? Explain. 

o Where do you see yourself on the spiritual 
maturity scale? What do you need and 
what do you need to be doing? (See Eph. 
4:1) 

3. Scene #2 – vv. 32:7-14 – How would you describe 
God in these verses? …His emotions? …His 
impulse?  

 V. 32:14 – Does God has a change of mind and 
of heart? If so, what does this suggest about 
God’s foreknowledge? (See Gen. 6:6) 

 V. 32:13 – What brings about God’s apparent 
change of mind and heart? (Note: It wasn’t 
the Israelites change of behavior or heart.)  

4. Scene #3 – vv. 32:15-20 – How would you describe 
Moses in these verses? … Joshua? …the Israelites? 

 V. 32:20 – What might the Israelites be 
thinking and feeling in the forced drinking?  

5. Scene #4 – vv. 32:21-35 – What are three 
adjectives you would use to describe Moses as a 
leader in these verses? …to describe Aaron? 
Explain. 

 Vv. 32:26-27 – How would you have 
responded to the call “Whoever is for the Lord 

come to me” along with the instructions that 
followed in v. 2:27? Explain. 

 To what, if anything, might you liken these 
two verses for us today? Explain. 

 What does “being for the Lord” mean for 
you/us today? What does it look like? Explain. 

6. Scene #5 – vv. 33:1-6 – What is the “good news” 
and what is the “bad  news” in these verses? 

 What do we learn about God in these verses? 

 V. 33:5 – Upon hearing such words spoken to 
you, what would you be thinking? …feeling? 
How would you respond? 

and that Aaron had let them get out of control and so 
become a laughingstock to their enemies.  
___ 26  So he stood at the entrance to the camp and 
said, "Whoever is for the LORD, come to me." And all 
the Levites rallied to him.  
___ 27  Then he said to them, "This is what the LORD, 
the God of Israel, says: 'Each man strap a sword to his 
side. Go back and forth through the camp from one 
end to the other, each killing his brother and friend 
and neighbor.'"  
___ 28  The Levites did as Moses commanded, and that 
day about three thousand of the people died.  
___ 29  Then Moses said, "You have been set apart to 
the LORD today, for you were against your own sons 
and brothers, and he has blessed you this day."  
___ 30  The next day Moses said to the people, "You 
have committed a great sin. But now I will go up to the 
LORD; perhaps I can make atonement for your sin."  
___ 31  So Moses went back to the LORD and said, "Oh, 
what a great sin these people have committed! They 
have made themselves gods of gold.  
___ 32  But now, please forgive their sin--but if not, 
then blot me out of the book you have written."  
___ 33  The LORD replied to Moses, "Whoever has 
sinned against me I will blot out of my book.  
___ 34  Now go, lead the people to the place I spoke of, 
and my angel will go before you. However, when the 
time comes for me to punish, I will punish them for 
their sin."  
___ 35  And the LORD struck the people with a plague 
because of what they did with the calf Aaron had 
made.  
 
Exodus 33:1-23 (NIV)  
___ 1  Then the LORD said to Moses, "Leave this place, 
you and the people you brought up out of Egypt, and 
go up to the land I promised on oath to Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob, saying, 'I will give it to your 
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descendants.'  
___ 2  I will send an angel before you and drive out the 
Canaanites, Amorites, Hittites, Perizzites, Hivites and 
Jebusites.  
___ 3  Go up to the land flowing with milk and honey. 
But I will not go with you, because you are a stiff-
necked people and I might destroy you on the way."  
___ 4  When the people heard these distressing words, 
they began to mourn and no one put on any 
ornaments.  
___ 5  For the LORD had said to Moses, "Tell the 
Israelites, 'You are a stiff-necked people. If I were to 
go with you even for a moment, I might destroy you.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Now take off your ornaments and I will decide what to 
do with you.'"  
___ 6  So the Israelites stripped off their ornaments at 
Mount Horeb.  
 
The Tent of Meeting 
___ 7  Now Moses used to take a tent and pitch it 
outside the camp some distance away, calling it the 
"tent of meeting." Anyone inquiring of the LORD 
would go to the tent of meeting outside the camp.  
___ 8  And whenever Moses went out to the tent, all 
the people rose and stood at the entrances to their 
tents, watching Moses until he entered the tent.  
___ 9  As Moses went into the tent, the pillar of cloud 
would come down and stay at the entrance, while the 
LORD spoke with Moses.  
___ 10  Whenever the people saw the pillar of cloud 
standing at the entrance to the tent, they all stood 
and worshiped, each at the entrance to his tent.  
___ 11  The LORD would speak to Moses face to face, 
as a man speaks with his friend. Then Moses would 
return to the camp, but his young aide Joshua son of 
Nun did not leave the tent.  
 
Moses and the Glory of the Lord 
___ 12  Moses said to the LORD, "You have been telling 
me, 'Lead these people,' but you have not let me 
know whom you will send with me. You have said, 'I 
know you by name and you have found favor with 
me.'  
___ 13  If you are pleased with me, teach me your ways 
so I may know you and continue to find favor with 
you. Remember that this nation is your people."  
___ 14  The LORD replied, "My Presence will go with 
you, and I will give you rest."  
___ 15  Then Moses said to him, "If your Presence does 
not go with us, do not send us up from here.  
___ 16  How will anyone know that you are pleased 
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with me and with your people unless you go with us? 
What else will distinguish me and your people from all 
the other people on the face of the earth?"  
___ 17  And the LORD said to Moses, "I will do the very 
thing you have asked, because I am pleased with you 
and I know you by name."  
___ 18  Then Moses said, "Now show me your glory."  
___ 19  And the LORD said, "I will cause all my 
goodness to pass in front of you, and I will proclaim 
my name, the LORD, in your presence. I will have 
mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have 
compassion on whom I will have compassion.  
___ 20  But," he said, "you cannot see my face, for no  
 
 
 
 
 
Reflect and Discuss 
1. Vv. 33:7-11 – Where/how do you most frequently 

meet God: (1) in public worship, (2) in times of 
personal/private devotion, (3) in a small group, (4) 
in confession, (5) in Scripture, (6) in acts of service, 
(7) other ___________? Explain. 

2. What are these times of meeting like for you? 
How do you know or recognize God’s presence? 

3. V. 33:11 – Which of the following best describes 
your relationship with God: (1) friend), (2) 
prophet/teacher, (3) priest/redeemer/intecessor/ 
atoning sacrifice, (4) King/Lord, (5) stranger, (6) 
historical figure from the past, (7) a big question 
mark, (8) other _____________? Explain. 

 
 
 
 
 
Reflect and Discuss 
1. Vv. 33:12-23 – What do you think has changed 

from vv. 33:1-6 to vv. 33:12-14? Do you think God 
is doing an about-face? Explain. 

 In these verses do you think we learn more 
about God? …about Moses? …about the 
Israelites? Explain. 

 What do we learn? 
2. Read v. 33:13 along with Ps. 25:4-5; Pr. 3:5-6; 2 

Tim. 3:15-17; Jas. 1:5,22; 1 Jn. 4:7-8 

 How would you describe your hunger and 
thirst for knowing God and His ways? 

 What are you doing and/or what can to do to 
satisfy your hunger and thirst? 

 How are/can/will you respond to and with 
your knowledge of God and His ways? (See 
Phil. 2:12-13) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
one may see me and live."  
___ 21  Then the LORD said, "There is a place near me 
where you may stand on a rock.  
___ 22  When my glory passes by, I will put you in a 
cleft in the rock and cover you with my hand until I 
have passed by.  
___ 23  Then I will remove my hand and you will see my 
back; but my face must not be seen."  
 
Exodus 34:1-35 (NIV)  
The New Stone Tablets 
___ 1  The LORD said to Moses, "Chisel out two stone 
tablets like the first ones, and I will write on them the 
words that were on the first tablets, which you broke.  
___ 2  Be ready in the morning, and then come up on 
Mount Sinai. Present yourself to me there on top of 
the mountain.  
___ 3  No one is to come with you or be seen 
anywhere on the mountain; not even the flocks and 
herds may graze in front of the mountain."  
___ 4  So Moses chiseled out two stone tablets like the 
first ones and went up Mount Sinai early in the 
morning, as the LORD had commanded him; and he 
carried the two stone tablets in his hands.  
___ 5  Then the LORD came down in the cloud and 
stood there with him and proclaimed his name, the 
LORD.  
___ 6  And he passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, 
"The LORD, the LORD, the compassionate and gracious 
God, slow to anger, abounding in love and 
faithfulness,  
___ 7  maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving 
wickedness, rebellion and sin. Yet he does not leave 
the guilty unpunished; he punishes the children and 
their children for the sin of the fathers to the third and 
fourth generation."  
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___ 8  Moses bowed to the ground at once and 
worshiped.  
___ 9  "O Lord, if I have found favor in your eyes," he 
said, "then let the Lord go with us. Although this is a 
stiff-necked people, forgive our wickedness and our 
sin, and take us as your inheritance."  
___ 10  Then the LORD said: "I am making a covenant 
with you. Before all your people I will do wonders 
never before done in any nation in all the world. The 
people you live among will see how awesome is the 
work that I, the LORD, will do for you.  
___ 11  Obey what I command you today. I will drive 
out before you the Amorites, Canaanites, Hittites, 
Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites.  
___ 12  Be careful not to make a treaty with those who  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reflect and Discuss 
1. Vv. 34:1-28 – These verses are in a way a summary 

of chapters 20-33.  

 Reflect on and discuss vv. 34:6-7. What 
thoughts and feeling do you have of God 
description of Himself? Where/how do you 
see it in Scripture? …in history? …in our world 
today? …in your life? 

 V. 34:10 – From all we have read and studied 
thus far, what is your understand of covenant: 
“Covenant of Divine Commitment” and 
“Covenant of Human Obligation”? What are 
your thoughts and feelings about each? 

 Vv. 34:11-13 – What is going on in these 
verses? Why does God give these 
instructions? How do they mesh with Lk. 
10:25-37; Jn. 3:16-17; Jn. 17:15-18; 1 Tim. 2:3-
6? 

 Vv. 34:18-24 – Why these three annual feast? 
What is the purpose and value in observing 
such feasts or celebrations? 

 V. 34:26 – What is meant for “firstfruits”? 
What would you consider to be your 
“firstfruits”? 

2. Reflect on and discuss the church year as 
observed and practiced in you congregation. What 
is the value in observing the church year? What 

part of the church year is most meaningful for 
you? 

 Advent 

 Christmas 

 Epiphany 
o Transfiguration Sunday 

 Lent 
o Ash Wednesday 
o Palm Sunday 
o Maundy Thursday 
o Good Friday 

 Easter 

 Ascension 

 Pentecost 
o Reformation  
o All Saints Day 

3. What three things do you most want to remember 
from our study/discussion of Exodus 20-34? 

live in the land where you are going, or they will be a 
snare among you.  
___ 13  Break down their altars, smash their sacred 
stones and cut down their Asherah poles.  
___ 14  Do not worship any other god, for the LORD, 
whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God.  
___ 15  "Be careful not to make a treaty with those 
who live in the land; for when they prostitute 
themselves to their gods and sacrifice to them, they 
will invite you and you will eat their sacrifices.  
___ 16  And when you choose some of their daughters 
as wives for your sons and those daughters prostitute 
themselves to their gods, they will lead your sons to 
do the same.  
___ 17  "Do not make cast idols.  
___ 18  "Celebrate the Feast of Unleavened Bread. For 
seven days eat bread made without yeast, as I 
commanded you. Do this at the appointed time in the 
month of Abib, for in that month you came out of 
Egypt.  
___ 19  "The first offspring of every womb belongs to 
me, including all the firstborn males of your livestock, 
whether from herd or flock.  
___ 20  Redeem the firstborn donkey with a lamb, but 
if you do not redeem it, break its neck. Redeem all 
your firstborn sons. "No one is to appear before me 
empty-handed.  
___ 21  "Six days you shall labor, but on the seventh 
day you shall rest; even during the plowing season and 
harvest you must rest.  
___ 22  "Celebrate the Feast of Weeks with the 
firstfruits of the wheat harvest, and the Feast of 
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Ingathering at the turn of the year.  
___ 23  Three times a year all your men are to appear 
before the Sovereign LORD, the God of Israel.  
___ 24  I will drive out nations before you and enlarge 
your territory, and no one will covet your land when 
you go up three times each year to appear before the 
LORD your God.  
___ 25  "Do not offer the blood of a sacrifice to me 
along with anything containing yeast, and do not let 
any of the sacrifice from the Passover Feast remain 
until morning.  
___ 26  "Bring the best of the firstfruits of your soil to 
the house of the LORD your God. "Do not cook a 
young goat in its mother's milk."  
___ 27  Then the LORD said to Moses, "Write down 
these words, for in accordance with these words I 
have made a covenant with you and with Israel."  
___ 28  Moses was there with the LORD forty days and 
forty nights without eating bread or drinking water.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
And he wrote on the tablets the words of the 
covenant--the Ten Commandments.  
 
The Radiant Face of Moses 
___ 29  When Moses came down from Mount Sinai 
with the two tablets of the Testimony in his hands, he 
was not aware that his face was radiant because he 
had spoken with the LORD.  
___ 30  When Aaron and all the Israelites saw Moses, 
his face was radiant, and they were afraid to come 
near him.  
___ 31  But Moses called to them; so Aaron and all the 
leaders of the community came back to him, and he 
spoke to them.  
___ 32  Afterward all the Israelites came near him, and 
he gave them all the commands the LORD had given 
him on Mount Sinai.  
___ 33  When Moses finished speaking to them, he put 
a veil over his face.  
___ 34  But whenever he entered the LORD's presence 
to speak with him, he removed the veil until he came 
out. And when he came out and told the Israelites 
what he had been commanded,  
___ 35  they saw that his face was radiant. Then Moses 
would put the veil back over his face until he went in 
to speak with the LORD.  
 
Exodus 35:1-35 (NIV)  
Sabbath Regulations 
___ 1  Moses assembled the whole Israelite 
community and said to them, "These are the things 
the LORD has commanded you to do:  
___ 2  For six days, work is to be done, but the seventh 
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day shall be your holy day, a Sabbath of rest to the 
LORD. Whoever does any work on it must be put to 
death.  
___ 3  Do not light a fire in any of your dwellings on the 
Sabbath day."  
 
Materials for the Tabernacle 
___ 4  Moses said to the whole Israelite community, 
"This is what the LORD has commanded:  
___ 5  From what you have, take an offering for the 
LORD. Everyone who is willing is to bring to the LORD 
an offering of gold, silver and bronze;  
___ 6  blue, purple and scarlet yarn and fine linen; goat 
hair;  
___ 7  ram skins dyed red and hides of sea cows; acacia 
wood;  
___ 8  olive oil for the light; spices for the anointing oil 
and for the fragrant incense;  
 
 
 
Reflect and Discuss 
1. Vv. 34:29-35 – What do these verses suggest 

about being in the presence of God? 
2. Compare and contrast these verses with 2 

Corinthians 3:7-18. What insight does the 2 
Corinthians passage provide us? 

 What is needed to stay radiant? What 
happens when we do? (See Gal. 4:19; Gal. 
5:22-23) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
___ 9  and onyx stones and other gems to be mounted 
on the ephod and breastpiece.  
___ 10  "All who are skilled among you are to come and 
make everything the LORD has commanded:  
___ 11  the tabernacle with its tent and its covering, 
clasps, frames, crossbars, posts and bases;  
___ 12  the ark with its poles and the atonement cover 
and the curtain that shields it;  
___ 13  the table with its poles and all its articles and 
the bread of the Presence;  
___ 14  the lampstand that is for light with its 
accessories, lamps and oil for the light;  
___ 15  the altar of incense with its poles, the anointing 
oil and the fragrant incense; the curtain for the 
doorway at the entrance to the tabernacle;  
___ 16  the altar of burnt offering with its bronze 
grating, its poles and all its utensils; the bronze basin 
with its stand;  
___ 17  the curtains of the courtyard with its posts and 
bases, and the curtain for the entrance to the 
courtyard;  
___ 18  the tent pegs for the tabernacle and for the 
courtyard, and their ropes;  
___ 19  the woven garments worn for ministering in the 
sanctuary--both the sacred garments for Aaron the 
priest and the garments for his sons when they serve 
as priests."  
___ 20  Then the whole Israelite community withdrew 
from Moses' presence,  
___ 21  and everyone who was willing and whose heart 
moved him came and brought an offering to the LORD 
for the work on the Tent of Meeting, for all its service, 
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and for the sacred garments.  
___ 22  All who were willing, men and women alike, 
came and brought gold jewelry of all kinds: brooches, 
earrings, rings and ornaments. They all presented 
their gold as a wave offering to the LORD.  
___ 23  Everyone who had blue, purple or scarlet yarn 
or fine linen, or goat hair, ram skins dyed red or hides 
of sea cows brought them.  
___ 24  Those presenting an offering of silver or bronze 
brought it as an offering to the LORD, and everyone 
who had acacia wood for any part of the work brought 
it.  
___ 25  Every skilled woman spun with her hands and 
brought what she had spun--blue, purple or scarlet 
yarn or fine linen.  
___ 26  And all the women who were willing and had 
the skill spun the goat hair.  
___ 27  The leaders brought onyx stones and other 
gems to be mounted on the ephod and breastpiece. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
___ 28  They also brought spices and olive oil for the 
light and for the anointing oil and for the fragrant 
incense.  
___ 29  All the Israelite men and women who were 
willing brought to the LORD freewill offerings for all 
the work the LORD through Moses had commanded 
them to do.  
 
Bezalel and Oholiab 
___ 30  Then Moses said to the Israelites, "See, the 
LORD has chosen Bezalel son of Uri, the son of Hur, of 
the tribe of Judah,  
___ 31  and he has filled him with the Spirit of God, 
with skill, ability and knowledge in all kinds of crafts--  
___ 32  to make artistic designs for work in gold, silver 
and bronze,  
___ 33  to cut and set stones, to work in wood and to 
engage in all kinds of artistic craftsmanship.  
___ 34  And he has given both him and Oholiab son of 
Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan, the ability to teach 
others.  
___ 35  He has filled them with skill to do all kinds of 
work as craftsmen, designers, embroiderers in blue, 
purple and scarlet yarn and fine linen, and weavers--
all of them master craftsmen and designers.  
 
Exodus 36:1-38 (NIV)  
___ 1  So Bezalel, Oholiab and every skilled person to 
whom the LORD has given skill and ability to know 
how to carry out all the work of constructing the 
sanctuary are to do the work just as the LORD has 
commanded."  
___ 2  Then Moses summoned Bezalel and Oholiab and 
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every skilled person to whom the LORD had given 
ability and who was willing to come and do the work.  
___ 3  They received from Moses all the offerings the 
Israelites had brought to carry out the work of 
constructing the sanctuary. And the people continued 
to bring freewill offerings morning after morning.  
___ 4  So all the skilled craftsmen who were doing all 
the work on the sanctuary left their work  
___ 5  and said to Moses, "The people are bringing 
more than enough for doing the work the LORD 
commanded to be done."  
___ 6  Then Moses gave an order and they sent this 
word throughout the camp: "No man or woman is to 
make anything else as an offering for the sanctuary." 
And so the people were restrained from bringing 
more,  
___ 7  because what they already had was more than  
enough to do all the work.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Tabernacle 
___ 8  All the skilled men among the workmen made 
the tabernacle with ten curtains of finely twisted linen 
and blue, purple and scarlet yarn, with cherubim 
worked into them by a skilled craftsman.  
___ 9  All the curtains were the same size--twenty-
eight cubits long and four cubits wide.  
___ 10  They joined five of the curtains together and 
did the same with the other five.  
___ 11  Then they made loops of blue material along 
the edge of the end curtain in one set, and the same 
was done with the end curtain in the other set.  
___ 12  They also made fifty loops on one curtain and 
fifty loops on the end curtain of the other set, with the 
loops opposite each other.  
___ 13  Then they made fifty gold clasps and used them 
to fasten the two sets of curtains together so that the 
tabernacle was a unit.  
___ 14  They made curtains of goat hair for the tent 
over the tabernacle--eleven altogether.  
___ 15  All eleven curtains were the same size--thirty 
cubits long and four cubits wide.  
___ 16  They joined five of the curtains into one set and 
the other six into another set.  
___ 17  Then they made fifty loops along the edge of 
the end curtain in one set and also along the edge of 
the end curtain in the other set.  
___ 18  They made fifty bronze clasps to fasten the tent 
together as a unit.  
___ 19  Then they made for the tent a covering of ram 
skins dyed red, and over that a covering of hides of 
sea cows.  
___ 20  They made upright frames of acacia wood for 
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the tabernacle.  
___ 21  Each frame was ten cubits long and a cubit and 
a half wide,  
___ 22  with two projections set parallel to each other. 
They made all the frames of the tabernacle in this 
way.  
___ 23  They made twenty frames for the south side of 
the tabernacle  
___ 24  and made forty silver bases to go under them--
two bases for each frame, one under each projection.  
___ 25  For the other side, the north side of the 
tabernacle, they made twenty frames  
___ 26  and forty silver bases--two under each frame.  
___ 27  They made six frames for the far end, that is, 
the west end of the tabernacle,  
___ 28  and two frames were made for the corners of 
the tabernacle at the far end.  
___ 29  At these two corners the frames were double  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
from the bottom all the way to the top and fitted into 
a single ring; both were made alike.  
___ 30  So there were eight frames and sixteen silver 
bases--two under each frame.  
___ 31  They also made crossbars of acacia wood: five 
for the frames on one side of the tabernacle,  
___ 32  five for those on the other side, and five for the 
frames on the west, at the far end of the tabernacle.  
___ 33  They made the center crossbar so that it 
extended from end to end at the middle of the 
frames.  
___ 34  They overlaid the frames with gold and made 
gold rings to hold the crossbars. They also overlaid the 
crossbars with gold.  
___ 35  They made the curtain of blue, purple and 
scarlet yarn and finely twisted linen, with cherubim 
worked into it by a skilled craftsman.  
___ 36  They made four posts of acacia wood for it and 
overlaid them with gold. They made gold hooks for 
them and cast their four silver bases.  
___ 37  For the entrance to the tent they made a 
curtain of blue, purple and scarlet yarn and finely 
twisted linen--the work of an embroiderer;  
___ 38  and they made five posts with hooks for them. 
They overlaid the tops of the posts and their bands 
with gold and made their five bases of bronze.  
 
Exodus 37:1-29 (NIV)  
The Ark 
___ 1  Bezalel made the ark of acacia wood--two and a 
half cubits long, a cubit and a half wide, and a cubit 
and a half high.  
___ 2  He overlaid it with pure gold, both inside and 
out, and made a gold molding around it.  
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___ 3  He cast four gold rings for it and fastened them 
to its four feet, with two rings on one side and two 
rings on the other.  
___ 4  Then he made poles of acacia wood and overlaid 
them with gold.  
___ 5  And he inserted the poles into the rings on the 
sides of the ark to carry it.  
___ 6  He made the atonement cover of pure gold--two 
and a half cubits long and a cubit and a half wide.  
___ 7  Then he made two cherubim out of hammered 
gold at the ends of the cover.  
___ 8  He made one cherub on one end and the second 
cherub on the other; at the two ends he made them of 
one piece with the cover.  
___ 9  The cherubim had their wings spread upward, 
overshadowing the cover with them. The cherubim  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
faced each other, looking toward the cover.  
 
The Table 
___ 10  They made the table of acacia wood--two 
cubits long, a cubit wide, and a cubit and a half high.  
___ 11  Then they overlaid it with pure gold and made a 
gold molding around it.  
___ 12  They also made around it a rim a handbreadth 
wide and put a gold molding on the rim.  
___ 13  They cast four gold rings for the table and 
fastened them to the four corners, where the four legs 
were.  
___ 14  The rings were put close to the rim to hold the 
poles used in carrying the table.  
___ 15  The poles for carrying the table were made of 
acacia wood and were overlaid with gold.  
___ 16  And they made from pure gold the articles for 
the table--its plates and dishes and bowls and its 
pitchers for the pouring out of drink offerings.  
 
The Lampstand 
___ 17  They made the lampstand of pure gold and 
hammered it out, base and shaft; its flowerlike cups, 
buds and blossoms were of one piece with it.  
___ 18  Six branches extended from the sides of the 
lampstand--three on one side and three on the other.  
___ 19  Three cups shaped like almond flowers with 
buds and blossoms were on one branch, three on the 
next branch and the same for all six branches 
extending from the lampstand.  
___ 20  And on the lampstand were four cups shaped 
like almond flowers with buds and blossoms.  
___ 21  One bud was under the first pair of branches 
extending from the lampstand, a second bud under 
the second pair, and a third bud under the third pair--
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six branches in all.  
___ 22  The buds and the branches were all of one 
piece with the lampstand, hammered out of pure 
gold.  
___ 23  They made its seven lamps, as well as its wick 
trimmers and trays, of pure gold.  
___ 24  They made the lampstand and all its accessories 
from one talent of pure gold.  
 
The Altar of Incense 
___ 25  They made the altar of incense out of acacia 
wood. It was square, a cubit long and a cubit wide, 
and two cubits high--its horns of one piece with it.  
___ 26  They overlaid the top and all the sides and the 
horns with pure gold, and made a gold molding 
around it.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
___ 27  They made two gold rings below the molding--
two on opposite sides--to hold the poles used to carry 
it.  
___ 28  They made the poles of acacia wood and 
overlaid them with gold.  
___ 29  They also made the sacred anointing oil and the 
pure, fragrant incense--the work of a perfumer.  
 
Exodus 38:1-31 (NIV)  
The Altar of Burnt Offering 
___ 1  They built the altar of burnt offering of acacia 
wood, three cubits high; it was square, five cubits long 
and five cubits wide.  
___ 2  They made a horn at each of the four corners, so 
that the horns and the altar were of one piece, and 
they overlaid the altar with bronze.  
___ 3  They made all its utensils of bronze--its pots, 
shovels, sprinkling bowls, meat forks and firepans.  
___ 4  They made a grating for the altar, a bronze 
network, to be under its ledge, halfway up the altar.  
___ 5  They cast bronze rings to hold the poles for the 
four corners of the bronze grating.  
___ 6  They made the poles of acacia wood and 
overlaid them with bronze.  
___ 7  They inserted the poles into the rings so they 
would be on the sides of the altar for carrying it. They 
made it hollow, out of boards.  
___ 8  They made the bronze basin and its bronze 
stand from the mirrors of the women who served at 
the entrance to the Tent of Meeting.  
 
The Courtyard 
___ 9  Next they made the courtyard. The south side 
was a hundred cubits long and had curtains of finely 
twisted linen,  
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___ 10  with twenty posts and twenty bronze bases, 
and with silver hooks and bands on the posts.  
___ 11  The north side was also a hundred cubits long 
and had twenty posts and twenty bronze bases, with 
silver hooks and bands on the posts.  
___ 12  The west end was fifty cubits wide and had 
curtains, with ten posts and ten bases, with silver 
hooks and bands on the posts.  
___ 13  The east end, toward the sunrise, was also fifty 
cubits wide.  
___ 14  Curtains fifteen cubits long were on one side of 
the entrance, with three posts and three bases,  
___ 15  and curtains fifteen cubits long were on the 
other side of the entrance to the courtyard, with three 
posts and three bases.  
___ 16  All the curtains around the courtyard were of  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
finely twisted linen.  
___ 17  The bases for the posts were bronze. The hooks 
and bands on the posts were silver, and their tops 
were overlaid with silver; so all the posts of the 
courtyard had silver bands.  
___ 18  The curtain for the entrance to the courtyard 
was of blue, purple and scarlet yarn and finely twisted 
linen--the work of an embroiderer. It was twenty 
cubits long and, like the curtains of the courtyard, five 
cubits high,  
___ 19  with four posts and four bronze bases. Their 
hooks and bands were silver, and their tops were 
overlaid with silver.  
___ 20  All the tent pegs of the tabernacle and of the 
surrounding courtyard were bronze.  
 
The Materials Used 
___ 21  These are the amounts of the materials used 
for the tabernacle, the tabernacle of the Testimony, 
which were recorded at Moses' command by the 
Levites under the direction of Ithamar son of Aaron, 
the priest.  
___ 22  (Bezalel son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe 
of Judah, made everything the LORD commanded 
Moses;  
___ 23  with him was Oholiab son of Ahisamach, of the 
tribe of Dan--a craftsman and designer, and an 
embroiderer in blue, purple and scarlet yarn and fine 
linen.)  
___ 24  The total amount of the gold from the wave 
offering used for all the work on the sanctuary was 29 
talents and 730 shekels, according to the sanctuary 
shekel.  
___ 25  The silver obtained from those of the 
community who were counted in the census was 100 
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talents and 1,775 shekels, according to the sanctuary 
shekel--  
___ 26  one beka per person, that is, half a shekel, 
according to the sanctuary shekel, from everyone who 
had crossed over to those counted, twenty years old 
or more, a total of 603,550 men.  
___ 27  The 100 talents of silver were used to cast the 
bases for the sanctuary and for the curtain--100 bases 
from the 100 talents, one talent for each base.  
___ 28  They used the 1,775 shekels to make the hooks 
for the posts, to overlay the tops of the posts, and to 
make their bands.  
___ 29  The bronze from the wave offering was 70 
talents and 2,400 shekels.  
___ 30  They used it to make the bases for the entrance 
to the Tent of Meeting, the bronze altar with its  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
bronze grating and all its utensils,  
___ 31  the bases for the surrounding courtyard and 
those for its entrance and all the tent pegs for the 
tabernacle and those for the surrounding courtyard.  
 
Exodus 39:1-43 (NIV)  
The Priestly Garments 
___ 1  From the blue, purple and scarlet yarn they 
made woven garments for ministering in the 
sanctuary. They also made sacred garments for Aaron, 
as the LORD commanded Moses.  
___ 2  They made the ephod of gold, and of blue, 
purple and scarlet yarn, and of finely twisted linen.  
___ 3  They hammered out thin sheets of gold and cut 
strands to be worked into the blue, purple and scarlet 
yarn and fine linen--the work of a skilled craftsman.  
___ 4  They made shoulder pieces for the ephod, which 
were attached to two of its corners, so it could be 
fastened.  
___ 5  Its skillfully woven waistband was like it--of one 
piece with the ephod and made with gold, and with 
blue, purple and scarlet yarn, and with finely twisted 
linen, as the LORD commanded Moses.  
___ 6  They mounted the onyx stones in gold filigree 
settings and engraved them like a seal with the names 
of the sons of Israel.  
___ 7  Then they fastened them on the shoulder pieces 
of the ephod as memorial stones for the sons of Israel, 
as the LORD commanded Moses.  
 
The Breastplate 
___ 8  They fashioned the breastpiece--the work of a 
skilled craftsman. They made it like the ephod: of gold, 
and of blue, purple and scarlet yarn, and of finely 
twisted linen.  
___ 9  It was square--a span long and a span wide--and 
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folded double.  
___ 10  Then they mounted four rows of precious 
stones on it. In the first row there was a ruby, a topaz 
and a beryl;  
___ 11  in the second row a turquoise, a sapphire and 
an emerald;  
___ 12  in the third row a jacinth, an agate and an 
amethyst;  
___ 13  in the fourth row a chrysolite, an onyx and a 
jasper. They were mounted in gold filigree settings.  
___ 14  There were twelve stones, one for each of the 
names of the sons of Israel, each engraved like a seal 
with the name of one of the twelve tribes.  
___ 15  For the breastpiece they made braided chains 
of pure gold, like a rope.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
___ 16  They made two gold filigree settings and two 
gold rings, and fastened the rings to two of the 
corners of the breastpiece.  
___ 17  They fastened the two gold chains to the rings 
at the corners of the breastpiece,  
___ 18  and the other ends of the chains to the two 
settings, attaching them to the shoulder pieces of the 
ephod at the front.  
___ 19  They made two gold rings and attached them to 
the other two corners of the breastpiece on the inside 
edge next to the ephod.  
___ 20  Then they made two more gold rings and 
attached them to the bottom of the shoulder pieces 
on the front of the ephod, close to the seam just 
above the waistband of the ephod.  
___ 21  They tied the rings of the breastpiece to the 
rings of the ephod with blue cord, connecting it to the 
waistband so that the breastpiece would not swing 
out from the ephod--as the LORD commanded Moses.  
 
Other Priestly Garments 
___ 22  They made the robe of the ephod entirely of 
blue cloth--the work of a weaver— 
___ 23  with an opening in the center of the robe like 
the opening of a collar, and a band around this 
opening, so that it would not tear.  
___ 24  They made pomegranates of blue, purple and 
scarlet yarn and finely twisted linen around the hem 
of the robe.  
___ 25  And they made bells of pure gold and attached 
them around the hem between the pomegranates.  
___ 26  The bells and pomegranates alternated around 
the hem of the robe to be worn for ministering, as the 
LORD commanded Moses.  
___ 27  For Aaron and his sons, they made tunics of 
fine linen--the work of a weaver--  
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___ 28  and the turban of fine linen, the linen 
headbands and the undergarments of finely twisted 
linen.  
___ 29  The sash was of finely twisted linen and blue, 
purple and scarlet yarn--the work of an embroiderer--
as the LORD commanded Moses.  
___ 30  They made the plate, the sacred diadem, out of 
pure gold and engraved on it, like an inscription on a 
seal: HOLY TO THE LORD.  
___ 31  Then they fastened a blue cord to it to attach it 
to the turban, as the LORD commanded Moses.  
 
Moses Inspects the Tabernacle 
___ 32  So all the work on the tabernacle, the Tent of 
Meeting, was completed. The Israelites did everything  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reflect and Discuss 
1. Vv. 39:32-42 – What is the value of or in 

inspecting? (See 2 Cor. 13:5-6) 
just as the LORD commanded Moses.  
___ 33  Then they brought the tabernacle to Moses: 
the tent and all its furnishings, its clasps, frames, 
crossbars, posts and bases;  
___ 34  the covering of ram skins dyed red, the 
covering of hides of sea cows and the shielding 
curtain;  
___ 35  the ark of the Testimony with its poles and the 
atonement cover;  
___ 36  the table with all its articles and the bread of 
the Presence;  
___ 37  the pure gold lampstand with its row of lamps 
and all its accessories, and the oil for the light;  
___ 38  the gold altar, the anointing oil, the fragrant 
incense, and the curtain for the entrance to the tent;  
___ 39  the bronze altar with its bronze grating, its 
poles and all its utensils; the basin with its stand;  
___ 40  the curtains of the courtyard with its posts and 
bases, and the curtain for the entrance to the 
courtyard; the ropes and tent pegs for the courtyard; 
all the furnishings for the tabernacle, the Tent of 
Meeting;  
___ 41  and the woven garments worn for ministering 
in the sanctuary, both the sacred garments for Aaron 
the priest and the garments for his sons when serving 
as priests.  
___ 42  The Israelites had done all the work just as the 
LORD had commanded Moses.  
___ 43  Moses inspected the work and saw that they 
had done it just as the LORD had commanded. So 
Moses blessed them.  
 
Exodus 40:1-38 (NIV)  
Setting Up the Tabernacle 
___ 1  Then the LORD said to Moses:  
___ 2  "Set up the tabernacle, the Tent of Meeting, on 
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the first day of the first month.  
___ 3  Place the ark of the Testimony in it and shield 
the ark with the curtain.  
___ 4  Bring in the table and set out what belongs on it. 
Then bring in the lampstand and set up its lamps.  
___ 5  Place the gold altar of incense in front of the ark 
of the Testimony and put the curtain at the entrance 
to the tabernacle.  
___ 6  "Place the altar of burnt offering in front of the 
entrance to the tabernacle, the Tent of Meeting;  
___ 7  place the basin between the Tent of Meeting 
and the altar and put water in it.  
___ 8  Set up the courtyard around it and put the 
curtain at the entrance to the courtyard.  
___ 9  "Take the anointing oil and anoint the  
2. What do you think are good criteria in and for 

measurement in our inspecting of examining? 
Explain. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reflect and Discuss 
1. Vv. 40:1-33 – Moses and the Israelites in this 

chapter are moving from learning to doing. 

 Reflect and discuss the difference between 
learning about and doing. Two fatal mistakes 
we can make are doing without first learning 
or learning and never getting around to doing. 

 Which of these two mistakes to you think is 
most common in your congregation? …in your 
own life? Explain. 

 We can and do also learn while doing? What is 
our congregation learning as we do? What are 
you learning about your faith and being a 
citizen of the Kingdom in and through your 
doing? 

2. Having studied Exodus, what are you now going to 
do with what you have learned. (See Jas. 1:22; 1 
Jn. 3:18) 

tabernacle and everything in it; consecrate it and all 
its furnishings, and it will be holy.  
___ 10  Then anoint the altar of burnt offering and all 
its utensils; consecrate the altar, and it will be most 
holy.  
___ 11  Anoint the basin and its stand and consecrate 
them.  
___ 12  "Bring Aaron and his sons to the entrance to 
the Tent of Meeting and wash them with water.  
___ 13  Then dress Aaron in the sacred garments, 
anoint him and consecrate him so he may serve me as 
priest.  
___ 14  Bring his sons and dress them in tunics.  
___ 15  Anoint them just as you anointed their father, 
so they may serve me as priests. Their anointing will 
be to a priesthood that will continue for all 
generations to come."  
___ Moses did everything just as the LORD 
commanded him.  
___ 17  So the tabernacle was set up on the first day of 
the first month in the second year.  
___ 18  When Moses set up the tabernacle, he put the 
bases in place, erected the frames, inserted the 
crossbars and set up the posts.  
___ 19  Then he spread the tent over the tabernacle 
and put the covering over the tent, as the LORD 
commanded him.  
___ 20  He took the Testimony and placed it in the ark, 
attached the poles to the ark and put the atonement 
cover over it.  
___ 21  Then he brought the ark into the tabernacle 
and hung the shielding curtain and shielded the ark of 
the Testimony, as the LORD commanded him.  
___ 22  Moses placed the table in the Tent of Meeting 
on the north side of the tabernacle outside the curtain  
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___ 23  and set out the bread on it before the LORD, as 
the LORD commanded him.  
24  He placed the lampstand in the Tent of Meeting 
opposite the table on the south side of the tabernacle  
___ 25  and set up the lamps before the LORD, as the 
LORD commanded him.  
___ 26  Moses placed the gold altar in the Tent of 
Meeting in front of the curtain  
___ 27  and burned fragrant incense on it, as the LORD 
commanded him.  
___ 28  Then he put up the curtain at the entrance to 
the tabernacle.  
___ 29  He set the altar of burnt offering near the 
entrance to the tabernacle, the Tent of Meeting, and 
offered on it burnt offerings and grain offerings, as the 
LORD commanded him.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
___ 30  He placed the basin between the Tent of 
Meeting and the altar and put water in it for washing,  
___ 31  and Moses and Aaron and his sons used it to 
wash their hands and feet.  
___ 32  They washed whenever they entered the Tent 
of Meeting or approached the altar, as the LORD 
commanded Moses.  
___ 33  Then Moses set up the courtyard around the 
tabernacle and altar and put up the curtain at the 
entrance to the courtyard. And so Moses finished the 
work.  
 
Glory of the Lord 
___ 34  Then the cloud covered the Tent of Meeting, 
and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle.  
___ 35  Moses could not enter the Tent of Meeting 
because the cloud had settled upon it, and the glory of 
the LORD filled the tabernacle.  
___ 36  In all the travels of the Israelites, whenever the 
cloud lifted from above the tabernacle, they would set 
out;  
___ 37  but if the cloud did not lift, they did not set out-
-until the day it lifted.  
___ 38  So the cloud of the LORD was over the 
tabernacle by day, and fire was in the cloud by night, 
in the sight of all the house of Israel during all their 
travels.  
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Reflect and Discuss 
1. Vv. 40:34-38 – Where and how do you see and 

experience the glory of the Lord? (See Jn. 12:23-
33) 

2. To what extent do feel/see God leading and guide 
our congregation? …your family? …you 
personally? 

 How good are we/you at following His 
leading? 

 How might we improve? 
 
 
 
 

****************************************** 

Appendix 1 
 

Passover / Seder Meal 
 

I.  The Introduction 
 

Narrator: We are here today to see, to touch, to smell, and to taste the elements of the Passover meal and to 
learn of their meaning to the Jews. At the same time we shall see that this meal with all its elements and rituals were 
a shadow of what was to come. While the Jews looked back to God’s deliverance of their forefathers from Egyptian 
bondage, they also looked ahead to the time when God would redeem His people from their sins by the shed blood 
of His Son, Jesus Christ. We are told in  I Corinthians 5:7 that Christ is our Passover. Therefore, practically everything 
connected with this feast is symbolic of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Although most Jews have been blind to this 
fact, we believers should be able to look at the Passover and see the foreshadow of Christ. 
 

It is our hope that through this study, we will better understand the Sacrament of Holy Communion. We shall see 
that as Christians the only elements of the Passover that we need to eat are the bread and the wine, Jesus’ body and 
blood. 
 

The program that follows is not intended to be an actual Passover, but its purpose is to recapture the spirit of the 
Jewish Passover meal, to understand its meaning; and to recapture the spirit of our Lord’s Last Supper and its 
meaning as Jesus was ending the Old Law and instituting God’s New Covenant with man. This service is part of our 
preparation for Lent. 
 

The Passover is one of the most important Jewish holidays. It is the time when the Jews remember how God 
delivered their people from Egyptian bondage. The Passover always begins on the 14th day of the Jewish month of 
Nisan which corresponds with our April. 
 

The Passover is strictly a home festival. The family members must sit in a special order around the table. The head of 
the house or master sits at the head of the table. On his right is an empty chair, called the “chair of Elijah,” after 
which the mother and children are seated according to age, thus ending with the youngest child seated to the left of 
the Master. So, John, Jesus’ beloved disciple, sat next to Jesus at the Last Supper (see John 13:23-25), probably on His 
left. Children play an important part in the service asking questions of the father. For our purposes tonight, the 
Leader will play the role of the father or master of the home, and everyone will play the roles of the children. 
 

The Hebrew name for Passover is “Pesach.”  It means “to pass over” or “to spare.”  When the Jews were in Egyptian 
bondage, God sent 10 plagues upon the Egyptians to humble them and to proclaim His Almighty and Sovereign 
Power. In the first nine plagues God exempted the Israelites, but in the last plague all of Egypt would be affected, 
including the Israelites. However, God made a provision whereby His chosen people would be spared. God told His 
people to take the blood of a lamb and spread it on the doorposts and above the doors of their houses. And God 
said, “WHEN I SEE THE BLOOD, I WILL PASS OVER you and will not harm you when I punish the Egyptians. You must 
celebrate this day as a religious festival to remind you of what I, the Lord, have done. Celebrate it for all time to 
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come” (Exodus 12:13b, 14). That is why this feast is called the Passover and why it is celebrated even today by the 
Jewish Community. Although there may be slight variations from household to household. 
 
II.  The Preparation 
 

The night before the Passover, the father must get rid of all the leaven (yeast). The reason is that leaven represents 
sin, and the Jews believe that the removing of the leaven will make them free from sin. The father takes a little 
feather brush and goes around to inspect every nook and cranny in the woodwork. He is accompanied by a member 
of the family carrying a lighted candle and the following is said before the search begins: 
 

When the bread is found, the leader uses the feather and wooden spoon to collect it. It is then deposited outside the 
building. From this time till the search is ended, strict silence is observed.  
 

We relate this part of the preparation of the Passover meal with the preparation for Communion as we quote from I 
Corinthians 5:7, 8. 
 

Jesus, our Passover, has cleansed us from sin, the old leaven. As we prepare for Communion, we need to confess the 
sins we have committed so that we can have unbroken fellowship and communion with Christ. 

----------------------------------------- 
 

Leader: “Now, children, can you find the ten pieces of leaven?”  
 

Leader:     “Blessed art Thou O Jehovah our God, King of the Universe Who is sanctifying us with Thy commandments 
and has commanded us to remove the leaven.” 

 

Leader:    “all manner of leaven which is in my possession which I have not seen, shall be accounted null, and shall 
be regarded as the dust of the earth.” 

 

All:   “You must remove the old yeast of sin so that you will be entirely pure. Then you will be like a new 
batch of dough without any yeast, as indeed I know you actually are. For our Passover Festival is ready, 
now that Christ, our Passover Lamb, has been sacrificed. Let us celebrate our Passover, then, not with 
bread having the old yeast of sin and wickedness, but with the bread that has no yeast, the bread of 
purity and truth.” 

 

All:   “Cleanse me from secret faults … purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be 
whiter than snow” Ps 19:12, 51:7 

 

Leader:   “Our advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous, is faithful to cleanse us from all our sins. 
“Blessed is he whose sin is forgiven, whose sins is covered” (Romans 4:7) 

 
CANDLE LIGHTING 

 

According to the ancient Jewish custom, it was the task of the mother and daughters to light the candles in every 
service which took place in the Jewish home, including the Passover candles. Besides giving light, the candles 
symbolized the coming of the Messiah, the Light of the world. They also remind us of the lighted candles which are 
used on our altar, the table of our Lord’s Supper. 

----------------------------------------- 
 

KADESH 
 

The leader of the Passover service began the festival by blessing the name of God and proclaiming the holiness of this 
festival. He did this by speaking a blessing over a cup of wine. Every food used in the Jewish Passover meal was 
blessed before it was eaten. Similarly, the bread and wine used in the Lord’s Supper are consecrated, or blessed, by 
the pastor. 
 

The Passover story (Haggadah) centers on the express fourfold promise of God  to Israel. We fill our cups four times 
to celebrate God’s full and free deliverance that brought us out of Egypt. “I am the Lord; I will bring you out from 
under the burdens of the Egyptians, I will rescue you from their bondage, and I will redeem you with an outstretched 
arm and with great judgements. I will take you as my people and I will be your God.” (Exodus 6:6-7) 
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The Passover meal began with the first cup called the cup of sanctification. The act of distributing the wine from a 
common container symbolized unity. We also use wine as we celebrate the Lord’s Supper just as Jesus did. Leaning to 
the left was a sign of freedom. In ancient times slaves had to eat hurriedly standing up or squatting, while free people 
ate on couches. Since all Jews could not afford couches, leaning was used to symbolize reclining. 
 

CANDLE LIGHTING 
(All stand while the mother lights the candles) 

 

Mother: Blessed are You, O Lord our God, King of the universe, who has led us into the path of righteousness by 
Your commandments and commanded us to light these festival candles. Blessed are You, who has kept us 
alive and brought us to this season. Marking the deliverance of our ancestors from Pharaoh. May our 
home be blessed, O God, by the light of Your presence shining upon us in blessing and bringing us peace. 

 

All: Amen. 
 

KADESH 
(Cups are filled with wine) 

 

Leader: (Holding hands over cup)  Blessed are You, O Lord our God, King of the universe, Who has chosen us 
above all people and has exalted us above all tongues and taught us holiness through Your 
commandments. You have sanctified us above all people. Our of love You have given us holidays for 
gladness, festivals, and seasons for rejoicing, among them this day of the feast of Passover, a memorial of 
the departure from Egypt.  

 

All: Blessed are You, O Lord our God, King of the Universe, Creator of the fruit of the vine. Who has said, “I 
am the Lord, I will bring you out from under the burden of the Egyptians.” “Therefore if the Son makes 
you free, you shall be free indeed … you shall know the truth and the truth shall make you free.” (John 
8:36, 32) 

             

(All sit and drink the first cup while reclining to the left). 
 

U’RECHATZ 
 

Before eating, the Jews washed their hands by passing around a basin of water to symbolize the inner cleansing that 
was necessary for those partaking in the Passover ritual. It demonstrates that everyone who comes before God must 
do so with “clean hands and a pure heart” (Psalm 24:4) 
 

Our Lord Jesus used this occasion not only to wash his own hands but to demonstrate the ultimate act of humility in 
washing the feet of the twelve disciples who shared that Last Passover with him. “After that He poured water into a 
basin, and began to wash the disciples’ feet.” (John 13:5) 

----------------------------------------- 
 

KARPAS 
A green vegetable (karpas) dipped in salt water was then eaten. The green vegetable was a symbol of springtime and 
the miracle of nature’s renewal. It reminded the Jews of the renewal of life God gave to their people when He 
delivered them from slavery in Egypt. The salt water reminded the Jews of the tears shed in Egypt by their 
forefathers.  
 

Jesus, was the Green Tree (Luke 23:31), the word made flesh, who came to bring abundant life to all. For this reason 
we eat a fresh, green spring vegetable to give us a vivid image of the life that is free from sin and the eternal life of 
the resurrection.  

----------------------------------------- 
 

YACHATZ 
Unleavened bread (matzah) was eaten during the Passover meal and during the eight days of the Passover 
celebration. Eating unleavened bread reminded the Jews that their ancestors who left Egypt with Moses had to leave 
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so quickly that they did not have time to make leavened bread. The bread which Jesus used when He instituted the 
Lord’s Supper was unleavened bread, and we still use this kind of bread today. 
 

U’RECHATZ 
 

Leader: Blessed are You, O Lord our God, King of the universe, Who has hallowed us with Your commandments 
and has commanded us concerning the washing of hands. 

 
(At this point, the leader only washes his hands in a basin of water.) 

----------------------------------------- 
 

KARPAS 
(Green vegetable is passed) 

 

Leader:   Blessed are You, O Lord our God, King of the Universe, who has created the fruit of the soil. 
 
All:  “If anyone is in Christ he is a new creation . . . If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells 

in you, He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit 
who dwells in you.” (2 Cor. 5:17, Romans 8:11) 

 
(All dip the green vegetable and eat it.) 

----------------------------------------- 
 

 
 

YACHATZ 
 

At this point in the meal, the leader takes a cloth bag called the “Unity” in which are three layers of unleavened 
bread to be used in the Passover meal. They are folded in a napkin or a special bag such that each piece is separated 
from each of the others. Some Jews say that the three layers of bread in the Unity bag stand for the unity that takes 
place in worship between God, the priest, and the people. The three layers of bread are named accordingly: God, the 
Priest, and the People. The leader removed the middle layer, broke it in two and wrapped the larger portion 
(afikoman) in a white cloth to be hidden. Later in the meal, the children searched for the hidden piece, and whoever 
found it was rewarded with a gift fifty days later at the Jewish festival of Pentecost. 
 

From the Christian perspective, the middle layer called the Priest reminds us of Jesus, who is our high priest, the one 
mediator between God and man through whom we have the right to come to God boldly in the Lord’s Supper. Jesus 
is the One who, like that piece of bread, was broken when He died on the cross and was then placed in a white 
garment and buried. On the third day He rose from death and fifty days later, on Pentecost, gave His people the gift 
of the Holy Spirit. The Trinity is another symbol that may be drawn from the three layers of matzah for Christians 
today. 

----------------------------------------- 
 

(Leader uncovers the matzah, removes the middle layer, and breaks it. The larger half is wrapped in a napkin and 
hidden. Leader holds up remaining matzah.) 
 

Leader: Behold! This is the bread of affliction which our fathers ate in the land of Egypt. Let all who are hungry 
come and eat. Let all who are in want come and celebrate the Passover with us. May it be God’s will to 
redeem us from evil and from all servitude. 

 

All:    Jesus said, “I am the living bread which came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will 
live for ever” (John 6:51) “For indeed Christ our Passover was sacrificed for us.” (1Corinthians 5:7) 

----------------------------------------- 
 
 

MAGGID 
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Next the story of the first Passover was retold, as commanded by God in the Book of Exodus. This part of the 
Passover meal was for instructing the young and for adults to remember how God had delivered the Jews from 
Egypt. Remembering is also one of the main purposes of the Lord’s Supper. Jesus said, “Do this in remembrance of 
me.”  In the Lord’s Supper we remember how Jesus died on the cross to deliver us from sin, death, and the power of 
the devil. 
 

The youngest child in the family who is old enough to talk and is present at the Passover meal – at the Last Supper 
this was probably John – asked four traditional questions (Ma Nishtanah)  The leader then answered the questions 
and retold the Passover story (Haggadah). 
 

MAGGID 
 

(Leader again lifts uncovered matzah) 
 

Leader: Even the youngest among us notices this flat bread among the symbols of the Passover meal. It is 
unleavened bread called matzah. Now let the youngest ask the four questions about the differences that 
make this night special. 

 
Youngest: Why is this night different from all other nights? 
 On all other nights we may eat either leavened or unleavened bread. Why on this night do we eat only 

unleavened bread? 
 On all other nights we eat all kinds of herbs. Why on this night do we eat especially bitter herbs? 
 On all other nights we do not dip the herbs even once. Why on this night so we dip them in salt water 

and haroset? 
 On all other nights we eat either sitting or reclining. Why on this night do we all recline? 
 

Leader:  Our fathers who went down into Egypt grew into a nation great and strong. And the Egyptians afflicted us 
and persecuted us, laying on us the very heavy burdens of slavery. And we cried to the Lord God of our 
fathers, who heard us, and looked down upon our affliction. And He brought us out of Egypt with a strong 
hand and stretched-out-arm, with great terror, with signs and wonders. He brought upon the Egyptians 
ten plagues: Blood, Frogs, Gnats, Flies, Cattle Disease, Boils, Hail, Locust, Darkness, and the Killing of the 
First-born. Finally Pharaoh let our people go. Had not the Holy One, praised by Him, brought our fathers 
out of Egypt, then we and our children and our children’s children might still be enslaved to a Pharaoh in 
Egypt. Therefore, even if all of us were endowed with wisdom and understanding, and all of us were 
thoroughly versed in the Bible, it would nevertheless be our duty to tell of the exodus from Egypt. To 
dwell at length on the story of this liberation is indeed praiseworthy. 

 
To make clear how the deliverance from Egypt was symbolized in the Passover meal, the leader then lifted each of 
the ceremonial foods and explained their significance. This was the high point of the meal for the Jews of old. The 
unleavened bread used for the Passover meals was to be striped with holes pierced in it. This reminds us of Isaiah’s 
prophecy about Christ, “By His stripes we are healed.”  It also reminds us that Jesus was pierced by spear and nails. 

----------------------------------------- 
 

The next food was the bitter herbs. It was customary for the father to dip a piece of bread into the dish of herbs and 
pass it on to someone around the table.  
 

The second food was the egg dipped in salt water. Slavery in Egypt caused the tears of this world and sacrifices were 
made to atone for the sins of this world. But Jesus’ sacrifice saved us from an eternity of tears and slavery to sin, so 
we no longer need bitter herbs, sacrifices, and salt water at the Lord’s table. 
 

The third food was the apple and charoseth (apple paste). 
 

All: What is the meaning of the unleavened bread we eat? 
 

(leader lifts matzah) 
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Leader: This reminds us that before the dough which our forefathers prepared for bread had time to rise, God, the 
Holy One, brought about their freedom from Egypt and they had to leave with only unleavened bread. 

 

(leader lifts bitter herbs – horseradish root) 
 

All: What is the meaning of the bitter herbs which we eat? 
 

Leader: The bitter herbs are to remind us that the Egyptians embittered the lives of our forefathers in Egypt. 
 

(leader lifts up the egg and cup of salt water) 
 

All: Why on this night do we dip our eggs into salt water? 
 

Leader: The baytzah or egg represent eyes, and the salt water represents tears that the Jews shed during their 
Egyptian slavery. 

 

All: What is the meaning of the apple and paste? 
 

Leader:  The apple represents the bricks that our forefathers used to build the Egyptian temples, and the fruity 
paste represents the mortar used to cement the bricks. 

 
The lamb to be used for the Passover was to be an unblemished male. It was roasted on a crosslike spit, one branch 
penetrating its length, the other separating the front feet. No bone of it could be broken. Jesus is the “Lamb of God 
who takes away the sin of the world” through His death on the cross. The Bible describes Jesus as “one who is holy, 
blameless, pure set apart from sinners.”  In fulfillment of Scripture, He also died without any of His bones being 
broken. 
 

 
The words of thanksgiving and praise for the deliverance from Egypt which the leader and the guests then spoke 
were taken from the “hallel” psalms or “praise” psalms (113-118). The Bible tells us that Jesus and His disciples sang 
several of these hymns of praise during the last supper. When we do the same thing in our Communion liturgy, it 
reminds us that the Lord’s Supper is a joyous occasion when we are rejoicing over the great deliverance our Savior 
won for us. The words here are from Psalm 114. 
 

All: What is the meaning of the Passover lamb which we eat? 
 

(leader lifts lamb) 
 

Leader: The Passover lamb is to remind us that the Lord passed over the houses of our forefathers in Egypt but 
killed the firstborn child of all Egyptian families. 

 

Leader: In every generation each one ought to regard himself as though he had personally come out of Egypt. 
Therefore it is our duty to thank, praise, laud, glorify, extol, bless, exalt, and adore Him who did all of 
these miracles for our forefathers and for us. He has brought us forth from slavery to freedom, from 
sorrow to joy, from mourning to festive day, from darkness to a great light, and from subjection to 
redemption. Let us then recite before Him a new song. 

 

(Recite responsively) 
 

HALLELUIA, PRAISE THE LORD! 
 When Israel came out of Egypt, the house of Jacob from a people of foreign tongue. 
JUDAH BECAME GOD’S SANCTUARY, ISRAEL HIS DOMINION. 
 The sea looked and fled, the Jordan turned back; 
THE MOUNTAINS SKIPPED LIKE RAMS, THE HILLS LIKE LAMBS. 
 Why was it, O sea, that you fled, O Jordan, that you turned back? 
YOU MOUNTAINS THAT YOUSKIPPED LIKE RAMS, YOU HILLS, LIKE LAMBS? 
 Tremble, O earth, at the presence of the God of Jacob 
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WHO TURNED THE ROCK INTO A POOL, THE HARD ROCK INTO SPRINGS OF WATER. 
----------------------------------------- 

 

This section concluded with the blessing and drinking of the second cup, the cup of praise. 
 

MOTZI MATZAH 
 

Next were blessed and eaten the unleavened bread and the bitter herbs, symbols of the slavery in Egypt from which 
God freed the Jews. As in the case of the wine shared from a common container, the breaking and distribution of a 
single piece of unleavened bread to all present signified unity. When we partake of the Lord’s Supper, we are 
expressing our unity with our fellow Christians. We partake of the same bread and wine and we share the same 
Savior and thus are one family. 
 

Dipping a piece of the bread in the haroset and giving it to one of the guests was a customary token of affection. This 
lends special meaning to the act of Jesus in dipping a piece of bread and handing it to Judas. It was a last loving 
appeal to him, but as the Bible tells us, “He therefore, having received the bread went out immediately.” 

----------------------------------------- 
 

 

(second cup of wine is filled) 
(leader raises cup) 

 

Leader: Blessed be You, O Lord our God, King of the universe, who has redeemed us and has redeemed our 
fathers from Egypt, and has permitted us to live unto this night, to partake of the unleavened bread and 
the bitter herbs. Blessed are You O Lord, who redeems Israel. 

 
All: Blessed are You, O Lord our God, King of the universe, Creator of the fruit of the vine. 
 

(all drink second cup reclining to left) 
 

MOTZI MATZAH 
 

(leader lifts matzah) 
 

Leader: Blessed are You, O Lord our God, King of the universe who brings forth bread from the earth. 
 

(Leader puts down bottom matzah and breaks the upper 
and middle one into small pieces which are distributed) 

 

(all hold pieces in hands) 
 

All: Blessed are You, O Lord our God, King of the universe, who has sanctified us by Your commandments 
and has commanded us concerning the eating of unleavened bread. 

 
(all eat bread reclining to left) 

----------------------------------------- 
 

The bitter herb reminded them of their lives as slaves. The charoset’s sweetness represents their freedom and 
deliverance by God. 
 

Following the matzah, bitter herb and charoseth,  the egg and piece of apple may also be eaten. 
 

The lamb may also be eaten at this time. We know that the Jews don’t recognize Jesus as their Passover lamb. Today 
some Jews choose not to eat the lamb but only represent it with a roasted shank bone and a roasted egg. This is 
because there is no temple in Jerusalem, the lamb cannot be sacrificed there. They can not eat lamb at the Passover 
until the temple is rebuilt. As Christians we understand that God’s perfect sacrifice for sin has been offered once and 
for all in the person of Jesus Christ the Messiah. 
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----------------------------------------- 
 

Next the festival meal, including the Passover lamb, was eaten. 
 

The portion of matzah that was hidden (afikoman) was then found and brought out to be eaten. The leader broke off 
a piece for himself and passed the bread around the table allowing each person to break off a piece. It was probably 
at this point that Jesus took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to His disciples saying, “This is My body given for 
you.” 
 

MAROR 
 

(Leader lifts maror – ground horseradish) 
 

Leader:  Let us now take a bit of the bitter herb to fulfill the commandment of this night to eat the bitter herb.  
 

(Maror is distributed and dipped) 
  

All: Blessed are You, O Lord our God, King of the universe, who has sanctified us Your commandments and 
has commanded us concerning the eating of the bitter herbs. 

 

(all eat maror leaning to the left) 
 

Leader:   We dip in the maror for the second time, only now we dip also in the charoset to remind us of the 
sweetness that God always brings to temper the bitterness of life’s circumstance. 

 

(all dip the matzah in horseradish and charoseth and eat) 
 

SHULCAN ORECH 
 

(Lamb and side dishes are distributed and eaten) 
 

----------------------------------------- 
 

TZAFUN 
 

(Child finds afikoman) 
 

(Leader breaks off a small piece and passes remainder for each 
guest to break off a piece. All hold piece in hand) 

 

Leader: Let us bless the Lord. 
 

All: May the name of the Lord be blessed from now unto eternity. 
 

After the traditional grace after the meal, the third cup of wine was then taken. It was called the cup of redemption. 
The wine in this cup is to remind the Jews of the blood that was shed several thousand years ago in Egypt, the blood 
of a perfect, spotless lamb. The blood was applied to the doorpost and the lintel in the shape of a cross. It enabled 
death to pass over the Jewish people, just as the blood of the perfect lamb, Jesus, when applied to our hearts, 
enables eternal death to pass over. Jesus said when He gave this cup to His disciples, “This cup which is poured out 
for you is the new covenant in My blood which is to be shed on behalf of many for forgiveness of sin.” 
 

The fourth cup, called the cup of Elijah, came next. Jesus and His disciples did not drink this cup. They went out to 
Gethsemane after the third cup. The Jews believed that Elijah would return to earth to announce the coming of the 
Messiah, and that the Messiah might even come with him. They set Elijah a special place at the tale therefore and 
poured him a glass of wine. The youngest boy then opens the door to see if he has come. We believe that Elijah has 
come in spirit through John the Baptist and that the Messiah has come in Jesus, but we look forward to the Last Day 
when He will come again to take us to heaven, so we too eat the Lord’s Supper with expectation. 

----------------------------------------- 
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BARECH 

 

(third cup is filled) 
 

Leader: Blessed are You, O Lord our God, King of the universe, who feeds the entire world with Your goodness, 
with grace, with loving kindness, and with pity. He gives bread to all flesh, for His loving kindness endures 
forever. 

 

All: Blessed are You, O Lord, who feeds all Your creatures. Blessed are You, O Lord our God, King of the 
universe, Creator of the fruit of the vine. 

 

(All drink third cup reclining to the left) 
 

(Fourth cup is filled including cup for Elijah) 
 

Leader: Let us open the door and rise in the hope that Elijah will enter. With the salutation reserved for 
distinguished guests, let us say: 

 

(Youngest boy opens door) 
 

All: Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Elijah the prophet; Elijah the Tishbite; Elijah the 
Gileadite: May he soon come and bring the Messiah. 

 

(door is closed) 
 

(all drink fourth cup reclining to the left) 
----------------------------------------- 

 

The second half of the hallel was then sung. The Bible tells us that Jesus and His disciples sang this before they left for 
Gethsemane. The portion of the hallel set forth here is from Psalm 116, and it helps remind us that these psalms 
remain part of our worship today. 
 

This evening we will also add two more Israeli hymns of praise that are still sung in our congregations today. 
----------------------------------------- 

 

The Passover meal then ended with a special Passover prayer. 
----------------------------------------- 

 

We finish our evening with the eating of the Lamb cake as our dessert. We hope this observance and explanation of 
the Passover and its relationship to Holy Communion will enrich your participation in the Lord’s Supper on Maundy 
Thursday. 
 

HALLEL 
 

All:  What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits to Me? 
 

  I will take the cup of salvation, and will call on the name of the Lord. 
 

  I will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all His people. 
 

  Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints. 
 

  O Lord, truly I am Your servant; I am You servant, and the son of Your handmaid: You have loosed  
my bonds. 

 

  I will offer to You the sacrifice of thanksgiving, and will call on the name of the Lord. 
 

  I will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all His people. 
 

  In the courts of the Lord’s House, 
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  In the midst of You, O Jerusalem. 

 

Appendix 2 

From Luther’s Small Catechism - Ten Commandments 
 

You shall have no other gods. What does this mean? We are to fear, love and trust God above everything else. 
 

You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain. What does this mean? We are to fear and love God so that 
we do not use His name superstitiously, or use it to curse, swear, lie, or deceive, but call on Him in prayer, praise, and 
thanksgiving. 
 

Remember the Sabbath Day, to keep it holy. What does this mean? We are to fear and love God so that we do not 
neglect His Word and the preaching of it, but regard it as holy and gladly hear and learn it. 
 

Honor your father and your mother. What does this mean? We are to fear and love God so that we do not despise or 
anger our parents and others in authority, but respect, obey, love, and serve them. 
 

You shall not kill. What does this mean? We are to fear and love God so that we do not hurt our neighbor in any way, 
but help him in all his physical needs. 
 

You shall not commit adultery. What does this mean? We are to fear and love God so that in matters of sex our 
words and conduct are pure and honorable, and husband and wife love and respect each other. 
 

You shall not steal. What does this mean? We are to fear and love God so that we do not take our neighbor's money 
or property, or get them in any dishonest way, but help him to improve and protect his property and means of 
making a living. 
 

You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. What does this mean? We are to fear and love God so that 
we do not betray, slander, or lie about our neighbor, but defend him, speak well of him, and explain his actions in the 
kindest way. 
 

You shall not covet your neighbor's house. What does this mean? We are to fear and love God so that we do not 
desire to get our neighbor's possessions by scheming or by pretending to have a right to them, but always help him 
keep what is his. 
 

You shall not covet your neighbor's wife or his manservant or his maidservant or his cattle or anything that is your 
neighbor's. What does this mean? We are to fear and love God so that we do not tempt or coax away from our 
neighbor his wife or his workers, but encourage them to remain loyal. 


