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Welcome
What is the “Connecting Point”? 
It’s part newsletter, part magazine, part calendar, 
part family album, and a whole lot of something 
new and exciting. It’s a resource we hope will be 
a blessing to you and your family. 

In each issue you’ll find:  

TO THE CONNECTING POINT

Do you have a story idea or is there an area you'd 

like to hear more about? Let us know! Email Katy 

Munson [kmunson@mtolivelutheran.com] or call 

her at the church office [815.399.3171]. 

All of these elements are meant to help you do 
just what this publication’s title suggests: 
connect. A devotion connects us to God’s Word, 
stories connect us to one another, resources 
connect us to ways we can learn and grow in the 
faith God’s given to us, opportunities for service 
connect us to our community (both our 
neighbors at Mt. Olive and outside its walls), and 
the birthday and anniversary list connects us to 
those in our Mt. Olive family. 

In this issue, we'll learn how God gives us the gift 
of community. He encourages and supports us 
through our brothers and sisters in Christ and 
calls us to love and serve our neighbors, 
whoever they may be. 
' 

Grace + peace, 

kmunson@mtolivelutheran.com

A devotion 
Stories about ministries at church 
and in our community 
Opportunities to serve and be involved 
Resource reviews for faith and life 
Calendar highlights for the coming months 
Birthdays and Anniversaries 
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WHO IS My Neighbor
A DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT FROM DR. BILL CULLEN

In the parable of the Good 
Samaritan, the expert in the law 
asks “Who is my neighbor?” 
(Luke 10:29). Jesus answers that 
we are to consider everyone we 
meet neighbor (spouse, child, 
parent, sibling, the person living 
across the street, a colleague, a 
classmate, or as in the parable, 
even a stranger who normally 
would be considered an 
enemy). Knowing this, we ask: 

S P R I N G  2 0 1 7  •  C O N N E C T I N G  P O I N T  |  2

In Christ, 

bcullen@mtolivelutheran.com

How can I best be neighbor 
to each person I encounter?
How can I best love the 
person before me with God’s 
agape love? 

Greg Finke, in his book Joining 
Jesus On His Mission: How to 
Be an Everyday Missionary, 
talks about “neighboring”. 
Neighboring, for Finke, 
essentially is fulfilling the 
second of the two great 
commandments “Love your 
neighbor as yourself.” He 
focuses in on the neighbor(s) 
with whom we have opportunity 
to develop a real relationship. 

?

These are the people living 
close to us, the people with 
whom we work or go to school. 
They also would include the 
those we might regularly 
encounter at the gym, gas 
station, in a restaurant, or while 
out shopping. These are the 
people with whom we have the 
best opportunity to develop 
relationship, and to relate to 
as “everyday missionaries,”  
as bearers of Jesus’ love. 

“The whole purpose 
of every vocation is 
to ‘love your neighbor 
as yourself.’” 
Gene Veith | God at Work 

“‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest 
commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor 
as yourself.’” Matthew 22:37-39 | NIV 

Mt Olive’s motto is “Loving 
People to Jesus .” For Finke, 
this is exactly what “being 
an everyday missionary” is all 
about – loving your neighbor. 
Veith would consider 
“neighboring” to be our 
vocation, our calling by God. 

Jesus commands us: 
“A new command I give 
you: Love one another. 

As I have loved you, 
so you must love one 

another. By this all men 
will know that you are 

my disciples, if you 
love one another.” 

John 13:34-35 | NIV  

Jesus calls us: 
"Come, follow me," Jesus 
said, "and I will make you 

fishers of men." 
Matthew 4:19 | NIV 

Jesus sends us: 
My prayer is not that you 

take them out of the world 
but that you protect 

them from the evil one. 
They are not of the world, 

even as I am not of it. 
Sanctify them by the truth; 
your word is truth. As you 

sent me into the world, 
I have sent them into the 

world. 
John 17:15-18 | NIV  

Making the most 
of every opportunity : 

Be wise in the way you 
act toward outsiders; 

make the most of 
every opportunity. 

Colossians 4:5 | NIV 

Learn more about 
"neighboring" on page 7!



Carpenter's Place
L O V I N G  N E I G H B O R S  |  R E B U I L D I N G  L I V E S

Walk into Mt. Olive on the third Monday of the 
month and you'll be struck by the aroma of the 
"signature" chicken noodle casserole warming in 
the kitchen. Around 11:30, after the bread has 
been buttered, the meal is packed up and loaded 
into the cars of volunteers who will serve lunch to 
the guests at Carpenter's Place. 

While serving breakfast and lunch is an important 
part of their ministry, the work of Carpenter's 
Place encompasses many areas as they "provide 
the tools necessary for rebuilding the lives of the 
homeless." To learn more about their ministry, 
visit carpentersplace.org, chat with Bill Cullen 
or Nancy Hall, and join the third Monday fun! 

1 2

3 4
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Mt. Olive is known by the guests at Carpenter's 
Place for this classic chicken noodle casserole. 
Each month, several volunteers sign up to make 
a batch. Want to try your hand at this simple 
recipe? Email Bill Cullen (bcullen@mtolive 
lutheran.com) and include the month you'd like 
to contribute!

1

Dedicated volunteers gather each month to 
ready the donated casseroles, butter at least 10 
loaves of bread, pack it all up, and drive over to 
Carpenter's Place. 

2
3
4

Once at Carpenter's Place, the lunch items are 
set out, gloves put on, and the crew is ready to 
dish up a warm meal for the guests. Appreciation 
is never in short supply, as guests make their 
way through the line. 

5
6
7

Morning chapel is part of the daily offerings at 
Carpenter's Place. On the first Thursday of each 
month, Pastor Krause shares the message of 
forgiveness, grace, and hope found in Jesus 
alone with the guests in attendance. 

8
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Interested in learning how you can serve 
our neighbors at Carpenter's Place?  

Volunteer opportunities come in many 
shapes and sizes! Carpenter's Place 
provides options for serving from one's 
own home (graphic design, special 
projects, social media, etc.), interacting 
with guests (art room facilitator, day 
room friend, field trip companion, meal 
provider/server, mentor, small group 
leader), or serving behind the scenes 
without guest interaction (data entry, 
general facility maintenance, laundry, 
fundraising, other skilled labor).  

Visit carpentersplace.org/volunteer 
or contact Stacy, director of volunteer 
services at Carpenter's Place, (815.964. 
4105 ext. 203 | stacyk@carpentersplace 
.org) for more information!  
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The Saturday Morning Brotherhood
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Most everyone can picture their pastor on a 
Sunday morning (or Saturday or Wednesday 
evening) - leading worship, guiding us through 
the service, faithfully preaching God’s Word, and 
joyfully greeting the congregation with hand- 
shakes and hugs. What most don’t have the 
opportunity to see is the planning, discussion, 
mentoring, and other preparation that goes into 
that hour or so each week, including the early 
Saturday morning confabs of Mt. Olive’s Pastor 
Krause, Pastor Roskowic, and soon-to-be 
seminarian Don Stein. 

L E A R N I N G ,  L E A D I N G  +  L O T S  O F  L A U G H T E R

What started as a 
weekly required 
meeting for Pastor 
Roskowic during his 
studies in the 
specific-ministry 
pastor program 
through Concordia 
Seminary - St. Louis,  

has developed into a regular gathering for our 
pastors to touch base and keep communication 
lines open. Pastor Krause notes with a chuckle, 
however, that “it’s not all business.” 

The three men casually begin their time together 
swapping stories about recent events and 
updating one another on different areas of life. 
Discussion then moves on to a handful of pop- 
culture references (this time dealing with Star 
Trek and Young Frankenstein).  

Each week Pastor Roskowic treats the group to a 
round of iced teas from McDonald’s, describing 
Pastor Krause’s as “mostly sweet”, Don’s as “kind 
of sweet” and his own as “mostly unsweet”. Don 
chimes in “Mine is like Goldie Locks in the middle 
- tea perfection.”  

Refreshed and ready to dig into the day’s topics, 
the men discuss everything from scheduling and 
logistics for the weekend, to ministering to the Mt. 
Olive and Concordia family, to the intersection of  

culture and faith. All 
agree that their time to- 
gether provides the opp- 
ortunity to be informed 
and to learn from one 
another. These meetings 
can also be a "sounding 
board" for processing 
various ideas. 

Martin Luther, in the Smallcald Articles, calls this 
“the mutual conversation and consolation of the 
brethren.” Encouragement. Support. Prayer. And 
good ol' fellowship. These Saturday mornings 
have it all, along with a healthy amount of 
laughter.  

The community shared by these men is not only
an encouragement to them, but to the rest of us, 
as well. They model what it means to "serve the 
Lord with gladness" (Psalm 100:2). 

Don noted, "We're called to serve with joy, and we 
try to keep the joy in it." It seems as though such 
efforts are met with great success, if smiling and
laughter are any indication. 



1
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#REFORMATIONRESOLUTION

th is 
guy !Prepare to be educated, 

entertained, and challenged. 
 You might even laugh a little. 

Here are a few of his posts.

In celebration of the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation, Don Stein 
made a "Reformation Resolution". Throughout 2017, he's using social 
media to share "some bits of relevant Lutheran history, tidbits about 
faith + life, and some good ol' catechetical schtuff."

            Why are they called 

            Lutherans? Good 

question. After all, the 

Reformers in Germany 

called themselves 

'Evangelical Catholics.' 

It went down like this: 

Back in the day, the Church 

named schismatic groups 

after their leaders. In a bid 

to make the Reformers' 

beliefs seem heretical, 

Rome did the same thing 

with Luther. The 'Lutheran' 

name stuck. 

It's a lot like how Bears 

fans called Packers fans 

"Cheeseheads" as an insult, 

but now it's a badge of 

honor. 

#ReformationResolution 

#GoPackGo 

            What do Lutherans believe? "The first and   

            chief article is this: That Jesus Christ, our 

God and Lord, died for our sins, and was raised 

again for our justification." - Smalcald Articles, Part 

II, Article I #ReformationResolution 

          Art is powerful. Especially when it can be 
          shared. Why? Because folks dig the 
visual. When people can literally see some- 
thing, the idea it represents suddenly becomes 
real. 

The Reformation saw more ideas being shared 
than ever before, partly because more art was 
being shared than ever before. With movable 
type, postal services, and printing presses 
coming into widespread use, art pieces became 
the daily news, the latest celebrity gossip, and 
the 1500s version of a binge-watch-worthy 
show all pressed into one. 

Artists like Lucas Cranach (and his son by the same name), Hans Burgkmair (and his 
also-same-named-son), Albrecht Dürer, Matthias Grünewald, and others contributed 
incredible altarpieces, paintings and and other works that made Raphael, da Vinci 
and Bellini jealous - if you think I'm exaggerating for effect, Google the letters! 

But what really got people excited were woodcuts. They could be 
printed and transported quickly and easily. Plus, you didn't have 
to be a noble to get one; they were available even to most 
commoners. If your face was on a woodcut, you became a rockstar.

If they were around today, they might look something like this 

#ReformationRevolution #ReformationResolution
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2) Read and meditate upon God’s Word: allow 
God to comfort you, but even more importantly, 
in Finke’s words, allow God “to mess with you” 
creating a “holy discontent.” 

3) Be in conversation with people in your 
missional neighborhood: listening, sharing,
supporting, and enjoying one another – building 
meaningful relationship. 

4) Be a blessing to people in your missional 
neighborhood: as needs and opportunities 
become known, in and with the love of Jesus, 
reach out to assist and help in whatever ways and 
with whatever resources one can. 

5) Pray: pray, listening to and for the guidance 
and promptings of the Holy Spirit. Praying for the 
people in our respective missional neighborhoods 
and for the members of our missional community 
as we seek to be everyday missionaries and 
ambassadors of Jesus’ love. 

Joining Jesus on His Mission
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A  R E S O U R C E  R E V I E W  B Y   D R .  B I L L  C U L L E N

Greg Finke in Joining Jesus On His Mission: How 
to Be an Everyday Missionary, talks about two 
environments. The first environment is what he 
identifies as our “missional neighborhood.” Most 
people live in more than one missional neighbor- 
hood. For Finke one missional neighborhood 
would be the neighborhood where we would find 
our house or apartment, the neighborhood we 
would call home. 

Another missional neighborhood might be the 
place where we go to earn a living or to get an 
education. Essentially a missional neighborhood is 
any place that we frequent regularly and where 
we have an opportunity to interact with a number 
of the same people on a somewhat regular basis. 

The second environment Finke talks about is not 
one in which we naturally find ourselves. It is one 
we intentionally choose to join. Finke would highly 
recommend and encourage Christians do so. This 
environment Finke calls a “missional community.” 

A missional community is a small group of 
Christians (generally four to ten people) who want 
to encourage and support one another in living as 
everyday missionaries in their respective 
missional neighborhoods (ideally the members of 
a missional community would have at least one
neighborhood in common). 

Finke identifies five “missional practices” to be 
consistently employed in our respective missional 
neighborhoods and five corresponding “missional 
questions” to regularly be asked each time a 
missional community meets together as the 
members of the missional community seek to 
support and encourage each other in living out 
the missional practices. 

A  P R A C T I C A L  G U I D E  T O  N E I G H B O R I N G

All members are invited + encouraged to be part 
of a missional community, and to live in their 
neighborhood(s) as everyday missionaries! 
See Bill Cullen for more information (bcullen@ 
mtolivelutheran.com).

The Missional Practices to 
Be Lived Out in Our 
Missional Neighborhoods: 

1) Seek the Kingdom: 
observe, discover, note 
what God is up to, what 
God is already doing (how 
is God advancing His 
kingdom of love) in your 
missional neighborhoods. 
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TAKE NOTE!
T H I N G S  Y O U  D O N ' T  W A N T  T O  M I S S

VACATION 
BIBLE SCHOOL 

April 28 at 6:30 p.m. Christian Arts Institute Spring Recital 

April 28 Junior High Youth Night 

April 30 Youth Summer Mission Trip Registration Deadline

June 19-23 Christian Arts Camp 

July 9-15 Youth Summer Mission Trip

July 17-21 Vacation Bible School

September 10 Fall Education Kick-off

October 28 NID Reformation 500 Celebration 

at Concordia University Chicago 

October 29 Reformation Sunday + Confirmation  JULY 17-21, 2017


