
W h o  i s  J e s u s ?
The Seven I AM Statements of  Jesus Christ 

"I AM the Vine."
 
 
 
 

What do these verses reveal about Jesus, God the Father, and what They are

trying to accomplish in the lives of those who believe in Jesus Christ?

What does it look like for God the Father to prune us in order for us to

produce more fruit?

P r e p a r e

Read John 15:1-17. John 13-17 marks the last major teaching section of Jesus in the

Gospel of John. Jesus is rapidly approaching the time of His betrayal, arrest, and death

by crucifixion. Jesus is the only one in the room who knows what is about to happen.

Jesus wants to prepare His disciples for what is about to happen and for life when He is

gone. In the middle of chapter 13, Judas leaves the rest of the disciples to betray Jesus

(13:26-30). So the remainder of this section is Jesus speaking to the 11 faithful, believing

disciples. Unlike the other I AM passages - which are invitations to believe in Jesus and

to receive salvation - this section in John 15 is speaking to those who believe in Jesus and

are committed to following Him. This self-revelation of Jesus speaks to an opportunity

for believers in Jesus Christ to discover purpose and potential as they grow closer and

more connected with Jesus. Jesus will employ the imagery of a vine and a vineyard to

carry the message what it means to have a close relationship with Him and what that

relationship will produce in your life.

 

R e a d
Read John 15:1-3.
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What is the changes in focus introduced in this section?

What is the connection between love and obedience in these verses?

What is the fruit of obedience according to verse 11?

What is the command and the standard which is presented to the disciples in

this section?

What status do the disciples realize if they obey this command (14)?

What exclusive privilege do the disciples of Jesus have?

How should verse 16 be a source of encouragement to us?

What is the final focus Jesus presents in this section?

Are you receptive to God’s pruning in your life?

Is there a branch you are holding onto that God wants to take care of?

Remaining and abiding in Christ is our obedient response to Jesus. Is the quality of

your relationship with Jesus increasing?

Are you actively moving up and out in new life in Jesus Christ today?

God wants to produce more better fruit in and through your life. Can you see the

evidence of increased blessing as a result of your continual abiding or

remaining in Christ?

The key is not to focus on fruit – but to focus on Christ – then He will produce the fruit.

It is clear that remaining in Christ is remaining in His love. What is the greatest

example of love (15:13)?

How can you demonstrate sacrificial love for others?

What practical steps will you take this week to love others?

Read John 15:9-11

Read John 15:12-17

 

A p p l y
In what areas of your life are you being pruned?

               

How connected are you to the Vine?

            

Where is the fruit in your life? 

  

Show me the love…

 

 

 



 

P a r t i n g  T h o u g h t s
John presents Jesus as the Savior of the world. When we believe in Jesus we become part

of God’s family. In the New Testament this is described as being “in Christ”.  In Christ we

are a new creation (2 Cor. 5:17; Eph 2:10). This positional reality is God’s work through

Christ on our behalf.

 

We don’t do anything to earn this status nor to retain it. When we exercise faith in Jesus

Christ, when we believe in Him; who He is (the Son of God)  and what he did for us (died

on the cross and rose again from the dead) we are saved. We become part of His forever

family. 

 

We now have status before God based on the work and righteousness of Jesus Christ. To

remain / abide in Christ is a reference to the maintenance of fellowship with God in

Christ. While we can never lose our status as a believer, we can become disconnected

from Christ and distant in our relationship with Him. This passage is inviting us to a

passionate pursuit of a growing relationship with Jesus Christ. Really,  it is an invitation

to move up and out in new life in Jesus Christ by remaining and abiding in His love and

in our relationship with Him. 

 

God wants to produce fruit in your life as you discover the joy of remaining in Jesus.

[credit to A.W. Pink for the ideas in this paragraph}

 

 

 


