
W h o  i s  J e s u s ?
The Seven I AM Statements of  Jesus Christ 

"I AM the Door." | "I AM the Good Shepherd."
 
 
 
 

Notice the contrast between different people described in this section.

Who is illegitimate and who is legitimate in this picture that Jesus is painting? 

How do you know who is the real shepherd? What is the main point Jesus is trying

to make? 

How does Jesus identify himself to those listening?

What happens when you accept Jesus’ invitation?

Notice the contrast in verse 10 as well. What are the two options presented?

What quality of life is offered when you follow Jesus? [10:10]

The teaching of John 10 falls immediately after Jesus heals a man who was blind from birth in

Chapter 9. John 9 records this fascinating story of physical and spiritual blindness in

relationship to Jesus. It ends with the formerly blind man confessing faith in Jesus Christ (9:38)

and the Pharisees refusing to see anything significant in what Jesus had just done. The blind

man not only receives physical healing, but he also sees Jesus Christ as the Light of the world. 

The opposition and antagonism towards Jesus is accelerating as we move into the middle of the

Gospel of John. In John 10, we have Jesus using figurative language to describe Himself and His

ministry. He employs commonly seen pictures from his day to help communicate the significance

of who He is and what He has come to do. It is here - in John 10 - we encounter the next two “I

AM” statements of Jesus Christ: I AM the Door; and I AM the Good Shepherd.

 

P r e v i e w
Read through John 10:1-18 to get a sense for the overall flow of the passage. Try to

envision the pictures He is painting in this section of the gospel.

 

R e a d
Read John 10:1-6.

If you are not sure, you are not alone – even the people present didn’t understand [6].

Read John 10:7-10.
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What does the “Good Shepherd” do that the hired hand won’t do for the sheep?

What happens when you follow the Good Shepherd according to verse 14? 

What is the end goal of the Good Shepherd according to the end of verse 16? 

What do the final verses [17-18] reveal about the heart of Jesus?

What aspects of this picture resonate with you as you read John 10 and think about it?

Do you have the type of relationship with Jesus as it is described in John 10?

Would you describe your life as “abundant” or "life to the full”? [John 10:10]? Why or

why not?

What areas of your life do you need God’s guidance and protection today? Entrust

them to the Good Shepherd.

Read John 10:11-18.

The imagery of John 10 can be confusing at times. However, the overall focus remains on Jesus.

Notice how He is both “the Door” and “the Good Shepherd”. He wants you to know that He alone

is the access point for life with God. And that He is committed to nurturing and caring and

protecting you when you accept and believe in Him.

 

A p p l y

 

P r a y
Jesus you are the Doorway to Life and the Good Shepherd who gives life for His sheep. Thank you
for making the way, for being the door for me. Thank you for laying down Your life for me, your
sheep. There is no other leader or shepherd who compares to You. You are worthy of all praise and
I follow You today with humble recognition of my own neediness. Like a sheep, I am prone to
wander and be stubborn. Gently keep me close to your protective and loving hand every day. I
want to experience the abundant and full life you offer to everyone who believes in You. Help me to
listen to Your voice and follow You with every step I take. May your one flock follow their One
Shepherd for your glory and honor, forever and ever. Amen.
 

Look Ahead
Next week, we will be looking at John 15 where Jesus says “I AM the Vine.”

 

 

 


