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DISCOVERING JESUS IN THE GOSPEL OF MARK

MARK 4:1-34
Opening Question

Can you recall a good story that had a great lesson?
Briefly share with the group a summary of the story and why it has stuck
with you over the years.
Why do you think stories are so powerful?
Jesus knew the power of story and chose to use parables to
communicate significant and lasting truths about His Kingdom and
mission with His disciples.

Read
Read Mark 4:1-9 together as a group.

What is the general picture that this parable portrays?
The picture of a farmer throwing his seed onto his field.
How would this parable have been received by those he spoke it to?
They would have understood the picture very clearly.

BEFORE
ENTERING
GOD'S
WORD...
Take a moment
and ask God to
speak to your
own life through
this text and to
show you a new
and fresh
perspective of
who Jesus is and
what He wants
to do in your own
life.

Read Mark 4:10-12

What is the foundation of the parables according to Jesus?
The secret (or mystery) of the kingdom.
How do you explain verse 12 – it almost seems like Jesus purposely did not want people to
understand, repent and be forgiven. What is the purpose of Jesus’ parables?

WHY PARABLES?
The parables are intended to have meaning for those who are seeking the kingdom. If
you recognize Jesus for who He really is, the parables will take on a significant
meaning and message.
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Read Mark 4:21-25

What is the message of this parable?
The message of the kingdom is in front of them, but they need to pay attention to it and not
to ignore or try to hide from the reality of the message.
How does the parable of the lamp parallel the message of the parable of the soils?

IT REFLECTS ON OUR RESPONSE AND RECEPTIVENESS TO THE MESSAGE.
AS WELL AS THE RESULTS FOR THOSE WHO DON’T ACCEPT IT AND THE
FRUITFULNESS FOR THOSE WHO DO.
Verse 23 is a favorite expression of Jesus. What does he mean by this phrase?
Read Mark 4:13-20

What is the key element to understanding this parable? [14]
The seed is the word and the soils are how we can respond to the word.
Talk through the different responses to the word in verses 15-20. Notice the different ways that
truth can get missed.
Traditional interpretation of this parable have focused on the unbeliever receiving the gospel.
Do you think this parable can apply to believers and their response to the message of God’s
word? Why or why not?

‘ALL SCRIPTURE IS PROFITABLE..’ PAUL TOLD TIMOTHY AND WE SHOULD FIND
OURSELVES IN THIS PARABLE. EVERY TIME WE ENCOUNTER THE MESSAGE OF GOD’S
WORD WE CAN RESPOND IN EACH OF THESE WAYS IF WE ARE NOT RECEPTIVE.

Prayer
Pray – Pray that we would all receive the Word of God with joy and bear fruit.
Pray for the people of Lloydminster who are exposed to the message of the gospel, but are like
the other soils which are not fruitful.
Pray also that we would hear God speaking to us through His word each week and that His
kingdom would grow in Lloydminster like the growing seed and like the Mustard seed.

