
What has truly amazed you? 
Jesus began his ministry by preaching the good news about the Kingdom of God and

the need to repent and believe in the good news. He then proceeds to call four

fishermen to be His followers (or disciples) promising them that they would now

catch people instead of fish. The four men leave their nets and their boats and their

families to follow Jesus. Now Jesus has moved to Capernaum and is teaching in the

synagogue.

M A R K  1 : 2 1 - 2 8
T H E  A M A Z I N G  A U T H O R I T Y  O F  J E S U S

U n d e r s t a n d  C o n t e x t

D I S C O V E R I N G  J E S U S  I N  T H E  G O S P E L  O F  M A R K

What are the details that Mark draws attention to in verse 21?

Where, what day, what is Jesus doing?

 What response do the people have to the teaching of Jesus?

 Why did they respond this way?

Why would the “authority” of Jesus be an important part of

their amazement?

 How does our own perspective on the authority of Jesus

affect our own amazement at who He is and what He has

done?

 What is exposed in verse 23 that is surprising to find in the

synagogue?

What does the dialogue in verse 24 reveal about Jesus and the

spiritual realm?

How does Jesus respond to the unclean spirit?

 What happens to unclean spirits when Jesus issues

commands?

 How do the people present respond to this incident?

 How is the teaching of Jesus tied together with the exorcism

in this passage?

Read Mark 1:21-28 out loud and really listen to what the text is
saying.

R e a d
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Spend some time in

prayer and silence as you

prepare to encounter Jesus

Christ in this story from

Mark 1:21-28. 

 

Pray that you be amazed at

who Jesus is and what He

can do.

BEFORE
ENTERING

GOD'S WORD

The experts in the law would

quote extensively from rabbinical

scholars in their expositions of the

Scriptures. Jesus spoke plainly and

simply, on His own authority,

which was a dramatic change from

the normal synagogue teachers

and religious “experts.”

PLAIN, SIMPLE...

...& AMAZING!
Have you ever listened to a sermon

that “amazed” you? Clearly there was

something about Jesus and His

preaching that made people sit up

and listen. When you read the Gospels

do you experience “amazement” at

Jesus?
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TERMS TO KNOW 

How does the Word of God impact your life on a regular basis? 
 Do you have a habit of regular Bible reading and prayer? Is it
time to start making this a priority in your life? 

Sign up for a Bible reading plan today. Choose someone

to hold you accountable to reading God’s Word

regularly. 

The Word of God has the ability to cut deep into our

souls. If the teaching of Jesus had this effect on His

listeners then what does this say about Who He is?

Clearly He is no ordinary rabbi or scriptural scholar.

He is God and His words are God’s words.

Soul Revolution happens when we allow God’s Word to cut into

our soul and align our hearts with God’s will and God’s Word.

C l o s i n g  T h o u g h t s

Capernaum
A town on the northwest shore of Lake Galilee. It was

located on the main  road between Egypt and

Mesopotamia. A detachment of Roman soldiers was

stationed there as well as a customs post (tax collector).

Population may have been as high as 10,000 people. Jesus

performed many miracles in Capernaum and it was

considered his home base for much of his Galilean

ministry.

 

The Sabbath
God had commanded His people to rest on the seventh day

as it was a holy day. The Jews marked this day as a sacred

day where no work was to be done reflecting God’s rest

after the six days of creation. Sabbath observance is also

one of the ten commandments. Jesus would have several

encounters with the religious leaders on the Sabbath

during the time of his ministry. 

 

Synagogue
A local place of worship within a city for Jews to gather

together to pray, worship and for religious study.

Wherever there were ten or more Jewish males, thirteen

years or older, a synagogue could be established within a

community. The temple in Jerusalem was still the place

where sacrifices were offered by devout Jews, but

synagogues provided a local opportunity for prayer and

study of the scriptures.

 

The Spiritual Realm
Mark has already alluded to Satan in 1:13 and here in 1:23

he mentions an ‘unclean spirit’. In the background of the

Gospel of Mark , and in fact the whole Bible, is a spiritual

conflict between Satan (or Lucifer) and God. Satan is a

fallen angel who once was very powerful and glorious, but

allowed his pride lead to his own downfall. Isaiah 14 and

Ezekiel 28 depict this in poetic terms. Satan is a created

being, and is limited in his power and knowledge.

Nonetheless, there is a large number of spiritual beings

who joined Satan in his rebellion and they show up

throughout the gospels, where, in every case, Jesus clearly

exercises complete control and authority over them. They

are also called ‘demons’ and ‘evil spirits’. The presence of

Jesus Christ, the Son of God on earth is a source of

irritation and consternation to this evil realm and the

confrontations continue throughout the gospels. However,

there is never any question of the full authority that Jesus

demonstrates in each and every one of these encounters.

 "Unclean spirit" - used eleven times in Mark - is used

synonymously with the word “demon”  -used thirteen times. It

refers to an invisible spiritual being, neither human nor divine,

aligned with Satan and alienated from and hostile to God.

NOTICE THIS...

If Jesus did not need to quote any ‘authoritative’ teachers

when he was teaching, what does this reveal about the

authority of what He was saying?

If Jesus has absolute power in the spiritual realm, what sort

of power should He be able to exercise in your personal life?

Which is more amazing to you: the teaching of Jesus or the

miracle of Jesus in this story? 

Jesus clearly has authority and power. 
It is evident in His teaching and it is further demonstrated in His

absolute command of the spiritual realm. The authenticity of his

teaching is validated by His full authority over this spiritual

being who confronts him in the synagogue.  

Clearly Mark wants us to circle back to His teaching. The
teaching of Jesus, the message of the gospel or good news is
intended to bring a soul revolution to our lives.

A p p l y

Notice what Hebrews 4:12 says:

 For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any double-

edged sword, piercing even to the point of dividing soul from spirit,

and joints from marrow; it is able to judge the desires and thoughts of

the heart.


