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Jesus Christ, the Son of God has been introduced to the reader by Mark, the author of the

gospel. Jesus has been formally commissioned for His mission at His baptism with the full seal

of approval from God the Father and is empowered by the Holy Spirit.

Immediately after His baptism, He endures temptation in the wilderness for 40 days and the

angels were ministering to Him. Jesus is presented as part of the Holy Trinity as well

as fully engaged in the human experience as a man. Now, in this section, verses

14-20,  Jesus will begin His official ministry.

M A R K  1 : 1 4 - 2 0
C o n t e x t

BEFORE
ENTERING

GOD'S
WORD...

D I S C O V E R I N G  J E S U S  I N  T H E  G O S P E L  O F  M A R K

Take a moment and

ask for God to speak to

your own life through

this text and to show

you a new and fresh

perspective of who

Jesus is and what He

wants to do in your

own life.

Where does Mark place Jesus and what is Jesus doing as He begins His ministry?
Mark will emphasize real live action with Jesus as we move through the gospel
and yet here he begins with Jesus preaching, or proclaiming the gospel of God.
 What do you think Jesus means when He says “the time is fulfilled”? Especially
considering the earlier verses of the chapter (esp. 1:2-3)
Why would Jesus describe the beginning of His ministry as “the Kingdom of God
is near”? What does this statement imply about who Jesus is?
What response does Jesus call for in His proclamation?

Read Mark 1:14-20 out loud and listen carefully as you read it. 

Try to imagine the scene and envision what it must have been like to see Jesus and to

hear Jesus in that moment.  Mark is clearly indicating the transition from John the

Baptist to Jesus in verse 14. The forerunner has completed the mission God gave him

to do and now it’s Jesus’ time to take center stage.

R e a dTIME IN THE 
NEW TESTAMENT

Chronos refers to chronological time and

the habitual and normal events which

are a part of everyday life. Time to eat,

time to get up, time to go to work or

school, etc.

Kairos refers to those special and

significant events that disrupt the

chronological and normative schedule of

life. It’s time to graduate, time to get

married, time to give birth, etc.

The Gospel of Mark was originally

written in the Greek language. In

Biblical Greek, there are two concepts

for time; chronos and Kairos. 

In this passage, Mark uses Kairos as

the word chosen by Jesus to describe

the importance and significance of His

message and His presence there in

Galilee. God was clearly interrupting

the normal sequence of history with

His own divine agenda and that

centered on Jesus and His message.

D E F I N E :  T H E  K I N G D O M  O F  G O D
The Kingdom of God is God’s authority to rule and the realm over which that reign is

exercised. Jesus is clearly declaring that the leadership of God has entered human

history and He is the King who comes to establish God’s will and Kingdom on earth.

The Kingdom has both present and future implications. Believers today live under

Kingdom Authority, that is they surrender to Jesus as King and follow and obey His

Word and will as citizens of God’s Kingdom. When Jesus Christ returns as the Coming

King, believers will live in Kingdom Reality. At that time, Christ will physically and

powerfully rule over the universe as King of Kings and Lord of Lords.
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DEFINE:
REPENT &

BELIEVE

Where does Jesus find His disciples? How does He invite them into the mission?

 What are the responses of these two pairs of brothers in verse 18 and 20?

 What details are mentioned in their response to Jesus?

 What is the promise Jesus gives to them in verse 17?

 What is Mark emphasizing in this section about Jesus? About responding to

Jesus?

Mark 1:16-20

Mark’s account of the temptation is brief and concise. Matthew and Luke

include the specifics of the temptations. However, for Mark these details are

not necessary for his purpose. 

Mark wants us to know that the “way” of Jesus involves temptation and trial

and that God can and does lead us into these situations –but His care and

protection is there when we do face these circumstances in our own lives.

R e a d
Mark’s emphasis on Who Jesus Is will dominate the first

section of the gospel. Clearly, the presence of Jesus on

the lakeshore is gripping. When invited by the King to

join His mission these men immediately follow Him.

While they don’t yet fully understand or appreciate the

full significance of Jesus and His mission, they are

willing to risk their own lives and futures in His hands

because of the compelling message of the gospel.

 

As we enter this series on Mark’s gospel realize that

God is inviting you into this mission as well. He wants

you to move up and out in new life in Jesus Christ and this

begins with a significant step of surrender and faith and

you step out in obedience to Jesus.

WHO JESUS IS

How has the message of the good news of Jesus Christ created a ‘kairos’ moment in your own life?

 Do you resonate with the concept Jesus as King over God’s Kingdom? What about the picture of Jesus as the

absolute authority or Leader in your life – is this a picture that is accurate in your own faith journey? 

 Have you repented of your own sinfulness and selfishness and turned your life in faith and trust to Jesus

[‘repent and believe the gospel’]? Or have you simply tried to add Jesus to your life without surrendering to His

Kingly leadership?

Who comes to mind as people you know who need to hear this message? Spend some time praying for them

specifically right now. 

Notice that Jesus, fully God, King of Kings, comes preaching. He proclaims the message of the gospel of

God. Mark wants his readers (including you and I) to realize that the message of good news is what makes

the difference and that this is a message that everyone can share. Jesus will go on to perform some

significant miracles, demonstrating His power as God. But at the beginning, He is simply preaching the

message that we all can preach and share with others, the good news of Jesus Christ.

A p p l y

What value is Jesus revealing in this call? How does your response to Jesus reflect this value.

How has your life been used to catch people for God?

Is there something you need to leave behind in your quest to follow Jesus?

Have you been dragging something along and this is hampering your ability to follow Jesus fully and with all your heart?

Is there something in your life (family, career, education, friends, popularity, body image, diet and working out, sports, hobbies, money, toys,

etc.) that has a higher priority than Jesus right now? 

Take some time to surrender any areas of your life to Jesus that you have allowed to obstruct your ability to follow Him fully.

Jesus sees potential in these men and invites them into His mission. He employs fishing terminology to capture the essence of His

mission for these fishermen. 

Clearly Jesus values people. God loves people and wants to see lives restored in relationship to Himself. Ironically, God choses to use

ordinary, imperfect humans to accomplish this divine goal.

For these disciples following Jesus was not a slow decision. They had to step out and follow Him right there and now and they left

whatever they were doing behind. 

Not everyone must walk away from their jobs or their families in order to follow Jesus, but Jesus clearly asks that we be willing to

give up everything and anything in order to follow Him. He must have first place in our lives. 

A p p l y

"These are two sides of the

same coin: repudiating a life

focused on self and

reorienting toward God and

his purpose for the world."

 

-Zondervan Exegetical

Commentary on the New

Testament


