
P r e v i e w
The disciples have just experienced a creation miracle from the mouth of Jesus.

Read Mark 5:1-5
Talk about the man who came out to see Jesus: what was his problem
How had people attempted to help him so far?
What behaviors are associated here with the spiritual oppression he was
experiencing?

D I S C O V E R I N G  J E S U S  I N  T H E  G O S P E L  O F  M A R K

G R E E K
W O R D  O F
T H E  D A Y :
D A M A Z O

The fierce strength of this
demon-possessed man is

reiterated in 5:5: No one had the
strength to “subdue” him. The

Greek word used here (damazo)
is used for taming a wild animal

and is better translated, “no
one was able to tame him.”

Obviously this demoniac roams
free because all attempts to

constrain him have failed. He is
one tough customer, and only a

power more potent than iron
bars and chains will bridle him.

Translating the verb “tame”
also opens up another

dimension to the text. It strikes
us immediately that something
is wrong. One does not normally

“tame” human beings; one
tames wild animals (or the

tongue, James 3:8). People treat
him like a wild animal, and he

acts like one. -Garland
 

W H A T  A B O U T  T H E  P I G S ?  
The destructive power of the sea that almost sank the disciples’ boat now swallows up the pigs.10 Jesus,

who has just demonstrated his dominion over the sea (4:39, 41; compare Pss. 65:7; 88:9; 106:9; 107:23–32), does
not need to know the names of the evil spirits in order to drive them out. The kamikaze demons “fall victim
to their own designs and tumble headlong into chaos.” “The joke is on them.”12 From a Jewish perspective,

the scene is a joke: unclean spirits and unclean animals are both wiped out in one fell swoop, and a human
being is cleansed. 

-Garland

Who is in control of the situation? 
Why do you think Jesus allowed the demons to enter the pigs?
What is the purpose of the drowning of the pigs in this story?

Read Mark 5:10-13

What happens when this man encounters Jesus?
Who does this man think Jesus is according to verse 7? How does this
contrast with what the disciples said in Mark 4:41?
What is further revealed about this man in this section?

Read Mark 5:6-9

“Leave me Alone…”: Here the idiom means something like “Why
are you interfering with me? Or “Stay out of my affairs!” As
elsewhere in Mark’s gospel, the demon recognizes Jesus’ identity,
here calling Him “Son of the Most High God.” – ZECNT

T A K E  A  L O O K . . .

M A R K  5 : 1 - 2 0
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What happened to the man after he was delivered from the demons?
What is the response of the locals to this miracle? Does this surprise you?
Why would they want Jesus to leave?
Why does Jesus not allow the man to follow Him?
What commission is given to this man from Jesus?
What happened as a result?

Read Mark 5:14-20

W H A T  A B O U T  T H E  P I G S ?  
Ironically, both Jesus and Mark pass over the obvious plight of the swineherds without comment. As it

stands, the story directs undivided attention to the rescue of one man from a tragic and torturous fate.
Here perhaps is the essential moral of the miracle, surpassing even the dilemma of the loss of pigs. In the

eyes of Jesus, the rescue and restoration of one person is more important than vast capital assets.
Compared to the redemption of a human being, the loss of the swineherds, considerable though it is, does

not rate mentioning. -Edwards
 

The reaction of the townspeople is fear, the same response the disciples had in
the previous episode when Jesus calmed the sea. This is a normal response
when witnessing the awesome power of God. The only question is what will
they do with that fear: fall down before God to worship Him and offer their
service to Him (cf. Is 6:5), or seek to escape His presence? While the disciples
stay with Jesus (perhaps they were stuck in the boat!) , the townspeople beg
him to leave. - ZECNT

R E F L E C T  O N  T H E  R E S P O N S E

 
 

Many have discussed
why Jesus gave them
permission, since the

animals were
destroyed. However,

this is another
example of a miracle
that is a visual lesson.

The demons are
destructive: They

were destroying the
man. They destroyed
the pigs. They destroy
whatever they touch.
The point was to take

demonic influence
seriously, as well as
Jesus’ power over it
as a picture of the

larger battle for
human souls. There
would be no doubt

how the man’s
transformation had

taken place.
- Net Bible Notes
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The primary theme of this episode is the authority of Jesus as God’s agent
inaugurating the kingdom of God. While the previous episode
demonstrated his authority over the forces of nature, this one reveals that
same authority over the demonic realm. – ZECNT

The contrast between the man possessed and the man cured is sharp.
Freed of his demons, the man sits quietly, clothed, and in his right mind
(5:15). In the midst of a disorderly world alienated from God, Jesus brings
order, individuality, integration, and peace to a tormented personality.
Interpretation

M A I N  L E S S O N

W H Y  D I D
J E S U S  G I V E

T H E M
P E R M I S S I O N ?

What does this miracle teach us about who Christ is and what He can do?
What are some of the ways in which the world tries to solve spiritual and other
problems which result in consistent failure?
Notice that the enemy of God does everything to make this man’s life miserable. 

Jesus said in John 10:10 -  The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have
come so that they may have life, and may have it abundantly. NET  

Application



Pray for those in spiritual darkness in our city that they would discover the freedom and
transformation that comes through Jesus Christ.
Thank God for what He has done in your life.
Pray for opportunities to share what God has done in your life with the people in your sphere of
influence.

P R A Y E R

Notice the difference – the before and after of this man as a result of discovering Jesus. Have you experienced the
difference in your own life? What should change in our lives when we experience the soul revolution that Jesus
Christ alone can bring?
The locals didn’t want to explore the reality of Jesus any deeper. They simply wanted Him to leave their region (vs.
17). What soil would they represent from the parable of Jesus in Mark 4? Have you ever had this response from
people when you try to share Jesus?
Why don’t miracles automatically make people have faith in Jesus?
The man wanted to go with Jesus. This is admirable and commendable, but Jesus redirects him to reach out to
his home and his people and witness about what the Lord had done for him. Take some time to write a brief
testimony about what the Lord has done for you and ask God for an opportunity to share that this week
somewhere with someone who needs to hear it.

Application
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Jesus has absolute authority in the spiritual realm. Even this man, whose
bondage was so awful that no one could help him, found freedom and

deliverance through Jesus Christ, the Son of God. A transformed life – a life
which has been touched at the soul level by Jesus – is a life story that should
be told and retold to others. If you have experienced the soul revolution and
transformation through Jesus Christ, you too have a story to tell to help and

encourage others to find Jesus in their own lives.
 

C O N C L U S I O N


