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DISCOVERING JESUS IN THE GOSPEL OF MARK

M A R K

1 : 1 - 1 3

C o n t e x t
Mark is the shortest Gospel in the New Testament. It presents Jesus as the Servant of
God who is the Messiah. Two primary questions are in Mark’s view as he writes:
Who is Jesus?
What does it mean to follow Jesus “in the way”?
Most likely, Mark wrote to the church in Rome who was facing significant persecution as
followers of Jesus, possibly during the reign of Nero. Mark’s gospel was written to
encourage them concerning the incomparable nature of Christ – they are following the
right person. In addition Mark’s gospel is an encouragement to accept the path of
suffering as a component of following Jesus. The “way” is not easy nor trouble free and
you can expect opposition - just as Jesus did in His time on this earth - but with Jesus
you are always on the side of victory!

BEFORE
STEPPING
INTO GOD'S
WORD...

Take a moment of
quiet prayer and ask
for God to show you
Jesus in a fresh and
powerful way as you
read and study the
Gospel of Mark.
Invite God to bring

R e a d

these truths deep into

Mark 1:1-8

transforming power as

How is Jesus introduced to us in verse 1?
How did God set the stage for Jesus to begin His ministry?
What two components do we see in these first few verses of Mark’s Gospel?
How is God using John the Baptist to get things ready for Jesus?
What response is God looking for from people in anticipation of the Messiah?
How does John rate his own importance in comparison to the One who is coming after him?

your soul and work His
you discover Jesus
through the power of
His Holy Spirit
working in you and
through His Word.

A p p l y
John the Baptist played a secondary role in the gospel and he knew it. Jesus was the focus and His ministry was
essential and more significant than John’s.
How hard is it for you to put the interests of Jesus and His Kingdom before your own?
John chose a simple, ascetic lifestyle. There were no frills in the way he lived. As a result, he earned the respect of
those he was ministering to.
Is there any way we as the followers of Jesus Christ can live distinctive lives that demonstrate our allegiance to Christ
and hopefully earn the respect of those we are sharing Christ with?
How effective is our witness when our lives are the same as those who don’t follow Christ?
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R e a d

REPENTANCE

Mark 1:9-13
Why do you think Jesus was baptized?
Unlike the crowds that John was baptizing, Jesus did not have any sins to confess or
need of repentance so why would he do this?
What happened when Jesus came out of the water? What is the significance of these
details? [vv. 10-11]
Who is mentioned as being present in that moment?
What is the surprising element of verse 12?
Why is the Spirit driving Jesus into the wilderness?
Mark’s account of the temptation is brief and concise. Matthew and Luke include the specifics of
the temptations. However, for Mark these details are not necessary for his purpose.

Repentance
in the
Bible is
returning
to God,
reorienting
one’s life
in
submission
to Him.
– Strauss
ZECNT]

Mark wants us to know that the “way” of Jesus involves temptation and trial and that God can
and does lead us into these situations –but His care and protection is there when we do face these
circumstances in our own lives.

THE TRINITY

A p p l y
What do these verses show us about Jesus?
How can Jesus’ victory in the wilderness encourage you in
your current situation?
What part of your soul was encouraged or challenged in
this beginning section of the gospel of Mark?
Is there any change you need to make in order to follow
Jesus Christ fully in your own heart today as you prayed
through and studied this text?

C l o s i n g

T h o u g h t s

The baptism of Jesus marks the beginning or inauguration of
His ministry. Jesus is affirmed by His Father in Heaven and
the Spirit falls upon Him in a visible way.
Clearly, He is not alone in His ministry upon this earth. As the
followers of Jesus, we are not alone in our journey and time on
this earth. We have the Holy Spirit, we are following Jesus, the
Father is watching over us. We can accomplish His will even in
the midst of trials and temptations. But it starts from the
inside, a soul revolution, as we follow and surrender our lives
and hearts to Jesus.

In Mark 1:10-11, the doctrine of the Trinity is seen
in action. Jesus (the Son of God) is coming out of the
water; the Spirit is descending on Him like a dove
(the Holy Spirit) and in verse 11, the a voice speaks
from heave (God the Father) and affirms that this is
His Son, whom he loves and declares His delight in
Him. All three members of the Godhead are present
in the baptism of Jesus.

When contemplating the nature of God, there is
always a mysterious element which ultimately
leads us to worship God humbly, because we will
never fully comprehend God.

But, we can affirm the content which the Bible
presents as truth related to the character and
nature of God such as the trinitarian presence at

"True service for God is the result of the
enjoyment of our sonship. A deeper realization
and enjoyment of our sonship will be followed
by more obedient and constant service."
– Gaebelein

the baptism of Christ. Clearly the mention of the
full participation of the Godhead in the baptism of
Jesus would indicate that this marks a significant
point in the plan of God for salvation.

