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Numbers 21
As the Israelites move closer to the promised land they face another wilderness test and fail.
Fortunately, this time their response is different and God uses this opportunity to teach them a lesson
in faith.

Where are you currently focused on in your life?
What would you like to see changed or different in your current circumstances?
How has God led you through this season of wilderness thus far? 
Where have you seen His hand of provision and protection?
How has He demonstrated His presence with you through this wilderness?

“lifted up” - The Greek verb for ‘lifted up’
(hypsoō) in its four occurrences in this
Gospel (cf. 8:28; 12:32, 34) always
combines the notions of being physically
lifted up on the cross, with the notion of
exaltation – Carson

“eternal life.” - The important thing about
eternal life is not its quantity but its
quality…Eternal life is life in Christ, that
life which removes a person from the
merely earthly.  -Morris
How would looking to Jesus alter your
perspective on your current situation
in ife? 
Do you know anyone who needs help
right now? How could Jesus help
them?
Have you shared Jesus with them?
Spend time right now praying for
those in your ife who need the hope
and certainty that Jesus provides.

Jesus references this passage in John 3
when He is talking with Nicodemus. 

Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the
wilderness, so must the Son of Man be
lifted up, 3:15 so that everyone who
believes in him may have eternal life.”  
 John 3:14

 
How was Jesus lifted up in John’s gospel?

 
What is the appropriate response to Jesus
Christ according to verse 15?

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Read
Numbers 21:1-9

What lesson could the Israelites take from the experience of engagement in verses 1-3?
What happened in verse 4 to set the tone for this passage?
What do the words of verse 5 reveal to us about the hearts and perspectives of the Israelites in
this section of their wilderness journey?
How did God respond to their complaints?
What does verse 7 reveal about the Israelites that is new?
How did God make provision for the Israelites in verses 8-9?
What was required in order to be healed if you were bit by a snake?

How has impatience snuck up in your life during your COVID wilderness?
How have repentance and confession of sin helped you in your own life journey? 
When you step off the path of obedience and faith, there is always a way back with God. Is there
anything you need to repent of or confess at this point in your wilderness journey?

 

Apply

 
Did You Know?
The verb translated “look” (rāʾâ) in verse 8 often carries with it the idea to see with belief or
understanding, and it is to be so interpreted in this context. (New American Commentary)
 
 



MOVING THROUGH: FOLLOWING GOD IN THE WILDERNESS PAGE 2  OF  2

Lessons
"In Jewish thought, as well as in the case of
Jesus’ sacrificial death, the cure for the problem
afflicting humanity, and thus the means of
humanity’s ascent, is faith in the provision of
God. In the former instance God’s provision was
the lifting up of the serpent; in the latter it is
the lifting up of the Son of Man." 
-Review and Expositor
 
“the people became impatient…” Numbers 21:5
Having a “short soul”, indeed, really means
more than being impatient, it means being
thoroughly discouraged. The people were
depressed and cheerless." 
-Riggans

Serpents in the Bible
Deception + Trickery
"We are introduced to the serpent in Genesis 3 where the serpent tempts Eve in
the Garden of Eden. Clearly Satan is speaking through this animal to lead
Adam and Eve away from God and from obedience to His will. The serpent
raised the question of God’s goodness and reliability to Adam and Eve and they
fell prey to his deception and trickery. [Gen. 3:1,2,4,13,14]. In Exodus where
there is a confrontation between Moses and Pharoah, the serpent likely
symbolized Egypt and its gods. [Ex 4:3, 7:9, 10, 15] In this episode the power of
God triumphs over the power of the gods of Egypt. The serpents are seen here in
Numbers to be a judgment upon Israel that reveals and symbolizes their sin."
Brazos Commentary
 
"The confrontation between Moses and Pharaoh, in which the serpent of God
devoured the Egyptians’ serpents, sent a powerful theological message about
the superiority of Yahweh (Exod 7:8– 13). Yahweh—not Pharaoh—had power
over the natural and divine worlds and the authority to dispense or withhold
judgment or mercy. He was truly God; pharaoh was an amateur magician.
Some of these messages are conveyed in both Numbers 21 and John 3:14–15.
First, Yahweh was not a God with whom to trifle. He could punish
faithlessness by commanding the forces of nature—sending venomous serpents
against the Israelites. But He also had the power to reverse the effects, offering
His divine healing through a bronze serpent. Healing came with one condition:
The Israelites had to exercise faith in the offer.  Jesus’ use of this test of the
“obedience of faith” creates a fitting analogy to His own destiny. Death, the
natural world’s most consuming force, would be reversed for all who looked to
Jesus, raised up on the pole of the cross—if only the afflicted would believe."
Heiser, Bible Study Magazine
 
"When anyone who is bitten looks at it he will live. – Num 21:8 The Israelites
act of turning and looking at the bronze serpent thus takes on deeper meaning
when God tells Moses that “everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live”
(21:8). The act of turning and looking at a symbol recognized as a symbol of
their sin and God’s judgment on them amounts to a confession or
acknowledgement of their sin. Furthermore, turning to this symbol of sin and
judgment in order to live required faith in God, in God’s mercy and desire for
their good. Such an act was tantamount to a re-commitment to God’s way,
even if it involved the difficulties and purgative trials they had been
experiencing."  – Brazos Commentary
 
 
 
 

 

"Faith is a personal and individual
experience. Each one who is conscious of
sin, who confesses his helplessness, who
turns to Christ in simple trust, will find
the poison of sin arrested and will
receive in its place an infusion of divine
power and will enter on a new life
which is the life “more abundant,”
which is “life indeed.”  - Eerdman


