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A Hard Lesson
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Numbers 20
Numbers 20 is hard chapter in the book of Numbers. It presents a great failure on the part of Moses and Aaron
that had costly ramifications for them.
The timeline for this chapter is near the end of the 40 years of wandering in the wilderness. They are once again
approaching the border of the promised land and ready to resume their objective of realizing the full blessing of God
for the nation as they prepare to possess the land of promise.

"The main reason, though, that
God judged Moses and kept him
out of the Promised Land was
this: he exalted himself and failed
to glorify God. In calling the
people “rebels” and in saying,
“Must we [Aaronand I] fetch you
water out of this rock?” (v. 10)
Moses was not giving God the
glory due His Name. It was an
evidence of pride and unbelief (v.
12)."  - Wiersbe
 
God meets us even in our
failures and does not give up
on us. Despite the
consequences for Moses in this
incident, he was still able to
experience God’s leading and
be an instrumental and
effective leader for God’s
people. Like the cowboy who is
bucked off his horse, we need
to get back into the saddle and
keep on riding when we fall
down. God is not finished with
you yet, so keep moving up
and out in new life in Jesus
Christ.
 
 
 
 
 

 

Read
Numbers 20:1-13

What was the problem in verses 2-5?
Where were they wrong in their evaluation of their situation?
What key truths had they forgot in their complaining?

What are the greatest needs and challenges you face today?
Is there an area in your life right now where you may not have an accurate perception of reality? 
Think through your life and recall how God has been faithful to you and taken care of you: spend time in praise and thanksgiving.

What is the significance of falling face down before God?
What were they commanded to do?
What is the promise in these verses?

What is your first reaction when faced with challenges? 
Have you considered prayer and coming to God first like Moses and Aaron an alternative course of action?
God cares for their needs and makes provision for them. You can have that same confidence in seeking God for your needs as well.

How does the actions and words of Moses in verse 10-11 compare with the command in verse 8? What did he do
differently?
What was wrong about the speech of Moses in verse 10?
What is God’s evaluation of their actions? What are the ultimate consequences for what they did here?
What was God ultimately wanting to communicate to the community (13)?
Read Numbers 20:24 – how does this describe their actions as sinful? Read Numbers 27:14. How does this verse describe
their actions?

How are you tempted to take matters into your own hands when facing difficult situations?
Moses failed to obey God’s direction in this circumstance. Is there any area of your life where you have stepped outside of His
Word and His will?
God’s reputation and holiness is a significant aspect of this story. How does your life demonstrate the holiness of God?

Numbers 20:1-5

Apply

 
Numbers 20:6-9

Apply

 
Numbers 20:10-13

Apply



Dig Deeper
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Water from a Rock
Exodus 17:1-7
40 years earlier they had also faced the same
situation where they needed water and the
circumstances are remarkably similar.
However, in that situation Moses was
commanded to strike the rock and water would
come out.
 
 Just as Moses struck the Nile earlier and it
brought death to the Egyptians, here Moses
struck the rock and it brought life to Israel.
 
God in Exodus 17 is pictured standing on the rock
as an affirmation to Moses and to the people of
His power, His presence and His provision.

Show Me as Holy
NET Bible Notes
"Using the basic meaning of the word ָקַדׁש (qadash, “to be separate,
distinct, set apart”), we can understand better what Moses failed to
do. He was supposed to have acted in a way that would have shown
God to be distinct, different, holy. Instead, he gave the impression
that God was capricious and hostile—very human. The leader has to
be aware of what image he is conveying to the people."

Trust in Me Enough
Four Thoughts

"Using the basic meaning of the word ָקַדׁש  (qadash, “to
be separate,  distinct,  set apart”),  we can understand
better what Moses failed to do.  He was supposed to have
acted in a way that would have shown God to be distinct,
different,  holy.  Instead, he gave the impression that God
was capricious and hostile—very human. The leader has
to be aware of what image he is  conveying to the people."   
-NET Bible Notes
 To trust is  Yahweh means basically to find that He is
worthy of reliance.   -Ashley
 That Moses "did not trust in me enough to honor me as
holy" means that he had let the Lord down by his rash
unfaithfulness and obstinate attitude toward the Lord
and His people."   -Cole
The same Hebrew phrase characterized the sin of the
Israelites in the spy story in Numbers 14:11;  the Israelites
did not trust in God’s power to do what God promised,
namely,  to bring them into the promised land. Not only is
the verb the same, “did not trust [believe in],”  but the
punishment in both Numbers 14 and 20 is  the same: the
Israelites and now also their leaders,  Moses and Aaron,
will  die outside the promised land. Thus,  the sin involved
in both cases is  likely to be similar—a public failure to
trust God to fulfill  God’s word. -Olson
 

 
 

Read 1 Corinthians 10:1-12 and see how this story is
referenced in the New Testament.

 
"Yet these verses stand as a reminder of the holiness of
God and the sinfulness of men (cf. 1 Cor 10:4-12), and the
need for faithful obedience (Heb 3:6-4:13). In Jesus there is
one through whom we can receive ‘rivers of living water’
(Jn 7:38; cf. 4:10-15) enabling us to enter the rest
promised to the people of God (Heb 4). – Wenham

 
 

Faith is the correct response to
God’s word, 

whether it is a word of promise or a
word of command. 

– Wenham


