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One Way: God's Way
In the midst of their wilderness wandering, the Israelites
found the time to compare, complain and cause trouble.
Downtime can be good, but it can also be dangerous. There
were obviously some “closed-flap” meetings going on in the
camp of Israel as they moved into the wilderness. Envy and
jealousy spread like cancer among some of the leaders in
the camp. Negativity and selfishness grew in their hearts
and they murmured to one another. The result would be
disastrous. Numbers 16-17 shows us what happens when we
mess with God’s plan and with His leaders.

The Priesthood was limited to Aaron and his descendants. Their
whole life was dedicated to God and to worship. They had to
maintain a standard of purity and holiness that was difficult and
costly. They would spend the majority of their life in thetabernacle
overseeing the sacrificial offerings and rituals throughout the year.
God had designed the system of worship to teach the Israelites
about His holiness and their sinfulness. It prepared them
ultimately for Jesus in whom we have a perfect High Priest and
Intermediary.

There were two altars located in the tabernacle. One was larger and
used for sacrifices and burnt offerings and the other was a smaller
one placed in the holy place to burn incense before the veil. [see
Exodus 27] Fire from the altar represented the sacrifice of
atonement for sin that was regularly being offering there.

Only priests were allowed to offer incense and the smoke and scent
which came from the precious and valuable mix of resins and spices
covered the smell of the animal sacrifices and symbolically
represented prayer rising to God. In this incident , Aaron acts
intentionally as the High Priest to intercede and mediate between
sinful people and the LORD who is Holy.

The Levites were chosen by God as priests and ministers in the
tabernacle. The Priestly functions would be handled exclusively by
Aaron and his descendants. The remainder of the Levites were
responsible for assisting the priests and taking care of a
transporting the tabernacle. There were three clans within the
Levites: Kohath, Gershon, and Merari. Each of these families had
particular responsibilities with respect to the care and transport of
the tabernacle. The sons of Kohath (of which Korah in this story was
part) were tasked with the care and transport of the tabernacle
furnishings. Of the three branches of Levitical service, the
Kohathites had the most privileged service. Gershon took care of
the coverings and screens of the tabernacle and Merari carried and
assembled the tabernacle frame. Despite their privileged service in
the tabernacle and taking care of the furnishings, they were jealous
of Aaron and his position as the High Priest.

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Read
Numbers 16 & 17

What was so insidious about Korah making this complaint [vv.8-10] ?
What were Dathan and Abiram implying and communicating in their
response to Moses in verses 12-14?

What really stands out to you in this story?
What should the people have learned from this incident?

How did God want this event to be remembered?
What is remarkable about the response of Moses and Levi in this
situation?
How does 16:47-48 speak to the leadership of Aaron and Moses in this
situation?

How did God ultimately determine who He has chosen to be the
priests in Israel?
What does the final verse of this chapter teach us about the faith of
the Israelites in this situation?

Numbers 16: 1-17
Who would ultimately determine the leadership question for the camp
and how would this happen?

Numbers 16:17-35

Numbers 16:36-50

Numbers 17:1-12



All About Leadership
God uses leadership to accomplish His plans and purposes.
In the Bible, God calls, empowers and deploys leaders throughout history to
continue and advance His Kingdom. 
God clearly affirmed the leadership of Moses and Aaron. Each of them
had distinct roles and responsibilities. This story reminds us not to mess
with God’s plan or His leaders. When leaders are walking in humility
with God, and following God’s directives, it our responsibility to walk
with them and under them. 
The Bible also records leaders who failed and lacked integrity. In these
cases, God ultimately dealt with them and removed them from
leadership. The Israelites always got into trouble when they failed to
submit to God and to the leadership He placed over them. God uses each
of us in unique ways. We all are given something from God and are
placed within His church to serve out of our gifts, abilities, callings and
life experiences. 
Numbers 16-17 reminds us to be content in the place which God has
called us and not to compare ourselves to others or to desire power or
position for the sake of our own egos.

It  is  easy to become self-absorbed in times of wilderness and
wandering.
Selfishness is  the root of  sin and will  lead us to rebel against God
and His ways,  His plans,  and His leadership.  When we are selfish
we can often distort  the truth in our situations.
God’s way is  the best way and His will  always prevails  – so it  is  in
our best interest to follow God and submit to his  leadership,
plans,  and purposes.
Jesus is  God’s Intermediary between sinful  people and the Holy
God. 

F o r  t h e r e  i s  o n e  G o d  a n d  o n e  i n t e r m e d i a r y  b e t w e e n  G o d  a n d
h u m a n i t y ,  C h r i s t  J e s u s ,  h i m s e l f  h u m a n ,  w h o  g a v e  h i m s e l f  a s  a
r a n s o m  f o r  a l l ,  r e v e a l i n g  G o d ’ s  p u r p o s e  a t  h i s  a p p o i n t e d  t i m e .  

TAKE HOME TRUTHS
1.

2.

3.

4.

1  Timothy 2:5-6

| Soul Check |
How do you feel right now in the midst of your own
personal wilderness? Are you aware of your thoughts
and how those can affect your behavior?

Have you found yourself comparing your situation
with others? Have you been envious or jealous of what
others have or the positions which they hold?

What areas of your life has God been pruning? What
habits is He addressing in your life that you need to
change? How are you making those changes?

Is complaining, criticism and negativity a regular
habit in your life? Do you look for people with whom
you can commensurate with and be negative? What
are some steps you can take to change this pattern
right now?

Have you ever been involved with sedition, rebellion,
insubordination, or mutiny in a work setting, church
setting or community setting? Is God asking for you to
go back and mend some fences and seek forgiveness
for past sins?
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So Who Was Reuben?

Later in Genesis, Reuben’s character seems to have
turned around and he objected to the plot to kill Joseph
in Genesis 37. 
Reuben also recognized the sin of the brothers against
Joseph in Genesis 42:2 and guarantees the safety of his
brother Benjamin at immense risk to his own family
(Gen. 43:37). 
Yet when Jacob is blessing his children before he dies,
Reuben is declared unstable and his birthright forfeited
(Genesis 49:3-4). 
It may be out of this context that Dathan and Abiram
are seeking leadership and status in Numbers 16. As
leaders from the “firstborn” tribe they may have felt like
they should have more preeminence in the camp.

Reuben was the firstborn son born to Jacob and his wife
Leah. Normally in the Old Testament, the firstborn was a
position of honor and leadership in the family. However, in
Genesis 35:22 Reuben had relations with his father’s
concubine Bilhah. 


