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   8:15 a.m. | Sanctuary 

   8:15 a.m. | Fellowship Center 

   9:30 a.m. | Fellowship Center 

 11:00 a.m. | Fellowship Center 
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2019 Harvest of Talents for World Hunger 
Saturday, October 26, Lincoln Christian Church 

Doors open at 7:00 a.m. | Auction at 2:00 p.m. 

www.harvestoftalents.org 
  

Celebration Service 
Sunday, October 27   10:00 a.m. 

Lincoln Christian University Chapel 
  



I’m not perfect. I know I probably just burst a lot of 

bubbles. But I’m in pretty good company right? 

You’re not perfect either, but there is good news. 

God loves us like we are perfect. Because of Jesus, 

when God looks on us He sees Jesus instead of all 

our imperfections. Yet, we all know we’re far from 

perfect. We all fail sometimes. 

          You may remember an Olympian named Dan 

Jensen. Jenson was a world class speed skater back 

in the ‘80s and ‘90s and was America’s greatest 

chance for a gold medal in speed skating. 

However, he was so fast and pushed himself so hard 

that he often slipped and lost control, struggling 

through years of heartbreak defeats. He went as 

USA’s best skater to four different winter games. 
 

1984 Jenson was only 18 years old and entered 

 into only one race when he slipped on the 

 ice and lost by 1 second. 

1988 He was the world record holder and was 

 expected to win. However, news of his 

 sister’s  death was given to him just before 

 the race; he lost control, crashed into the 

 wall and lost. Two days later, in another 

 race, he did the same thing. 

1992 Same story as above; 1988 all over again. 

1994 In the 500-meter race, Jenson lost control, 

 slipped on the ice and had to put his hand 

 down to steady himself. He regained control 

 but still lost by one second. His final chance 

 to win a gold medal came in the 1000-meter 

 race. Again he slipped, but was able to 

 regain  control and finally went on to win the 

 gold medal. 
 

Jenson had all the talent, all the ability, all the 

training to do exactly what he set out to do. There 

was one big problem though . . . he kept falling. He 

kept slipping. He kept failing! This is the condition of 

everyone! We know what the right thing is to do but 

we will fail to do it. We will slip, we will fall, and we 

will fail! 

          The Apostle Paul felt what we’re feeling too. 

We have little difficulty believing that we struggle 

with sin or that others struggled, but Paul too? 

Somehow, we want to believe the great Apostle 

was above it all. And yet, in Romans 7, Paul shares 

that he too struggled and was far from perfect.  

Ron Otto 

Preaching Minister 

“I know I am rotten through and through so far 

as my old sinful nature is concerned. No 

matter which way I turn I can’t make myself 

do right. I want to but I can’t. When I want to 

do good, I don’t; and when I try not to do 

wrong, I do it anyway. Now if I am doing what 

I don’t want to, it is plain where the trouble is: 

sin still has me in its evil grasp.” 

    Romans 7:18–20 

          Isn’t this is such bad news? I mean, if Paul 

couldn’t even get this life in perfect shape, what 

hope do I have? But Paul does come to the right 

answer. There is Hope! “So there is now no 

condemnation awaiting those who belong to 

Christ Jesus” (Romans 8:1). Daily failure does not 

mean eternal failure.  

          Here’s the big difference between a pig and 

a prodigal like us. Take the pig out of the pigpen, 

wash him in a bubble bath, spray him with 

cologne, put a ribbon on his head and a bow on 

his tail and watch what happens the first time he 

sees some mud. The pig will run straight for it and 

wallow in it with joy. The prodigal on the other 

hand, although he might foolishly find himself in 

the mud from time to time will not be comfortable 

there. Eventually, he’ll come to his senses and say, 

“Get me out of here. I don’t belong here.” That’s 

what we all need to do too. 

          Yes, I’m not perfect. But in Jesus, there is 

NOW no condemnation. Because of Jesus, God 

loves me just as if I was perfect.  

 

 

 

Current Sermon Series: 

Oct 6       Imperfect Ambition  Paul 

Oct 13       Imperfect Lifestyle  Solomon 

Oct 20       Imperfect You and Me Rev 2:17 

Oct 27       Harvest of Talents Celebration Sunday 



 

One of the phrases that you will hear us use at 

Lincoln Christian Church is “Becoming a Four:19 

Disciple.” What we mean is that we want to fulfill 

what Jesus said in Matthew 4:19, “Come, follow 

me, and I will make you fishers of men.” Jesus 

wants us to follow him, so that he can change us 

to be more like him, so that we can join him on his 

mission. Join us, as together we all take next 

spiritual steps. 
 

Financial Peace University returns to Lincoln 

Christian Church in January 2020. If your finances 

have been waiting for help, this is the time! To be 

notified when registration opens or for more info 

visit: www.lincolnchristianchurch.org/fpu. 

 
Adult Sunday School 
A great first place to connect with new friends 

and to learn the Bible is one of our seven adult 

Sunday School Classes. We have classes for all 

adults at every stage of life. For more info stop by 

the Welcome Center or visit us online at 

www.lincolnchristianchurch.org/connect. 

 

 

 

Brandon Boyd 

Minister of  

Adult Discipleship 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Men On Fire 
Join with other men as they study ways to apply 

the powerful truths of the Bible to daily life. Join Tim 

Becke and Todd Henry as they tag team teach 

from New York Times best-selling author and 

worldwide speaker, Stephen Mansfield’s book, 

Manfield’s Book of Manly Men. For more 

information, you can contact Tim Becke at 

tim@menonfire.org for details. Men on Fire meets 

each Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Join us for a six-week study on the “Snapshots from 

the Early Church” led by LCU professor Dr. Brian 

Messner. Brian is a gifted scholar and will help us 

understand and how the early Christians 

worshiped and what challenges they faced in 

living as a Christian in their world. You will know 

and experience God more deeply and personally 

through this series. This study meets Wednesdays at 

6:30 p.m. through October 9. No registration 

necessary. 

 
Next Steps Website 
For the latest information on the adult discipleship 

ministry, check out the website:   

www.lincolnchristianchurch.org/next. 



Zach Ramsey 

Student Minister 

 

 

 
Student Ministry Website: 
lccstudents.com 

 

 
 

Important Info About Our Texts! 

For Jr. High, text 

jhfuel to 97000 

For High School, text 

thegathering to 97000 
 

You will receive text messages from Lincoln Christian Church. 

No purchase necessary. Message & data rates may apply. 

Messages frequency varies. Reply STOP to stop, HELP for help. 

Terms: http://97000.co/t. Privacy policy: http://97000.co/p. 
 

 

5th Grade Bash 

Join us Friday, October 4, from 6:00–8:00 p.m. for a 

great night of games, dodgeball, and food! Only 

$5 at the door. 

 

Post – High School 

We will have Post2 for 2 hours after The Gathering 

Sunday, October 13! We will play some games, 

hang out, and a few surprises. Sophomores bring 

drinks and snacks for all. 

 

Jr. High Fall Retreat | 7th–8th Graders 

The retreat is filling up! Sign up ASAP! October18–

20 at Little Galilee, we will have small group time, 

group games, capture the flag and tons more! The 

point of the retreat is to get away from the 

distractions in life and focus on God. Sign up at the 

Student Info Desk. Retreat costs $40 for everything! 

 

Mission Dominican Team Meeting 

Our first team meeting will 

be Monday, November 18 

at 7:00 p.m. in Rooms 15/16.  

 

Welcome to the team! 

We are excited to welcome Joey McCauley, 

Caitlin Otey, and Lizzy Smith to the Student Ministry 

Team! Joey and Lizzy are our Quest Coordinators, 

and Caitlin is our High School Associate. All three 

are currently studying at Lincoln Christian 

University. 

 

Harvest of Talents for Students! 

We encourage all 5th–12th grade students to get 

involved in the Harvest of Talents. Maybe you 

have a talent that you would like to share. If not 

that's fine, the Harvest always needs help with set 

up and tear down or you could run/walk the 5k! 

There are countless ways to get involved. One of 

the best ways is to go up to an adult who has 

been serving for years and ask them if you can be 

their apprentice. Learn from them. Help them. You 

will learn the reason for the harvest, which isn’t the 

gifts or the money, its feeding hungry people 

around the world for Jesus! How cool is that?! 

Contact Bethany Henry if you would like to get 

involved. 

 

Hey Juniors and 

Seniors! Check out 

LCU’s LEAP Program! 

Lincoln Christian 

University’s Early 

Achievement 

Program (LEAP) is a 

great opportunity 

for high school juniors and seniors to get a 

practical and affordable jump on their college 

education. Through the LEAP dual enrollment 

program, students have the opportunity to enroll 

and receive credit for college courses while still in 

high school at a discounted rate. Begin your 

college journey now by enrolling in LCU classes 

either on campus or online! For more info, go to 

https://www.lincolnchristian.edu/academics/

programs. Seriously! You should check out this 

program! 

Students   Parents 

WELCOME  



 

 

SPECIAL EVENT!! 
  

WEDNESDAY, 

OCTOBER 16 

6:30–7:45 p.m.  
 

DON’T MISS IT! 
  

The Decatur Mobile Zoo will be here!  

That’s right! On Wednesday, October 16, we are 

hosting a special event at Kids Club! The Decatur 

Mobile Zoo will be bringing some animals to share 

with our kids. Our theme this fall is “At the Zoo”, 

and we’ve been learning about the 

characteristics of some of the animals God 

created, and about some encounters people in 

the Bible had with those animals! Recently, we 

learned how Daniel trusted God and didn’t have 

to fear as he faced a den of lions. In the same 

way, we can trust God to be with us when we are 

afraid! 

          So kids if you haven’t made it to Kids Club 

yet this fall, it’s not too late! Come and join us 

soon! We have a spot for you!  
  
 

Sunday, October 20 

KIDS SINGING IN 

CHURCH 
Our kids will be singing in 

Church on October 20. (This 

includes kids who attend Kids 

Worship, Sunday School and Kids Club; 3 year old 

class through fourth graders. They will be singing in 

all services that day. Kids need to arrive by 8:30 

a.m. and we will finish by shortly after 11:00 a.m. 

  

 

Saturday, October 26 

HARVEST OF TALENTS DAY 
Kids, make sure to join us Saturday 

morning, October 26. There will be 

crafts for you to make and you 

can help make a special project 

for the HOT auction. We can help 

feed kids around the world through 

the gift we make that day! 

 

KIDS WORSHIP — October 2019 
Schooner Island 
How did you first come to know 
Jesus? For some, perhaps you 
came to know Him from the 
influence of godly parents, 
for others perhaps an 
encounter at VBS, or maybe 
you know Jesus because a co
-worker shared their faith with 
you at work. However, whenever it 
happened, someone you know took seriously 
Jesus’ instruction to go to the Harvest Field and 
make disciples. The gospel story is Good News to 
be shared and it is the job of each of us to do just 
that. During the month of October, in Kids Worship, 
we will be looking at how different people in the 
Bible spread that Good News and learn how we 
can continue to share it today! Our focus for the 
month is “Sharing Our Faith.” 1 Peter 3:15 is our key 
verse: “If someone asks you about your Christian 
hope, always be ready to explain it.” 

          If you would like to review this month’s series 
with your child, the titles, texts and themes (in 
italics) are listed below.   

  

 Jesus Sends Out the Disciples. Matthew 9:35–

10:8; 28:19–20. We boldly tell about Jesus. 

 Peter and John Before the Council. Acts 4:1–14. 
We help others know Jesus.   

 Run the Race With Endurance. Hebrews 12:1–

13. We live for Jesus. 

 Paul Brings Eutychus Back to Life. Acts 20:7–12.  
God uses us to do amazing things. 

 

 

We have a couple of openings in 

our 4 year old Monday-Thursday 

Preschool class. If you know 

someone who might be looking 

for preschool openings please 

have them call 217.732.7618 and 

ask for Jenni or email 

jenni.godfrey@lincolnchristianchurch.org. 

Marcia Wells 

Children’s Minister 



Laurin Hill 

Worship Minister 

It’s Time to Sing! 
Special Event Worship Choirs for the Harvest of  

Talents Worship Service and Celebrate! Christmas 

2019 are being formed. These special event 

worship choirs provide a way for you to sing with a 

shorter commitment time. The goal is to combine 

the Sanctuary Choir, Fellowship Center vocalists, 

other adults who sing and our students from Good 

News and HeartSong together for a multi-

generational dynamic worship leading ensemble!    

          Here is how it works. The 

Harvest of Talents Worship 

Choir is for our combined 

worship service at Lincoln 

Christian University’s chapel 

on Sunday morning, October 27. For the Harvest of 

Talents Worship Choir, there are rehearsals on 

Sundays or Wednesdays for you to choose one 

rehearsal to attend. 

 Sun, Oct 13       @   5:00–5:30 or 6:00–6:30 p.m. 

 Wed, Oct 16     @   6:30–7:00 p.m. 

 Sun, Oct 20       @   5:00–5:30 or 6:00–6:30 p.m. 

 Wed, Oct 23     @   6:30–7:00 p.m. 

          You’ll have a CD to continue your 

preparation. It’s quite an experience to join 90+ 

friends of all ages to lead more than 1,000 people 

in worship at the LCU chapel! 

          The second opportunity is to sing with the 

Celebrate! Christmas Worship Choir. Celebrate! 

Christmas 2019 is Saturday, December 14, with two 

concerts at 2:00 and 6:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary. 

These rehearsals are on Sundays or Wednesdays 

and there are lots of choices. Attendance at any 

four of these rehearsals listed below through 

December 8, is critical in order to participate in 

Celebrate! Christmas 2019. Here’s the list so you 

can get them on your schedule now. 
  

 Sun, Nov 3      @   5:00–5:30 or 6:00–6:30 p.m. 

 Wed, Nov 6    @   6:30–7:00 p.m. 

 Sun, Nov 10    @   5:00–5:30 or 6:00–6:30 p.m. 

 Wed, Nov 13  @   6:30–7:00 p.m. 

 Sun, Nov 17    @   5:00–5:30 or 6:00–6:30 p.m. 

 Wed, Nov 20  @   6:30–7:00 p.m. 

 Wed, Dec 4    @   6:30–7:00 p.m. 

 Sun, Dec 8      @   5:00–5:30 or 6:00–6:30 p.m. 

 

 

 

Not optional rehearsals are: 

Wednesday, December 11 (DRESS REHEARSAL)    

6:30–9:00 p.m. 

Saturday, December 14 Celebrate! Christmas 

2:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. 

Sunday, December 15 in all three morning 

services in the Sanctuary (the first 25ish 

minutes of each service) 

Again, you’ll have the 

opportunity to have a CD to 

listen to. Please email Laurin 

to let him know of your 

interest in the Worship Choir 

opportunities at 

laurin.hill@lincolnchristianchurch.org. 

 

Christmas Decking the Hall – Get on 

Your Calendars Now! 
There will be two nights of decorating where a ton 

of people are needed to transform three key areas 

of our building into festiveness for Christmas.  

1) Deck the Hall (Part I) is Monday, December 2, 

from 5:00–9:00 p.m. where we will work on the 

Sanctuary, Family Room, and Fellowship 

Center :) Please bring a dish or goody to share 

and we will have a light meal to start with, then 

get to decking! 

2) Deck the Hall (Part II) is Monday, December 9, 

from 5:00–9:00 p.m. where we will set up the 

staging and decorate the second part of the 

Sanctuary in preparation for Celebrate! 

Christmas 2019. :) :) Again, bring a dish or 

goody to share to start with a light meal and 

then we will get going. 

3) UNDeck the Hall is Monday, January 6, from 

6:00–9:00 p.m. where we will put it all away. :( 

Please put these dates on your calendar to help 

make our building ready for the community to 

experience the hope and joy of the Christmas 

season! Many hands make light work! (Though 

some of it is heavy . . .) All children and students 

8th grade and younger must be accompanied by 

a parent! 
  

50th Year Reunion Concert 

for Good News is May 23–24, 

2020! All former GN students, sponsors, 

directors, and youth ministers, please 

go to lincolnchristianchurch.org/GN50 

to update your contact information, 

tell us when you were in GN, share 

memories, and keep up to date with 

all of the Reunion Concert details! 



Local Impact Highlight: 
Hospitality and LILIA Ministries 

 
1. Hospitality Ministry 

The Hospitality Ministry at LCC reaches out to help 

those in difficult times with a warm meal. For 

example, many of our opportunities to serve have 

come after a hospitalization, surgery or a 

birth. These crazy and sometimes unexpected 

times in our lives often leave families scrambling for 

food and finances, and that’s where we come in. 

Although many families in the church have support 

systems in place, this ministry seeks to help those 

families who are not already connected to an 

adult Sunday School class or a LifeGroup. The 

Hospitality Ministry has prepared meals for 

approximately 18 families since the beginning of 

2019. If you know of a family that is in need of a 

meal after having a surgery or being hospitalized, 

please contact the church office at 

217.732.7618. The office staff will get your request 

to the coordinator of the Hospitality Ministry. 

 

2. LILIA -  Local Impact Love in Action 

Church members can call the church office and 

request help with a physical task that they are not 

able to do and cannot afford to hire someone to 

help. The LILIA Team has helped with such things as 

cleaning gutters, washing windows, raking leaves, 

shoveling snow, trimming bushes, and cutting up 

fallen tree limbs. We do not offer transportation. 

Global Impact Highlight: 
Kuki Christian Mission: Dr. T. Lunkim 
 

Kuki Christian Mission, located in Manipur state, India, 

reports many leadership opportunities for various types 

of students. 

          In Assam state, 100 volunteers are being trained 

to teach summer Bible classes to children, patterned 

after our stateside Vacation Bible School programs. 

          Trinity English School in Assam enrolled 80 more 

students to help with evangelism in their area. Forty 

prospective candidates for the nursing program have 

begun their classes, which when finished, will raise the 

number of graduate nurses/midwives to . . . 40. 

          Trulock Seminary sponsored the 4th and final 

phase of a Leadership Training attended by 140 

women and men from various areas. The intensive 

classes took session from 7 a.m. to 9 p.m. and were 

taught by the seminary professors. A similar 

conference was held 

in the state of 

Nagaland. 

Participants were 

encouraged and 

challenged to share 

what they learned 

with their home 

churches. 

          The summer term of Trulock Seminary has now 

begun with 84 students. Please pray for these and all 

those training for various kinds of service. Pray for 

health, safety, wisdom, and guidance in light of 

governmental pressure insisting that all India must be 

Hindu. 

NEWS FOR THE FAMILY! 
New Members by Baptism: 
Arielle Rempe – 9/21/19 
 

New Members by Transfer: 
 
 

Sympathy & Prayers 
Don & Dianne Ruff at the passing of Dianne’s mother, Berneice Naffziger; Tim & Donna Becke at the passing of 

Tim’s father, Robert Becke; Pat Snyder and family at the passing of her brother, Tony Snyder; Roger & Jeannie 

Bakken and family at the passing of Roger’s father, Peter Bakken. 
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If all the churches in Lincoln had their high numbers for a Sunday morning, we’d have approximately 3000 

people in church. That leaves around 10,000 people who are not attending anywhere. Our 2019 

Generosity Campaign will be more evangelistic in nature than any time before! Our desire is to be a 

welcoming church. Our hope is to get excited about doing more with our ministry to lower the draw bridge 

for unbelievers to find their way to Jesus. Providing a comfortable worship experience with only us in mind 

where we leave happy each Sunday is easy—mission accomplished. But what about the lost? What about 

the unchurched? What about the 10,000 Reasons we have to keep the ministry of Lincoln Christian Church 

vibrant and exciting and outward focused. Our November sermon series will show us the importance of 

keeping our ministries reaching out.  

 
Nov 3  Come Dream with Us/10,000 Reasons 

Nov 10  A City on a Hill/Christ’s Vision for the Church/The Call of our Lives 

Nov 17  10-10-80/the best financial advice I ever received 

Nov 24  Sharing the Light/Commitment Sunday/The Power of our Giving 


