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Ron Otto
Preaching Minister

Hope Rising
John Carpenter was a contestant on the famous
old game show, Who Wants to be a Millionaire. The
show was then hosted by Regis Philbin and was very
popular. But the way John played the game was
about to be the talk at the water cooler for many
weeks. John went the entire game and didn’t use
any lifelines. That’s not as easy as it sounds. He had
finally made it to the million-dollar question which
was the following: “Which of these U.S. Presidents
appeared on the television series, Laugh In?” The
options were: A. Lyndon Johnson
B. Richard Nixon
C. Jimmy Carter
D. Gerald Ford?
At this point, John shocked the world by asking for a
lifeline—something he hadn't needed up to this
point, but he wanted a chance to call his dad.
What happened next goes down as one of
the greatest moments in game show history. The call
was made to John’s father and he was given just a
minute to talk and ask his question. John said this,
“Dad . . . I don’t really need any help . . . I just
wanted to tell you I just won a million dollars.” The
audience went crazy with laughter and applause
and cheers!
John knew the answer all along. He wanted
his father to be the first to know the good news.
Lifelines are great idea, but sometimes we forget
they can be used both in the good times and the
bad.
There is another million dollar question,
however, that deserves an answer as well: Where
does our hope come from? Do you need to phone
a friend? Just about every psychologist out there will
tell you that hope is extremely important, but its not
something they can write you a prescription for.
God knew we would need hope to be healthy. And
Jesus knew he was the spring of all hope when he
said, “Come to me, all you who are weary and
burdened, and I will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28).
Anyone can find it and everyone is welcomed to
come and get it.
In Psalm 42:5, David is arguing with himself
regarding hope, “Why are you cast down, O my
soul, and why are you disquieted within me? Hope

in God; for I shall again praise him, my salvation
and my God.” That is exactly what we have—the
soul arguing with itself. I love the way David
wrestles and fights and struggles to maintain what
he knows is the right answer: Hope in God! We
must place our focus where David does.
Abraham did the same, even when all hope
was slipping away. Against all hope, Abraham in
hope believed (Romans 4:18)! Abraham believed
in the promises of God even when all human
reason for hope was gone.
Maybe right now you’re up against what I
like to call a hope “stealer.” Hope stealers can be
long, extended storms in our lives that don’t seem
to go away; extended bouts with sickness;
problems that seem bigger than our faith;
relationship issues; feelings of loneliness, grief, or
fear; extended money problems. Maybe you’re
deeply wounded with no signs of reconciliation.
Any of these and can be real joy stealers.
However, God wanted us to have hope and
he is ready to help; “For I am the LORD your God
who takes hold of your right hand and says to you,
‘Do not fear; I will help you’” (Isaiah 41:13).
You have a choice as to what voices you will
listen to. If David would have listened to the voices
of others in his day (those hope stealers), he would
have never stepped out with God and up against
Goliath. And no one today would even know who
David was. But, thank goodness he didn’t listen to
those voices and instead listened to God. That is
the right answer for keeping our hope. Listen to
God, trust in his promises, and stay close to Jesus.
That is the best answer with the best results for
extended hope.
Oh, and the answer to the million dollar
question was “B. Richard Nixon.”

Current Sermon Series:

Oct 7
Oct 14
Oct 21
Oct 28

Living Daily in Hope
Taking Hope to a Broken World
Hope is Contagious
Harvest of Talents Celebration Service

Brandon Boyd
Minister of
Adult Discipleship

Can you help extend
out welcome?
Our Guest Relations ministry is
always looking for committed,
friendly people to serve Jesus. Members of this
ministry team welcome members and guests at
our church doors. If you are looking for a place to
make an impact, contact Brandon Boyd or Chase
Dilworth at the church office, 217.732.7618 or email
lcchurch@lincolnchristianchurch.org.

New Wednesday Study
Join us for a six-week study on the “13 Attributes of
God,” led by LCU professor Dr. Mark Mangano.
Mark is a gifted scholar and will help us understand
and apply this exciting and challenging topic. This
study continues through October 10 at 6:30 p.m. in
Family Room #1. No registration necessary.

Men On Fire
This season of Men on Fire will focus on a powerful
series called “Accidental Pharisee” by Larry
Osborne. Learn how the teachings of Jesus will
challenge us, encourage us, and help us to be the
men that God designed us to be. Men on Fire
meets Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. in Room 300. You
can also contact Tim Becke at 217.871.2681 or
tim@menonfire.org for details.

Hope Rising Series
Thanks to all of our LifeGroup leaders, Sunday
School teachers, and coaches for your work in our
Hope Rising Series! You all make an eternal difference.

Sunday School
A great first place to connect with new friends and
learn the Bible is one of our eight adult Sunday
School Classes. Stop by the Welcome Center or
the Adult Discipleship Website for more
information.
For the latest information on the adult discipleship
ministry, check out the website—
lccdiscipleshipministry.wordpress.com.

everything!

Harvest of Talents for Students!
Zach Ramsey
Student Minister

Student Ministry Website:
lccstudents.com
WELCOME
Students Parents

Text Updates!
For Jr. High, text Fuel to 40650. For
High School, text Gathering to 40650.

Fall Calendars
Be sure to pick up Fall Calendars for
both Jr. High and High School at the
Student Info Desk or online at
lccstudents.com/events.

5th Grade Bash
Join us Friday, October 12, from 6:00–8:00 p.m. for
a great night of games, dodgeball, and food!
Only $5 at the door!

Post | High School
We will have Post after The Gathering on Sunday,
October 14, from 8:00–9:00 p.m. We will play some
dodgeball with a few surprises! Juniors brings drinks
and snacks.

We encourage all 5th–12th Graders to get
involved in the Harvest of Talents. Maybe you
have a talent that you could share and help raise
money for those in need. If not, that's fine; the
Harvest ministry always needs helpful volunteers to
set up and tear down. You could also run/walk the
5k! There are countless ways to get involved. In
fact, one of the best ways is to introduce yourself
to an adult who has been serving for years and
ask them if you can be their apprentice. Learn
from them; help them. You will learn the reason for
the harvest, which isn’t the gifts or the money; it’s
the faces and names of the hungry people
around the world you are helping feed for Jesus!
How cool is that?! One of those adults you can
contact is Bethany Henry. If you would like to get
involved email bebohenry@gmail.com today!

Help the SM by buying Walmart and
Cracker Barrel Gift Cards!
You can buy gift cards at the Student Info Desk in
the Family Room to help pay the fees for students
take part in discipleship events. You purchase the
value of the gift card and a percentage of that
money goes to the Youth Fund to help students
who need financial aid!

Free Money!!!
LCC families! Family Fundraising Accounts help
you raise funds through physical gift cards/
certificates or online gifts cards that earn rebate
percentages for students and families to use for
trips! For more info about how to register and
order, please see Jenni at the Student Info Desk on
Sundays, call the Church Office at 217.732.7618 on
weekdays, or email
jenni.godfrey@lincolnchristianchurch.org.

Hey Juniors and Seniors! Check out
LCU’s LEAP
Program!

Jr. High Fall Retreat (7th–8th)
The retreat is filling up! Sign up ASAP! At Little
Galilee, we will have small group time, group
games, capture the flag and tons more! The point
of the retreat is to get away from the distractions
in life and focus on God. Sign up at the Student
Info Desk by Oct. 1. The retreat costs $35 for

Lincoln Christian
University’s Early
Achievement Program
(LEAP) is a great
opportunity for high
school juniors and seniors to get a practical and
affordable jump on their college education.
Through the LEAP dual enrollment program,
students have the opportunity to enroll and
receive credit for college courses while still in high
school at a discounted rate. Begin your college
journey now by enrolling in LCU classes either on
campus or online! For more info visit
www.lincolnchristian.edu/academics/programs/.
Seriously! You should check out this program!

Marcia Wells
Children’s Minister
KIDS CLUB
Wednesdays | 6:30–7:45 p.m.

KIDS WORSHIP — October 2018
Our culture encourages selfreliance. During the month of
October kids will encounter
Biblical heroes that will
lead kids to discover real
strength comes from
relying on God in any
circumstance. Kids will find
that no matter how
desperate the situation may
seem, God responds to the needs of His people.
From Moses, David, Elijah and Daniel, we will
explore how they trusted God then and how kids
can courageously trust Him today!
If you would like to encourage and review
this study with your child, the weekly topics are
listed below (the weekly point is listed in italics).
During this month we will focus on a key verse from
Joshua 1:9, “Be strong and courageous!”






Moses and the Red Sea. Exodus 13:17–15:21;
True heroes give God the credit.
David Defeats Goliath. 1 Samuel 17:1–50; True
heroes rely on God for strength.
Elijah Challenges the Prophets of Baal. 1 Kings
18:16-–39; True heroes stand for God.
Daniel Survives the Lions’ Den. Daniel 6:1–23;
True heroes trust God to protect them.

Sunday, October 14
Our kids will be sharing in
the Hope Series on
Sunday, October 14. They
will be singing in all
services that day. Kids
need to arrive by 8:30
and we will finish shortly
after 11:00 a.m.
Invite your family and friends!

It’s not too late to join us for our Discipleship Series
called “Going Vertical!” Each week, kids will study
some major parts of the New Testament learning
what it means to follow Jesus.
Wednesday night is a time when kids
connect with other kids and leaders forming
friendships to encourage one another and build
one another up. Team Kid is the place to learn
and grow in a kid friendly environment led by
some awesome team leaders! Classes are open to
three-year-old’s through fourth graders. Hope to
see you there!
*Please mark your calendar. Kids Club will not
meet October 24 and 31.

MOMs Group
Join MOMs Wednesday nights, from 6:30–7:45, as
they study, pray, grow and encourage one
another. All moms are welcome! Childcare for
infants, toddlers and 2’s is provided. Kids three
year’s through fourth grade can join Kids Club.

Harvest Day, October 27
Kids are free join us any time
between 9:30 and 11:30 a.m.
for kid’s harvest crafts at the
Harvest of Talents. Each craft
costs only 50 cents and will
benefit International Disaster
Emergency Services.

Laurin Hill
Worship Minister
Non-optional rehearsals are:

It’s Time to Sing!
Special Event Worship Choirs for the
Harvest of Talents Worship Service and
Celebrate! Christmas 2018 are being formed.
These special event worship choirs provide a way
for you to sing with a shorter commitment time.
The goal is to combine the Sanctuary Choir,
Fellowship Center vocalists, other adults who sing
and our junior high and high school students from
Good News and
HeartSong together for a
multi-generational
dynamic worship leading
ensemble!
Here is how it works. The Harvest of Talents
Worship Choir is for our combined worship service
at Lincoln Christian University’s chapel on Sunday
morning, October 28. For the Harvest of Talents
Worship Choir, there are two rehearsals for you to
choose one.

 Thursday, December 6 (DRESS REHEARSAL)
6:30–9:00 p.m.
 Saturday, December 8 Celebrate! Christmas
2:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.
 Sunday, December 9 in all three morning
services in the Fellowship Center (the first 20
minutes of each service)

Again, you’ll have the opportunity to have a CD to
listen to. Please email Laurin to let him know of your
interest in these Worship Choir opportunities at
laurin.hill@lincolnchristianchurch.org.

Christmas Decking the Hall – Get on
Your Calendars Now!
There will be two nights of decorating where a ton
of people are needed to transform three key areas
of our building into festiveness suitable for the
Christmas season.


Deck the Hall (Part I) is Monday, November
26, from 5:00–9:00 p.m. where we will work on
the Sanctuary, Family Room, and Fellowship
Center.
Please bring a dish or goody to
share and we will have a light meal to start
with, then get to decking!



Deck the Hall (Part II) is Monday, December
3, from 5:00–9:00 p.m. where we will
decorate the second part of the Fellowship
Center in preparation for Celebrate!
Christmas 2018.
Again, bring a dish or
goody to share to start with a light meal and
then we will get to more decking.



UNDeck the Hall is Thursday, January 3, from
6:00–9:00 p.m. where we will put all of the
festiveness away.

 Sunday, October 14 from 3:00–4:00 p.m.
 Sunday, October 21 from 3:00–4:00 p.m.
You’ll receive a CD to continue your preparation.
It’s quite an experience to join 90 friends of all
ages to lead more than 1,000 people in worship at
the LCU chapel!
The second opportunity is to sing with the
Celebrate! Christmas Worship Choir. Celebrate!
Christmas 2018 is Saturday, December 8, with two
concerts at 2:00 and 7:00 p.m. in the Fellowship
Center. There are four rehearsals on Sundays
beginning November 4, from 3:00–4:00 p.m.
Attendance at three of these rehearsals through
December 2, is critical in
order to participate in
Celebrate! Christmas 2018.
Here’s the list so you can
get them on your schedule.
Sunday, November 4 from 3:00–4:00 p.m.
Sunday, November 11 from 3:00–4:00 p.m.
 Sunday, November 18 from 3:00–4:00 p.m.
 Sunday, December 2 from 3:00–4:00 p.m.



Please put these dates on your calendar to come
and help make our building ready for the
community to experience the hope of the
Christmas season! Again, we will have a light meal
to share beginning at 5:00 p.m. both decorating
nights, so bring munchies to share as well. Many
hands make light work! (Though some of it is still
quite heavy!). All children and students 8th grade
and younger must be accompanied by a parent!

Global Impact Highlight:

Local Impact Highlight:

Jim Mollette: Hong Kong
Jim has served faithfully for many years
teaching seminary in Hong Kong to help
train Chinese students to be better servant
leaders. He had to return to the US this
month due to health issues. His goal is to
return to Hong Kong in January 2019. Pray for his
health to improve. Pray for the students at the
seminary and their professors to continue to serve on
mainland China in spite of enforced restrictions on
religious groups. Pray for the Filipino church which Jim
has been part of for many years to continue to grow.

The Christian Village is a continuing care
retirement community (CCRC). This means they
provide a range of independent living options
including: personal care, skilled nursing and
memory care—available onsite for all residents.

Chaplaincy Endorsement Commission:
Director Kal and wife, Cindy McAlexander

Independent Living Apartments
Be close to all the action in their recently
remodeled apartment homes. Everything you
need is close by with all utilities included.

It is always a pleasure
to see the military
chaplains in their
identifying uniforms at
the NACC each summer. The NACC is the one time in
the year that chaplains can meet up with their fellow
chaplains who are on assignment in the U.S. The
Commission Board meets at this time to hear reports
from the traveling director and his wife who visit
chaplains and their families in the US and overseas.
Cindy composes the newsletters and much of the
online publicity. They travel to many Christian colleges
to recruit future chaplains. One of the highlights is to
hear the individual experiences of the chaplains as
they share the gospel and serve as counselors to
military personnel. Pray for guidance as they face the
gender issues prominent in the culture today. Pray
especially for those chaplains deployed in the war
zones as well as their families in the US.
If you noticed a man in a white suit with many
military decorations at Mary Boatman’s memorial
service, he was director Kal McAlexander who made
a special effort to attend because of Paul Boatman’s
service as commissioner for many years.
Part of the director’s job is to meet with other
Armed Forces Chaplains, Board Military Chaplain
Endorsers, and other endorsing bodies.
As many may know, the commission credentials
many chaplains for civilian organizations as well—
hospitals, prisons, fire and police departments, just to
name a few.

Levels of Care:
Independent Living Garden Homes
Enjoy a true neighborhood feel and spacious
living spaces, just like home. You’ll get
maintenance-free living and an extensive
lifestyle and activity program.

Assisted Living—The Woods’ Found. Garden Villa
Newly opened in 2016, this beautiful home is a
new approach to Assisted Living—designed to
keep residents as independent as possible.
Long-Term Care (Skilled Nursing)
They pride themselves on meeting the holistic
needs of our patients and creating a supportive
home for them. Their long-term care provides
skilled nursing that helps residents function at the
highest level possible within a supportive and
compassionate environment.
Long-Term Memory Care
Their specialized memory-care staff and
engaging programming enhances residents’
lives in an open, secure living space.
Safe Haven Hospice
Providing 24/7 compassionate end-of-life
services to those in need.
CareLink Home Care
Delivering comprehensive, nurse-guided, inhome care services, our trained staff helps clients
achieve their highest possible level of health,
wellness and safety.

Sympathy & Prayers:
Lee Woods at the passing of his uncle, Louis Yockey; Paul Boatman and family at the passing of Paul’s wife,
Mary Boatman; Jim & Becky Pinney, John & Beth Mehn, and Josh & Beth Polley at the passing of Bob Polley;
Karen Birdwell and family at the passing of her aunt, Margie Henson.
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Our 2018 large offering will go toward making a legacy. Money collected will go to both
our Appel Scholarship for students who desire Christian ministries and to refurbishing the
baptismal changing rooms, bathrooms, and hallway. Gene Appel, megachurch
preaching pastor from Anaheim, CA, and former Timothy disciple of our congregation
will be guest preaching here Sunday, November 4, to commence the series.
Nov 4
Nov 11
Nov 18
Nov 25

The Decisions We Make Define Our Legacy
Turning on the Lights
My Giving Outlasts Me
Engaging the World/Global Impact Sunday

