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   8:15 a.m. | Fellowship Center 
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 11:00 a.m. | Fellowship Center 
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2017 Harvest of Talents for World Hunger 
Saturday, October 28, Lincoln Christian Church 

Doors open at 7:00 a.m. 

Auction begins at 2:00 p.m. 
 

Celebration Service 
Sunday, October 29 10:00 a.m. 

Lincoln Christian University Chapel 



Religion vs. Relationship 
 

I was in Michigan visiting my daughter and 

granddaughters. Marissa is five and Audrey is 

three. I took all of them out to Bob Evans for 

breakfast where my granddaughters usually want 

to sit near Grandma Bon-Bon, but not this day! 

They started fighting over the seats next to me and 

before I knew it, I sat on one side of the table with 

a granddaughter on either side of me and Bon-

Bon sat opposite all three of us. I looked at my wife 

and said, “That’s right, Papa is in the house.” 

          However, I had no idea how much work it 

would be to help those girls through breakfast. 

Everything within reach became a play toy— 

straws, sugar packets, silverware, salt shakers. 

Audrey had somehow managed to get her hands 

on every fork within her reach and licked them all. 

When my food arrived, I was hoping for something 

clean and untouched, but my granddaughter 

quickly jumped down and picked a fork up off the 

floor and gave it to me as if she was handing me 

the greatest of all prizes. Then, expecting my 

gratitude, when I refused to use the fork of her 

dreams, she took it personally and with tears she 

begged me to use the fork she had so graciously 

provided. Yuck! But you know what? I did it.  

          I used to think the joy of being a 

grandparent was that I get to come and play with 

my grandkids, hold them and laugh with them 

and shake them up like a can of soda, and then I 

get to give them back to their parents and leave. I 

thought it was about the joy of relationship without 

having the responsibility of raising them. I was 

wrong. It takes a village to raise a child. (It takes 

an army to raise my grandkids.) 

          Let’s be clear, responsibility rarely fades 

away. Someone has to teach them how to eat 

and care for themselves. They need to learn to 

brush their teeth and how to play nice with others 

and how to share and how to read and how to 

swim and how to ride bike and they need to be 

taught to recognize danger. And as much as I 

love my family and enjoy just hanging out with 

them no strings attached, whether I want it or not, 

I’m still part of their training.  

          Maybe somewhere along the way you’ve 

heard someone say, “It’s not about religion, but 

Ron Otto 

Preaching Minister 

about relationship.” Truth is, it’s about both. I 

understand why that’s said; we want to make 

Jesus as attractive as we can and there have 

been plenty of religious groups through the years 

who have made church unattractive. But does 

that make a false statement true?   

          For starters, “religion” can’t always 

necessarily be a bad thing, because Scripture 

speaks of “true religion” as opposed to vain 

religion (James 1:26–27). 

          Jesus said ‘His yoke was light and easy,’ but 

it is a yoke nonetheless (Matthew 11:28–30). 

          Jesus also spoke of leaving an old covenant 

and entering a new one, but again, it is still a 

covenant nonetheless. 

          Paul spoke often of being a servant (or 

slave) of Jesus; maybe a freely committed servant, 

yes, but a servant nonetheless (Romans 1:1). Paul 

would also remind us, “You are not your own, you 

were bought with a price. Therefore, glorify God 

with your body” (I Corinthians 6:19-20). 

          Not to mention, the word “relationship” 

doesn’t appear in Scripture one time. It’s true, 

many churches are dying because no one is 

attending. Somewhere, they have bought into the 

relationship vs. religion sales bit. But the writer of 

Hebrews encouraged, “Do not give up meeting 

together as some are in the habit of doing 

(Hebrews 10:25). 

          Just like being with grandkids: I get the joy of 

the relationship, but that doesn’t remove me from 

responsibility. I’m thinking it’s both . . . religion and 

relationship. What do you think?  

 

Upcoming Jesus. Messages: 
 

Oct 1 Jesus Heals on the Sabbath Luke 13:10–21 

Oct 8 Jesus and the Narrow Door Luke 13:22–35 

Oct 15 Jesus Comes to Dinner  Luke 14:1–24 

Oct 22 The Lost Parables Pt. 1  Luke 15 

Oct 29 The Lost Parables Pt. 2 (@ LCU) Luke 15 
 

As we continue on in our Jesus. series, be reading 

and looking ahead at the above passages. 

 

” 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Wednesday Study 
Our six-week study on the book of Revelation has 

already begun, but feel free to jump in at any 

point! LCU professor Dr. Mark Mangano is a gifted 

scholar and has been helping us understand and 

apply this challenging book. Mark’s OT expertise 

has been allowing us to wade through the rich 

imagery contained in John’s Revelation and find 

its purpose in our present lives. This study continues 

through October 11. No registration necessary. 

Also, if you missed a week, lost a handout, or this is 

the first time you’ve heard about the study, then 

visit our website where you can find all our 

Revelation audio and handout materials: 

lincolnchristianchurch.org/media/revelation-class. 

 

New Men’s Study 
This season of Men on Fire will focus on a powerful 

series called “The Hard Teachings of Jesus.” Learn 

how the teachings of Jesus will challenge us, 

encourage us, and help us to be the men that 

God designed us to be. Men on Fire meets 

Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. in Room 300. If you have 

any questions contact Tim Becke at 

tim@menonfire.org. Find stories, updates and more 

at www.menonfire.org. 

Brandon Boyd 

Minister of  

Adult Discipleship 

 

Adult Sunday School 
A great first place to connect with new friends and 

learn the Bible is one of our eight Adult Sunday 

School Classes. We have classes for adults of all 

ages and in every stage of life. Change up your 

schedule this next Sunday and try one out; its likely 

you already know someone in a class! 
 

Beacons (9:30 a.m.) 

      Senior Adults 

      Meets in Room 15 

      Current Topic: Covenant with God in the OT 
 

Crusaders (9:30 a.m.) 

      Empty-Nesters 

      Meets in Room 16 

      Current Topic: Cries of the Heart - Ravi Zacharias 
 

The Open Door (9:30 a.m.) 

      School-Age Families 

      Meets in Room 305 

      Current Topic: 1 John 
 

Friendship Corner (9:30 a.m.) 

      Senior Adults 

      Meets in Room 10 

      Current Topic: Standard Lesson Series 
 

Little Lambs (9:30 a.m.) 

      Mixed Ages 

      Meets in Room 300 

      Current Topic: 
 

Encouragers (9:30 a.m.) 

      Empty-Nesters & Senior Adults 

      Meets in Family Room 1 

      Current Topic: 
 

SonSeekers (9:30 a.m.) 

      Mixed Ages 

      Meets in Room 303 

      Current Topic: The Bait of Satan 
 

Navigators (9:30 a.m.) 

      Adults in their 20s 

      Meets in Conference Room 

      Current Topic: Revelation 

 

Adult Discipleship Website 
For the latest information on the adult discipleship 

ministry, check out the website—   

5 Things God Uses to Grow Your Faith 

Heaven, Hell and Spiritual Warfare 



Zach Ramsey 

Student Minister 

 

Student Ministry 

Website: lccstudents.com. 

 

 

 

Text Updates! 
For Jr. High, text Fuel to 40650. For 

High School, text Gathering to 40650.  
 

Post – High School 
We will have Post after The Gathering Sunday, 

October 1 & 15 from 8:00–9:00 p.m. Post is a 

chance to kick back and have some fun. We will 

play some dodgeball with a few surprises. Juniors 

bring drinks and snacks on October 1. Sophomores 

bring drinks and snacks on October 15. 
 

5th Grade Bash 
Join us Friday, October 13, from 6:00–8:00 p.m. at 

the Church Building for a great night of games, 

dodgeball, and food! Only $5 at the door! 
 

Pizza Bash – High School 
After the LCHS football game on October 20, 

meet at Andi and Garrett’s house (610 ½ 

Broadway Apt 2 ) from 9:00–11:00 p.m. $5 at door! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jr. High Fall Retreat 
This retreat is for 7th–8th graders. Join us October 

20–22 as we head to Little Galilee. We will have 

small group time, group games, capture the flag 

and tons more! The point of the retreat is to get 

away from the distractions in life and focus on 

God. Sign up at the Student Info Desk (corner of 

the Family Room) on Sundays. The retreat costs 

$35 for everything! Sign up by October 15! 

Hey High School Students! We are heading to the 

Students International Conference on Missions in 

Peoria, IL November 17–18. It is an incredible 

conference that will help you see all cultures 

through the eyes of God. You don’t want to miss it. 

Go to lccstudents.com/events for more info or 

grab a packet at the Student Info Desk. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10 Tutors Needed 
We need 10 adults who can help elementary kids 

with their homework on Monday afternoons 3:15–

4:15 p.m. at the Church Building. This is a great 

way to share the love of Jesus with students who 

do not know Christ. Contact Nautika at 

nautika.bown@lincolnchristianchurch.org or via 

the Church Office at 217.732.7618.  

 

Hey Juniors and 

Seniors! Check out 

LCU’s LEAP Program! 
Lincoln Christian 

University’s Early 

Achievement Program 

(LEAP) is a great 

opportunity for high school juniors and seniors to 

get a practical and affordable jump on their 

college education. Through the LEAP dual 

enrollment program, students have the 

opportunity to enroll and receive credit for college 

courses while still in high school at a discounted 

rate. Begin your college journey now by enrolling 

in LCU classes either on campus or online! For 

more info, go to www.lincolnchristian.edu/

academics/programs/. Seriously! You should 

check out this program! 

 

Cs 

tudents.com/event 

WELCOME  
Students   Parents 



 

KIDS WORSHIP — October 2017 
Vertical Edge — Working for God 
A good work ethic! It’s something employers look 

for in a good employee.  

Certainly as adults we would 

want others to say we 

work hard. And 

conversely, we would not 

want others to say that 

we sure don’t do much 

toward our job. The same is 

the true of the job we take 

on as disciple makers when we 

become a Christian. We should want others to 

know that we take the command Jesus gave us to 

“go and make disciples” seriously enough to work 

diligently. I’m reminded of something I once read 

that said, “all God work is good work, but it is still 

work.” The series our kids will be in during our Kids 

Worship time in October will focus on working for 

God. Our key verse is Colossians 3:23; “Work 

willingly at whatever you do.” Through this series 

our goal is to help kids learn the privilege and joy 

of serving our Lord well. Parents, if you would like to 

review what we study with your kids, the titles and 

texts are below, and the main point is listed in 

italics. 
 
 

 Nehemiah Rebuilds the Wall. Nehemiah 2:11–

20. We honor God with our work. 

 Joseph Becomes a Ruler of Egypt. Genesis 

41;37-57; 45:3–8. We work where God puts us.  

 The Parable of the Three Servants. Matthew 

25:14–20. We use our talents for God.  

 Paul Presses On to the Goal. Acts 16:16–34; 

Philippians 3:12–21. Our goal is to be like Jesus.  

 

 

 

“Each day we make deposits in the 

memory banks of our children.” 

   — Chuck Swindoll 

 

 

 

Marcia Wells 

Children’s Minister 

It’s not too late to join LCC’s 

M.O.M.s Group. Mothers on 

Mission meets each week, 

studying, praying and encouraging one another. 

M.O.M.s meets on Wednesday nights 6:30–7:45 

p.m. Childcare for infants through 2 years old is 

provided. Kids 3 years through fourth grade attend 

Kids Club. 
 

KIDS CLUB | Wednesdays 6:30–7:45 p.m. 
If you haven’t joined us yet for “GOING VERTICAL”, 

make sure to do so soon! Our kids are digging 

deep into this discipleship series. We will be 

discovering what the Bible teaches about God’s 

creation, God’s provision and our obedience to 

God this fall. Our ‘Team Kid’ kids have an 

opportunity to learn and grow in a kid friendly 

environment, led by some awesome leaders! So, if 

you are three years through fourth grade, plan to 

join us on Wednesday nights from 6:30–7:45 p.m. 

 

Lincoln Christian 

Preschool is off to a 

great start! Our 

classes are already 

learning how to “go 

to school!” They are doing great at circle time, 

lining up and helping with snack and so much 

more! Not only that, they are working on all their 

skills to get ready for kindergarten. School pictures 

have been taken and a field trip to the Pumpkin 

Patch is just around the corner! 

          Miss Amy (Brisbin) is teaching our children so 

much and helping them develop their skills. We 

must announce, though, that she will be 

unfortunately leaving us soon. At the same time, 

we congratulate her on her upcoming wedding!  

The new commute to work would simply be too 

far! We will miss her immensely, but wish her much 

happiness!   

          The search for a new teacher is nearly 

complete and we will be announcing that soon.  

When the new teacher has been hired, she will 

work alongside Miss Amy to insure a smooth and 

seamless transition for our children. We have just a 

few spots left in our classes, so if you know of 

anyone that is looking for a great place for their 

child to learn and grow, please encourage them 

to contact us at 217.732.7618. 

 

 

 

 

 



Laurin Hill 

Worship Minister 

 

It’s Time to Sing! 

Special Event Worship Choirs for the Harvest of  

Talents Worship Service and Celebrate! Christmas 

2017 are being formed. These special annual 

event worship choirs provide a way for you to sing 

with a shorter commitment time. The goal is to 

combine the Sanctuary Choir, Fellowship Center 

vocalists, other adults who sing, and our Junior 

High and High School students from Good News 

and HeartSong together for a multi-generational 

dynamic worship leading ensemble! 

Here is how it works. The 

Harvest of Talents Worship 

Choir is for our combined 

worship service at Lincoln 

Christian University’s chapel 

on Sunday morning, October 29, at 10:00 a.m. 

(call time TBA). The H.O.T. Worship Choir will have 

two rehearsals for you to choose one: 

1. Sunday, October 15, from 3:00–4:00 p.m. 

2. Sunday, October 22, from 3:00–4:00 p.m. 

You’ll be given a CD to continue your preparation. 

It’s quite an experience to join 80 to 90 friends of 

all ages to lead more than 1,000 people in worship 

at the LCU chapel! 

The second opportunity is to 

sing with the Celebrate! 

Christmas Worship Choir. 

Celebrate! Christmas 2017 is 

Saturday, December 9, with 

two performances at 2:00 and 7:00 p.m. in the 

Fellowship Center. There are four rehearsals on 

Sundays beginning November 5, and lasting from 

3:00–4:00 p.m. Attendance at three of these 

rehearsals (through Dec. 3) is critical in order to 

participate in Celebrate! Christmas 2017. Here’s 

the list so you can get them on your schedule 

right away: 

1. Sunday, November 5, from 3:00–4:00 p.m. 

2. Sunday, November 12, from 3:00–4:00 p.m. 

3. Sunday, November 19, from 3:00–4:00 p.m. 

4. Sunday, December 3, from 3:00–4:00 p.m. 

Not optional rehearsals are: 

1. Thursday, December 7 (DRESS REHEARSAL),  

6:30–9:00 p.m. 

2. Saturday, December 9 (Celebrate! 

 2:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. 

3. Sunday, December 10, in all three morning 

services in the Fellowship Center (the first 20 

minutes of each service) 

Again, you’ll have the opportunity to have a CD to 

listen to. Please email Laurin to let him know of your 

interest in these Worship Choir opportunities: 

laurin.hill@lincolnchristianchurch.org. 
 

Christmas Decking the Hall – Get on 

Your Calendars Now! 
There will be two nights of decorating where a ton 

of people are needed to transform three key areas 

of our church building into merry ‘festiveness’ for 

the Christmas season.  

          Deck the Hall (Part I) is Monday, November 

27, from 5:00–9:00 p.m. where we will work on the 

Sanctuary, Family Room, and Fellowship Center. 

Please bring a dish or goody to share as we will 

have a light meal to start, then get to decking! 

          Deck the Hall (Part II) is Monday, December 

4, from 5:00–9:00 p.m. where we will decorate the 

second part of the Fellowship Center in 

preparation for Celebrate! Christmas 2017.  

Again, bring a dish or goody to share as we start 

with a light meal before getting to more decking. 

          UNDeck the Hall is Tuesday, January 2, from 

6:00–9:00 p.m. where we will put all of the 

‘festiveness’ away. 

          Please put these dates on your calendar to 

come and help make our building ready for the 

community to experience the peace and joy of 

the Christmas season! Again, we will have a light 

meal to share beginning at 5:00 p.m. both nights, 

so bring munchies to share as well. Many hands 

make light work! (Though some of it is heavy . . .) 

(call times TBA) 

Christmas), 

mailto:laurin.hill@lincolnchristianchurch.org


Local Impact Highlight: 
LCC Clothing Drive 
 

As an outreach to our community, Lincoln Christian 

Church will be hosting a clothing drive Saturday, 

November 11, from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon. Please 

consider donating clothing to this special 

outreach. We will be accepting children’s, 

women’s, and men’s clothing of all seasons—items 

donated need to be clean and in good condition. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          For donations, clothing items need to be 

brought to the Church Building (green canopy 

entrance) on Friday, November 10, from 7:00 a.m. 

to 4:00 p.m. We will receive your items at the door. 

If you cannot make it Friday to drop off your 

donations, there will be a donation box placed 

beside the Welcome Center in the Family Room 

beginning November 1 — feel free to drop off your 

donations ahead of time. On Saturday, the day of 

the drive, clothing items will be available for 

people to look through in the Fellowship Center 

and take home. Doors open at 8:00 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          If you would be willing to volunteer to help 

with this outreach project or have any questions 

please contact Sharon Simonson (217.737.9834) or 

Larry Simonson (217.737.6251). 

 

Sympathy & Prayers: 
Casey & Michael Halpin, Tim & Tami Kennett, 

Karen & Jerry Birdwell, Kelly Burch, Tanya & Brad 

Matthews and families at the passing of Mark 

Kennett and Loretta Malloy; Steve & Anna Connor 

at the passing of their son, Evan Connor; Annette 

Billington and family at the passing of Annette’s 

husband, Jim Billington; Bob & Angie Hentrich and 

family at the passing of Angie’s father, Charles 

Hamilton. 
 

Ways to Give 
See the giving page on the website: 

lincolnchristianchurch.org/give. 

Global Impact Highlight: 
News from the Hansens: Fred, Cindy, 

Madeline and Parker 
 

Fred is home now after teaching 

six courses from January to 

August in Moldova, Romania and 

Austria. He focused on Old and 

New Testament courses, plus 

Eschatology and Hebrews. Next 

year he will teach in the Fall as 

well. Fortunately, he experienced 

no frightening problems in all his 

travel; no secret service agents, no searches or 

delays. 

          One highlight for the year was the graduation of 

the first Christian Turkish student at TCM; for the day of 

graduation he stood not too far from a picture of the 

Austro-Turkish wars which portrayed both Christian 

and Muslim sides as political enemies. Praise 

God that this man has been able to attend the 

courses offered by TCM and complete all the 

requirements necessary to return to 

his nation and carefully share the Gospel. 

          Fred’s family has enjoyed several personal 

celebrations this year. Cindy completed her EdD from 

Bethel University in Minnesota. She remains the 

principal of Pine Islands, MN pre-K–4 and is now 

adjunct professor at Bethel U. Madeline and Parker 

helped lead their NACC Bible Bowl team to a first-

place finish as well as other honors for Madeline. 

          Fred submitted his PhD dissertation to Radbound 

University on July 1, 2017 after four years of intensive 

research and writing. Please pray that it will be 

accepted to fulfill their requirements for the degree 

completion. Please pray for his financial support to 

increase as well as for his students to take the gospel 

to their home countries where Westerners would not 

be welcome. 

 

 

 

 

 

News for the Family! 
 

New Members by Baptism: 
Isaiah Sisco – 9/3/17 

David Allen Brennan – 9/10/17 

Brianna Lanning—9/24/17 
 

 

Special Occasions: 
Wedding of Eli Godfrey & Jenni Kascel – 9/2/17 

Wedding of Tom Myers & Marge Iden – 9/2/17 

90th Birthday of Loretta Goodman – 10/8/17 

 

 

All clothing 

accepted! 
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Harvest of Talents 

Quilters 

The quilt for this year’s Harvest is nearly complete. In 

fact, we’ve already started on next year’s quilt! 

The H.O.T. Quilters meet together each Monday 

(starting at 1:00 p.m.) at LCC in order to create a 

quilting masterpiece to sell on Harvest Day each 

year. If you are interested in joining the H.O.T. quilting 

team (no experience necessary), contact Judy 

Altman at 217.732.2420. 

Judy Altman 

Sue Barker 

Sue Bidwell 

Alyce Elson 

Joan Horrom 

Darlene Berger 

Teresa Isbell 

Doris Markwardt 

Jane Winkel 

Nancy Wright 

Join the 

Team 

Join the 

Team 


