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   8:15 a.m. | Sanctuary 
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Harvest of Talents 2020 

Total Offering — $116,558.00 

Grand total given to I.D.E.S. 

from Harvest of Talents for 

World Hunger after 37 years 

— $2,557,054.66 
 

 Praise be to God after all these years! 

The  

Call 



 

 A Brief Note on COVID 
First the bad news: Coronavirus is continuing to 
spread. The unemployed numbers are still too 
high. Business as usual is still slow to recover. 
There’s continued political and racial turmoil. Our 
church was closed to on-campus worship for 
several months. Any one of these issues could be 
viewed as a recipe for disaster when it comes to 
ministry. And here we are . . . experiencing all them 
at the same time. 
          For most people, we can’t wait for 2020 to 
end. Truth is, we’ve placed so much hope in next 
year, I question if it can ever live up to our 
expectations. This may not be the most optimistic 
opening to a newsletter you’ve ever had, but hold 
on, give me a minute.  
          When our children were small and I would 
read them books on Winnie the Pooh, if Tigger and 
Eeyore were in the story, I would always ask: 
“Should we be more like Eeyore or more like 
Tigger?” Most times, they saw the value in being 
upbeat and positive like Tigger. I do as well! 
          So, the good news then: this isn’t our first 
crisis! I repeat, this is not our first crisis financially, 
as a country or as a church. We have been through 
many. And we have always recovered. We have 
always rebounded. We have always come out 
better on the other side. COVID-19 has done a lot 
of damage, but it is not however the end of the 
world; nor the end of our ministry, nor the end of 
our calling. In the middle of crises, churches that 
stay the course, stay optimistic, and continue to 
spread the good news of the gospel of Jesus do 
the best and came through the healthiest. We plan 
to do just that—stay calm, do what we can do for 
now, be hopeful and carry on! With that, here are 
our plans for December and January. 
 

Christmas at LCC 
December: Christmas at Lincoln Christian Church 
will look a little different this year. No choirs! No 
big Celebrate! Christmas program. No in house 
Christmas Eve service! However, the church will 
be decorated to inspire joy. Our Sunday morning 

services will also be Christmassy with all the usual 
carols as we begin our Christmas sermon series on 
December 6. 
          There will however, be two NEW ways to 
enjoy Christmas Eve this year: 
 
1) Online Biblical Christmas Story. There will be a 

special program produced online by our senior 
staff taking you and your family through an in-
depth look at the Christmas story. Much of this 
will be filmed outdoors on location at a local 
farmstead. Can you tell I’m excited?! We hope 
this online video experience can help us, young 
and old alike, appreciate the birth story more 
fully. This program will be available to access 
anytime on Christmas Eve for you to celebrate 
within the comfort of your own homes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2) Carols & Cocoa for Christmas Eve. We would 

still like to do something in-person on 
Christmas Eve and we have thought of 
something a bit new, but still nostalgic. 
Weather permitting, we are going to host an 
outdoor carols, candlelighting, and hot 
chocolate celebration in the LCC parking lot. It 
will take place at 5:00pm, again, weather 
permitting, and might be the one uplifting 
moment we need the most this Christmas. 
Better still, our neighbors at Full Gospel 
Evangelistic Center will join us! We hope to 
close the street between our churches to 
utilize both parking lots. We think what we 
need as a church and as a community is a 
chance to come together for Christmas Eve. 
There is something beautiful about tradition 
and regaining just a little of that traditional feel 
this holiday season will keep us discovering the 
specialness of Christmas. Being outdoors and 
gathering in family units will allow us to 
maintain COVID protocol to experience this 
together! 

 

Ron Otto 

Preaching Minister 



Back in 2016, we started a series of sermons on the 
life of Jesus from the Gospel of Luke. We titled the 
series Jesus. (“Jesus period”). We started that 
December and didn’t finish until April 2018. Guess 
what? We’re doing it again! Well . . . kinda, just not 
the Gospel of Luke this time! Starting in January, we 
will begin a new 16-month extended series from the 
Gospel of John. Why start a series of messages on 
the fourth-longest book in the New Testament? 
There are several reasons:  
 
1) It is the word of God. We’ll have to walk where 

Jesus walked and hear what Jesus wanted us to 
hear. No cherry-picking our favorite verses or 
favorite topics. We go where he takes us. 

2) I have never preached the Gospel of John. That’s 
a void I would like to fill before I die. (Relax. As 
far as I know I’m not dying as soon as some may 
want!) 

3) John knew Jesus like none other. Out of the 
four Gospel authors, John was the closest and 
most familiar with Christ, even being a part of 
his inner circle. John was even described as “the 
disciple whom Jesus loved” (13:23; 20:2, 21:7, 
20). There is a flavor of intimate depth in this 
book unlike any other and I want to get to know 
Jesus the way John did. 

4) John is unparalleled in telling stories the other 
Gospels chose not to include and, at the same 
time, sharing profound doctrinal truths. After all, 
the most quoted verse of the Bible is in the 
Gospel of John. You know, John 3:16.  

5) When I sought counsel from the elders 
concerning the direction of my preaching and 
my heart for doing another Jesus. series, they 
agreed there is no time like the present. As one 
of them said so gracefully, “If we ever get tired 
of Jesus, we have bigger problems.” 

 

1) Finally, I am hungry for Jesus . . . period. John 
deeply wanted to show us the glory of Christ 
and my soul hungers for a close up view of my 
savior. “The Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as 
of the only Son from the Father” (John 1:14).  

 
I need a few things from you as we take this 
journey together. First, pray for me during each  
week as I dive into the study of this Gospel 
allowing it to change me before I present it to you. 
Second, pray for our church to be deeply blessed 
through this series. And finally, invite and bring 
someone else with you to hear about Jesus. Share 
our joy for Christ and watch a life change as we fix 
our eyes not on the things of this world, but as we 
fix our eyes on Jesus . . . period. 
  

Ministry Updates 
Fuel  |  5th–8th Grade Youth Group 
Join us in November as we continue to study the 
Fruit of the Spirit on Wednesday nights 6:30–
7:30pm. Join us in-person or online at 
lccstudents.com/online. We have had a blast 
learning about what Jesus produces in us as a 
result of loving and following Him. We can’t wait 
to see what we will learn next month! 
 

The Gathering  |  HS Youth Group 
Life has been difficult during this past year. We 
all have felt stuck between the various walls of 
loneliness, fear, loss, and uncertainty. At The 
Gathering, we have learned that each between-the
-wall moment is an invitation to “Be still and 
know that I am God” (Psalm 46:10). Join us in 
November, from 6:30–7:30pm on Sunday nights 
as we embrace these invitations by learning and 
practicing the Spiritual Disciplines. Join us either 
in-person or online at lccstudents.com/online. 
 

Stay connected to Kids Ministry! 
Here are the ways! Join us in-person on Sunday 
mornings at 9:30 OR 11:00am for Parable Quest 
as we journey through stories Jesus. We are open! 
On Sundays we have Kids Worship and activities. 
You can also catch us on the Lincoln Christian 
Church Kids Facebook page. Watch for Devos 
with Miss Marcia on Wednesdays (you never know 
where she will be!) or Bedtime Story Time with 
Miss Marcia on Fridays. AND don’t forget . . . let us 
know if you would like a drive-up birthday greeting! 
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Christmas is Coming! 

We realize Christmas is still two months away, but the 
way 2020 has gone that equates to being just around 
the corner! We are excited for this year’s celebrations! 
There is no doubt they will be a little different, but we 
are hoping they will also give us the traditional feel we 
are all craving. At the beginning of December we are 
kicking off a new Christmas series, Who’s Missing? 

2021–2022 Sermon Series 

It’s happening! Four years ago we 
began a series that swept across 
Lincoln and we’re doing it again! Join 
us for the next 16 months as Sundays 
at LCC will be all about Jesus, period.  
Limited yard signs will be available 
starting November 15 to kick off this 
series. A suggested donation of $3 
would be appreciated. 


