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Harvest of Talents 2019
Total Offering — $100,043.60

Grand total given to I.D.E.S.
from Harvest of Talents for
World Hunger after 36 years
— $2,440,496.66
Praise be to God after all these years!
Church Office 217.732.7618 I lcchurch@lincolnchristianchurch.org
Website — www.lincolnchristianchurch.org

Ron Otto
Preaching Minister

Remember the movie Field of Dreams (starring Kevin
Costner)? Unquestionably one of the great films of
our times and in the top ten of the all time greatest
baseball movies. It is a magical film. Ray (Costner) is
a Iowa farmer struggling to make ends meet. One
evening, a voice whispers from the heavens: “If you
build it, he will come.” Build what? Who will come?
In the days ahead Ray continues to hear the voice,
and finally he sees a glorious vision of a baseball
diamond set in the field. Now Ray knows what he
must build. To the astonishment and wagging heads
of his neighbors, he destroys valuable crop to build
the “field of dreams.” The “he”—at least the initial
“he”—who “will come” turns out to be “Shoeless”
Joe Jackson. Jackson belonged to the infamous
Chicago “Black” Sox and was accused of taking a
bribe in the 1919 World Series and was banned from
baseball. Now, on the “field of dreams,” this
disgraced man gets another chance to play ball.
But there’s more to the story! One person after
another needs the grace to be a part of the game
again. They come into the movie one by one. After
all, grace is that attractive.
Then the story takes a significant turn. Ray’s
own father shows up on the field of dreams to play
baseball as a young man, although now dead in
reality. Ray and his dad didn’t have the best
relationship. There was a moment of angry and
insensitive words. Ray now sees his dad with
different eyes. In the moving final scene, father and
son are reconciled, and Ray comes to understand
that his father was the ultimate “he” who “will
come.” Cue an iconic American cameo: father
and son playing a game of catch on the “field of
dreams.”
As we enter into our 10,000 Reason’s
Generosity Campaign, I invite you to come dream
with us. It has come to our attention that if all the
churches in our city had a high attendance Sunday,
there would be approximately 3000 people in
church. Now in a town of 13,000 that’s easy math,
leaving10,000 people who are not attending
anywhere. 10,000 people who are within a 10
minute drive from our campus who do not know the
Savior. We have 10,000 reasons to reach out and
help them begin their journey with Jesus. Reaching
them has always been our hope and mission. Just so

you understand; we’re never going to be happy
as long as there are lost people just outside our
doors. And that’s why we’re excited to launch this
campaign and ask you to be a part of it. We want
to reach more! You want to see more reached! It
is in our DNA from God to want to see more
people connected to Jesus.
Not long ago, following a baptism, a man
commented to me that “people really shouldn’t
applaud because that lacked reverence for the
moment.” I was a little taken back at first. “Was this
a joke?” Nope! He was serious. Now I understand
what he is trying to protect. However, do you
know what happens in heaven when just one lost
person is found and commits their life to Jesus? Do
you understand how much celebrating and
clapping is going on there right now? Read Luke
15 and you will see. Celebrating new believers is
what we’re all about. That’s why these 10,000
reasons are so important to us.
More than anything else, more than bricks
and mortar, more than buildings, this campaign is
about them. God continues to bring new people
through our doors all the time and we’re trying to
open the doors even wider. Our heart for this
campaign is to make our facilities as welcoming
and as easy to enter as we can.
Would you please do a couple of things for
me? Would you pray for your church? Would you
pray for the 10,000 reasons? And on November 24,
during our commitment event Sunday, would you
bring your very best faith promise of what you
want to give over the next three years? Come
dream with us!

Upcoming Sermon Series:

Nov 3
Nov 10
Nov 17
Nov 24

Come Dream with Us
A City on a Hill
Best Financial Advice I Know/10-10-80
Power of Giving/Commitment Sunday

Adult Sunday School
Brandon Boyd
Minister of
Adult Discipleship

A great first place to connect with new friends and
to learn the Bible is one of our seven adult Sunday
School Classes. We have classes for all adults at
every stage of life. For more info stop by the
Welcome Center or visit us online at
www.lincolnchristianchurch.org/connect.

Ready for your Next
Step?
Join our LifeStep 1: Discover
Lincoln Christian Church.
Explore your faith and the
beliefs of Lincoln Christian
Church in a relaxed setting
with Ron Otto and Brandon
Boyd. You’ll get to ask any
questions you have as well as meet others who are
exploring the same journey. This class meets on
Sunday, January 26, 2020 from 5:00–7:00 p.m. It’s
free, it’s casual, and we provide dinner (but not
childcare). www.lincolnchristianchurch.org/lifestep.

Men On Fire
Join with other men as they study ways to apply
the powerful truths of the Bible to daily life. Join Tim
Becke and Todd Henry as they tag team teach
from New York Times best-selling author and
worldwide speaker, Stephen Mansfield’s book,
Manfield’s Book of Manly Men. For more
information, you can contact Tim Becke at
tim@menonfire.org for details. Men on Fire meets
each Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. in Room 300.

Financial Peace University returns to Lincoln
Christian Church in January 2020. If your finances
have been waiting for help, this is the time! To be
notified when registration opens or for more info
visit: www.lincolnchristianchurch.org/fpu.
We have two very talented
teachers to lead us through
the month of November. Dr.
Bob Monts, professor of
Christian ministry at LCU, will
be teaching on October 30
and November 7 and Dr.
Zach Breitenbach, Assistant
Director of the Room for
Doubt Project, will be teaching on November 13
and 20. Don’t miss these studies, Wednesdays at
6:30 p.m. in Family Rm. 1.

Next Steps Website
For the latest information on the adult discipleship
ministry, check out the website:
www.lincolnchristianchurch.org/next.

High School Christmas Caroling Party

Zach Ramsey
Student Minister

Join us Dec 15 from 6:00–9:00 p.m. for our
Christmas Party. We are going to serve our
community. It’s going to be great. Please bring a
plate of cookies to pass. NO PEANUTS OR NUT
PRODUCTS!

Mark Your Calendar – CIY Trips
Watch for sign-ups in the new year!

Student Ministry Website:
lccstudents.com

5th Grade SuperStart | February 28–29
Approximate cost is $70 plus meals

WELCOME
Students Parents

Important Info About Our Texts!
For Jr. High, text
jhfuel to 97000
For High School, text
thegathering to 97000
You will receive text messages from Lincoln Christian Church.
No purchase necessary. Message & data rates may apply.
Messages frequency varies. Reply STOP to stop, HELP for help.
Terms: http://97000.co/t. Privacy policy: http://97000.co/p.

Post² – High School
We will have Post2 for 2 hours after The Gathering
Sunday, November 10! We will play some games,
hang out, and a few surprises. Freshmen bring
drinks and snacks for all.

Mission Dominican Team Meeting
Our first Team Meeting
will be Monday, Nov 18th
at 7 pm in Rooms 15–16.

Jr. High Christmas Caroling Party
Hey 5th-8th Graders, join us Dec 11 from 6:00–8:00
p.m. for our Christmas Caroling Party. We will go to
the Christian Village to Carol and then come back
to the church building for some cookies and hot
chocolate. Please bring a plate of cookies to pass.
NO PEANUTS OR NUT PRODUCTS!

6th–8th Grade Believe | April 18–19
Approximate cost is $115 plus meals
8th–12th Grade Move | July 6–11
Approximate cost is $380 plus meals

8th Grade Scholarships for CIY Move
8th Grade Students who attend CIY Believe April 6
–7 can apply for a scholarship for $115 for Move.
That means that what you pay for Believe is taken
off the cost for Move. How sweet is that? Watch
for apps in the Spring.
Hey Juniors and Seniors! Check out LCU’s LEAP
Program!
Lincoln Christian
University’s Early
Achievement
Program (LEAP) is a
great opportunity
for high school
juniors and seniors
to get a practical
and affordable jump on their college education.
Through the LEAP dual enrollment program,
students have the opportunity to enroll and
receive credit for college courses while still in high
school at a discounted rate. Begin your college
journey now by enrolling in LCU classes either on
campus or online! For more info, go to https://
www.lincolnchristian.edu/academics/programs.
Seriously! You should check out this program!

Marcia Wells
Children’s Minister

KIDS WORSHIP — November 2019
God’s Game Plan—The Church

What is the Church? How does
she work? How is God’s Church
supposed to work? What’s
my place in the Church?
What are spiritual gifts? What
are my gifts? How can I use
them? What does unity
mean? What does testimony
and witness and humility mean?
How do I do those things?
These are all BIG questions for young kids, but they
are questions that kids want and need to the
answers to! During the month of November, we will
be discovering how the early church worked and
grew. We will find out ways that we can follow that
model yet today as we explore God’s Game Plan
for us!
Our focus for the month is “Sharing Our Faith.”
James 4:10 is our key verse: “Humble yourselves
before the Lord. ” If you would like to review this
month’s series with your child, the titles, texts and
themes (in italics) are listed below.





The Importance of the Body. 1 Corinthians 12:12
–27. When we work together, God can work
through us.
The Believers Share with Each Other. Acts 4:32–
35. We put others first.
John Baptizes People in the Jordan River.
Matthew 3:1–6; Galatians 3:26–27. We please
God when we obey.
Jesus Washes the Disciples’ Feet. John 13:1–17.
We can serve others as Jesus did.

We have a couple of openings in
our 4-year-old Monday-Thursday
afternoon Preschool class. If you
know someone who might be
looking for preschool openings
please have them call
217.732.7618 and ask for Jenni or
email jenni.godfrey@lincolnchristianchurch.org.

KIDS HAND BELLS
SUNDAY,
NOVEMBER 24
9:15 and 10:45 a.m.
(between services)
Plan to join us! (4-year-old class thru 4th graders)
Kids Hand Bells will be playing between services in
the Family Room on November 24. We will
practice each Sunday in November. If your child
would like to participate, we hope they can be
here each Sunday to practice with us! We will
have a sign up sheet at the Kids Check-In Desk.
Please sign your child up, so that we will be able to
put our staging together with plenty of room.

KIDS CLUB Wednesdays | 6:30–7:45
Join us for Kids Club on
Wednesday nights! Each week
we are learning bout animals
“At the Zoo.” We’ve learned
fascinating lessons about some
of the creatures God created.
AND we are learning some
incredible lessons about our
relationship with God!
It was an awesome night, when
The Decatur Mobile Zoo visited
us and we got to see some amazing creatures up
close! We even got to touch an alligator! (See the
picture below from that special event!). We hope
that if you haven’t joined us on Wednesdays
already you will soon!!

Laurin Hill
Worship Minister

Thanks!
to the Worship Choir for the
Harvest of Talents
Celebration Service at LCU
on Sunday, October 27!
Thanks for lifting your voice
to lead the Body of Christ in
worship as we celebrated the Lord of the Harvest!

It’s Time to Sing!

The Worship Choir for Celebrate! Christmas
2019 is being formed. This provides a way for you
to sing with a shorter commitment time. The goal is
to combine the Sanctuary Choir, Fellowship
Center vocalists, other adults who sing and our
students from Good News
and HeartSong together for
a dynamic multigenerational worship
leading ensemble!
Here is how it works. These rehearsals are on
Sundays or Wednesdays and there are lots of
choices. Attendance at any four of these
rehearsals listed below through Dec. 8, is critical in
order to participate in Celebrate! Christmas 2019.
Here’s the list so you can get them on your
schedule now.







Sun, Nov 10
Wed, Nov 13
Sun, Nov 17
Wed, Nov 20
Wed, Dec 4
Sun, Dec 8

@
@
@
@
@
@

Christmas Decking the Hall – Get on
Your Calendars Now!
There will be two nights of decorating where a ton
of people are needed to transform three key areas
of our building into festiveness for Christmas.
1) Deck the Hall (Part I) is Monday, December 2,
from 5:00–9:00 p.m. where we will work on the
Sanctuary, Family Room, and Fellowship
Center.
Please bring a dish or goody to
share and we will have a light meal to start
with, then get to decking!
2) Deck the Hall (Part II) is Monday, December 9,
from 5:00–9:00 p.m. where we will set up the
staging and decorate the second part of the
Sanctuary in preparation for Celebrate!
Christmas 2019.
Again, bring a dish or
goody to share to start with a light meal and
then we will get going.
3) UNDeck the Hall is Monday, January 6, from
6:00–9:00 p.m. where we will put it all away.
Please put these dates on your calendar to help
make our building ready for the community to
experience the hope and joy of the Christmas
season! Many hands make light work! (Though
some of it is heavy . . .) All children and students
8th grade and younger must be accompanied by
a parent!

5:00–5:30 or 6:00–6:30 p.m.
6:30–7:00 p.m.
5:00–5:30 or 6:00–6:30 p.m.
6:30–7:00 p.m.
6:30–7:00 p.m.
5:00–5:30 or 6:00–6:30 p.m.

Not optional rehearsals are:
Wednesday, December 11 (DRESS REHEARSAL)
6:30–9:00 p.m.
Saturday, December 14 Celebrate! Christmas
2:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m.
Sunday, December 15 in all three morning
services in the Sanctuary (the first 25ish
minutes of each service)
You’ll have the opportunity to have a CD to
listen to. Please email Laurin to let him know of
your interest in the Worship Choir opportunities at
laurin.hill@lincolnchristianchurch.org.

50th Year Reunion Concert
for Good News is May 23–24,
2020! All former GN students, sponsors,
directors, and youth ministers, please
go to lincolnchristianchurch.org/GN50
to update your contact information,
tell us when you were in GN, share
memories, and keep up to date with
all of the Reunion Concert details!

Global Impact Highlight:

Local Impact Highlight:

Dominican Republic: Ashley Erb

His Hands Outreach

Ashley’s newsletters are an
inspiration to read as she describes
her many and varied experiences
in her ministry in the DR such as
killing lizards, cock roaches,
training a puppy who will grow to
be half her height, moving from place to place to find
a place to call home, and walking literally everywhere
(until just recently). Uber has
arrived in the DR, but it is not
always reliable she says.
Therefore, she is very grateful
for a car provided by the
generous giving of the LCC
Children’s Ministry.

Our Savior is all about change,
growth, and blessings. We are
seeing all of these characteristics
in our kids and families at Hope
Grows. Instead of the traditional
classroom style lesson, here at
Hope Grows we “circle up” and
talk about our word for the week. Our discussions
are raw and real and many of our kids are now
praying out loud and from the heart. We discuss
how Jesus lived his life and how God is always with
us. We are becoming a family and like a family we
care for and pray for each other. Our kids are also
gaining motivation in how they care for those
outside of “our family.”

Hosting international ministry teams is her major
responsibility—a total of 32 teams this summer and a
goal of 100 for 2020. Her job is to prepare the
facilitators and interns to handle various aspects of
the visiting teams such as transportation,
communication, tours, and service projects. These
projects include different emphases ranging from
medical, sports, church planting, to community
development. The church planting group has planned
a goal of planting 1000 churches within 10 years.
She is quite excited about the
Leadership Development
Complex which provides space
for soccer, baseball, basketball,
English classes, and trade skills
such a woodworking and
mechanics. All of this is to attract nationals to
experience the gospel in action. Eventually the facility
will include additional vocational skills and space for a
seminary.
Ashley asks that we continue to pray for her to meet
each day’s challenges. Pray also for those from LCC
going to the DR next summer.

Recently, they won first place in the Oasis
Scarecrow Contest and received a small financial
prize. Instead of enjoying the reward themselves,
they asked to do something to help the homeless
and spent their entire prize money to purchase
McDonald’s gift cards which they gave out to the
homeless at the Uturn Life Center in Springfield. We
cannot always change the life situation our kids
face, but we are equipping our kids to deal with
life differently and that is a huge change for their
world. As part of the Body of Christ we pray that
along with us at His Hand’s Outreach, you also see
many changes and allow God to lead you in a
lifestyle of change.

NEWS FOR THE FAMILY!
New Members by Baptism:
Supitcha Siltman – 9/29/19

New Members by Transfer:
Sympathy & Prayers
Eli & Jenni Godrefy and Kascel family at the passing of Jenni’s grandmother, Pat Miller; Tim & Lorna Searby,
Beth Snyder, and Emmary Roemer and families at the passing of Tim and Beth’s mother and Emmary’s
grandmother, Emma Searby; family and friends at the passing of Rick Champ.
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