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My wife and my children and me were at my 

parent’s home in Canton Ohio for Christmas years 

ago. It came time to leave for home and I couldn’t 

get all our luggage plus the new Christmas presents 

into the trunk of our small car. I kept trying to shut 

the lid and it wouldn’t go down and it was getting 

colder by the minute. I looked at my family in the 

nice warm car, snuggled in tight, and I got a little 

resentful. I wondered what I had done to my 

parents to make them want to punish me by getting 

my children such large gifts? I tried to rearrange the 

packages and I got a little impatient as the trunk lid 

still wouldn’t go down. Then it happened . . . I was 

pushing on the lid, slipped, and scraped my 

knuckles. I finally tried to sit on the lid and force it 

close and that’s when my dear wife got out and 

came around the car saying, “What’s the matter, it 

won’t go down?” Are you kidding me? What do 

you think I’m doing out here, fanning myself with the 

trunk lid?  

          Does anybody really need Christmas? Do we 

need the decorating, entertaining, gift-giving, 

spending, the gathering, singing, worshiping, 

traveling, hugging, thanking, and the Black Friday 

madness through Christmas morning mayhem? The 

kids and grandkids want the presents. Retailers want 

your business. Your family wants you to travel to 

them. Your friends want you to attend their parties. 

Why do we expend so much energy on these 

things? Who needs Christmas really?  

          If you were to ask people why we need 

Christmas, you would get all kinds of different 

answers: 

 Retailers need Christmas because the amount 

they sell at Christmas basically makes or breaks 

their year. After all, they have to buy gifts for 

their families! Last year, Americans spent over 

$154 billion on everything from candy canes to 

Christmas cards. Even though projections say 

that we will spend slightly less per person this 

year, the numbers are still staggering. 

 Kids need Christmas, they’ll tell you, because 

they need a break from school and a time to 

get some really great stuff. 

 Ask grandparents why we need Christmas and 

they’ll go on and on about their grandkids. If 

you’re lucky, they’ll pull out their phones and 

Ron Otto 
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show you pictures of last years Christmas. 

“Doesn’t my grandson look adorable?” 

 Some people will claim that we need 

Christmas because it’s a time of peace and 

goodwill. And then they head to the mall to 

fight with someone else over the last of this 

year’s hottest toy or they curse the traffic that 

they find themselves in or they’ll flip a lid over 

the parking situation. 

 Even churches say we need Christmas 

because it is a time when people are more 

willing to focus on spiritual matters. 

Every year, much of the world celebrates 

Christmas without really understanding why. 

We’ve done a great job of perpetuating the 

“what” and the “how” of Christmas. But a lesser 

job concerning the “why?” Ask Jesus WHY we 

need Christmas and the answer is nothing like the 

reasons we just looked at. Jesus very clearly told us 

why we need Christmas in just one sentence: “I 

have come that they might have life and have it 

abundantly” (John 10:10). But who believed that? 

          The answer: Everyone! At the first Christmas 

everybody seemed to be searching what Jesus 

came to bring, no matter who they were: the rich 

and powerful, the outcasts, the lonely, the 

forgotten, the broken, the defeated, the lost . . . 

everybody. And maybe, we all still do! 

          Christmas is a celebration of a gift that was 

given to the world. This gift is powerful, life-

changing and eternal. It’s the kind of gift 

everybody needs and anyone can receive! This 

may be the year you discover that you need 

Christmas more than you ever thought! 

  

Upcoming Sermon Series: 

Dec 1       God Needed Christmas 

Dec 8       Our World Needed Christmas 

Dec 15       I Need Christmas 

Dec 22       Christmas (Eve) . . . Who Needs it? 

Dec 29      +ing: An Active Faith 



 

Interested in Membership? 

Ready for your Next Step? 
Join our LifeStep 1: Discover 

Lincoln Christian Church. Explore 

your faith and the beliefs of 

Lincoln Christian Church in a 

relaxed setting with Ron Otto 

and Brandon Boyd. You’ll get to 

ask any questions you have as 

well as meet others who are 

exploring the same journey. This class meets on 

Sunday, January 26, 2020 from 5:00–7:00 p.m. It’s 

free, it’s casual, and we provide dinner (but not 

childcare). Sign up at the Welcome Center or at 
www.lincolnchristianchurch.org/lifestep. 
  

Spring Sign-ups 
In January, you will have the opportunity to take 

some important next steps in your faith. There will 

be opportunities to sign up for LifeGroups, Sunday 

School Classes, and Bible studies. Each of these 

group settings are focused on deepening a 

different area of your spiritual walk. We will also be 

having sign-ups for ministry teams where you can 

join with others in making a local impact in our 

church, community, and globally in our world. 

 

Sunday School 
A great first place to connect with new friends 

and to learn the Bible is in one of our seven adult 

Sunday School Classes. We have classes for all 

adults at every stage of life. For more info stop by 

the Welcome Center or visit us online at 

www.lincolnchristianchurch.org/connect. 
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Men On Fire 
Join with other men as they study ways to apply 

the powerful truths of the Bible to daily life. For 

more information, you can contact Tim Becke at 

tim@menonfire.org. Men on Fire meets each 

Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. in Room 300. 

 

Ladies Bible Study 
After the new year watch for 

sign-ups for the spring session of 

Ladies Bible Study. This eight-

session study by Kelly Minter will 

encourage you by learning to 

recognize when God is working 

during periods of waiting, how 

to trust God’s plan when life 

doesn’t make sense, and to 

rest in the sufficiency of His 

presence in every circumstance. His provision is 

enough, His presence is constant, and His purpose 

is unstoppable.  

 

Next Steps Website 
For the latest information on the adult discipleship 

ministry, check out the website:   

www.lincolnchristianchurch.org/next. 

 

A Word of Thanks 
I want to take the opportunity to thank all our 

ministry team leaders and members, our teachers, 

LifeGroup leaders, coaches, and Bible Study 

leaders. Your ministry is very important to the work 

of Lincoln Christian Church and our mission to  

influence Lincoln, Logan County, the United States 

and the world for Jesus Christ. Merry Christmas! 

End of the Year Giving 

According to IRS standards, all contributions for 

2019 must be received by noon in the Lincoln 

Christian Church office on Tuesday, December 31, 

2019 or by being post-marked on or before 

December 31, 2019. If you have any questions, 

please contact the Church Office at 217.732.7618 

or lcchurch@lincolnchristianchurch.org. 
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Student Ministry Website: 
lccstudents.com 

 

 
 

Important Info About Our Texts! 

For Jr. High, text 

jhfuel to 97000 

For High School, text 

thegathering to 97000 
 

You will receive text messages from Lincoln Christian Church. 

No purchase necessary. Message & data rates may apply. 

Messages frequency varies. Reply STOP to stop, HELP for help. 

Terms: http://97000.co/t. Privacy policy: http://97000.co/p. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jr. High Christmas Caroling Party  
Hey 5th-8th Graders, join us Dec. 11 from 6:00–8:00 

p.m. for our Christmas Caroling Party. We will go to 

the Christian Village to carol and then come back 

to the church building for some cookies and hot 

chocolate. We will be back in time for HeartSong’s 

dress rehearsal at 7:30 p.m. Please bring a plate of 

cookies to pass. NO PEANUTS OR NUT PRODUCTS! 

 

High School Christmas Party  
Join us Dec 15 from 6:00–9:00 p.m. for our 

Christmas Party. We are going to serve our 

community by buying Angel Tree gifts. It’s going to 

be great. Please bring a plate of cookies to pass. 

NO PEANUTS OR NUT PRODUCTS! 

Mark Your Calendar – CIY Trips 
Watch for sign-ups in the new year! 

 

 

5th Grade SuperStart | February 28–29 

$75 plus meals 

 

 

6th–8th Grade Believe | April 18–19 

$115 plus meals 

 

 

8th–12th Grade Move | July 6–11 

$380 plus meals 

 

8th Grade Scholarships for CIY Move 
8th Grade Students who attend CIY Believe this 

year can apply for a scholarship for $115 for Move. 

That means that what you pay for Believe is taken 

off the cost for Move. How sweet is that? Watch 

for apps in the Spring. 

 

Hey Juniors and Seniors! Check out LCU’s 

LEAP Program! 
Lincoln Christian 

University’s Early 

Achievement 

Program (LEAP) is a 

great opportunity 

for high school 

juniors and seniors 

to get a practical and affordable jump on their 

college education. Through the LEAP dual 

enrollment program, students have the 

opportunity to enroll and receive credit for college 

courses while still in high school at a discounted 

rate. Begin your college journey now by enrolling 

in LCU classes either on campus or online! For 

more info, go to https://www.lincolnchristian.edu/

academics/programs. Seriously! You should check 

out this program! 

 

Help the Student Ministry by buying 

Cracker Barrel, Sorrento’s and Walmart 

Gift Cards  
You can buy gift cards on Sundays between 

services at the Student Info Desk in the Family 

Room to help students take part in discipleship 

events. You pay for the value of the gift card and 

a percentage of that money goes to the Youth 

Fund to help students who need financial aid!  

Students   Parents 

WELCOME  



 

PRESCHOOL PROGRAM 
LCC Preschool children will present 

their annual Christmas Program 

Sunday, December 15, at 3:00 p.m. 

You are invited to attend this 

special program. 

 

IMPACTING OUR WORLD! 
In Kids Ministry, our 

offerings rotate to help 

different missionaries. 

Currently, we are 

helping Ashley Erb in the 

Dominican Republic. 

You may remember 

Ashley from her time with 

our kids as Children’s 

Ministry Associate. Our 

kids have done an awesome job of coming 

alongside Ashley. Our VBS offering was enough to 

help her lease a car at $100/month and the kids 

weekly offerings help with our pledge to support 

her monthly expenses. Ashley will be coming home 

in mid-December and telling our kids all about her 

work in the DR. Make sure to talk with your kids 

about what they are learning and stretch their 

understanding of mission work.   

 

SPECIAL EVENT 
Kids Club will finish for the semester on December 

4. We will resume on January 8 with a special 

event. Watch your kids take home papers and 

upcoming announcements for more details. 

 

Best Wishes  

McKenna 
It is bittersweet that we will 

soon be saying goodbye to 

McKenna Southard as 

Children’s Ministry Associate.  

She will be leaving us to serve 

as Children’s Minister in Brazil, 

Indiana. In addition, she will 

be graduating from LCU in 

December and marrying Jason Kitson. While we 

will miss her, we celebrate all these awesome 

milestones with her and wish her the very best as 

she continues to faithfully serve kids and families. 

 

KIDS WORSHIP—December 2019 
Stocking Stuffers—God’s Love 
During the month of December 
our kids will be challenged to 
be different! From the birth of 
Jesus, when God’s love for us 
was made known in 
Bethlehem’s manger to 
John’s clear message that 
we are to share this love with 
others, kids will discover this 
“different” love and how they 
can share it! They will  be challenged to live with 
Christ-like love for others with the help of the Holy 
Spirit.     

Our focus for the month is “God’s Best Gift.”  
Deuteronomy 6:5  is our key verse:  “Love the Lord 
with all your heart.” If you would like to review this 
month’s series with your child, the titles, texts and 
themes (in italics) are listed below.   

  

 Light of the World. Matthew 5:13–16. We show 

God’s love to the world. 

 Mary Praises God for Jesus. Luke 1:39:56. Jesus 

deserves our love and appreciation. 

 The Messiah is Born. Luke 2:1–20. We love God 

for sending His Son. 

 John Tells About Love. 1 John 4:7–16. The Holy 

Spirit helps us love others.  

 

 

PRESCHOOL OPENINGS 
We have a couple of openings in 

our 4-year-old Monday-Thursday 

afternoon Preschool class. If you 

know someone who might be 

looking for preschool openings 

please have them call 

217.732.7618 and ask for Jenni or 

email jenni.godfrey@lincolnchristianchurch.org. 

Marcia Wells 

Children’s Minister 
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Thank you from Good News! 
Good News’ Carry-Out Pork Chop Dinner was 

a huge success—we sold over 600 carry-out pork 

chop meals! Thank you for supporting our Good 

News students as we prepare for our tour in June. 

Good News is made up of 9th–12th grade 

students. Our Home Concert will be Monday, June 

1, 2020, at 7:00 p.m. followed by our eight-day 

ministry tour heading southeast to Orlando, June 2

–9, 2020. Thanks for your continued support of 

Good News as we prepare to travel and share the 

Good News of Jesus Christ! 

The next opportunity you have to help the 

students of Good News and HeartSong is our 

annual Ultimate All-You-Can-Eat Breakfast 

Fundraiser coming up on Saturday, March 14, 2020 

from 6 a.m. to 1 p.m. The students will have their 

tickets to sell in February. Mark your calendar now!  

 

Deck the Hall! 
There will be one night of decorating where a ton 

of people are needed to transform the building for 

Christmas to welcome our community. Please 

come to help “Deck the Hall!” We will have a light 

meal to share beginning at 5:00 p.m. Bring 

something to share food-wise. 

1) Deck the Hall is Monday, December 2, from 

5:00–9:00 p.m. where we will work on the 

Sanctuary, Family Room, and Fellowship 

Center. All children and students 8th grade 

and younger must be accompanied by a 

parent! 

2) UNDeck the Hall is Monday, January 6, from 

6:00–9:00 p.m. where we will put it all away. 

Many hands make light work! YOU are needed to 

help us prepare to share the joy of Christ! 
  



Local Impact Highlight: 
Angel Tree Ministry 

 
Our Each year, thousands of churches 

reach out to many of the 1.5 million 

children whose parents are 

incarcerated over the holidays. 

Our church can reach out to the 

children of prisoners in the Lincoln 

community by providing them 

Christmas gifts, given in love, on 

behalf of their incarcerated parent. 

But Angel Tree doesn’t end there. The gift 

deliveries themselves provide an opportunity to 

share the love and hope of Christ. Through your 

ongoing care, you can help these precious 

children grow in their hope, strengthen their 

relationship with their incarcerated parent, and 

pursue the opportunities God has for them. 

          Angel Tree Tag Distribution will begin on 

Sunday, December 8, at the beginning of second 

and third services. Please come by the Welcome 

Center to select a “clothing” or “toy” tag for a 

specific child. You can also choose a “cookie tag” 

to bake cookies for a family. 

          Wrapped gifts and cookies will need to be 

returned to church the very next Sunday, 

December 15. Please help us reach out to these 

children by joining the Angel Tree for a life-

changing experience. 

          For more information about the Angel Tree 

Ministries go to www.angeltree.org. 

Global Impact Highlight: 
Jan Barczuk: PBT and Mission to Jews 

 
First up, Pioneer Bible Translators: Jan 

was instrumental in getting 

governmental approval for Poland 

PBT, the newest region entered by 

PBT. Currently, he is seeking qualified 

Polish Christians to form a board of 

directors. One of Jan’s first projects 

was to translate into Polish the book Extreme Prayer, 

written by Greg Pruitt, PBT Director. 

          PBT Poland is now translating Scriptures into 

Roma (think nomad or gypsie) languages. As a result 

of this effort, 30 Roma teens have already attended a 

youth camp in Poland. One young woman became a 

Christian. Pray for her to be an influence for others. 

Jan is also connected to an organization who builds 

playgrounds in poverty areas and is seeking to have 

one built for the Roma children of Ukraine. He recently 

spoke to a group of Polish Christians in Chicago, IL 

and the children are collecting funds to buy Christmas 

presents for the Roma children. 

          Next, Mission to Jews: For 10 years, this Christian 

agency has been inviting Jewish Holocaust survivors to 

Poland for a week of hospitality and restoration. There 

has been a ready response from many groups who 

have come to know Christians care deeply about 

them. It is actually possible for anyone to volunteer to 

serve during one of these camps. If you are interested, 

just contact Jan. 

          Finally, if you have easily movable, no-longer-

used, musical instruments, Jan would be happy to 

accept them as donations for Christians in Eastern 

Europe who have no funds to buy instruments of their 

own. Pray for Jan for continued health, energy, and 

safety in each of these ministries for Christ. 

          And if these two growing ministries don’t keep 

Jan busy enough, he married a lovely lady in Poland 

in September. 

NEWS FOR THE FAMILY! 
New Members by Baptism: 
Ellie Bowden – 11/17/19 

Carl Ryan Kennedy – 11/24/19 
 

New Members by Transfer: 
Ryan Witkowski – 11/3/19 

Brittany Witkowski – 11/3/19 
 

Sympathy & Prayers 
Larry & Joy Whitbeck and family at the passing of 

Larry’s mother. 
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