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Christmas Isn’t Just
for Angels
Glass Beach is on a Pacific Ocean beachfront in
California, 120 miles north of San Francisco. The
beach is literally covered with billions of small beads
of glass of every color imaginable. Mythology tells us
these sea glass pebbles are “Mermaid Tears.” It’s
rumored that every time a sailor is lost at sea, the
mermaids tears are the sea glass washing up on
shore. But, this glass covered beach was created by
people. Over time the continual force of the
pounding surf has corrected one of man's careless
mistakes.
The history goes way back following the
GREAT QUAKE of 1906 that devastated San
Francisco. There was no place to dump all of the
building debris, so the townspeople chose to clear
the huge amount of rubble by dumping it in the
ocean thinking it would wash away. Much to their
surprise, it didn’t. For years and years, it just built up
until they decided to burn it. Yet, the dumping
continued there until the mid-1960's.
Now, many years later, nature has cleansed
and reclaimed this beach. Years of pounding
waves and tidal action have crushed, rounded,
and polished tons of glass and piled it onto the
beach—converting trash to treasure.
Beauty from a dump? What nature has done
by accident, God does regularly.
How much do you remember about Rudolph
the Red Nose Reindeer? That show first aired in 1964
and it has been a staple ever since.
Rudolph and his elf buddy, Hermey, don’t fit in
with the others. Rudolph looks different from the
other reindeer. Hermey is not interested in making
toys. Hermey wants to be a dentist. Not surprisingly,
his elf supervisor is upset with his unproductiveness.
So the two outcasts set off to find their real purpose.
The part of the story that resonates with me
these days is when Hermey and Rudolph find their
way to the Island of Misfit Toys. All of the toys on this
island are castoffs because they are flawed or
different. There is a “Charlie in the Box” instead of a
Jack; a train with square wheels; a boat that sinks in
water; and a squirt gun that shoots jelly. All of these

flawed toys are banished to the Island of Misfit
Toys.
Maybe you and I can identify with this story.
Many see themselves as misfits. They believe they
are flawed and worthless. They have allowed a
perceived idea of what a “good” Christian should
look like to cause them to feel like they don’t
measure up. The doubts overwhelm them. “I don’t
know my scriptures. I can’t sing well. I am afraid to
share my faith.”
The truth is that the most important observer,
God, sees more in us that he’s willing to bring out
and polish. So if you are feeling like a misfit toy this
Christmas season you can trust this truth: You are
of great value. You are a child of God. You were
created with a great purpose. You are not a misfit
or a dump anymore. You have a new identity in
Christ.
God does not create misfits. He creates
people in His image. Satan would like us to retreat
to our own island of misfits to feel sad and
worthless, but God has another gathering place in
mind. And in this wonderful place there are no
misfits.
We are beginning the Christmas season at
LCC with a brand new sermon series titled,
Christmas Isn’t Just For Angels. One of the unique
aspects of the Christmas story is how many former
misfits are a part of it. God has always use some
pretty messed up, broken, and unnoticed people
to bring about the miracle of Christ’s birth. That
part of the story translates into a lot of hope for all
of us. To recognize all the misfits is to see the value
in me.

Upcoming Sermon Series:

Dec 2
Dec 9
Dec 16
Dec 23

Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, & Bathsheba
Joseph, Mary, Bethlehem, & Nazareth
Shepherds
I’m a Misfit Too!

Brandon Boyd
Minister of
Adult Discipleship

Interested in Membership?
Ready for your Next Step?
Join our LifeStep 1: Discover Lincoln
Christian Church. Explore your faith
and the beliefs of Lincoln Christian
Church in a relaxed setting with Ron Otto and
Brandon Boyd. You’ll get to ask any questions you
have as well as meet others who are exploring the
same journey. This class meets on Sunday, January
27 from 5:00–7:00 p.m. It’s free, it’s casual, and we
provide dinner (but not childcare). Sign up at the
Welcome Center.

Spring Sign-Ups
In January, you will have the opportunity to take
some important next steps in faith. There will be
opportunities for sign-up for LifeGroups, Sunday
School Classes, and Bible Studies. We will also be
having sign-ups for ministry teams where you can
join with others in making an impact in our church,
local community, and in our world.

Sunday School
A great first place to connect with new friends
and to learn the Bible is one of our eight adult
Sunday School Classes. We have classes for all
adults, so stop by the Welcome Center or the
Adult Discipleship Website for more information.

Adult Discipleship Website
For the latest information on the adult discipleship
ministry, check out the website—
lccdiscipleshipministry.wordpress.com.

Men on Fire
Join with other men as they study ways to apply
the powerful truths of the Bible to daily life. Men on
Fire meets Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. in Room 300.
You can contact Tim Becke at 217.871.2681 or
tim@menonfire.org for details.

Ladies Bible Study
Watch after the new year for
sign-ups for the spring session of
Ladies Bible Study. This 7-session
study by Priscilla Shirer will
encourage you to recognize
your weakness as the key that
the Lord gives you to unlock the
full experience of His strength in
your life. Instead of ignoring,
neglecting, or trying to escape
your weaknesses, learn to see them as the gifts
given specifically and strategically by God. If
you've ever felt insufficient, ill-equipped,
incompetent, or outnumbered, this study is for you.

A Word of Thanks
I want to take the opportunity to thank all our
ministry team leaders and members, our teachers,
lifegroup leaders, coaches, and Bible study
leaders. Your ministry is very important to the work
of Lincoln Christian Church and our mission to
influence Lincoln, Logan County, the United States
and the world for Jesus Christ. Merry Christmas in
the fullest sense!

Mark Your Calendar for CIY Trips

Zach Ramsey
Student Minister

5th Grade SuperStart | March 1–2
Approximate cost—$70 plus meals. Open
registration and more details TBA.
6th–8th Grade Believe| April 6–7
Approximate cost—$115 plus meals. Open
registration and more details TBA.

Student Ministry Website:
lccstudents.com
WELCOME
Students Parents

Text Updates!
For Jr. High, text Fuel to 40650. For
High School, text Gathering to 40650.

Post | High School
We will have Post after The Gathering on Sunday,
November 11, from 8:00–9:00 p.m. We will play
some dodgeball with a few surprises! Juniors brings
drinks and snacks.

8th–12th Grade Move | July 8–13
Approximate cost—$365 plus meals. Open
registration and more details TBA.

8th Grade Scholarships for CIY Move
8th Grade students who attend CIY Believe April 6 –
7 can apply for a scholarship for $115 for Move.
That means what you pay for Believe is taken off
the total cost Move. How sweet is that?!

Church! Help the Student Ministry buying
Walmart and Cracker Barrel Gift Cards!
You can buy gift cards at the Student Info Desk in
the Family Room to help pay the fees for students
take part in discipleship events. You purchase the
value of the gift card and a percentage of that
money goes to the Youth Fund to help students
who need financial aid!

Free Money!!!
LCC families! Family Fundraising Accounts help
you raise funds through physical gift cards/
certificates or online e-gifts cards that earn rebate
percentages for students and families to use for
trips! For more info about how to register and
order, please see Jenni at the Student Info Desk on
Sundays, call the Church Office at 217.732.7618, or
email jenni.godfrey@lincolnchristianchurch.org.

Jr. High Christmas Caroling Party
Hey 5th–8th Graders, join us Dec 6 from 6:00–8:00
p.m. for our Christmas Caroling Party. We will go to
the Christian Village to Carol and then come back
to the church building for some cookies and hot
chocolate. Please bring a plate of cookies to pass.
NO PEANUTS OR NUT PRODUCTS!

High School Christmas Caroling Party
Join us December 9 from 6:00–9:00 p.m. for our
Christmas Party. We are going to make gifts to
send to our missionaries around the world to wish
them a Merry Christmas! Its going to be great.
Please bring a plate of cookies to pass. NO
PEANUTS OR NUT PRODUCTS!

Juniors and Seniors – LCU’s LEAP Program!
Lincoln Christian University’s
Early Achievement
Program (LEAP) is a great
opportunity for high school
juniors and seniors to get a
practical and affordable
jump on their college
education. Through the LEAP dual enrollment
program, students have the opportunity to enroll
and receive credit for college courses while still in
high school at a discounted rate. Begin your
college journey now by enrolling in LCU classes
either on campus or online! For more info visit
www.lincolnchristian.edu/academics/programs/.
Seriously! You should check out this program!

Marcia Wells
Children’s Minister

KIDS CLUB
Special Event | Wednesday, Dec. 5

KIDS WORSHIP — December 2018
During the month of December,
during Kids Worship we will learn
that Christmas means a lot
more than the presents that
are under the tree! Kids will
discover that the events of
Christmas involved a lot of
“telling.” Prophets told, the
angels told, the innkeeper
undoubtedly told, and shepherds
as well had a lot to tell. Through this series, we will
find that we can continue to tell the story of Jesus’
birth and that our “telling” still has an impact on
the world today!
If you would like to encourage and review
this study with your child, the weekly topics are
listed below (the weekly point is listed in italics).
During this month we will focus on a key verse from
Luke 2:11, “The Savior—yes, the Messiah, the
Lord—has been born today in Bethlehem, the city
of David!”






Prophets Foretell Jesus’ Birth. Isaiah 7:14; 9:6–7;
We put our hope in Jesus.
An Angel Appears to Mary and Joseph.
Matthew 1:18–25; Luke 1:26–38; We believe
Jesus is God’s Son.
Jesus is Born in Bethlehem. Luke 2:1–7. We
receive God’s greatest gift.
Shepherds Learn That Jesus is Born. Luke 2:8–20;
We tell others about Jesus.
Wise Men Visit Jesus. Matthew 2:1–12; We seek
Jesus every day.

LCC Preschool
Thanksgiving Feast
Our LCC Preschoolers and their families enjoyed a
delicious Thanksgiving Feast and shared a special
song with all of their guests. During the month of
November, they have been busy learning about
why we celebrate Thanksgiving as well as learning
how to write their names, count and so much
more! Pictures of their feast are on the right!

Kids Club kids, first through fourth grades, will go
Christmas Caroling at the Christian Nursing Home
on Wednesday, December 5. We will leave at 6:30
p.m. and return by 7:45 p.m. Pick up a permission
slip at the Check-In Desk. Be sure to join us for this
impact opportunity! It brings a lot of joy to the
residents and it is tons of fun!
Preschool and Kindergarten ages will remain
at the church on that evening (December 5) to
celebrate Christmas together!

Kids Hand Bells
Kids have two upcoming opportunities to play kids
bells.
 Sunday, December 16, kids (4 year old class
through 4th grade) will play carols between
the 8:15 and 9:30 service and again between
the 9:30 service and the 11:00 service. They will
be performing in the Family Room. Please
have your child here by 9:00 a.m. that day to
participate. We are practicing on Sunday
mornings, so no special practice is needed.
 Monday, December 24, kids (Kindergarten
through 4th grade) are invited to play the bells
for our Christmas Eve services. Kids may play at
one, two or all three of the services. Please sign
up to play for the service(s) you choose to at
the Children’s Check-In Desk. We will practice
for the Christmas Eve service on Sundays,
December 2, 9, and 16, at 5:30 p.m. We would
like for kids who are participating to be at two
of the three practices.

Preschool Christmas Program
You are invited to the LCC Preschool Christmas
Program on Sunday, December 16, at 3:00 p.m.

Deck the Hall—Part II
Laurin Hill
Worship Minister

Thank you from Good News!
Good News’ Carry-Out Pork Chop Dinner was a
huge success—we sold 762 carry-out pork chop
meals! Thank you for supporting our Good News
students as we prepare for our tour in June.
Good News is made up of 9th–12th grade
students. Our Home Concert will be Sunday, June
2, 2019, at 7:00 p.m. with our nine-day ministry tour
heading west to Utah then north to Montana and
North Dakota, June 3–11, 2019. Thanks for your
continued support of Good News as we prepare
to travel and share the Good News of Jesus Christ!
The next opportunity you have to help the
students of Good News and HeartSong is our
annual Ultimate All-You-Can-Eat Breakfast
Fundraiser coming up on Saturday, March 9, 2019
from 6 a.m. to 1 p.m. The students will have their
tickets to sell in February. Mark your calendar now!

There is still one more night of decorating where a
ton of people are needed to transform the
Fellowship Center for Celebrate! Christmas 2018.
Please come to help “Deck the Hall”, even for a
short time!
We will have a light meal to share
beginning at 5:00 p.m. Bring something to share
food-wise.
Deck the Hall (Part II) is Monday, December 3,
from 5:00–9:00 p.m. where we will decorate
the second part of the Fellowship Center
and set up the stage in preparation for
Celebrate! Christmas 2018.
UNDeck the Hall is Thursday,
January 3 from 6:00–9:00 p.m.
We will put all of the festiveness
away until next year.
Please come and help
make our building ready for
the Community to experience
the hope of Christmas! Many hands
make light work! YOU are
needed!

Global Impact Highlight:

Local Impact Highlight:

Kuki Christian Mission (KMMC) - Dr. T. Lunkim

Angel Tree Ministry

Massive flooding occurred during the summer
monsoon season in Imphal, India, the location of the
mission, hospital, nursing school, seminary, and
orphanage. Every able-bodied individual was asked
to help with the extensive damage. Many buildings
were destroyed as landslides occurred and 9 deaths
were reported. Fortunately the mission properties were
spared the worst of the disaster. KCCM gave all of
their current funds to flood relief and IDES granted
their request for relief funds.
Life goes on. Classes began one month late and
some students have little or no supplies, but they are
eager to learn. More scholarships are needed. The
KCCM flood relief funds need to be replaced so more
housing for students can be provided.
At least 115 new believers have been added to
Christ as well as two new village churches in Assam
State. Pastor Tib ahadur was originally converted to
Christ in the Nepali language by the Geinal Christian
Church of the Kuki mission. Now, as pastor, he was
able to convince Nepali officials to persuade the King
of Nepal to allow Christian worship and teaching.
Most Nepali are Buddhist.
Please come to the surprise
reception for Dr. T. Lunkim on
December 5, 6:00–7:45 p.m. in
rooms 15/16. We will celebrate his
95th Birthday and his many years of
faithful, obedient service for the Kingdom of God.

Each year, thousands of churches
reach out to many of the 1.5 million
children whose parents are
Incarcerated over the holidays.
Our church can reach out to the
children of prisoners in the Lincoln
community by providing them
Christmas gifts, given in love, on
behalf of their incarcerated parent.
But Angel Tree doesn’t end there. The gift
deliveries themselves provide an opportunity to
share the love and hope of Christ. Through your
ongoing care, you can help these precious
children grow in their hope, strengthen their
relationship with their incarcerated parent, and
pursue the opportunities God has for them.
Angel Tree Tag Distribution will begin on
Sunday, December 9, at the beginning of second
and third services. Please come by the Welcome
Center to select a “clothing” or “toy” tag for a
specific child. You can also choose a “cookie tag”
to bake cookies for a family.
Wrapped gifts and cookies will need to be
returned to church the very next Sunday,
December 16. Please help us reach out to these
children by joining the Angel Tree for a lifechanging experience.
For more information about the Angel Tree
Ministries go to www.angeltree.org.

NEWS FOR THE FAMILY!
New Members by Baptism:
Mazie Green – 10/21/18

New Members by Transfer:
Sean (Mason) Landers – 11/11/18
Wyatt Collier – 11/11/18
Dustyn Gaston – 11/11/18
Patrick Hewitt – 11/11/18
Tabitha Hewitt – 11/11/18
Joe Kuhlman – 11/18/18
Lisa Kuhlman – 11/18/18
Claire Kuhlman – 11/18/18
Olivia Kuhlman – 11/18/18

Sympathy & Prayers:
Gary & Jeanne Leich and family at the passing of
Gary’s brother, Marshal Leich; Brandon & Sarah Boyd
and family at the passing of Brandon’s grandfather,
Loyal Boyd.

End of the Year Giving
According to IRS standards, all contributions for
2018 must be received by noon in the Lincoln
Christian Church office on Monday, December 31,
2018 or by being post-marked on or before
December 31, 2018. If you have any questions,
please contact the Church Office at 217.732.7618
or lcchurch@lincolnchristianchurch.org.
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