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Give Me a Light 
 

Every so often, the History Channel has a program 

on supposed ancient aliens. The so-called 

“experts” believe that many of our ideas of 

miracles were actually alien encounters. They 

even go as far as to suggest that the virgin birth 

was an alien intervention. The aliens artificially 

inseminated Mary with alien sperm which explains 

Jesus’ superhuman abilities. It wasn’t God, it was 

alien DNA. . . . Alright, you can choose to believe 

these experts if you want OR you can listen to 

someone who investigated the story first hand and 

gave us his account of the truth. 

          First, let’s back up a little. What’s the big deal 

with a baby born 2000 years ago? Part of the 

answer is found several hundreds of years even 

before Jesus’ birth: 

The people who were sitting in darkness 

saw a great Light, and those who were 

sitting in the land of the shadow of 

death, upon them a Light has dawned 

(Isaiah 9:1–2). 

Which brings us to a group of shepherds sitting in 

the dark: 

And there were shepherds living out in 

the fields nearby, keeping watch over 

their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord 

appeared to them, and the glory of the 

Lord shone around them, and they were 

terrified (Luke 2:8–9). 

The shepherds are in the dark, being perfectly 

content and calm and peaceful, until God shows 

up. It is strange that when they’re in the dark 

they’re alright, but when they get into God’s light 

they’re terrified? Why? The longer we are in the 

darkness, the more natural that darkness becomes 

for us. The longer we are around darkness the 

more comfortable we become with it. A bright 

light in our face after we’ve been in darkness for a 

long time can be very uncomfortable at first. 

          Imagine you’re sleeping. You’re in a deep 

sleep in the middle of the night when all of a 

sudden, your spouse turns on the bright overhead 

light. What do you say to them? (Probably 

something you cannot say in church.) One thing is 

for sure, you yell, “Turn that light out!” 

          Our world does the same thing. They don’t 
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like God’s light because they’ve become too 

accustomed to the darkness. Our society says: 

“Get that Bible out of here . . . we don’t 

need to go that far.” 

“Get those 10 commandments off the 

courthouse walls . . . we don’t like to see 

them.” 

“Get that manger scene off public grounds 

 . . . we don’t want to be reminded.” 

In the Bible they yelled to turn out the light, but 

God still sent it. Today, even if many flinch under 

God’s light, he still continues to send it. He still 

wants to share it. He still wants to touch your life 

with his light. What darkness could Jesus shine a 

little light on for you? He said of himself: 

I am the light of the world. If you follow 

Me, you won’t be stumbling through the 

darkness, because you will have the light 

that leads to life (John 8:12). 

Do we believe that? 

          Light has always been a symbol of Hope. 

Costal shores are filled with lighthouses. They are 

fun to visit and to have your photo taken in front of 

with the family. In fact, they can seem a little 

useless nowadays with every ship having GPS. Ever 

since GPS, ships don’t have to worry about 

dangerous sea shores anymore or where the 

harbor is. However, there was a day before all 

those instruments that the lighthouse came to 

mean something wonderful to a lost ship. 

          I have been that lost ship. And when you’re 

lost, light is always welcomed.  

          Jesus said, “I have come as a light to shine in 

this dark world, so that all who put their trust in Me 

will no longer remain in darkness” (John 12:46). 

And in this we find the real meaning of Christmas— 

embrace the light. 
 

Upcoming Jesus. Messages: 
 

Dec 3 Jesus’ Coming Kingdom  Luke 17:20–37 

Dec 10 Jesus Teaches by Parables Luke 18:1–17 

Dec 17 Jesus & the Rich Younger Ruler Luke 18:18–30 

Dec 24 Jesus Gives Sight  Luke 18:31–43 

Dec 31 Jesus and Zacchaeus  Luke 19:1–10 
 

As we continue on in our Jesus. series, be reading 

and looking ahead at the above passages. 



 

Interested in Membership?      

Ready for your Next Step? 
Join our LifeStep 1: Discover Lincoln 

Christian Church. Explore your faith 

and the beliefs of Lincoln Christian 

Church in a relaxed setting with Ron 

Otto and Brandon Boyd. You’ll get to 

ask any questions you have as well 

as meet others who are exploring the same 

journey.  This class meets on Sunday, January 28 

from 5:00-7:00 p.m. in Family Room 1. It’s free, it’s 

casual, and we provide dinner (but not childcare). 

Sign-up at the Welcome Center. 

Wednesday Bible Study 
          Join Dr. Bob Monts for a six-week study, 

starting January 10. 

          “The letter came just when it was needed 

most. The situation was undeniably bleak. They 

paid their taxes, served in the military, and they 

did all they could to be good citizens. They ate the 

same food, kept up with the current styles, and 

acted—for the most part—just like any other 

upstanding person in their community. Yet, they 

were misunderstood and mistreated, some even 

to the point of death. As a group they were 

singled out by the highest governmental authority 

as parasites upon the land. Many were tortured 

and killed while others lost all of their possessions 

and became displaced wanderers. Indeed, such 

a letter could not have come at a better time.” 

          These folks, having been dispersed 

throughout the Roman Empire, were in dire need 

of encouragement. They needed a "letter from 
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home." 1 Peter was just that—a letter that offered 

hope to a beleaguered and hurting people. This 

study will examine what we can learn, living in the 

21st century, from those living in the 1st century. 

The study will urge you to keep your eye on our 

true home and not our temporary home. It will 

focus on how to live as one who doesn't fit here, 

but there. 

 

Man on Fire 
Join with other men as they 

study through the gospels 

looking at the Hard Teachings 

of Jesus. Very controversial, but 

very important. Men on Fire 

meets upstairs in Room 300 Wednesdays at 6:30 

p.m. Find more information at menonfire.org. 

 

Sunday School 
A great first place to connect with new friends and 

learn the Bible is one of our eight adult Sunday 

School Classes. We have classes for all adults, Stop 

by the Welcome Center or the Adult Discipleship 

Website (below) for more information. 

 

Ladies Bible Study 
After the new year, watch for sign-

ups for the spring session of Ladies 

Bible Study—All Things New, by Kelly 

Minter, a study of 2 Corinthians. 

 

Spring Sign-ups 
In January, you will have the opportunity to take 

some important next steps in growing your faith. 

There will be opportunities for sign up for 

LifeGroups, Adult Sunday School Classes, and 

weekly Bible studies. During this time, we will also 

be having sign-ups for ministry teams where you 

can join with others in making an impact within our 

church, local community, and around the world. 

 

Adult Discipleship Website 
For the latest information on the adult discipleship 

ministry, check out the website—   

lccdiscipleshipministry.wordpress.com. 



Zach Ramsey 

Student Minister 

 

Student Ministry Website: 
lccstudents.com. 

 

 

 

Text Updates! 
For Jr. High, text Fuel to 40650. For 

High School, text Gathering to 40650.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Jr. High Christmas Caroling Party  
Hey 5th–8th graders, join us December 6 from 6:00

–8:00 p.m. for our Christmas Caroling Party. We will 

go to The Christian Village to carol and then come 

back to the church building for some cookies and 

hot chocolate! Please bring a plate of cookies to 

share. NO PEANUTS OR NUT PRODUCTS!   

 

High School Christmas Caroling Party  
Join us December 10 from 6:00–9:00 p.m. for our 

Christmas Party. We will go shopping for Angel 

Tree and then come back to the church building 

to wrap the gift and to watch a Christmas movie! 

Please bring $5 for the gift and a plate of cookies 

to share. NO PEANUTS OR NUT PRODUCTS!     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8 Tutors Needed 
We need 8 adults who can help elementary kids 

with their homework on Monday afternoons 3:15–

4:15 p.m. at the church building. This is a great 

way to share the love of Jesus with students who 

do not know Christ. Contact Nautika at 

nautika.bown@lincolnchristianchurch.org or the 

Church Office at 217.732.7618.  
 

Mark Your Calendar – CIY Trips 

 
5th Grade – SuperStart – March 9–10 

Approximate cost – $70 plus meals 

 
6th-8th Grade – Believe – April 7–8 

Approximate cost – $110 plus meals 

 
8th-12th Grade – Move – July 9–14 

Approximate cost – $350 plus meals 
 

8th Grade Scholarships for CIY Move 
8th Grade Students who attend CIY Believe April 7

–8 can apply for a scholarship for $110 for Move. 

That means that what you pay for Believe is taken 

off the cost for Move. Watch for applications! 
 

Hey Juniors and Seniors! Check out LCU’s 

LEAP Program! 
Lincoln Christian 

University’s Early 

Achievement Program 

(LEAP) is a great 

opportunity for high 

school juniors and 

seniors to get a practical and affordable jump on 

their college education. Through the LEAP dual 

enrollment program, students have the 

opportunity to enroll and receive credit for college 

courses while still in high school at a discounted 

rate. Begin your college journey now by enrolling 

in LCU classes either on campus or online! For 

more info, go to www.lincolnchristian.edu/

academics/programs/. Seriously! You should 

check out this program! 

LCC’s Family Fundraising Accounts help raise funds through physical gift cards/certificates or online gifts cards 

that earn rebate percentages for students and families to use for trips! To learn more or register, see Jenni at 

the Student Info Desk (corner of the Family Room) on Sundays or call the Church Office at 217.732.7618. 

Sign up for TODAY! 

WELCOME  
Students   Parents 



 

KIDS WORSHIP — December 2017 
Snow Day — Jesus’ Early Life 
Just the mention of the month of 

December is accompanied 

by lots of anticipation! There 

are fun family gatherings, 

food, celebrations and 

gifts. It seems like 

something new is to be 

experienced every day 

during the holidays! During 

December Kids Worship, our 

kids will discover that Jesus’ 

arrival and early life included many of the same 

experiences. From the celebration at Jesus’ birth, 

to the gift of the Holy Spirit at His baptism, to the 

meal at Cana’s wedding feast they will see 

people gathering with Jesus and being changed 

by Him! Kids will have an opportunity to see what 

an impact Jesus had on the world then and 

continues to have today! Our key verse is John 

1:12, “But to all who believed Him and accepted 

Him, He gave the right to become children of 

God.” The titles and texts are below, and the main 

point is listed in italics. 
 
 

 Jesus Begins His Ministry. John 2:1–11. We ask 

Jesus to change us. 

 Jesus is Baptized. Matthew 3:13–17. We please 

God with our obedience. 

 Jesus Speaks With the Teachers. Luke 2:41–52. 

We learn about Jesus.   

 The Birth of Jesus. Luke 2:1–20. We praise God 

for Jesus. 

 Simeon and Anna Prophesy About Jesus. Luke 

2:21–40. We trust God to keep His promises.   
  

IMPACTING OUR WORLD!! 
Our kids have already given enough to buy 

several uniforms for children in Kenya. Each week 

they add pictures of uniforms to our missions wall in 

Kids Ministry. We are hoping to see it full of uniforms 

by next fall! 
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Wednesday, December 6, 1st–4th graders at Kids 

Club will be Christmas Caroling at The Christian 

Village. Permission forms are required. You may 

pick one up at the Kids Ministry Check-In area.   

  

 

  

LCC Preschool children will 

present their annual Christmas 

Program on Wednesday, 

December 13 at 6:30 p.m. All  

are invited to attend this special 

program. 

  

  

 

Kids Club final meeting for the semester will be 

Wednesday, December 6, and will resume on 

Wednesday, January 10, 2018. In the new year our 

kids will be studying Old Testament characters.   

  

 

 

Make sure your 

child has received 

their family activity 

Christmas packet.  

If they have not 

brought one home 

yet, ask for one at 

the Kids Ministry 

check-In desk. 
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Thank you from Good News! 
Good News’ Carry-Out Pork Chop Dinner was a 

great success—we sold 599 carry-out pork chop 

meals! Thank you for supporting our Good News 

students as we prepare for our tour in June. 

          Good News is made up of 9th–12th grade 

students. Our Home Concert will be Monday, June 

4, 2018, at 7:00 p.m. with our eight-day ministry tour 

around the Midwestern states June 5–12, 2018. 

Thanks for your continued support of Good News 

as we prepare to travel and share the Good News 

of Jesus Christ! 

          The next opportunity you have to help the 

students of Good News and HeartSong is our 

annual Ultimate All-You-Can-Eat Breakfast 

Fundraiser coming up on Saturday, March 10, 

2018. The students will have their tickets to sell in 

February. Mark your calendar now!  

  

Deck the Hall! 
There will be two nights of decorating where a ton 

of people are needed to transform three key areas 

of our church building into merry ‘festiveness’ for 

the Christmas season. Please come to help 

“Deck the Hall,” even if only for a short time! 

          We will have a light meal to share 

beginning at 5:00 p.m. Bring something to 

share food-wise. 

          Deck the Hall (Part I) is Monday, 

November 27, from 5:00–9:00 p.m. 

where we will work on the Sanctuary, 

Family Room, and Fellowship Center. 

          Deck the Hall (Part II) is Monday, 

December 4, from 5:00–9:00 

p.m. where we will decorate 

the second part of the 

Fellowship Center in 

preparation for Celebrate! 

Christmas 2017. 

          UNDeck the Hall is 

Tuesday, January 2, from 5:00–

8:00 p.m. where we will put all of 

the ‘festiveness’ away. 

          Please come and help make out building 

ready for the community to experience the joy 

and peace of the Christmas season! Many hands 

make light work! YOU are needed! 

(call times TBA) 

Christmas), 



Local Impact Highlight: 
His Hands Outreach 
 

          HHO exists to create space where the Body 

of Christ connects with and serves our neighbors. 

We have been very busy lately, but then so has 

Satan. In September, we had a 12-hour prayer vigil 

at Hope Grows Neighborhood Center and then on 

November 6 we held a candlelight prayer service 

in Ray White Park to address the darkness in our 

neighborhoods such as growing drug use, 

escalating disrespect for authority, mental illness-

suicide, social oppression and an overarching lack 

of hope. 

          We named the center Hope Grows for a 

reason. When Jesus is in the mix, hope is always 

there lighting the way through the darkness. 

Nevertheless, it has been a challenging summer 

with some of our kids succumbing to the darkness 

and not being able to participate in our programs. 

They know the love we have for them and they 

are welcome back if they want to make our 

community their own. However, we must protect 

those who are making spiritually healthy choices 

and focus our energies on fostering growth in 

Christ. Part of this shift has resulted in an increase in 

younger children (K–4th) and a decrease in the 

older kids. Our older kids who are now excelling 

are those we started with when they were little, 

over 4 years ago. Yes, hope grows, but it doesn’t 

come easy! It takes commitment, patience, and a 

deep reliance on God to communicate the love 

of Christ in a meaningful way. 

          One of the new ways we are attempting to 

demonstrate God’s faithfulness and love is by 

providing a free self-serve food pantry. We need 

help with keeping it stocked with non-perishables 

and personal hygiene items. Donations can be 

dropped off at Hope Grows on 904 short 11th 

street. If no staff is present, please leave the items 

in the large storage tub on Back Porch. 

          To learn more about our ministry and the 

many programs we offer, visit our Facebook page 

or www.hishandsoutreach.life. 

 

Love is a Verb, 

Edward Tibbits | Founder and Director 

 

 

 
 

 

Global Impact Highlight: 
Fairview Park CC, Hong Kong—Jim Mollette 
 

          Jim Mollette has spent several decades serving 

in Hong Kong along with his wife, Betsy, who passed 

away a few years ago. Jim decided to continue 

teaching biblical languages at the Chinese Christian 

Seminary which is now expanding 

their classes to Taiwan along with 

four other locations in Hong 

Kong—one of which is very close 

to the Chinese border. 

          For years, the Fairview Park 

Christian Church met in Jim & 

Betsy’s home until it grew too large 

for the space. Many in the 

congregation are Filipinos; in fact, one woman 

returned to the Philippines to start a church in her 

area. Jim has followed up and visited there several 

times. 

          Fairfield Park Christian Church is celebrating its 

38th anniversary in December. The congregation 

takes prayer very seriously as all are encouraged to 

share their needs and blessings weekly. 

          Jim is looking forward to a one-week group trip 

to Israel in December;  unfortunately, he will miss the 

anniversary celebration of the Fairview Park church. 

He asks for prayer for the church to continue 

growing. 

          It’s time to think about choosing an item on the 

Christmas list of one of the missions LCC supports such 

as IDES, COPE, or Little Galilee, for example. These lists 

can be found on the missions’ table in the Family 

Room during the month of December. God gave His 

best to save us so we in turn can give to others. Let’s 

make this a giving Season! 

 

 

News for the Family! 
 

New Members by Baptism: 
Nicole Lee – 11/5/17 

Doug Ruff – 11/12/17 
 

Special Occasions: 
90th Birthday of William Berger – 11/23/17 
 

Sympathy & Prayers: 
Terry & Sheila Lessen and family at the passing of 

Terry’s mother, Donna Lessen; Steven & Vickie Porter 

at the passing of Vickie’s mother, Cornelia Kalaf; 

Whitney Galbreath and family at the passing of 

Whitney’s grandfather, James Gordon; and Joe & 

Melanie Schaler at the passing of Melanie’s father, 

Harvey Boyer. 
 

Ways to Give: See the giving page on the website 

— lincolnchristianchurch.org/give. 
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Angel Tree @ LCC 
As a church, we can 

reach out to the children 

of prisoners in the 

community by 

providing Christmas 

gifts on behalf of 

their incarcerated 

parent and love 

and hope on 

behalf of Christ. 

Below are some 

important dates: 

 

 Sunday, Dec. 10 Angel Tree tag  

   distribution 

 Sunday, Dec. 17 Returning wrapped  

   gifts/clothing/food 

 

For more information visit the Welcome 

Center or see Cathy Huerd. You can also visit 

the official website at www.angeltree.org. 


