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 11:00 a.m. | Fellowship Center 
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Prepare Your Hearts for Easter and Worship with Lincoln Christian Church 



SOUNDS OF EASTER! 
 

Our house was full. Our children were home again 

and that meant all 6 grandkids underfoot and 

bouncing off the walls. Without question, a time of 

exhaustion for us. Yet as every grandparents knows, 

its also a time of deep joy too. At one point, I 

caught myself just listening to the sounds of our 

home; laughter, teasing, fighting over a toy, baby 

crying, political debating between adult siblings, 

clanging of pots and pans as Bonnie prepared 

dinner. The house was full of sounds. And before I 

could even take them all in, there was the sound of 

goodbyes and hugs and “I love you’s” and cars 

leaving our driveway. Then there was silence, or so I 

thought.  

          I sat in the deck chair outside for a while. I 

slipped into rest mode desiring just a quick moment 

of peace and quiet. But before I could catch my 

breath, the world outside came to life. Birds 

chirping, last year’s leaves rustling, tree limbs 

clapping in the wind, water gurgling from the 

neighbor’s sump pump; they all started their songs. 

When was the last time you just sat outdoors, closed 

your eyes, and listened to the world around you? It 

was just this moment that got me thinking about 

Easter and what Jesus heard the last week of his life. 

The nay of a donkey, the cheers and songs of a 

crowd as he rode into Jerusalem, the tinging of 

coins falling to the ground from overturned tables, 

the sound of bleating lambs prepared for sacrifice, 

30 pieces of silver in a sack, the splashing of water 

as he washed his disciples’ feet, the sounds of his 

own voice in the garden, and finally of swords 

clattering as they bounce against armor. 

          More sounds would come at the trial; the 

gasp of shock, angry tones, the loud smack of a 

slap across his face, a fist hitting cheek bones, the 

third crow of a rooster. 

          I also considered the sounds of the final hours; 

the crack of a whip, the noise of weakened feet 

trying to take the next step, a cross bouncing off 

stones as it was dragged, the clanging of a hammer 

striking spikes, the groans, the cries, jeers from the 

crowd, the conversation between two thieves, and 

his mother’s sobs. 

          What Jesus would have loved to have heard 

was the heavenly Father’s deep voice once more. 

Ron Otto 

Preaching Minister 

But even from heaven, nothing! He hears his own 

voice: “My God, My God, why have you forsaken 

me?” And then silence. The heavy breathing 

stopped. The gurgling sound of lungs drowning in 

blood became motionless. The sounds of his heart 

beating in his ears ceased. 

          I doubt Jesus heard anything after all that. 

The noise of death is silence. He didn’t hear the 

sound of stone rolling against stone. At least not at 

first. Oh, but three days later he did. He may not 

have heard the tomb close, but he certainly 

heard it open. 

          Above all the sounds of Easter, the grinding 

of stone means the most. For a world without 

hope, all they can see and hear is stone against 

stone in closure. Yet for the Christian, all we can 

hear is stone against stone in the greatest opening 

of all time. Dare we come closer? Dare we look 

inside? What will we see? A decaying body? By no 

means! An empty tomb? Definitely. But then reality 

sets in. Could it really be true? It’s not an ending at 

all, but a new beginning!   

          In 1 Corinthians 15, Paul points out that 

without the resurrection of Jesus, there is no hope. 

If he wasn’t raised from the dead, then all our faith 

doesn’t mean a thing and we should be pitied 

above all men for falling for such a great farce as 

resurrection. But Paul goes on to point out that it is 

all true. Jesus did come back from the dead and 

now we all have this same promise. Death does 

not win. Life goes on and on and on and on . . .  

          During our April sermon series, we will give a 

closer look to the Sounds of Easter; their meaning 

and impact on us. Why are each of these sounds 

so important to the Jesus narrative and what does 

it mean for us now. 

 
  

Current Sermon Series: 

Apr 7          Cracking Whips 

Apr 14          Striking Hammers 

Apr 21          Stones Rolling 

 



 

Ready for your Next Step? 
Join our LifeStep 1: Discover Lincoln 

Christian Church. Explore your faith 

and the beliefs of Lincoln Christian 

Church in a relaxed setting with Ron 

Otto and Brandon Boyd. You’ll get 

to ask any questions you have as 

well as meet others who are exploring the same 

journey. This class meets on Sunday, May 5 from 

5:00-7:00 p.m. It’s free, it’s casual, and we provide 

dinner (but not childcare). Sign up at the 

Welcome Center or at lincolnchristianchurch.org/

lifestep. 

 

Current Wednesday Study 
Join Tracy Thomas  a four-

week study on “A Hero’s 

Invitation.” This class will 

focus on God’s work in and 

through four persons from 

the Bible. Abraham: A 

Invitation to Faithfulness. 

Gideon: An Invitation to 

Confidence. Peter & John: 

An Invitation to Courage. Paul: An Invitation to 

Joy. This study continues through April 10 and 

meets at 6:30 p.m. in Family Room 1. No 

registration necessary. 

 

Sunday School 
A great first place to connect with new friends 

and to learn the Bible is one of our seven adult 

Sunday School Classes. We have classes for all 

adults. Stop by the Welcome Center. 

 

More Information Online 
For information on Groups, Classes, and Studies, 

you can visit: 

www.lincolnchristianchurch.org/connect. 

 

For information on Serving in a Ministry Team, you 

can visit: 

www.lincolnchristianchurch.org/impact. 

 

 

Brandon Boyd 

Minister of  

Adult Discipleship 

 

 

 

Men on Fire Study 
Join with other men as they study ways to apply 

the powerful truths of the Bible to daily life. Join Tim 

Becke and Todd Henry as they tag team teach 

from a book written by New York Times best-selling 

author and worldwide speaker, Stephen Mansfield, 

and his book, Manfield’s Book of Manly Men, An 

Utterly Invigorating Guide To Being Your Most 

Masculine Self. Buying the book is encouraged, but 

not mandatory. This entire study is FREE; additional 

materials will be available for each of this 8-week 

study, also at no cost. This will be a lifetime game 

changer for every man. So attend just 1 or all 8 

sessions and bring another guy to join! Men on Fire 

meets Wednesdays, from 6:30–7:45 p.m. in Room 

300. 

 

Thanks for Signing Up! 
Special thanks to all who stepped forward during 

our serving emphasis to join a ministry team. We 

know that God uses our service to impact the 

world for Christ and in the process helps us 

become more like Jesus. For more information on 

how you can make can impact, navigate to  

lincolnchristianchurch.org/impact. 



Zach Ramsey 

Student Minister 

 

 

 
Student Ministry Website: 
lccstudents.com 

 

 

Spring Calendar 
Head to lccstudents.com/events to see the 

Student Ministry Calendar. We have hard copies 

available at the Student Info Desk. 
 

Important Info About Our Texts! 
For Jr. High, text 

jhfuel to 97000 

For High School, text 

thegathering to 97000 
 

You will receive text messages from Lincoln Christian Church. 

No purchase necessary. Message & data rates may apply. 

Messages frequency varies. Reply STOP to stop, HELP for help. 

Terms: http://97000.co/t. Privacy policy: http://97000.co/p. 
 

 

 

 

 

Current 8th–12th Grade Students 
Hey 8th–12th Graders, Move is July 8–13 in 

Wheaton, IL. $370 plus 3 meals. Sign up with non-

Refundable deposit of $50 plus $35 late fee and 

pay the balance by June 2. 
 

8th Grade Scholarships for Move 
8th Grade students who attend CIY Believe April 6–

7 can apply for a scholarship for $110 for Move. 

That means what you pay for Believe is taken off 

the total cost Move. How sweet is that?! 
 

Post – High School 
We will have Post after The Gathering on April 14. 

Freshmen bring snacks. Post is a great time of 

hanging out, eating, and playing games together. 
 

Camp Scholarships Available! 
We have 16 scholarships available for Jr. High and 

High School students to help them attend camp at 

Little Galilee. Applications can be picked up at 

the Student Info Desk and are due May 5. If you 

would like to use Family Fundraising Account funds 

for camp, contact jenni.godfrey@lincolnchristianc 

hurch.org by May 5. 

 

 

Church! Help the Student Ministry buying 

Sorrento’s, Walmart and Cracker Barrel 

Gift Cards! 
You can buy gift cards at the Student Info Desk in 

the Family Room on Sunday mornings between 

services to help pay the fees for students take part 

in discipleship events. You purchase the value of 

the gift card and a percentage of that money 

goes to the Youth Fund to help students who need 

financial aid! 
 

Ribeye Sandwich MOOOVE 

Fundraiser 
Sunday, May 5, we will have our Carry-Out Ribeye 

Sandwich MOOOVE Fundraiser for CIY Move! 

These carry out meals make an amazing lunch! 

You can purchase tickets in two ways. The first way 

is to help individual students and buy tickets 

directly from them beginning Sunday, April 7, and 

also on Sundays, April 14 & 28. The second way is 

to purchase tickets from the Church Office or at 

the door on May 5, however, these proceeds will 

not benefit individual students but will go toward 

the overall trip cost. Thank you for supporting the 

students of our church. 

Students   Parents 

WELCOME  



 

 

Monday, April 15 | 6:00–8:15 p.m. 

Join us and invite your friends to this interactive 

connection event! It will feature five different 

scenes from the final week of Jesus’ life. Each 

scene will include activities for families to do 

together and Bible characters explaining the 

event from Jesus’ life. Families may begin at any of 

the following times; 6:00, 6:15, 6:30, 6:45, or 7:00 

p.m. Each scene will take just 15 minutes to 

complete. In addition, families can enjoy light 

snacks at the WWJ Connection Café with leaders 

and staff. Participants will receive a small gift.   

Please sign up at the Welcome Center to help us 

in preparing. And, make sure to take an invite to 

your friends. We’ll look forward to seeing you 

there! 

 

 

Thank You! 

Thank you to everyone who supported LCC 

Preschool through the Pretzel Fundraiser. Pictured 

above are our kids with some of the new 

classroom supplies purchased with those funds!  

The kids are especially liking the new listening 

center and books! 

 

 

 

Mark on your Calendar 
KIDS CLUB FINALE 

Wednesday, April 24 | 6:30 p.m. 

 

KIDS WORSHIP — April 2019 
Family dynamics can present 

some challenges! During the 

month of April, kids will be 

discovering how to meet 

those challenges by 

obeying our parents, 

sharing our faith, praying 

together and getting along 

together. If you would like to 

encourage and review this study 

with your child, the weekly topics are listed below 

(the weekly point is listed in italics). During this 

month we will focus on a key verse from Romans 

12:10, “Love each other with genuine affection.” 
  

 Children, Obey Your Parents. Ephesians 6:1–4; 

We obey God by obeying our parents. 

 Andrew Brings His Brother to Jesus. John 1:35–

42; We share about Jesus with our families. 

 Mary and Martha Ask Jesus to Heal Lazarus. 

John 11;1–44. We pray for our families. 

 Abraham and Lot Work Out Their Differences.  

Genesis 13:1–18; God helps us get along with 

our families. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark your calendar for this year’s adventure “In 

the Wild.” At VBS kids will have some amazing, real

-life encounters with Jesus. Through these 

encounters, kids will learn the truth that Jesus is 

God’s Son!  Watch the Welcome Center for sign-

ups coming soon. 

Marcia Wells 

Children’s Minister 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

June 23–27, 2019 | 6:30–8:30 p.m. 



Laurin Hill 

Worship Minister 

 

Thank you  
again for all of your 

support of the 

ministry of Good 

News and 

HeartSong. The 

Ultimate All-You-

Can-Eat Breakfast 

Fundraiser was a 

huge success thanks 

to you. We served 

1,031 people! 

Several students were able to raise all of their tour 

fee from ticket sales for this event. We couldn’t 

have done it without you! 

          Good News is heading out on tour west to 

Utah (our 41st state!), then north to Montana (our 

42nd state!), and North Dakota (our 43rd state!) 

June 3–11. Good News’ home concert is Sunday, 

June 2 at 7:00 p.m. HeartSong will be on tour April 

26–28 to Alton/St. Louis. HeartSong’s home concert 

is Sunday, April 28 at 4:00 p.m. You’ll be blessed by 

these concerts! 

Important Dates for Your Calendar! 

 Thu, Apr 18 | Service of Shadows; 7:00 p.m. 

 Fri, Apr 19 | we host the LAMA Community 

Good Friday service at 7:00 p.m. 

 Sun, Apr 21 | Our Easter Sunday Services will be 

at the LCU Chapel; 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. 

 Apr 26–28 | HeartSong Choir Tour with 

HeartSong Home Concert, Sun, April 28; 4:00 

p.m. 

 Mon, May 6 | Kid’s Choirs Musical; 6:30 p.m. 

 Sun, Jun 2 | GOOD NEWS Home Concert; 7:00 

p.m. 

 Jun 3–11 | GOOD NEWS Tour 



Global Impact Highlight: 
Hisportic Christian Mission, Tim Shields 

Director; Luciano and Andreia Rodrigius 

 
Luciano & Andreia are now 

stationed in Brazil due to serious 

health problems. They make 

frequent trips to Guinea Bissau as 

their health allows to teach and to 

encourage church planters and 

Christian leaders. The church continues to grow and 

multiply partly due to their faithful service over the 

years, but as they would recognize, primarily due to 

God’s work. Over the years Luciano & Andreia has 

faced many serious hardships, but they remained 

faithful to God’s call. 

          Tim Shields, director of Hisportic 

Christian Mission, reported on his 

whirlwind two-week trip in January in 

the recent newsletter. Keep in mind 

that traveling in Guinea Bissau is an 

exhausting, long event. One 10-hour bus trip brought 

him and Pastor Jean Marie to visit Pastor Tchuda who 

gave them a tour of the four churches he has started. 

The first church meets in a building. The second in a 

small meeting place while waiting to build a church 

on donated land. The third meets in a mango grove, 

also waiting to build. The fourth equally has no 

building of their own and meets in the front yard of a 

home. Pastor Tchuda has no transportation to the four 

churches except his legs; his left leg is deformed and 

shorter than the right leg, but he faithfully serves these 

churches. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          The Christian schools, dear to the heart of 

Andreia, are multiplying and thriving. Tim was able to 

help celebrate the 18th anniversary of the first 

Christian Church in Guinea-Bissau—a two-day event in 

the town of Cacheu. Pray for a roof to finally 

complete the seminary building. 

          God’s kingdom is growing in Guinea Bissau. We 

are fortunate to have a part in supporting it. 

Local Impact Highlight: 
Lincoln/Logan Food Pantry 
 

The pantry opened in June of 1993 when several 

churches and smaller pantries joined together to 

offer one, larger, more efficient pantry. The pantry 

began in the basement of the First United 

Methodist Church. In order to keep up with the 

growing demand in the Lincoln/Logan area, it 

moved to its current location at 125 N. Logan 

Street, Lincoln. The new building was furnished by 

the First United Methodist Church free of charge. 

Over the years they have added a walk-in freezer, 

an addition to the west, and a waiting room 

addition. 

          Lincoln/Logan Food Pantry is a full choice 

pantry, meaning that each person can pick out 

what they please as they would go around a 

typical grocery store. In February 2019, the pantry 

served the following people in Logan County: 

Households—212; Children—392; and Individuals—

1,275. The hours of operation are Tuesday, 9:00– 

11:00 a.m.; Thursday 2:00– 4:00 p.m.; and the 

second Wednesday from 2:00– 4:00 p.m. 

          The food pantry purchases food items from 

the Central Illinois Foodbank in Springfield, IL. These 

purchases vary from .20 to .45 cents per pound, 

which allows the pantry to stretch donation dollars 

much farther than purchasing food items from the 

grocer. Feeding American retailers, Walmart and 

Aldi Stores, have weekly donations of French 

breads, pastries, and meat and fish packages. Our 

local IGA store provides load bread from their 

vendors. IGA also allows the pantry to purchase 

loaf bread at a reduced cost. 

         The Lincoln/Logan Food pantry is always in 

need of volunteers. The pantry has over 60 plus 

volunteers working at the pantry, unloading trucks 

2 to 3 times a month and picking up donations at 

the local grocery stores. They are also in need of 

preachers or lay persons to lead prayer before 

opening each day. If you are interested in 

volunteering, you can call 217.732.6644. 

Thank you to the generous churches and 

individuals of Lincoln and Logan County. Thank 

you for supporting the pantry and the mission of 

providing food to those needing assistance. 

New Members by Baptism: 
Emma Boyd – 3/3/19 

Rachel Boyd – 3/3/19   

 

Sympathy & Prayers 
Dan & Marilyn Meyer at the passing of Dan’s 

brother, Leo (Buddy) Meyer. 

NEWS FOR THE FAMILY! 
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