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Ron Otto
Preaching Minister

Substitutionary
According to the Chicago Tribune, on June
22, 1997, parachute instructor Michael Costello,
age 42, jumped out of an airplane at 12,000 ft . with
a novice skydiver named Garret Griffith, age 21.
The novice would soon discover just how
good the instructor was—for when the novice
pulled his ripcord, his parachute failed. Plummeting
toward the ground, Garret faced certain death.
At that moment, the instructor did an
amazing thing. Before hitting the ground, Michael
rolled over so that he would hit the ground first
and the novice would land on top of him. The
instructor was killed instantly. The novice fractured
his spine in the fall, but he was not paralyzed.
One man takes the place of another. One
substitutes himself to die so another may live. It
does happen. It has happens often throughout
history. One man gives up his place in the
lifeboat . . . another gives up his life preserver . . .
one will step in front of a bullet . . . a parent will
push a child out of danger taking the hit
themselves. And yes, a man will take the sins of the
world and die in our place.
Why would anyone need someone to die for
us? Out of love? Yes! Out of commitment? Yes! But
when we’re talking about Jesus, the answer is
because we’ve sinned and there is no way for us
to pay for it without help. We need a Savior. Jesus
had to die on the cross so sinners could be saved;
of which we all are. We’ve all sinned and we are
all unworthy.
Our Children’s Minister was asked by a man
visiting our church, “Do you allow people with
tattoos to worship here?”
She said, “Yes!”
“How about men with ear rings?” he came
back.
“Again, Yes!”
Then the man cleared his throat and asked,
“How about people who have had trouble with
the law?”
She smiled and answered, “Yes!” Then with
a big grin she said, “Have you met our preacher?”
(Yes . . . very funny Marcia!)

Because of the substitutionary death of
Jesus, no matter how bad your past was, you can
change the end of your story.
Consider Mary Magdalene. Every Gospel
writer mention a list of people who came to the
tomb of Jesus and discovered it empty; included
in all of them is the mention of Mary Magdalene.
She is one of the great proofs of the resurrection.
She is also one of the great marvels of the gospel
message. Mary Magdalene was a prostitute who
Jesus healed and then she became a follower. But
she was also the first one to see an empty tomb
and see Jesus resurrected. That means Jesus’
greatest moment in all of history— the
resurrection—was announced first to a prostitute!
Here’s why this is so beautiful. The most
broken follower of Jesus is the first to hear the news
of the resurrection. Do you catch how powerful
that is? That means anyone can become a
follower of Jesus and receive forgiveness and
eternal life. ANYONE!
The story of the thief on the cross who heard,
“Today you will be with me in Paradise,” is another
great example of the grace of Jesus. Here is man
whose life’s decisions had been so self-destructive
that society had concluded it would just be best
for everyone in he was destroyed. In a final
moment of remorse and crying out to Jesus, he
hears the promise of Heaven.
We have all run away from God and that’s
why Jesus came to die for sin in the first place. He
came to reconnect us back to our heavenly
father. Jesus doesn’t just want to save us from
eternal hell, though that’s true, but he wants to
save us from the hell we’re in right now as well.

Upcoming Jesus. Messages:
Apr 1
Apr 8
Apr 15
Apr 22
Apr 29

Jesus’ Resurrection
Jesus Gives Heart Burn
Other Resurrection Proofs
Jesus’ Ascension
The BIG Conclusion

Luke 24:1–12
Luke 24:13–35
Luke 24:36–49
Luke 24:50–53
Luke in Review

As we continue on in our Jesus. series, be reading
and looking ahead at the above passages.

Brandon Boyd
Minister of
Adult Discipleship

Wednesday Study

Four:19 Discipleship
As a church we are committed to Jesus’ definition
of a disciple: A disciple is one who is following
Jesus. A disciple is a person who is being changed
by Jesus. A disciple is a person who is serving in the
mission of Jesus. I hope these principles will help
you as you grow in your faith.

What is a Christian?
A Church Member?
What is baptism all about?
Join our LifeStep 1: Discover Lincoln
Christian Church. Explore your faith
and the beliefs of Lincoln Christian Church in a
relaxed setting with Ron Otto and Brandon
Boyd. You’ll get to ask any questions you have as
well as meet others who are exploring the same
journey. This class meets on Sunday, April 15 from
5:00-7:00 p.m. in Family Room 1. It’s free, it’s
casual, and we provide dinner (but not childcare).
Sign-up at the Welcome Center.

Adult Discipleship Website
For the latest information on the adult discipleship
ministry, check out the website—There is
information on classes, studies, LifeGroups, studies
for men, women, and couples.
lccdiscipleshipministry.wordpress.com.

Join Dr. Brian Messner for a six-week series that
continues through April 11. He has been helping us
understand the background to several ancient
civilizations mentioned in the pages of the Old
Testament. This class has not only been informative
and full of humor, but has presented an
opportunity to meet new people while learning
about God’s word. No registration necessary and
you can join the study any time. Class meets at
6:30 p.m. in Family Room 1.

A Word of Thanks
As our semester draws to a close, I want to thank
our Adult Sunday School teachers, Life Group
leaders, Bible Study leaders, and everyone else
who serves in Adult Discipleship. Your sacrificial
work is a blessing to hundreds in this congregation!
May God bless you for your work.

Zach Ramsey
Student Minister

Student Ministry Website:
lccstudents.com
WELCOME
Students Parents

Text Updates!
For Jr. High, text Fuel to 40650. For
High School, text Gathering to 40650.

Spring Calendar
Head to lccstudents.com/events to see the
Student Ministry calendar.

Post – High School
We will have Post after The Gathering Sunday,
April 22, from 8:00–9:00 p.m. Post is a chance to
kick back and have some fun. We will play some
games and chillax. Freshmen bring snacks!

8th Grade Scholarships for CIY Move
8th grade students who attend CIY Believe April 7–
8 can apply for a scholarship for $115 for Move.
That means that what you
pay for Believe is taken off
the cost for Move. How
sweet is that?

Ribeye Sandwich MOOOVE Fundraiser
Sunday, April 29, we will have our Ribeye
Sandwich Fundraiser for CIY Move! These carry-out
meals will make a great lunch! You can purchase
tickets in two ways. First, by helping individual
students and buying tickets from them starting
Sunday, April 8, and also on Sundays, April 15 and
22. Second, by purchaseing tickets from the
Church Office during the week or at the door on
April 29; these proceeds will not benefit individual
students but will go toward the overall trip cost.
Thank you for supporting the Students of our
church.

Mission Dominican Meeting
Our next Team Meeting will
be Monday, April 23, at 7:00
p.m. in Rooms 15/16.

Move – Incoming 9th–12th Grade Grads
Move is July 9–14 in Wheaton, IL. $360 plus 3 meals.
Be sure to grab a packet for more info at the
Student Info Desk.

Camp Scholarships Available!
We have 16 scholarships available
for Jr. High and High School
students to help them attend
camp at Little Galilee Christian
Camp. Applications can be picked up at the
Student Info Desk and are due May 6. If you would
like to use your Family Fundraising Account funds
for camp, contact Jenni by May 6.

Wednesday, May 23, 6:00–9:00 p.m.

Marcia Wells
Children’s Minister

KIDS WORSHIP — April 2018
The Art of Prayer

Let Us Save a Spot for You!!!!!

If you’ve got kids, or if you
are a kid, we know this,
‘kids talk!’ In Kids
Worship during the
month of April, we will
focus on “the art of
prayer!” God wants us
to talk with Him just like
we’d talk to a friend, but
He doesn’t want us to just
talk about ourselves all of the time. He also doesn’t
want our prayers to be a big show. The great thing
is that Jesus taught His friends how to pray and
what to pray for! During this month we will learn to
follow His example and we’ll discover some other
people in the Bible who spent time praying. We
can learn a lot from them, so we are hoping you
will be with us in worship every single week during
this important series! Our key verse for this month is
1 Thessalonians 5:17, “Never stop praying.” Moms
and Dads, if you would like to talk with your kids
about our study, the topics are listed below.

Lincoln Christian Preschool registrations for the
2018–2019 school year are filling up! We’d love for
your preschooler to join us! LCC Preschool is an
awesome place for kids to learn and develop
necessary skills for kindergarten in a Christian
environment. There are current openings for three
year old and four year old. The morning class
meets from 8:30–11:00 a.m. Monday, Wednesday
and Friday. The afternoon class meets 1:00–3:30
p.m. Monday through Thursday.
Our Scrip program is available to preschool
families to help with tuition. If you have questions
about this program, just call the Church Office
and ask for Jenni.
Applications, more info, and classroom visits
can be scheduled by calling the Church Office at
217.732.7618. Application forms are also available
at www.lincolnchristianchurch.org/ministries/children.
f






Jesus Teaches Us How to Pray. Matthew 6:5–13.
We pray as Jesus prayed.
David Prays. Psalms 5:1–3; 34:4–7. We expect
God to answer our prayers.
Jonah Prays. Jonah 2. We know God hears us
when we pray.
The Parable of the Persistent Widow. Luke 18:1–
8. We pray without giving up.

Little Galilee Christian Camp

Sign-ups for Little Galilee are now
available. You may go online to
register or get a form at the
Children’s Check-In Area. Ask
about our scholarships. Some
camps fill up quickly, so don’t
delay! Don’t miss this opportunity
to connect with other kids at
camp! Sign up today! You will
need to ask Ms. Marcia for the
amount of scholarship money
available for you.

VACACTION BIBLE SCHOOL

KIDS CLUB FINALE
Wednesday, April 25, 6:45 p.m.
Kids come at 6:30 p.m. to prepare. Kids will present
a program in Family Room at 6:45 p.m. Parents,
family and friends, you are invited!

June 10 | Kickoff Registration Party
June 18–21 | Vacation Bible
School 6:30–8:30 p.m.
Pick up registration forms at
the Welcome Center or at the
Kids Check In Area. Sign-ups for VBS
teams and supplies are also located at the
Welcome Center. And, if you are cleaning out the
closets and garage, we can use any sports
equipment you might want to lend or give away
for decorating! Sign up now for the Big Game!

Laurin Hill
Worship Minister

Thank you
again for all of your
support for the ministry
of Good News and
HeartSong. The Ultimate
All-You-Can-Eat
Breakfast Fundraiser
was a huge success
thanks to you. We
served 1,023 people!
Several students were
able to raise all of their
tour fee from ticket sales for this event. We
couldn’t have done it without you!
HeartSong will be on tour April 20–22.
HeartSong’s home concert is Sunday, April 22 at
4:00 p.m. Good News is heading out on tour in a
large Midwestern circle, June 5–12. Good News’
home concert will be Monday, June 4 at 7:00 p.m.
You’ll be blessed by these concerts!

Important Dates!—








Thu, Mar 29 – Service of Shadows; 7:00 p.m.
Sun, Apr 1 – Easter Sunday Services will be at
the LCU Chapel; 8:30 and 10:30 a.m.
Apr 20–22 – HeartSong Choir Tour
Sun, Apr 22 – HeartSong Home Concert; 4:00
p.m.
Mon, May 7 – Kid’s Choirs Musical; 6:30 p.m.
Mon, Jun 4 – Good News Home Concert; 7:00
p.m.
Jun 5–12 – Good News Tour

Global Impact Highlight:

Local Impact Highlight:

Luciano and Andreia Rodriguis, Hisportic
Christian Mission (HCM)

Christian Child Care, Inc.
Lincoln, IL

This couple came to the West
African nation of Guinea-Bissau in
2000. During those early years
they endured serious illnesses and
other hardships. But they
persevered. Although GuineaBissau is a Portuguese speaking
nation, Luciano and Andreia had
to master the specific Portuguese
Crioulo dialect. They worked
tirelessly evangelizing, making
disciples, developing leaders, planting churches,
creating schools, and becoming a visible and stable
part of the community. They came to the US to get
the needed education to activate these ministries
and their recent newsletter pictured at least 18
leaders who have been trained and discipled by them.

One of the missions we support is Christian Child
Care, Inc. or CCC. They exist to serve families in the
greater Logan County area by providing quality
Christ-centered care, programs, and services in a
nurturing, educationally-oriented environment. The
center is a non-for-profit organization that is
supported by private tuition, grant opportunities,
and donations of funds and talents by our
community. They offer a non-discriminative
environment and strive to reach out to all families
who may need child care services. CCC extends
child care to all families with children ages sixweeks to thirteen-years. They strive to support
children’s social, emotional, and physical
development by providing high quality
educational experiences that foster a child’s
spiritual and cognitive development.
Due to our efforts, whether it be financial or
in prayer, CCC is able to create a warm, nurturing
environment for children to spend their time while
parents are at work supporting their families.
Christian Child Care is a nationally accredited
program and has earned
the State of Illinois Gold
Circle of Quality
designation.
For more information, call 217.732.5750.

News for the Family!
New Members by Baptism:
Keith Brooks – 3/6/18
Kim Brooks – 3/6/18
One of the current projects for HCM is to
complete the building for the Institute of Development
and Evangelism. They can only build as much as they
can pay for.
Luciano and Andreia are also engaged with the
Team Expansion mission sending agency to help
mobilize Christians in Brazil reach out to the
outreached peoples of South America. Due to serious
health problems for both Luciano and Andreia, they
are unable to continue living for long periods of time
in Guinea-Bissau.
Their children are currently in Portuguese
speaking schools in Brazil.
Pray for their health to improve and stabilizing so
they can serve in the many ways that they have been
called.

New Members by Transfer:
Lori Dunham – 3/6/18
Tim Woolard – 3/6/18
Janell Woolard – 3/6/18
Dustin Woolard – 3/6/18
Allison Woolard – 3/6/18
Matt Fish – 3/18/18
Jaime Fish – 3/18/18

Sympathy & Prayers:
Tom & Barb Mauhar at the passing of Tom’s
mother, Lillian Mauhar; Larry & Joy Whitbeck at the
passing of Joy’s brother, Charles Evans; Jon
Thomas & Shelley Dexter-Thomas at the passing of
Shelley’s grandfather, Dean Schachtele; and
Richard Montcalm at the passing of Richard’s
mother, Beverly Montcalm.

The Call is published monthly by Lincoln Christian Church,
204 N. McLean St. Lincoln, IL 62656–2847. U. S. P. S. 559620
periodical postage paid at Lincoln, IL 62656–9998 Postmaster: Send change of address to Lincoln Christian
Church 204 N. McLean St., Lincoln, IL 62656–2847

