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Worship Services 

   8:15 a.m. | Sanctuary 

   8:15 a.m. | Fellowship Center 

   9:30 a.m. | Fellowship Center 

 11:00 a.m. | Fellowship Center 
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www.lincolnchristianchurch.org 

Prepare Your Hearts for Easter and Worship with Lincoln Christian Church 



Empty Tombs are  

No Big Deal? 
 

Truth be told, our world is full of empty tombs. In 

Egypt, in the Valley of the Kings, most tombs 

uncovered there were found empty. Where did all 

the mummy’s go? Of course, King Tut’s tomb 

would eventually change all that. King Tut’s tomb 

was discovered with all of its contents and 

treasures beautifully intact. And sure enough, 

there was old King Tut too! But before that 

discovery an empty tomb was almost expected. 

          There are still conspiracy believers that Elvis 

Presley faked his own death and that his tomb is 

empty. These crazy conspirators have even taken 

his family members to court a few times 

demanding his casket be raised and examined. 

(Cuckoo!) 

          When King Herod’s (the Herod of the Bible) 

tomb was discovered, it to was also empty. King 

Herod and Jesus date back to the same time 

period and both have empty tombs. So what?  

          Well, if the Kings of ancient Egypt, the King of 

Rock ‘n’ Roll, King Herod, and King Jesus all have 

empty tombs, then what makes Jesus’ empty 

tomb any more special than the rest? Why does 

the entire world celebrate Jesus’ empty tomb?   

          Simple: Jesus is the only one who is reported 

to have died and came back to life. That’s the big 

deal! Can you imagine going to the graveyard 

and seeing someone you knew had died, come 

walking out of the family crypt? That is what we 

would call a miracle.  

          Well that’s exactly what was witnessed, 

recorded, and presented—along with many 

proofs—to us from four different writers of Jesus’ 

day. The Gospel is not one book of the Bible; but 

four books, four Gospels. If you add in all we learn 

from the Apostle Paul too, the books just keep 

adding up. The proofs are too numerous to 

mention in a short article.  

           Easter Sunday will be here soon and we will 

all be talking about the empty tomb of Jesus. We 

will be singing songs about His resurrection and we 

will say things to each other like, “He is risen . . . He 

is risen indeed.” Each year we come to this time 

and each year it brings us great joy. But why? 

Ron Otto 

Preaching Minister 

          There’s many reasons for American’s to be 

joyful today. The stock market has recently risen; 

your 401(k) has recently risen; the value of your 

home has recently risen. All very good news. But 

none of that has much impact on what we call 

eternity. It’s good for today, but not for long. But if I 

was to say, Christ has risen . . . well now, that 

changes everything.  

          The empty tombs of our world might be 

many. But only one is still empty because the 

occupant came back from the dead and showed 

himself to some 500 witnesses. In fact, He invites us 

to join in that resurrection ourselves upon His return 

and that’s where our joy lies. That reality is in part 

what our baptism represents. So if Jesus’ tomb is 

empty because he beat death . . . then that’s 

something that can bring us joy for the long haul! 

 

Upcoming Jesus. Messages: 

 

Apr 2 Jesus on Judging  Luke 6:37–42 

Apr 9 Jesus on Wise Builders  Luke 6:46–49 

Apr 16 Easter Bridge @ LCU 

Apr 23 Jesus and the Centurion  Luke 7:1–10  

Apr 30 Jesus Raises Widow’s Son Luke 7:11–17 
 

As we continue on in our Jesus. series, be reading 

and looking ahead at the above passages. 

 

Egg Invitations  
 

The Egg stations are back! Yes, we know Easter 

and eggs often bring up some criticisms from 

people who hate to see Easter become 

something secular. I agree. But this isn’t about 

eggs as much as it’s about invitations to our Easter 

services. 

          The first two weeks in April, you can visit one 

of the egg stations in our Family Room and build a 

large plastic egg filled with candy and an invite to 

come to our Easter worship. You then place that 

egg on the front door step of the person you are 

inviting. It was very popular last year and many 

people even placed pictures of their egg 

invitations on Facebook. But more importantly, 

many found their way into our Easter worship. 



Four:19 Discipleship 

As a church we are committed to Jesus’ definition 

of a disciple:  A disciple is one who is following 

Jesus. A disciple is a person who is being changed 

by Jesus. A disciple is a person who is serving in the 

mission of Jesus. I hope these principles will help 

you as you grow in your faith. 

 

Discipleship Information Website 
For the latest information on the adult discipleship 

ministry, check out the website—  

lccdiscipleshipministry.wordpress.com. 

 

Interested in Membership?      

Ready for your Next Step? 
Join our LifeStep 1: Discover 

Lincoln Christian Church. Explore 

your faith and the beliefs of 

Lincoln Christian Church in a 

relaxed setting with Ron Otto and 

Brandon Boyd. You’ll get to ask any questions you 

have as well as meet others who are exploring the 

same journey. This class meets on Sunday, April 30 

from 5:00–7:00 p.m. It’s free, it’s casual, and we 

provide dinner (but not childcare). Sign up at the 

Welcome Center on Sundays or in the Church 

Office throughout the week. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brandon Boyd 

Minister of  

Adult Discipleship 

 

Wednesday Study 
The European military expeditions especially to the 

Holy Land known as the "Crusades" were an 

expression of the medieval Age of Faith, but today 

have become very controversial. In this class we 

will explore the ideas behind the Crusades and 

consider crusading history and developments in 

their medieval contexts, but we will also explore 

the understanding of Crusade today. As a 

Christian are you embarrassed by the Crusades?  

You may be surprised to learn about the real 

Crusades and the ideas that drove them; they’re 

not what you think! 

  

Class meets at 6:30 p.m. in Family Rooms 1 & 2 and 

continues through April 5. No registration 

necessary. 



Zach Ramsey 

Student Minister 

 

Text Updates! 
Please sign up for our text 

messages for Jr. High and High 

School. For Jr. High, text Fuel 

to 40650. For High School, text 

Gathering to 40650. This is the easiest and fastest 

way to get updated news about the ministry. 

 

Post – High School 
We will have Post here after the Gathering 

Sunday, April 30 from 8:00–9:00 p.m. Juniors bring 

snacks! Post is simply a giant hangout. Hope to see 

you there.  

 

8th Grade Scholarships for CIY Move 
8th grade students who 

attended CIY Believe over 

April 8–9 can apply for a 

scholarship of $110 for 

Move. That means that 

what you paid for Believe is 

taken off the cost for Move. 

How sweet is that! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Move – 8th Grade thru Graduated Senior  
Move is July 10–15 in Wheaton, IL. $350 plus 2 

meals and a sack lunch. We will have a fundraiser 

in April to help you raise funds for your trip. Be sure 

to grab a packet for more info at the Student 

Information Desk (back of Welcome Center). 

 
 

Camp Scholarships Available 
We have 12 scholarships available for Jr. High and 

High School students to help them attend camp at 

Little Galilee. Applications can be picked up at 

the Student Info Desk now and are due by May 14. 

If you would like to use Family Fundraising Account 

funds for camp, contact Jenni by May 14. 

 

 

 

Ribeye Sandwich MOOOVE Fundraiser 
Sunday, May 7, we will have our Ribeye Sandwich 

Fundraiser for CIY Move! These carry out meals 

make an excellent lunch! You can purchase 

tickets in two ways. First, help individual students by 

purchasing tickets directly from them beginning 

April 19 through Sunday, April 30. The second way 

is to purchase tickets from the Church Office 

throughout the week or at the door on May 7; 

however, these proceeds will not benefit individual 

students but will go toward the overall trip cost. 

Thank you for supporting the students of LCC. 

lccstudents.com 

WELCOME 
Students   Parents 

LCC’s Family Fundraising Accounts help raise funds through physical gift cards/certificates or online gifts cards 

that earn rebate percentages for students and families to use for trips! To learn more or register see Jenni at 

the Student Info Desk (back of the Welcome Center) on Sundays or call the Church Office at 217.732.7618. 

Sign up for TODAY! 



 

KIDS’ WORSHIP — April 2017 
The Ultimate Transformer — Resurrection 
There is a lot of information 

in the Bible and seeing the 

whole picture can 

sometimes seem hard to 

do! During the month 

of April in Kids’ 

Worship, we will look 

at the big picture of 

how Jesus transformed 

life forever. We will begin 

with the prophecy of Isaiah and end with 

the Resurrection! Each Sunday we will see another 

piece of God’s plan unfold. Our key verse for the 

month is “Everyone who believes in Him will have 

eternal life” (John 3:15). Parents, if you would like 

to talk with your child about this series, see the 

weekly titles, main point (in parenthesis), and Bible 

text below.  
 

April Series Titles: 
 

   Jesus’ Life Foretold (We know that God is   

      faithful); Isaiah 11:1–5. 

   Jesus Announces He’s the Messiah (We know  

      that Jesus is the Son of God); John 7:25–44; 8:19. 

   Jesus Enters Jerusalem (We praise Jesus to show 

      we love Him); Mark 11:1–11. 

   Jesus Dies and Rises to Life (We trust that Jesus 

      loves us); John 19:16–20:18. 

   Jesus and the Miraculous Catch of Fish (We 

      know Jesus is alive); John 21:1–14. 

 

Preschool Registration for 2017–2018 is now open.  

Spots are filling every day, so don’t delay, sign up 

today! Call the Church Office at 217.732.7618 or 

download an application on the church website: 

lincolnchristianchurch.org/discover.   

 

 

Marcia Wells 

Children’s Minister 

VBS 2017 

June 19–22 
6:30–8:30 p.m. 
Join us at Galactic 

Starveyors VBS as we 

search the visible to 

discover the invisible! Kids will 

encounter amazing and 

wonderful things designed by the Creator of the 

universe! At Starveyors, VBS kids will find out that 

God wants a relationship with them! Watch the 

bulletin, announcements and Welcome Center for 

sign up sheets! You will find registration sheets for 

kids, volunteer sign-ups, and supply sign-up sheets! 

Plan now to join us as we make an impact on our 

community this summer! Miss Marcia (middle), Miss 

Ashley (left), and Miss Heather (right) are ready!!!  

 

KIDS CLUB FINALE! 
Wednesday, April 26 

 

 
 

       Kids come at 6:30.   

      Program for  

      parents at 7:00.         
           

         

 

SUNDAY, APRIL 9 
You are going to love it! 
 

Kids (ages 3 year’s through 4th 

grade) singing in ALL services. Arrive 

at 8:45 a.m. We will be finished by 

11:10 a.m. 

 

SUMMER CAMP 
Sign-ups for Little Galilee are now available. You 

may go online to register or get a form at the 

Children’s Ministry Check-In Area. Ask for 

scholarship information for grades 1st–4th at the 

Children’s Ministry Check-In Area. Some camps fill 

up quickly, so don’t delay! Don’t miss this 

opportunity to connect with other kids at camp! 

Sign up today!  

 

 

 



Laurin Hill 

Worship Minister 

Thank you . . .  
again for all of your 

support of the ministry 

of Good News and 

HeartSong. The 

Ultimate All-You-Can-

Eat Breakfast 

Fundraiser was a huge 

success thanks to you. 

We served 1,064 

people! It just keeps 

growing every year 

thanks to your support! Several students were able 

to raise all of their tour fee from the ticket sales for 

this event. We couldn’t have done it without you! 

Dates to Remember! 

          Good News is heading to the northeastern 

US including New York City, June 6–13, 2017. Good 

News’ home concert is Monday, June 5 at 7:00 

p.m. HeartSong will be on tour April 21–23. 

HeartSong’s home concert is Sunday, April 23 at 

4:00 p.m. You’ll be blessed by these concerts! 

 

The Service of Shadows is a very special service 

during Holy Week on Thursday night, April 13, at 

7:00 p.m. The Service of Shadows is a journey as 

Jesus meets with His disciples in the upper room 

and on to the garden of Gethsemane to prepare 

to go to the cross. It is a heart-preparation service 

filled with moving music, scripture, communion, 

and gripping video images. Experiencing The 

Service of Shadows will transform your Resurrection 

Morning worship experience! 

     Miss Marcia also has an experience planned for 

children ages 3 through 4th grade during The 

Service of Shadows. Sign up at the Children's 

Check-In Area. 

Join the Easter Worship Choir! 
For those who sing . . . Easter is April 16. Here is a 

great opportunity to lift your voice with us. 

          The Easter Worship Choir leads worship for 

our combined Easter Sunday morning worship 

services at the LCU Chapel—two services at 8:30 

and 10:30 a.m. The Easter Worship Choir is a multi-

generational choir made up of our students from 

HeartSong and Good News as well as the 

Sanctuary Choir and the Fellowship Center worship 

team.  

          There are a couple of rehearsals on the 

Sunday afternoons of April 2 and 9 from 3:00–4:00 

p.m. to choose from—you only need to come to 

one. 
 

Important Dates for Your Calendar! 
 Sunday, April 2 – Easter Worship Choir 

rehearsal, 3:00-4:00 p.m. OR 

 Sunday, April 9 – Easter Worship Choir 

rehearsal, 3:00-4:00 p.m. 

 Thursday, April 13 – Service of Shadows; 7:00 

p.m. 

 Friday, April 14 – Community Good Friday 

Service at Open Arms Christian Fellowship, 7:00 

p.m. 

 Sunday, April 16 – Our Easter Sunday Services 

will be at the LCU Chapel; 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. 

 April 21–23 – HeartSong Choir Tour. HeartSong 

Home Concert, Sun, Apr 23; 4:00 p.m. 

 Monday, April 24 – Kid’s Choirs Musical; 6:30 

p.m. 

 Monday, June 5 – GOOD NEWS Home 

Concert; 7:00 p.m. 

 June 6–13 – GOOD NEWS Tour to New York City      

and the northeastern US. 



News for the Family! 

New Members by Baptism: 
Colin Centers – 3/2/17 

Judy Masterson – 3/11/17 

 

 

Sympathy and Prayers: 
Ruth Woods at the passing of her brother, Dale 

Klein; family and friends at the passing of Eleanor 

Daniel; family and friends at the passing of 

Marianna Taylor, Steve & Anna Connor and family 

at the passing of Steve’s mother, Judy Connor; Lou 

and Marcella Tesh at the passing of their daughter, 

Dara Tesh; and family and friends at the passing of 

Kaye Paris. 

 

 

Ways to Give 
See the giving page on the website: 

lincolnchristianchurch.org/give. 

 

Ways to Serve the Community 
The Christian Nursing Home is in need of 3 to 4 

volunteers on the third Friday of each month as 

well as anytime there is a fifth Friday. We clean 

tables after breakfast and pass refreshments to the 

residents. Also, one volunteer is usually needed to 

fold laundry. Please call Margaret Bent at 

217.735.2291. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Where are we now? 

1. LG is pleased to share that 

faithful Christians have 

blessed this program and 

the one million dollar mark 

has already been surpassed! 

2. LG is now in the process of 

getting commitments from partners who will 

help establish the needed pattern of giving 

throughout 2017/2018 that would insure 

adequate funds to complete the project by 

2020—debt free! 

3. Five LG staff members and fifteen executive 

board members have already made 

commitments to a total of $57,038 to be given 

over the next 24 months. That’s a monthly 

average of $118.82 per commitment! 

Global Impact Highlight: 
Luciano and Andreia Rodrigues: Guinea-

Bisssau 
 

The ministry of Luciano & 

Andreia fits the unusual 

category of working with three 

mission agencies—Hisportic 

Christian Mission, Team 

Expansion, and Missao Crista 

do Brasil. Also, because the 

Rodrigueses could not get a U.S. visa last summer, our 

Global Impact team was only able to speak with 

them over Skype. Due to serious health problems they 

must live in Brazil, directing and encouraging teams 

from there, and be content to travel to Guinea-Bissau 

for short time periods each year. In spite of these less 

than optimal circumstances, the national Christian 

leaders of Guinea-Bissau are continuing to carrying 

out the work much as they did when Luciano & 

Andreia were in enrolled in college in the U.S. 

          Luciano reports many victories of growth in this 

Muslim nation: Nearly 200 baptisms in the past 3 years, 

16 churches (the goal is 8 churches in each state), 

over 1000 in attendance between these churches, 

three schools with over 900 enrolled, monthly seminary 

sessions with 90/100 national teachers learning how to 

apply biblical principles in their classes. 
 

Prayer Needs: 

 Recruit a team to minister in Guinea-Bissau. 

 Raise funds to complete several buildings and 

replace a 4x4 pickup truck. 

 Health needs: healing from future brain 

hemorrhage for Luciano and fibromyalgia with 

possible rheumatoid arthritis for Andreia. 

 For the children in the Portuguese-speaking 

schools in Brazil. 

 

Local Impact Highlight: 
Little Galilee: 2020 Vision 
 

BUILD A NEW DINING HALL BY 2020 
 

Fourfold Plan: 

1. LG enlisted over 500 prayer partners who will seek 

God’s blessing and direction. 

2. LG is committed to building debt free as they 

have done the past 15 years. 

3. The plan is to begin construction in 2018 

PROVIDING at least one million dollars on hand 

PLUS a giving pattern that would insure being able 

to finish without interruption once beginning 

construction and remain debt free in 2020. 

4. While gathering funds for this project, LG must 

maintain strong giving to the general fund to pay 

daily operational expenses AND keep costs low for 

campers (slightly over 50% camp upkeep). 
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