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Meet Your Maker 
Picture me on a stage with stacks and stacks and 

stacks of books around me, everywhere. Some 

stacks are high as my waist; some as high as my 

shoulders, but most stacks far above my head. Can 

your image it? This would just be a small sampling of 

how many books have been written on the subject 

of the origins of our universe—religious and 

otherwise. Where did mankind come from? How did 

we get here? It doesn’t matter how much I preach 

on it or how convincing I might be, I’ll never answer 

these questions in a way everyone will accept. The 

debate is just too intense.  

          However, we need to answer it for ourselves. 

We need to know where we stand and where we 

can and cannot bend, because sooner or later, 

someone is going to challenge our views. If the first 

professor you run into at college (or online) that 

questions your God or questions your bible or 

questions your Christian worldview causes you to 

give up your faith, then all that tells me is how weak 

your foundation was from the beginning. Christians 

compromise too much.  

          Some people just cannot bring themselves to 

say, “In the beginning God . . . !” They say, “In the 

beginning gases,” or “In the beginning some matter 

and vapors.” The constant struggle to explain our 

origin has always been here. The ancient Greeks 

taught the earth was held up by a god named 

Atlas. When Greek children asked, “What’s does 

Atlas stand on?” They were told he stands on the 

back of an elephant. “What does the elephant 

stand on?” A Giant turtle! “What does the giant 

turtle stand on?” On the back of bigger Turtle! Every 

time they asked, the next turtle got bigger and 

bigger until they concluded: “It’s easy . . . there are 

turtles all the way down.” All the way down to 

what? Do you really want to put your eternal 

destination in something like that? 

          Genesis 1:2–4 reads: “Now the earth was 

formless and empty, darkness was over the surface 

of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering 

over the waters. And God said, ‘Let there be light,’ 

and there was light. God saw that the light was 

good, and he separated the light from the 

darkness.” I love that the first thing God did was to 

address darkness. The first recorded words of God 

are, “Let there be light.” This isn’t the creation of the 

Ron Otto 

Preaching Minister 

sun . . . it doesn’t come until later on in day four. 

How do we have light before the sun, moon, and 

stars? We’re told, “God dwells in unapproachable 

light” (I Timothy 6:16). It was because God was 

there . . . and there was light everywhere.  

          Now I don’t want to be too rigid, but I do 

have strong convictions here. But that doesn’t 

mean we have to attend every argument we’re 

invited to. Beware of people who are overly 

dogmatic. There have been countless seminars on 

both Genesis and Revelation. There are people 

who are convinced they have it all figured out; 

how God made the world and how the end of 

times will play out. To them, they have the only 

right view and the only right interpretation and 

they dogmatically fight you for their views. Beware 

of people like that.  

 As for me, I believe! You see, if we only had 

an eyewitness there at the beginning, what a 

difference that eyewitness makes in a court of law 

when there are conflicting opinions about what 

happened. If we could find a creditable witness to 

creation, it would be most helpful. Well I believe 

we have such a witness. And this eyewitness has 

gone on record. None of us were there . . . but the 

Holy Spirit was. And the Spirit continued to lead 

men to write what God wanted written. For me, 

we can trust our bibles and enjoy Genesis.  

 
 

Upcoming Sermon Series: 
 

Genesis breaks easily into eight parts—four great events 

and four great men—but that’s not the point of Genesis. 

The point is to know the truth about God. This is the type 

of summer we’re going to spend in Genesis.   

 

July 1  Call & Covenant Genesis 12–15 

July 8  Doubt   Genesis 16 

July 15  Promise   Genesis 21 

July 22  Testing   Genesis 22 

July 29  Isaac’s Story  Genesis 24–26 



Adult Sunday School 
Join an Adult Sunday School Class. These classes 

meet for study and friendships. You can visit any 

class, any Sunday. The classes meet at 9:30. A 

Sunday School class is a great first step for those 

new to Lincoln Christian Church or new to the 

Bible. Visit several classes and join the one that is 

best for you.  

 

Little Galilee Family Camp 
Dads/Lads Retreat—August 3–4 

Family Camp #2—August 31–Sept 3 

Sign up online at www.littlegalilee.com 

 

Four:19 Discipleship 
As Christians, it is important for us to remember 

that Jesus  wants to change us on three levels: The 

Head Level (“come and follow me”) the Heart 

Level, (“and I will make you”) and the Hands Level 

(“fishers of men”). As summer 2018 gets rolling 

through take time to evaluate your growth in 

these three areas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brandon Boyd 

Minister of  

Adult Discipleship 

Are You one of the 400? 
A few years ago, a movie put a spotlight on the 

bravery of the 300 Spartans who held off the 

Persian army at the Battle of Thermopylae. They 

were called “the 300.” 
 

My question is, “Are you one of the 400?” 
 

One of the areas that we talk about in our LifeStep 

#1 Class is our church’s emphasis on making an 

“Impact” in our church, in our community, and in 

our world.  One of the questions that we are often 

asked  is, “How many people does it take to keep 

the ministries of Lincoln Christian Church 

functioning well?” 
 

The answer is “400.” 
 

The Bible talks about some important reasons why 

we need to be serving in the church: (1) Our 

serving honors God. He made us who we are and 

when we serve it brings Him glory. (2) Your service 

benefits others. The ministry of our church reaches 

hundreds of lives in our community and in our 

world. (3) Your serving benefits your own spiritual 

health. When we serve, God stretches us, 

strengthens us, and fills us with both dependence  

on Him and the joy that comes by being used by 

Him. 
 

Right now, we are enjoying our summer vacations 

and the relaxed summer schedule, but around the 

Church Offices we are already planning for an 

exciting fall season full of life-changing programs, 

events, classes, and groups. 
 

Can I challenge you to become one of “the 400?”  

When a staff member, elder, or ministry team 

leader taps you on the shoulder to ask about a 

next step in serving, I hope that you will be open to 

that discussion and to see what God can do 

through your ministry. 

 

 

 

Adult Discipleship Website 
For the latest information on the adult discipleship 

ministry, check out the website—There is 

information on classes, studies, LifeGroups, studies 

for men, women, and couples. 

lccdiscipleshipministry.wordpress.com. 



Zach Ramsey 

Student Minister 

 

 
Student Ministry Website: 
lccstudents.com 

 

 

 

Text Updates! 
For Jr. High, text Fuel to 40650. For 

High School, text Gathering to 40650.  

 

 

Summer Calendars 
Pick up a Summer Calendar at the Student Info 

Desk or online at lccstudents.com/events. 

 

Mission Dominican Meeting 
Our LAST Members Team 

Meeting will be Sunday, 

July 22 at 1:00 p.m. Funds. 

 

Jr. High Bible Study 
This year at D.I.R.T. (Deep 

In Rich Truth), we will work 

through the book of 1 

Peter. Bible Study will meet 

on Wednesday nights from 6:30–8:00 p.m. For a list 

of locations visit lccstudents.com/events or grab a 

physical summer calendar from the Student Info 

Desk.  D.I.R.T. is for all incoming 6th–8th graders. 

 

High School Bible Study 
At Greenhouse, we will 

work through the book 

of James. Bible Study 

will meet on 

Wednesday nights from 

6:30–8:00 p.m. For a list 

of locations visit lccstudents.com/events or grab a 

physical summer calendar from the Student Info 

Desk. Greenhouse is for all incoming 9th–

Graduates. 

 

 

 

 

 

We are going SWIMMING!!! Incoming 6th–8th 

graders, come with us to Raging Waves near 

Chicago, Monday, July 16. $25 plus a sack lunch 

and $$ for one fast food meal. Sign up by paying 

no later than Sunday, July 8. 

Jr. High Cookout 
Incoming 6th–8th graders, join us August 11, 6:00 

p.m. at the Golden’s (1446 Route 121). We are 

going to play games, hang out, eat yummy food, 

and watch a movie (TBD). $5 for food. 

 

High School Cookout 
Incoming 9th–graduated seniors, join us August 18, 

6:00 p.m. at the Spencer’s (250 Campus View Dr.). 

We will have yard games and more (TBA)! $5 for 

food. 

 

 

Start Fundraising for Fall now 

w/   
LCC’s Family Fundraising Accounts help raise funds 

through physical gift cards/certificates or online 

gifts cards that earn rebate percentages for 

students and families to use for trips! To learn more 

or register, see Jenni at the Student Info 

Desk on Sundays or call the Church 

Office at 217.732.7618. 

WELCOME  
Students   Parents 



 

KIDS WORSHIP — June 2018 
Obedience doesn’t 

come easy! During the 

month of July our kids 

will look at the struggles 

people in the Bible had 

with obedience and 

examine their own 

struggles to always do 

what is right! From the 

battle between the 

Israelites and the 

Philistines, to the opposition Jesus faced, to the 

conflicts kids face today, we will search the Bible 

for how we can live godly lives obeying God every 

step of the way! Kids will have the opportunity to 

see how the Ten Commandments are a relevant 

guide for their lives each and every day! 

          Our key verse for this month is Deuteronomy 

5:32,  “Obey All God’s commands.” Moms and 

Dads, if you would like to talk with your kids about 

our study the topics are listed below. 

 

 The Philistines Capture the Ark. 1 Samuel 5:1–5.  

We know God is the only god.  

 Jesus Heals on the Sabbath.  Mark 3:1–5. We 

set aside a day for God.  

 The Parable of Two Sons. Matthew 21:28–32. 

We honor God by obeying our parents.  

 People Lie About Jesus. Mark 14:53–65. We tell 

the truth no matter what.   

 Nathan Give’;ls David a Message From God. 2 

Samuel 12:1–6. We’re content with what God 

gives us. 

 

 

Marcia Wells 

Children’s Minister 

Sunday, August 19, 2018 
The third Sunday in August our kids will be MOVING 

UP!!! Kids will move up to their new classes for the 

coming school year during the 9:30 a.m. hour. This 

is a special time for all of our kids, so we hope 

everyone can be here for that special event!  

 

Sunday, August 26, 2018 

6:00–8:00 p.m. 
Join us the last Sunday in August for a pool party 

at the Lincoln Rec Center. We invite all of our 

families to come out to the pool and have a great 

time—make sure to bring some friends! We always 

hope to see lots of our kids their and all of our new 

VBS friends as well! Begin thinking of who you can 

invite today! 

We still have openings in the LCC Preschool this 

fall. If you need more information, just stop by the 

Children’s Ministry Check In area or call the 

Church Office at 217.732.7618 and ask for Jenni.   

LCC Preschool offers a quality Christian 

educational program that prepares children for 

Kindergarten. School will be starting before you 

know it and we would be so happy for your 

preschooler to join this year’s class! 
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Laurin Hill 

Worship Minister 

Good News Tour Wrap Up! 
GOOD NEWS made a large Midwestern circle on our 

annual ministry tour, June 5–12, 2018. It was a great 

trip filled with nine concerts in nine days! Tour took us 

through six states (including four state capitals!). Our 

home concert was Monday, June 4; followed by 

concerts at Community Christian Church, New 

Palestine, IA; Central Christian Church, Battle Creek, 

MI; Countryside Christian Church, Port Byron, IL; 

Zeandale Community Church, Zeandale, KS; Worlds 

of Fun, Kansas City, MO; First Christian Church, Webb 

City, MO; Community Christian Church, Alton, IL; and 

our final “close-ish to home concert” at Williamsville 

Christian Church, Williamsville, IL. 

          Thirty-four 9th–12th graders and eleven sponsors 

boarded the bus and our van/trailer Tuesday 

morning, June 5, to head toward Indy. Some 

highlights of tour were the Sojourner Truth Statue in 

Battle Creek, MI, Dr. Brian Messner’s home town and 

home church where we sang a concert; stopping in 

Downtown Chicago for a group photo at the Bean 

and having lunch; visiting the Robert Wadlow 

“World’s Tallest Man” statue in Alton and learning 

about the Piasa bird from Bethany Henry and her 

hometown and home church where we sang a 

concert; Laurin surprising everyone with a visit to the 

top of the Arch and taking a lunch riverboat cruise in 

St. Louis on our last day! 

          It was also nice to have a few surprise visitors on 

tour as well. For Chance McCumber’s birthday, his 

parents decided to surprise him and traveled from 

Lincoln to Zeandale, KS. Sheri Hill’s mom and 

grandmother also made a surprise visit to Zeandale! 

 

 

 

          The 2018 message of GOOD NEWS was entitled 

Perspective based on how we see God, how God 

sees us, and how we see each other. Through a 

collection of songs, brief drama sketches, and 

scripture, Perspective followed Nicole who shares her 

life with the audience through a box containing items 

that represent the important aspects of her life. As 

other characters cross Nicole’s path, they sometimes 

add to her box or replace items in her box without 

her realizing what is happening until she hears her 

friends from church talking about youth group and 

she realizes none of the items in her life are not what 

she started out with and has no idea where they 

came from. God wants our lives to be “full, but not 

unmanageable.” 

     The 2017–18 edition of GOOD NEWS consisted of a 

29-voice Choir, three-piece Worship Band, T.R.A.S.H. 

(our percussion ensemble which creates unique and 

amazing rhythms using found objects made of plastic 

and metal), Drama Team, and Student Tech Crü. 

     Thank you to our all year-long assistant directors 

and sponsors: Brian Bolton, Sheri Hill, Paula Landess, 

and Devin Vannoy. Thank you to the parents and 

additional sponsors who went with us on the road: 

Kenny & Jennifer Golden, Kendra Hartman, Bethany 

Henry, Graham Hill, Brian Messner, Chris Nobbe, and 

Tina Warfel. 

          Thank you to all who helped us eat carry-out 

pork chop dinners in November and all-you-can-eat 

pancakes in March! Thanks to the many who prayed 

for us while on the road. We couldn’t do what we do 

without your support! 



Local Impact Highlight: 
Lincoln/Logan Food Pantry 
 

The pantry opened in June of 

1993, when several churches 

and smaller pantries joined 

together to offer one larger, 

more efficient pantry. It 

began in the basement of 

the First United Methodist 

Church, but in order to keep up with the growing 

demand it moved to its current location. The new 

building was furnished by the First United Methodist 

Church free of charge and over the years the 

pantry has added a walk-in freezer, an addition to 

the west furnished by the Woods Foundation, and 

a waiting room addition furnished by the Eaton 

Corporation. 

          Of the 60 plus volunteers working at the 

pantry each week, some help by picking up bread 

at Kroger every day, while others grab meat, 

pastries and canned goods at Walmart, and 

Kroger and Aldi pickups every Monday, 

Wednesday and Friday. Together, these volunteers 

transported over 90,000 lbs. of food from these 

three stores last year. The pantry also has 

volunteers that help unload donation trucks two or 

three times a month. 

          The pantry is open Tuesday, 9–11 a.m., 

Thursday, 2–4 p.m., and the second Wednesday of 

the month from 2–4 p.m. All volunteers shows up 

one hour before in order to stock shelves. 

          Lincoln/Logan is a full choice pantry, 

meaning that each person can pick out what they 

please as they would go around a typical grocery 

store. In April, it served 478 families consisting of 

1690 individuals. However, the pantry is in need of 

more volunteers for the second Wednesday 

afternoon and to help pick-up food at the grocery 

stores on Monday, Wednesday and Friday. They 

are also in need of preachers or lay persons to 

lead prayer before opening each day and a 

coordinator to schedule the preachers or lay 

people. Thank you for the support of the very 

generous churches and individuals of Lincoln and 

Logan County. 

 
 

NEW & IMPROVED Harvest Website! 
 

The Harvest of Talents official website is under 

construction and will soon be available to display 

projects (past & present), media, and keep you  

informed on the latest Harvest 

news. To learn more about how 

you can contribute to the Harvest 

Ministry visit: 

www.harvestoftalents.org. 

Global Impact Highlight: 
Indonesia: Asia Pacific International 
 

API’s newsletters focus on prayer for specific people 

groups in Indonesia. This month’s highlight is the Jambi 

people. 

          Keeping in mind that Indonesia contains the 

largest Muslim population in the world, the Jambi 

people group alone consists of 1,000,000 people—

and 99.94% are Muslim. They live on the island of 

Sumatra, speak the Malay language, fish, farm, and 

work on plantations. Only 0.06% hold a Christian belief 

of any sort. 

          Four church planters work with the Jambi. Pray 

for these church planters in the following ways: 

 Pray for their families for health, safety, wisdom 

and guidance. 

 Pray for them to seize opportunities to share the 

Gospel. 

 Pray for positive relationships with the Muslims. 

 Pray for the few churches to grow, for new 

Christians to be discipled, and for churches to 

multiply. 

 Pray for God to reveal Christ to the Jambi in 

dreams and visions especially after Ramadan 

when Muslims have prayed earnestly to hear from 

God. 

 Pray for courage to accept Christ and witness to 

their families. The Jambi are a very traditional and 

conservative people—very slow to change. 

 Because music is important to 

these people also, pray for those 

who compose songs to fit the 

culture. Christian words can be 

written to melodies the Jambi 

already know. 

Finally, pray for the API directors, Sugi 

and Lusi (pictured right), for God’s 

blessings on their leadership. 
 

 

 

 

News for the Family! 
 

New Members by Baptism: 
Dale Nelson – 6/10/18 

Vetah Grieme – 6/17/18 

 

New Members by Transfer: 
Bob Wilmert – 5/27/18 

Barb Wilmert – 5/27/18 

 

Sympathy & Prayers: 
Vera Thomas, Mary (Thomas) George, and Larry 

Thomas and families at the passing of their mother, 

Louise Thomas; and Joe & Janet Haning and family at 

the passing of Joe’s brother, Keith Haning. 
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2018 H.O.T. Plates 

It’s that time again! The Harvest of Talents is ordering 

legal license plates issued by the Illinois Secretary of 

State for use from August 29 – October 27, 2018. 

These 35th Anniversary edition plates feature a 

‘white’ background with original artwork, ‘blue’ 

Harvest info, and ‘orange’ embossed lettering. 

Proceeds go to support the 35th Annual Harvest of 

Talents for World Hunger. Only 50 sets will be made 

available. To reserve yours, stop by the Church 

Office with the following: 

     1. $25 cash or check payable to Harvest of     

         Talents; 

     2. Primary driver's license (to copy) and phone  

         number; 

     3. Legible copy of Illinois vehicle registration (to  

         copy), valid through October 2017 or beyond. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A sample plate will be available in the Harvest 

display case in the Family Room. If you have 

additional questions call Carolyn Neal at 

217.735.5708. 

3-Year Olds 

M, W, F | 8:30-11:00 AM 

4-Year Olds 

M-Thurs | 1:00-3:30 PM 

Applications available at Church Office and online: 

lincolnchristianchurch.org/ministries/children 

OPEN REGISTRATION 


