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Worship Services 

   8:15 a.m. | Sanctuary 

   8:15 a.m. | Fellowship Center 

   9:30 a.m. | Fellowship Center 

 11:00 a.m. | Fellowship Center 

Saturday, July 29 | 8 AM – 5 PM 

Incoming 6th grade – graduated seniors 

Meet at LCC, serve, & return to LCC 

No cost, BYOSL (Bring Your Own Sack Lunch) 

*Sign up online at lccstudents.com/events 

Church Office 217.732.7618  I  Fax 217.732.5683  I  lcchurch@lincolnchristianchurch.org 

Website www.lincolnchristianchurch.org 



FREEEEDOOOOOM! 
 

Some of the greatest stories ever told are stories of 

freedom. It has always read well in books and it 

continues to play well in the movies. The film Glory 

starring Matthew Broderick, Denzel Washington, 

and Morgan Freeman was about the first all black 

military unit in the civil war. The Patriot, starring Mel 

Gibson, was about this country’s freedom. Another 

Mel Gibson film was Braveheart—maybe you’ve 

heard of it! Do you remember how the film 

ended? William Wallace, the Scottish hero, is 

being tortured. The king wants him and his people 

to give into his power and rule, but Wallace suffers 

through it and won’t give in. As he marshals all his 

strength in the last moment, Wallace lets out a 

loud cry of “FREEEEDOOOOM!”  

          Freedom plays well in the movies. But there 

are also freedom moments based in reality that 

are forever powerful. Who could forget the 

freedom speech of Martin Luther King? “When we 

let freedom ring from every village and every 

hamlet, from every state and every city, we will be 

able to speed up that day when all of God’s 

children, black men and white men, black sisters 

and white sisters, Jews and Gentiles, Protestants 

and Catholics will be able to join hands and sing in 

the words of the old spiritual, ’Free at last! Free at 

last!’ Thank God almighty we are free at last.” 

          In Washington, D.C. stands the Capitol 

Building of the United States of America. The 

cornerstone was laid in 1793, but the crowning 

touch is the statue on top of the rotunda known as 

the “Freedom Lady,” being placed there in 1863. 

The Freedom Lady stands nearly 20 feet tall. A 

crest of stars frames her face. A shield of Stars and 

Stripes is in her left hand. She was sculpted in 

Rome, then the “Lady” was brought to America 

aboard a sailing ship. During the trip across the 

Atlantic Ocean, a fierce storm developed. The 

Captain ordered cargo thrown overboard to 

lighten the load. The sailors even wanted to throw 

the heavy statue overboard, but the captain 

refused, shouting over the wind, “No! Never! We’ll 

flounder before we throw ‘Freedom’ away.” So, 

Freedom was saved and the statue stands above 

the dome today because one man believed not 

only in the stone symbol, but the true ‘Freedom.’ 

Ron Otto 

Preaching Minister 

          Freedom is something we all want. As 

Americans, we seek it out and our nation was built 

upon it. No one wants to have their freedom taken 

away. Ever since we were kids we wanted to grow 

up as fast as we could so we would be free from 

the awful reign of our parents whose rules and 

regulations seem to rain down on our parade of 

fun. Now, as adults, we continue to complain 

about work invading our freedoms or an 

overreaching government. We love our freedom.  

          Jesus was a freedom-lover too! He said, “If 

the son sets you free, you shall be free indeed” i 

(John 8:36). He also said, “You will know the truth 

and the truth will set you free” (John 8:32). 

          Bill Gaither wrote a song several years ago 

that includes the words, “Shackled by a heavy 

burden, neath a load of guilt and shame, then the 

hands of Jesus touched me, and now I am no 

longer the same. He touched me . . . oh he 

touched me, and oh the joy that floods my soul 

 . . . something happened and now I know he 

touched me and made me whole.” 

          Most people are unaware that there are 

broken shackles resting at the feet of the Statue of 

Liberty. She is breaking away from that which had 

her in bondage!  

          Jesus has broken the chains that held us and 

now he offers freedom to anyone who wants it. 

Galatians 5:1 tells us, “It is for freedom that Christ 

has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let 

yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of 

slavery.”   

 

Upcoming Jesus. Messages: 
 

Jul 2 Jesus’ Transfiguration  Luke 9:18–36 

Jul 9 Jesus Heals Boy with Evil Spirit Luke 9:37–45 

Jul 16 Jesus on the Cost of Following Luke 9:51–62 

Jul 23 Jesus sends out Seventy-two Luke 10:1–24 

Jul 30 Jesus’ Parable, Good Samaritan Luke 10:25–37 
 

As we continue on in our Jesus. series, be reading 

and looking ahead at the above passages. 

 



Adult Sunday School 
 

Join an Adult Sunday School Class. These classes 

meet for study and friendships. You can visit any 

class, any Sunday. The classes meet at 9:30 a.m. 

between the 8:15 and 11:00 services. A Sunday 

School class is a great first step for those new to 

Lincoln Christian Church or new to the Bible. Visit 

several classes and join the best one for you.  

 

Four:19 Discipleship 
As Christians, it is important for us to remember 

that Jesus  wants to change us on three levels: The 

Head Level (“come and follow me”) the Heart 

Level, (“and I will make you”) and the Hands Level 

(“fishers of men”). As  summer 2017 gets rolling 

through take time to evaluate your growth in 

these three areas. 

 

Little Galilee Camps 
Dads/Lads Retreat — August 4–5 

Family Camp #2 — September 1–4 

Register at www.littlegalilee.com. 

 

Discipleship Website 
For the latest information on the adult discipleship 

ministry, check out the website—   

lccdiscipleshipministry.wordpress.com. 

 

 

 

Brandon Boyd 

Minister of  

Adult Discipleship 

Your 2:00 a.m. Phone Call 
One of the reasons that Lincoln Christian Church 

places such a high emphasis on our Adult 

Discipleship environments is because we want 

people to Discover God, Connect with Others, 

and Impact our World. In leading people through 

that process, we hope people become fully 

maturing Four:19 Disciples of Jesus. 
 

So often, those moments of spiritual growth take 

place in the midst of the difficulties of life: the 

death of a parent, the sickness of a child, the 

uncertainty of employment, the realization of your 

failing health. In those moments, we learn to 

depend on God; but more than that, we learn to 

depend on God’s gift to us, other Christians. 
 

The Bible tells us that we are to “bear with one 

another” (Eph. 4:2), to “serve one another” (Gal. 

5:13), and to “encourage one another” (Heb. 

3:13). These commands are designed to support 

followers of Jesus by making life a little easier, 

making difficulty a little less painful, and by making 

joys a little bit sweeter through sharing it with 

brothers and sisters in Christ. 
 

From my desk, I get to hear stories of how 

LifeGroups pray for each other’s job tensions. I get 

to hear how Adult Sunday School classes pool 

resources to bless a missionary in a big way while 

learning the power of teamwork. I get to see 

friendships grow as our Men on Fire group works 

together to construct a shed whose goal is to feed 

the hungry of the world in the name of Jesus. I get 

to see women who pray and study together and 

bring joy and life into difficult circumstances. I get 

to see how a new believer asks a question of a 

more mature student of scripture and see their 

eyes light up in a meaningful truth revealed by 

God. 
 

I think one of the motivating factors in the ministry 

that I work on every day is for everyone at Lincoln 

Christian Church to have someone that they could 

make a 2:00 a.m. phone call to when life caves in. 

If you currently have that person in your life, 

great—praise God for bringing that person to you.  

If you recognize the need, but can’t put a name 

or a face to that need, then I encourage to you 

begin to take some next steps—to visit a Sunday 

School Class, join a ministry team, explore a 

LifeGroup, or the so many other worthy 

opportunities we have for people to make friends 

who will help them to grow more like Jesus. 
 

Let me know what I can do to help, 

Brandon 



Zach Ramsey 

Student Minister 

 

New Student Ministry Website  
Check us out at lccstudents.com. 

 

Text Updates! 
Please sign up for our text 

messages for Jr. High and High 

School. For Jr. High, text Fuel 

to 40650. For High School, text 

Gathering to 40650. This is the easiest and fastest 

way to get updated news about the ministry. 

 

Jr. High Bible Study 
This year at DIRT (Deep in 

Rich Truth), we will work 

through the book of 

Philippians. Bible Study will 

meet on Wednesday nights 6:30-8:00 p.m. For a list 

of locations visit lccstudents.com/events or grab a 

summer calendar at the Student Info Desk. DIRT is 

for incoming 6th-8th Graders! 

 

High School Bible Study 
At GreenHouse, we will 

work through 1–3 John. 

Bible Study will meet on 

Wednesday nights 6:30-8:00 

p.m. For a list of locations visit lccstudents.com/

events or grab a summer calendar at the Student 

Info Desk. GreenHouse is for incoming 9th-

Graduates.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It’s Back and Better than Ever! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Saturday, July 29 | 8 AM – 5 PM 

Incoming 6th grade – graduated seniors 

Meet at LCC, serve, & return to LCC 

No cost, BYOSL (Bring Your Own Sack Lunch) 

*Sign up online at lccstudents.com/event  

 

 

Jr. High Cookout 
Incoming 6th-8th Graders, join us August 11 at the 

Golden’s 1446 Rt. 121. We are going to play 

games, hang out, eat yummy food, and watch a 

movie (TBD). Only $5! 

Sign up by August 6 at 

lccstudents.com/events. 

 

High School Cookout 
Join us August 19 at the 

Spencer’s 250 Campus 

View Dr. We will have 

some yard games, Geocaching, and more TBA! 

Only $5! Sign up by August 13 at lccstudents.com/

events. 

 

Family Fundraising Update! 
Thorntons has discontinued their fundraising 

program as of 6/1/17. These were physical 

rechargeable gift cards where a rebate 

percentage went towards Family Fundraising 

Accounts to help with LCC activity costs. If you 

have a card with funds still on it, you can still use it 

up but no rebates will be awarded. If you have 

given a card to family or friends, please pass this 

on so they also know it’s no longer fundraising. We 

are saddened by this news as we’re sure you are 

too. We thank you for your understanding and 

patience. In its place we will start selling Cracker 

Barrel gift cards with 8% rebates! And if you're 

interested in even more ways to help fundraise 

and help with LCC activity costs, please check 

out Scrip, our online fastest and best option (see 

the Student Info Desk (back of Welcome Center)!  

WELCOME 
Students   Parents 

LCC’s Family Fundraising Accounts help raise funds through physical gift cards/certificates or online gifts cards 

that earn rebate percentages for students and families to use for trips! To learn more or register see Jenni at 

the Student Info Desk (back of the Welcome Center) on Sundays or call the Church Office at 217.732.7618. 

Sign up for TODAY! 



 

KIDS’ WORSHIP — July 2017 
Holy Grill — “Fruit of the Spirit” 
Join us in July for Kids Worship.  

We will look at the Fruits of 

the Spirit and see how 

we can follow the Holy 

Spirit.  Our key verse is 

Galatians 5:2; “Let us 

follow the Spirit.”  

Parents if you would like 

to review what we study 

with your kids, the titles 

and texts are below, and 

the main point is listed in italics.   
 

July Series Titles: 
 

 God Changes King Saul’s Heart. 1 Samuel 

10:10. The Holy Spirit changes us. 

 Paul Tells Christians to Do What’s Right.  

Galatians 5:13–17. The Holy Spirit guides us.  

 Jesus Teaches About Peace. Matthew 6:25–34; 

Galatians 5;22–23. God gives us peace.   

 Ruth Is Kind to Naomi. Ruth 1: Galatians 5:22–

23. God wants us to be kind to others.   

 Jesus is Faithful.  Matthew 4:1–11; Galatians 

5:22–23. God helps us be faithful.   

Sunday, August 20, 9:30 a.m. 
Save the date! We’ll be celebrating our kid’s leap 

forward to their new classes. Kids, toddlers through 

fourth grade, will be promoted to the next grade.  

This is an exciting time so make sure your family will 

be with us that day. Your child will want to tell you 

all about their new class! Make sure to 

congratulate them! 

 

 

 

 

Marcia Wells 

Children’s Minister 

PRESCHOOL NEWS! 
Registration 
School just dismissed for summer, but before we 

know it, school will be back in session! Your child 

will have opportunities to grow academically, 

socially and spiritually. If you haven’t registered 

your preschooler for the 2017-2018 school year, 

call today at 217.732.7618. 
 

Scrip Program 
And while you’re at it, ask Jenni about how you 

can use the Scrip program to help pay tuition.  

Even if you do not have a child in preschool, you 

can help our preschool families by participating in 

the Scrip program and earning rebates. We are 

very excited about being able to offer this option 

to support our families. Make sure to check it out 

soon so that your summer purchases can be used 

for fall tuition.   

 

Thank you to 

everyone who 

volunteered, 

donated, and 

prayed for this 

year’s VBS.  

Galactic Starveyors would not happen if it were 

not for you and we are grateful! Please continue 

to pray that the impact of this year’s VBS will 

continue in the lives of kids and families! 
 

Sunday, July 30, 6:00–8:00 p.m. 
Join us for a 

Family Event at 

the Lincoln Rec 

Center Pool! It’s 

a fun night 

designed for 

your family and 

friends—so invite 

your neighbors! We hope to see lots of friends from 

VBS, but everyone is welcome! Get the word out 

today and join us 6:00-8:00 p.m., Sunday, July 30!  
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Laurin Hill 

Worship Minister 

Good News Tour Wrap Up! 

GOOD NEWS headed east on our annual ministry 

tour, June 6-13, 2017. It was an awesome trip, 

though we had a few challenges along the road! 

Tour took us through eight states presenting six 

concerts. Our home concert was Monday, June 5; 

followed by concerts at Hersheypark, Hershey, 

Pennsylvania; Smyrna Church of Christ, Smyrna, 

Delaware*; two concerts at Community Christian 

Church of New York City and Iglesia Cristiana La 

Hermosa; and our final “close-ish to home 

concert” at College Park Christian Church, 

Normal, Illinois. *2017 is the first time in the 46-year 

history of GOOD NEWS that we have presented a 

concert in the state of Delaware, which makes our 

40th state! 

          Forty-four 8th – 12th graders and 14 sponsors 

boarded the bus and our van/trailer Tuesday 

morning, June 6, to head toward New York City. 

We spent the night in Triadelphia, West Virginia 

and the bus liked West Virginia so much it decided 

to stay. It died on the onramp of the interstate as 

we were leaving the next morning. At least we 

weren’t on the side of the road. We were able to 

get over to a Cabela’s parking lot to wait for a 

tow-truck and a loaner bus to take us on to 

Pennsylvania, but unfortunately our loaner bus 

didn’t show until 4:30 p.m. when we were 

supposed to have been in Carlisle, PA, for a 

concert at 3:00 p.m. Several more loaner busses 

later took us to New York City, where our repaired 

bus finally caught up to us for the last couple days. 

          Some highlights of tour were the 9/11 

Memorial in NYC, The Lion King on Broadway, 

attending a Sunday morning worship service at the 

Brooklyn Tabernacle and a picnic in Central Park 

directly across the street from Community CC/

Iglesia Cristiana La Hermosa. 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

The 2017 message of GOOD NEWS, entitled 

“conversation” based on the theme of The Lord’s 

Prayer, is a collection of songs, drama sketches, 

and scripture. The songs are great arrangements 

from such Christian recording artists and worship 

leaders as Lauren Daigle, Hillary Scott, The Afters, 

Jordan Feliz, Hillsong United, Tenth Avenue North, 

Steven Curtis Chapman, and Chris Tomlin. 

          The 2016-17 edition of GOOD NEWS consists 

of a 39-voice Choir, six-piece Worship Band, 

T.R.A.S.H. (our percussion ensemble which creates 

unique and amazing rhythms using found objects 

made of plastic and metal), Drama Team, and 

Student Tech Crü.  

          Thank you to all our year-long assistant 

directors and sponsors: Jeff Hill, Sheri Hill, Paula 

Landess, Devin Vannoy, Brian Bolton, and Josh 

Meador. Thank you to the parents who went with 

us on the road: Jim Allen, Marci D’Andrea, Kenny 

& Jennifer Golden, Kendra Hartman, Bethany 

Henry, Chris Nobbe, and Tina Warfel. 

          Thank you to all who helped us eat carry-out 

pork chop dinners in November and all-you-can-

eat pancakes in March! Thanks to the many who 

prayed for us while on the road. We couldn’t do 

what we do without your support! 



Local Impact Highlight: 
Lincoln/Logan Food Pantry 
 

The pantry opened in June of 1993, when several 

churches and smaller pantries joined together to 

offer one larger, more efficient pantry. It began in 

the basement of the First United Methodist Church, 

but in order to keep up with the growing demand 

it moved to its current location. The new building 

was furnished by the First United Methodist Church 

free of charge and over the years we have added 

a walk-in freezer, an addition to the west furnished 

by the Woods Foundation, and a waiting room 

addition furnished by the Eaton Corporation. 

          Of the 60 plus volunteers working at the 

pantry, some help by picking up bread at Kroger 

every day, while others grab meat, pastries and 

canned goods at Walmart, Kroger and Aldi every 

Monday, Wednesday and Friday. Together, these 

volunteers picked up over 90,000 lbs. from these 

three stores last year. The pantry also has 

volunteers that help unload trucks two or three 

times a month. It is open Tuesday, 9–11 a.m.; 

Thursday, 2–4 p.m.; and the second Wednesday, 

from 2–4 p.m. and each volunteer shows up one 

hour before in order to stock shelves. 

          Lincoln/Logan is a full choice pantry, 

meaning that each person can pick out what they 

please as they would go around a typical grocery 

store. In April, it served 478 families consisting of 

1690 individuals. However, the pantry is in need of 

more volunteers for the second Wednesday 

afternoon and to help pick-up food at the grocery 

stores on Monday, Wednesday and Friday. They 

are also in need of preachers or lay persons to 

lead prayer before opening each day and a 

coordinator to schedule the preachers or lay 

people. Thank you for the support of the very 

generous churches and individuals of Lincoln and 

Logan County. 
 

 

 

Sympathy and Prayers: 
Jeff & Abigayle Hill at the passing of Jeff’s 

grandmother; Jeremy Brown and family at the 

passing of Mackenzy Brown; family and friends of 

Carole Hurley at her passing; Josh & Bethany Polley 

at the passing of Josh’s father, Bob Polley; and 

Vera Ramlow and family at the passing of Vera’s 

husband, Don Ramlow. 

 
 

Ways to Give 
See the giving page on the website: 

lincolnchristianchurch.org/give. 

Global Impact Highlight: 
Team Expansion 
 

A warm greeting to our friends at LCC! We are excited 

to catch up with you as we spend the summer at 

home. In Asia, we focus on multiplying healthy 

churches in our city (a little place with ten million 

people!) and helping other local churches engage 

unreached people groups in their own country. 

          Some highlights from past months include: a trip 

to an unreached village with three potential native 

missionaries, multiplying obedience-based discipleship 

groups in the city, and new believers leading in these 

groups with an influx of seekers. 

          Some things we’d appreciate prayer for: 

teammates with catalytic gifts (our one Team 

Expansion teammate is moving on this summer), 

wisdom in balancing our roles (we have busy day 

jobs), and local churches to adopt unreached people 

groups in their country. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          In the fall when we return to Asia, we are feeling 

nudged to focus on family-to-family ministry, having 

families in our home for meals and inviting them to 

read scripture together with us. 
 

Thank you for your faithful partnership these past 

years. We are so grateful to be on mission with you. 
 

S & K 

 

News for the Family! 
 

New Members by Baptism: 
Faith Dunham – 5/14/17 

Faith Brennan – 6/18/17 

Grace Brennan – 6/18/17 
 

Staff Transition: 
Our Financial Secretary, Lindy Manuel, has accepted 

a full-time position elsewhere beginning July 5; her 

final day with us will be June 30. The Elders would like 

to thank Lindy for her service!   
 

If you would be interested in applying for the part-time 

position of Financial Secretary, you can find more 

information at lincolnchristianchurch.org/welcome/

employment. 
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2017 H.O.T. Plates 

It’s that time again! The Harvest of Talents is ordering 

legal license plates issued by the Illinois Secretary of 

State for use from August 30 – October 28, 2017. The 

plates this year have a background of silver with 

yellow-green lettering featuring a quote from 

Matthew 25:35. Proceeds go to support the 34th 

Annual Harvest of Talents for World Hunger. Only 50 

sets will be made available. To reserve yours, stop 

by the Church Office with the following: 

     1. $25 cash or check payable to Harvest of     

         Talents; 

     2. Primary driver's license (to copy) and phone  

         number; 

     3. Legible copy of Illinois vehicle registration (to  

         copy), valid through October 2017 or beyond. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A sample plate will be available in the Harvest 

display case in the Family Room. If you have 

additional questions call Carolyn Neal at 

217.735.5708. 

REGISTRATION 
NOW OPEN 

lincolnchristianchurch.org/ministries/children 


