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Spring for Tea Tickets
Tickets for the Harvest of Talents
Spring Tea will be made available in
the Church Office beginning
February 1. Tickets are $25 with all
proceeds going to feed hungry and
hurting people around the world.

VALENTINE’S PRETZELS
Valentine Pretzel Rods are back and can be
purchased to help the LCC Preschool. They are a
great gift for those you love and appreciate!
These delicious chocolate covered pretzels won’t
last long, so make sure to stop by the table in the
Family Room. Pretzels will be for sale Sundays,
February 4 and 11. Thank you for helping our
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Ron Otto
Preaching Minister

Can Jesus Borrow Your Boat?
Nobody is on top of the world every day. We
all experience ups and downs. Sometimes the
world is sweet and sometimes it is sour. Sometimes
life moves along smoothly; we accomplish what
we set out to do and meet all our goals. And
sometimes, things get stuck and life comes to a
painful halt.
In Luke 5:1–11, we meet three discouraged
fishermen—not recreational fishermen, but workers
whose families went hungry if there was no catch.
They had fished all night and caught absolutely
nothing. Now it was morning and the men were
washing their nets to go home empty-handed.
Suddenly Jesus steps into Simon's boat,
"Put out into the deep water and let your
nets down for a catch."
Peter must had been thinking, “Really?”
Have you ever been there? You do your
best. You work hard. And the results are zero. An
important relationship goes sour and there is
nothing you can do. You watch a marriage
dissolve and you can't save it. A project you have
put a lot into just will not pan out. The harder you
try, the less you produce.
Suddenly, your inner voice tells you, “just give
up!” Happened to you? Of course! And the last
thing you want to hear when you are in this
position is someone saying, "try harder."
These fishermen were not stupid men. They
knew the lake, the ledges where the fish
congregated, the kind of weather you had to
have to bring in a good catch. They knew the
time to fish and where to fish and they had been
fishing at the right time and at the right place, yet
still came up empty.
"Try over there," Jesus says. "Over there in the
deep water; let your nets down for a catch over
there," as he points with his finger.
Peter replies, "We have done everything we
should have done, everything we were taught to
do by our fathers and there fathers before them.
We know our business here Jesus, and we have
caught nothing. . . . BUT . . . if you say so, we can
let down the nets, again."
You know the story from here. They threw the
nets out from Simon's boat and caught such a

great score of fish that the nets began to break.
Indeed they caught so many fish that the boats
began to sink. It was an amazing catch. A catch
made in deep water. A catch taken where there
should have been no catch to be had. A catch
taken at a time of day when everyone know the
fish don’t bite! It was a miracle catch!
“Put out into the deep waters and let down
your nets for a catch.” When I read those words I
can almost hear Jesus calling you and me, “Come
on, Ron, let’s dive a little deeper here.”
“But I tried that before!” I respond.
“Come on, let’s try it again,” Jesus says.
So I give Jesus control of my boat . . . my job . . .
my relationships . . . my finances! It’s not about
having the power or talent to do great things. It’s
about answering the question, ‘have I allowed
Jesus into my boat?’ He’s now the captain.
Sometimes we just need to head out into the
deep waters and let down our nets for no better
reason than Jesus has asked us to do so
So, when it comes to my work . . . ”Come on
board Jesus.” My relationships? . . . “Welcome
aboard.” My finances? . . . “Push off Jesus, here
we go!”
Our nets may still come up empty from time
to time, but that’s okay too, because I’m traveling
with Jesus. I can’t go it alone and I’m giving him
control of my vessel; venturing out with One more
qualified at the helm. Scary? Sometimes! Storms?
Occasionally. But there is always the potential for
a miracle catch!
Can Jesus borrow your boat today? Can you
say, “Come aboard Jesus . . . take over.” I wonder
what adventure he has in store for you?

Upcoming Jesus. Messages:
Feb 4
Feb 11
Feb 18
Feb 25

Jesus and the Widow’s Offering
Jesus Predicts the End
Jesus is Betrayed
Jesus’ Last Supper

Luke 21:1–4
Luke 21:5–38
Luke 22:1–6
Luke 22:7–38

As we continue on in our Jesus. series, be reading
and looking ahead at the above passages.

Men on Fire
Brandon Boyd
Minister of
Adult Discipleship

Adult Sunday School
These classes meet for study and friendships. You
can visit any class, any Sunday. A Sunday School
class is a great first step for those new to Lincoln
Christian Church or new to the Bible. Visit several
classes and join the one that fits you best.
Beacons (9:30 a.m.)
Senior Adults
Meets in Room 15
Current Topic: Standard Lesson Series

Join Tim Becke as he leads
a men’s study discussing
the key issues, needs, and
biblical solutions for men.
God is calling each man
to authentic Christian
manhood. Men on Fire meets each Wednesday at
6:30 p.m. in Room 300. Find more information at
menonfire.org.

Ladies Bible Study
The spring session of Ladies Bible Study will focus on
All Things New by Kelly Minter, a study of 2
Corinthians. Our Monday session begins January 29
at 6:30 p.m. and the Tuesday session begins
January 30 at 1:00 p.m. Cost is $15.

Crusaders (9:30 a.m.)
Empty-Nesters
Meets in Room 16
Current Topic: Various books and topics
The Open Door (9:30 a.m.)
School-Age Families
Meets in Room 305
Current Topic: The DNA of Joy
Friendship Corner (9:30 a.m.)
Senior Adults
Meets in Room 10
Current Topic: Self-Controlled, Upright, and
Godly Faith
Little Lambs (9:30 a.m.)
Mixed Ages
Meets in Room 300
Current Topic: New Testament: Romans
Encouragers (9:30 a.m.)
Empty-Nesters & Senior Adults
Meets in Family Room #1
Current Topic: New Testament: James
SonSeekers (9:30 a.m.)
Mixed Ages
Meets in Room 304
Current Topic: 1&2 Thessalonians
Navigators (9:30 a.m.)
Adults in their 20’s–30’s
Meets in Conference Room
Current Topic: Various books and topics

Wednesday Bible Study
Join Dr. Bob Monts for a six-week study,
starting January 10. This study will examine what
we can learn about living in the 21st century from
those living in the 1st century. The study will urge
you to keep your eye on our true home and not
our temporary home. It will focus on how to live as
one who doesn't fit. Study meets at 6:30 p.m. in
Family Room 1.

Ready for your Next Step?
Join our LifeStep 1: Discover Lincoln
Christian Church. Explore your faith
and the beliefs of Lincoln Christian
Church in a relaxed setting with Ron
Otto and Brandon Boyd. You’ll get to
ask any questions you have as well as
meet others who are exploring the
same journey. This class meets on Sunday, January
28 from 5:00-7:00 p.m. in Family Room 1. It’s free,
it’s casual, and we provide dinner (but not
childcare). Sign-up at the Welcome Center.

Adult Discipleship Website
For the latest information on the adult discipleship
ministry, check out the website—
lccdiscipleshipministry.wordpress.com.

SuperStart – 5th Graders Only!

Zach Ramsey
Student Minister

Hey 5th Graders, SuperStart is March 9–10 in
Bloomington, IL. $70 plus 2 meals. Non-Refundable
deposit of $35 due Sunday, January 28.

Believe – 6th–8th Grade
Hey 6th–8th Graders, Believe is April 7–8 in
Anderson, IN. $115 plus 3 meals. Non-Refundable
deposit of $55 due Sunday, February 25.

Student Ministry Website:
lccstudents.com
WELCOME
Students Parents

Text Updates!
For Jr. High, text Fuel to 40650. For
High School, text Gathering to 40650.

Spring Calendar
Head to lccstudents.com/events to see the
Student Ministry calendar.

Super Bowl Party – HS
Come watch the Big Game with us on our
MASSIVE screen at the Church
Building. GaGa Ball, yummy
food, video games, pingpong, 9 Square, and more!
February 4 from 5:00–9:30 p.m.
$10 per person at the door.

JH Bash
February 9 from 6:00–9:00 p.m. for 6th–8th graders.
$5 for food at the door, and tons of games! You
won’t want to miss it. As always, we have a few
surprises up our sleeves!

Presidents’ Day Dodgeball Tournament
February 19, we will have a 6 v 6 Dodgeball
Tournament in honor of our Presidents. Show up
with a team or without one. We will make teams
on the spot too. We also we serve lunch! $5 per
person at the door!
Jr. High @ 10:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
High School @ 12:00 – 2:00 p.m.

Move – Incoming 9th–12th Grade Grads
Hey High Schoolers, Move is July 9–14 in Wheaton,
IL. $360 plus 3 meals. Non-Refundable deposit of
$50 due Sunday, March 25.

8th Grade Scholarships for CIY Move
8th Grade Students who attend CIY Believe April 7
–8 can apply for a scholarship
for $115 for Move. That means
that what you pay for Believe
is taken off the cost for Move.
Watch for applications!

Mission Dominican Meeting
Our next Team Meeting will
be Monday, January 29, at
7:00 p.m. in Rooms 15/16.

IMPORTANT
Kroger Fundraising Info!
If you are interested in or already have
a Kroger Plus Card and would like to help
fund raise for LCC's General Youth Fund
by easily earning rebates on shopping
you'll already be doing, please see the
1/2 pink sheet at the Student Info Desk (corner of
Family Room)! If you enrolled your Kroger Plus Card
with LCC in 2017, we thank you for your earnings
totaling $691.12 in 2017! If you'd like to continue
(or start afresh in 2018) we need ALL willing
participants to (re)enroll for 2018; this is our friendly
annual reminder! Visit kroger.com/
communityrewards and either sign in with your
existing Kroger info, or start afresh by creating a new
account with Kroger! You'll need an email to complete
their instructions, and to start earning rewards in
2018 for LCC's General Youth Fund. Follow their
simple directions and you'll be set up ASAP! Select our
Lincoln Kroger and choose L.C.C. (N.P.O. #: 10095); you
can start earning within the following 10 business
days! Happy shopping and thank you for earning for
LCC's Youth!

VALENTINE’S PRETZELS
Marcia Wells
Children’s Minister

KIDS WORSHIP — February 2018
Off Road — Conflict
Conflict! Into all of our lives
there comes some conflict
at one time or another.
During the month of
February, during Kids
Worship, we will discover
that some pretty great
people in the Bible
encountered moments of
conflict as well. We will see
how they made an impact on
others when they chose to approach conflict with
appropriate responses. Make sure to join us as we
find out how we can respond when we encounter
conflict today. Our key verse for February is: “We
put our hope in the Lord. He is our help and our
shield” (Psalm 33:20). Moms and dads, below are
the texts we will be learning from each week.






Jesus Clears the Temple. John 2:13–17. We do
the right thing when other people disrespect
God.
Enemies Threaten Nehemiah. Nehemiah 4:1–9.
We pray when people are mean.
God Gives Joshua Courage. Joshua 1:1–9. We
ask God for strength and courage.
Esau Forgives Jacob. Genesis 32:9–12; 33:1–4.
We seek forgiveness with God’s help.

M.O.M.s Group is for moms of all ages. They meet
on Wednesday evenings 6:30–7:45 p.m. Childcare
provided for infants and toddlers; older kids can
attend Kids Club or Fuel. Join other moms as they
encourage one another and grow together!

Available two Sundays only,
February 4 and 11. Valentine
Pretzel Rods can be purchased
to help LCC Preschool. They are
a great gift for those you love
and appreciate! These delicious
chocolate covered pretzels
won’t last long, so make sure to
stop by the table in the Family
Room. They can be purchased
individually or in packages. On the 4th, you may
preorder for pick up on the 11th if you wish. Thank
you for helping our preschoolers!

Kids Club (3 y/o class–4th grade) is back in full
swing for second semester! Make sure to join us on
Wednesday nights 6:30–7:45 p.m. This semester we
will be focusing on several major Old Testament
books through the themes “Worship, Wisdom, and
the Prophets.”

Mondays in March (5, 12, 19, & 26)
3:30–5:00 p.m.
This class is for second, third and fourth graders
who have questions about, or are expressing
interest in, becoming a Christian. During the four
weeks kids will discover the problem of sin and
God’s plan of redemption. Kids will look at what
the Bible says about salvation and what it says
about becoming a disciple that lives every day
with Jesus as Lord of their life. Each child will
complete a notebook that will serve as a reminder
of their journey toward becoming a Christian. The
final class will include an activity with parents. Sign
up sheets for kids who would like to participate will
be posted in February at the Children’s Ministry
Check-In area.

Holy Week Opportunities to sing!
Laurin Hill
Worship Minister

TUA-Y-C-EBF coming March 10!
Mark your calendar—The Ultimate All-You-Can-Eat
Breakfast Fundraiser is March 10! All proceeds
benefit Good News and HeartSong as we raise
funds for our annual ministry tours.
The TUA-Y-C-EBF menu includes: pancakes,
scrambled eggs, bacon, sausage, biscuits, gravy,
and fried potatoes. Carry-out is available (but not
if you’ve already eaten-in). Get your tickets from
any Good News or HeartSong student or in the
Church Office from February 12 to March 4.
Each student has tour fees to participate in tour for
Good News or HeartSong. All proceeds from
tickets purchased from a student will go directly to
that student’s tour fee. Any tickets sold in the
Church Office or at the door will go to help
support additional tour expenses. Tell a friend or
two or ten or twenty, we will keep the pancakes
coming! Good News and HeartSong appreciate
your continued support of our ministry as we
prepare to take the Good News of Jesus on tour.
Good News is heading off in a big
Midwestern circle, June 5–12. Good News’ home
concert is Monday, June 4, at 7:00 p.m. HeartSong
will be on tour April 20–22. HeartSong’s home
concert is Sunday, April 22, at 4:00 p.m.

For those who sing . . . Easter is April 1. There are
two opportunities to lift your voice with us.
1. Sing with the Sanctuary Choir as we prepare
for The Service of Shadows—a very special
service during Holy Week on Thursday night,
March 29. The Service of Shadows is a journey
as Jesus meets with His disciples in the upper
room and on to the garden of Gethsemane to
prepare to go to the cross. It is a very special
heart-preparation service filled with moving
music and gripping media images. We will
begin the music for The Shadow of the Cross
on Wednesdays, beginning February 21, from
6:30–7:30 p.m. Questions? See/call/email/text/
Laurin.
2. Easter Worship Choir for our combined Easter
Sunday morning worship services at the LCU
Chapel—two services at 8:30 and 10:30 a.m.
There are a couple of rehearsals on Sunday
afternoons in March (18 and 25) from 3:00–4:00
p.m. to choose from—you only need to come
to one. Watch for more details.

Important Dates for Your Calendar!
— Sat, Mar 10 – GOOD NEWS’ The Ultimate All-YouCan-Eat-Breakfast Fundraiser; 6:30 a.m. - noon
— Thu, Mar 29 – Service of Shadows; 7:00 p.m.
— Sun, Apr 1 – Our Easter Sunday Services will be
at the LCU Chapel; 8:30 and 10:30 a.m.
— Apr 20-22 – HeartSong Choir Tour
HeartSong Home Concert, Sun, Apr 22; 4:00 p.m.
— Mon, May 7 – Kid’s Choirs Musical; 6:30 p.m.
— Mon, Jun 4 – GOOD NEWS Home Concert;
7:00 p.m.
— Jun 6-13 – GOOD NEWS Tour to northeastern US.

Global Impact Highlight:

Local Impact Highlight:

COPE—Children of Pokot Education Fund

Local Impact Update 2018

The Children of Pokot Educational Fund is
celebrating 20 years of serving
the Pokot people in Kenya,
Africa. The Mission was founded
solely to establish a nursery
school. That goal was reached,
and surpassed, with:
 An elementary school of over 600 pupils
 A no charge dispensary (i.e., clinic) that serves the
community
 Community Evangelism that includes the Jesus
Film in the Pokot language
 A weekly worship service that is taken out into the
community
 Bible Study
 Community prayer services
 Employment for 48 Pokot people
 The Bakery
 The Sewing House
 The COPE House—a home for 38 children
 The Good Samaritan Program that pays for the
poorest of the poor to come to the school
 Celebration of Christian Womanhood and
Celebration of Christian Manhood programs
The COPE mission has grown and expanded over the
years and made its mark as a place where people
can come for advice, guidance and love.
We thank our heavenly Father for His
abundance of grace and love, His Son Jesus and the
power and courage gained through the Holy Spirit.
And we thank each and every person who has
supported the COPE Mission with unending prayers
and generous gifts. For they were hungry, thirsty, sick
and well . . . we all know the rest.

COPE in Our Children’s Ministry . . .
Barb O’Donohue recently visited the LCC Children’s
Ministry on a Sunday morning and our kids were so
excited to learn more about the ministry of COPE. In
fact, they are now working alongside Barb to make
an IMPACT in Kenya! Our children are giving offerings
to buy school uniforms (which are required for school
attendance) for the students of Pokot in Kenya. So far,
our kids have given enough to purchase uniforms for
22 children. In addition, they have given enough to
purchase nine sweaters for the Pokot
children to wear in the cooler winter
months. COPE ministries is in need of
uniforms for 100 children so our kids are
25% of the way there! Barb will be
sending us pictures of the kids in their
new uniforms when she returns in
February. We look forward to sharing
those with you soon!

CHRISTMAS EVE OFFERING
Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!
The LOCAL IMPACT TEAM says ‘praise God’ for
your generosity. The total amount given rose just
above $7000 and has already been impacting the
lives of members in our community. We have
helped pay a utility bill for a hard working mother
and helped another get insurance on her car. The
extent of your meritorious generosity shows that
you really care about the people in our
community. This year even more people will be
able to see God's love reaching out to them
because of your gifts.

RENEW CONSIGNMENT AND THRIFT SHOP
No longer a not-for-profit organization
Renew is now a privately owned for-profit
organization. They still accept donations, but you
cannot claim a charitable deduction for your
donation on your tax return. Also your donations
will no longer benefit Lincoln Christian Church. We
wish the new owners success.

News for the Family!
New Members by Baptism:
Shirley Hacket – 12/20/17
Cara Roland – 1/1/18

New Members by Transfer:
Ben Roland – 1/7/18
Stan Anderson – 1/7/18
Melody Mileham – 1/7/18

Sympathy & Prayers:
John Guzzardo and family at the passing of his
wife, Frankie Guzzardo; Dawn McAllister and family
at the passing of her mother, Shirley Hackett; Lindy
Manuel and family at the passing of her uncle,
Kenneth ‘Lefty’ Liesman; Ashleigh Mauhar and
family at the passing of her grandmother, Elaine
Ray; Pat Sheley and Tim Gissler and families at the
passing of their father, Dave Gissler; Guzzardo
family at the passing of Frankie’s mother, Elva
Hallett; Ben & Vickie Spellman and family at the
passing of Vickie’s father, Gerald Hoskins; Shaun &
Sophia Werth, family and friends, at the passing of
their son, Tyler Werth.
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