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Spring for Tea Tickets
Tickets for the Harvest of Talents Spring Tea are available in the Church Office until
April 6. Tickets are $25 with all proceeds going to feed hungry and hurting people
around the world.
Church Office 217.732.7618 I Fax 217.732.5683 I lcchurch@lincolnchristianchurch.org
Website www.lincolnchristianchurch.org

Ron Otto
Preaching Minister

Help is on the Way!
I heard of a stressed housewife answering her
phone and relieved to hear: “How are you darling?”
“Oh, Mother,” said the housewife, breaking into
bitter tears, “I’ve had such a bad day. The baby
won’t eat, the washing machine broke down, I
haven’t had a chance to go shopping, and
besides, I’ve just sprained my ankle and I have to
hobble around. On top of that, the house is a mess
and I’m supposed to have two couples to dinner
tonight.”
The mother was full of sympathy. “Oh darling,”
she said, “sit down, relax. I’ll be over in half an hour.
I’ll do your shopping, clean the house, and cook
your dinner. I’ll feed the baby and I’ll call a
repairman to fix the washing machine. Now stop
crying. I’ll take care of everything. In fact, I’ll even
call George at the office and tell him to come
home and help.”
“George? Who’s George?” the other woman
asked.
“George! Your husband,” the mother
responded. . . . Oh, I’m sorry. I guess I have the
wrong number.” There was a pause. Then the
woman asked, “Does this mean you’re not coming
over?”
How many times in your day would you love
to hear words of encouragement? “Help is on the
way!” “Just hang in there a little longer!” or “Help is
coming!” If you’re like me, probably several times a
day! I pray and I wait. I know God hears me, but it
would be nice to know he’s on his way. Right?
Pinocchio was a created wooden marionette
who dreamed of becoming a real boy. He is one of
Disney’s loveable characters. However, the real
story of Pinocchio is a story of selfishness, selfindulgence, and disgrace. Pinocchio was a rascal.
Disney did a huge rewrite with it in order to make
the story more inviting.
It’s originally a story of a boy who didn’t
want his father anymore so he runs away. He runs to
a carnival where it’s all about freedom and
pleasure and doing whatever you want to do.
There, boys become animals. Boys become
donkeys. In fact, boys separated from their father
always make donkeys of themselves if you know

what I mean. When Pinocchio realizes what
happened to him, all he wanted was his father
back. The good news for Pinocchio is that his
father was already looking for him.
In the movie Finding Nemo, it’s also the
father who crosses the widest ocean to come
looking for his lost son. This storyline seems to sell
well. A runaway or lost child; a father desperately
seeking; a reunion. Pinocchio! Nemo! Me!
God has always been like this. In the early
chapters of Exodus, while standing in front of the
burning bush, God told Moses that he had come
down to rescue his people from the hands of the
Egyptians (Exodus 3:8).
Ezekiel told the people God would rescue
them as a true shepherd rescues his flock from the
wild beast. He told them God would also care for
their wounds, feed their hunger, shelter them from
the storm, and renew the sick (Ezekiel 34:11–31).
We’re also told that Jesus will rescue us from
our sins, from our enemies, from death (Galatians
1:4; Romans 7:24–25). Paul told Timothy, “The Lord
will deliver me from every evil deed, and will bring
me safely to His heavenly kingdom; to Him be the
glory forever and ever. Amen (II Timothy 4:18).
The next time you feel overwhelmed by all the
stresses and troubles of this world, stop! Close your
eyes for a minute! (I know this may sound overly
trite but just do it). Take a deep breath! Relax. And
then ask God to rescue you. Tell him all about your
struggle and request a rescue. Regardless of how
corny it may sound, many people experience
relief after such an exercise. Maybe, it helps to
remind us to rely on our rescuing Father. He will
rescue his people! He will rescue me. Help is on the
way! Hang in there!

Current Sermon Series:

Mar 3
Mar 10
Mar 17
Mar 24
Mar 31

No One Comes Except through Me
Do Not Judge
Turn the Other Cheek
Go and Make Disciples
You Make Me Want to Vomit

Brandon Boyd
Minister of
Adult Discipleship

Thanks To All Who Serve!
Special thanks to all who stepped forward during
our serving emphasis to join a ministry team. We
know that God uses our service to impact the
world for Christ and to help us become more like
Jesus. For more information on how you can make
can impact, navigate to
www.lincolnchristianchurch.org/impact.

Current Wednesday Study
Join Dr. Brian Messner for a study on “What Was
Life Like in New Testament Times.” This class will
explore what daily life was like for members of the
early Church. Our time together will include topics
like life and death, life on the farm and in the city,
marriage and family, and the issue of slavery.
Knowing more about how people lived 2,000 years
ago will help you better understand the Bible. This
study meets February 27 and March 13 in Family
Room 1. No registration necessary.

Upcoming Wednesday Study
Join Tracy Thomas a fourweek study on “A Hero’s
Invitation.” This class will
focus on God’s work in and
through four persons from
the Bible. Abraham: A
Invitation to Faithfulness.
Gideon: An Invitation to
Confidence. Peter & John:
An Invitation to Courage. Paul: An Invitation to
Joy. This study begins on March 20 at 6:30 p.m. in
Family Room 1. No registration necessary.

More Information Online
For Information on Groups, Classes, and Studies,
you can find more information at:
www.lincolnchristianchurch.org/connect.
For Information on Serving in a Ministry Team, you
can find more information:
www.lincolnchristianchurch.org/impact.

Four:19 Discipleship
As Christians, it is important for us to remember that
Jesus wants to change us on three levels: the
Head Level (“come and follow me,”) the Heart
Level, (“and I will make you,”) and the Hands Level
(“fishers of men”). As 2019 gets rolling through
winter and into spring, take time to evaluate your
growth in these three areas.

Men on Fire
Study
Join with other men
as they study ways
to apply the
powerful truths of
the Bible to daily
life. Join Tim Becke
and Todd Henry as
they tag team teach from a book written by New
York Times best-selling author and worldwide
speaker, Stephen Mansfield, and his book,
Manfield’s Book of Manly Men, An Utterly
Invigorating Guide To Being Your Most Masculine
Self. Buying the book is encouraged, but not
mandatory. This entire study is FREE; additional
materials will be available for each of this 8-week
study, also at no cost. This will be a lifetime game
changer for every man. So attend just 1 or all 8
sessions and bring another guy and join! Men on
Fire meets Wednesdays, from 6:30–7:45 p.m. in
Room 300.

Zach Ramsey
Student Minister

Current 8th–12th Grade Students
Hey 8th–12th Graders, Move is July 8–13 in
Wheaton, IL. $370 plus 3 meals. Non-Refundable
deposit of $50 due Sunday, March 3.
8th Grade Scholarships for CIY Move
8th Grade students who attend CIY Believe April 6–
7 can apply for a scholarship for $110 for Move.
That means what you pay for Believe is taken off
the total cost Move. How sweet is that?!

Student Ministry Website:
lccstudents.com
WELCOME
Students Parents

Spring Calendar
Head to lccstudents.com/events to see the
Student Ministry Calendar. We have hard copies
available at the Student Info Desk.

Important Info About Our Texts!
For Jr. High, text
jhfuel to 97000
For High School, text
thegathering to 97000
You will receive text messages from Lincoln Christian Church.
No purchase necessary. Message & data rates may apply.
Messages frequency varies. Reply STOP to stop, HELP for help.
Terms: http://97000.co/t. Privacy policy: http://97000.co/p.

Post – High School
We will have Post after the Gathering. Post is a
great time of hanging out, eating snacks, and
playing games together.
March 3 – Seniors bring snacks
March 17 – Juniors bring snacks
March 31 – Sophomores bring snacks

Camp Scholarships Available!
We have 16 scholarships available for
Jr. High and High School students to
help them attend camp at Little
Galilee. Applications can be
picked up at the Student Info Desk
and are due May 5. If you would like to use
Family Fundraising Account funds for camp,
contact jenni.godfrey@lincolnchristianchurch.org
by May 5.

Church! Help the Student Ministry buying
Sorrento’s, Walmart and Cracker Barrel
Gift Cards!
You can buy gift cards at the Student Info Desk in
the Family Room to help pay the fees for students
take part in discipleship events. You purchase the
value of the gift card and a percentage of that
money goes to the Youth Fund to help students
who need financial aid!

Free Money!!!
LCC families! Family Fundraising Accounts help
you raise funds through physical gift cards/
certificates or online e-gifts cards that earn rebate
percentages for students and families to use for
trips! For more info about how to register and
order, please see Jenni at the Student Info Desk on
Sundays, call the Church Office at 217.732.7618, or
email Jenni (see above email).

Marcia Wells
Children’s Minister

Becoming a Christian Class
2nd-4th Graders

KIDS WORSHIP — March 2019
During the month of March, kids
will be discovering how the
Holy Spirit worked in the past
and works in us today! If you
would like to encourage and
review this study with your
child, the weekly topics are
listed below (the weekly point
is listed in italics). During this
month we will focus on a key verse
from Romans 8:10; “The Spirit gives you life.”






The Holy Spirit Comes at Pentecost. Acts 2:1–
12; The Holy Spirit is God at work in us.
Peter and the Apostles Get Out of Jail. Acts
5:17–42; The Holy Spirit helps us follow Jesus.
Philip Ministers to the Ethiopian Eunuch. Acts
8:26–40. We rely on the Holy Spirit for help.
Paul Teaches About the Fruit of Spirit.
Galatians 5:22–23; The Holy Spirit helps us be
like Jesus.
Seven Men Are Chosen to Serve. Acts 6:1–7;
God gives us gifts to serve others.

KIDS CLUB—Super Heroes!
Wednesdays
6:30-7:45
p.m.

Monday’s 3:30-5:00 p.m.
March 18, March 25, April 1, April 8
Sign up @ Children’s Ministry Check In Desk
If your child has questions about what it means to
be a Christian, follow Jesus and be baptized, this
class is designed to explore those questions and
more. It meets four consecutive Mondays after
school.
Becoming a Christian is a preparatory class. Some
children may make the decision soon and others
may wait for quite a while. The class is designed to
help kids understand more about this most
important decision.

June 23–27, 2019
VACATION
BIBLE
SCHOOL

Mark your calendar now for the wildest adventure
of the summer! You won’t want to miss one minute
of VBS, as we discover amazing, real-life
encounters with Jesus! Watch the bulletin and
Welcome Center for volunteer and supply sign-ups
coming soon!

Walk with Jesus
ASHLEY ERB
Missionary to Dominican
Please continue to encourage
your child to support Miss Ashley
as she serves in the Dominican
Republic! We are so excited to
partner with her as she works
there! Kids letters are even being
collected to send to her. We are
hoping to receive those soon and put them in the
mail! Kids can place letters in the red envelope
located on the Kids Ministry Mission Wall.

Monday, April 15, 2019
6:00–8:15 p.m.
This interactive experience
is designed for families to
walk through the events of
Jesus’ life leading up to the
Resurrection. Please invite
all of your friends! We are hoping that many in our
community will join us for this special Easter Event!
Check the Welcome Center or website for
information to volunteer or to sign up to attend
Walk with Jesus.
Visit:
www.lincolnchristianchurch.org/walkwithjesus

Holy Week Opportunities to sing!
Laurin Hill
Worship Minister

TUA-Y-C-EBF coming March 9
Mark your calendar—The Ultimate All-You-Can-Eat
Breakfast Fundraiser is Saturday, March 9! All
proceeds benefit Good News and HeartSong as
we raise funds for our annual ministry tours.
The TUA-Y-C-EBF menu includes: pancakes,
scrambled eggs, bacon, sausage, biscuits, gravy,
and fried potatoes. Carry-out is available (but not
if you have eaten-in). Get your tickets from any
Good News or HeartSong student or in the Church
Office from February 10 to March 3.
Each student has tour fees to participate in
tour for Good News or HeartSong. All proceeds
from tickets purchased from a student will go
directly to that student’s tour fee. Any tickets sold
in the Church Office or at the door will go to help
support additional tour expenses. Tell a friend or
two or ten or twenty! Good News and HeartSong
appreciate your continued support of our ministry
as we prepare to take the Good News of Jesus on
tour.
Good News is heading off on tour—first west
to Utah, then north to Montana and North Dakota,
June 3–11. Good News’ home concert is Sunday,
June 2 at 7:00 p.m. HeartSong will be on tour April
26–28. HeartSong’s home concert is Sunday, April
28 at 4:00 p.m.

For those who sing . . . Easter is April 21. There are
two opportunities to lift your voice with us.
1. Sing with the Sanctuary Choir as we prepare
for The Service of Shadows—a very special
service during Holy Week on Thursday night,
April 18. The Service of Shadows is a journey as
Jesus meets with His disciples in the upper room
and on to the garden of Gethsemane to
prepare to go to the cross. It is a very special
heart-preparation service filled with moving
music and gripping video images. We will
begin the music for The Shadow of the Cross
on Wednesdays beginning March 6 from 6:30–
7:30 p.m. Questions? See/call/email/text
laurin.hill@lincolnchristianchurch.org.
2. Sing with the Easter Worship Choir for our
combined Easter Sunday morning worship
services at the LCU Chapel—two services at
8:30 and 10:30 a.m. See/call/email/text Laurin
to be involved.

Important Dates for Your Calendar!








Sat, Mar 9 | GOOD NEWS’ The Ultimate All-YouCan-Eat-Breakfast Fundraiser; 6:00 a.m. – 1:00
p.m.
Thu, Apr 18 | Service of Shadows; 7:00 p.m.
Sun, Apr 21 | Our Easter Sunday Services will be
at the LCU Chapel; 8:30 and 10:30 a.m.
Apr 26–28 | HeartSong Choir Tour with
HeartSong Home Concert, Sun, April 28; 4:00
p.m.
Mon, May 6 | Kid’s Choirs Musical; 6:30 p.m.
Sun, Jun 2 | GOOD NEWS Home Concert; 7:00
p.m.
Jun 3–11 | GOOD NEWS Tour west to Utah,
then north to Montana, and North Dakota.

Global Impact Highlight:

Local Impact Highlight:

David and Sharon Filbeck: Lanna Theological
Center, Chiang Mai, Thailand

Christian Campus Foundation

What a joy it was to have David &
Sharon here at LCC in November
to lead us in praying for the
persecuted church. They and
their sister Carmen travel back
and forth between Thailand and
the US to help care for David’s parents whom LCC has
supported for many years until they were forced to
retire due to health issues. All three are involved in the
daily operations of the Lanna Theological Center.
It has been interesting to learn from the Filbecks
how young Thai students are not so different from U.S.
students. In fact, Thanida’s testimony, a recent
graduate of LTC, give us a picture of the similarities.
She was reared in a Christian mountain village and
boarded at a Christian high school. After graduation,
her parents wanted her to attend a Christian college,
but Thanida was not all that interested. However,
because a missionary at her high school offered to
pay her expenses, she tagged along with a friend to
LTC. Once there, she became part of a Christian
community that encouraged her
spiritual growth and commitment
to God.
After graduation, she wanted to do an
internship at a youth organization in Chiang Mai, but
her sponsor arranged a position for her at a youth
home in a mountain village. Though unhappy,
Thanida moved to the village in obedience
understanding the sponsor’s request as God’s calling.
The next year was spent in Australia at a youth
camp where her English skills greatly improved. Still
following God’s journey for her life, she returned to
Chiang Mai and was finally able to serve with the
youth organization that had first captured her spirit.
Now she works in a bilingual preschool acting as a
liaison with working families, hoping to share the
gospel with them. Most of the families in Thailand are
Buddhists.
Thanida is one of many LTC graduates God is
preparing to serve in a variety of ways with churches,
youth organizations, and camps all around the world.
Pray for her and the other students at LTC.

Christian Campus Foundation is a campus ministry
that serves students at the University of Illinois at
Champaign-Urbana. The campus ministry helps
students connect with one another through weekly
worship services, life groups, discipleship/
coaching, retreats, mission trips and conferences.
The ministry helps students grow in their faith and
make life-long Christian
friends. The students are
provided encouragement to
discover their gifts, passions,
and strengths, so that they
can make a difference in
the world.
The English Corner, another ministry offered
at the Christian Campus Foundation, is a weekly
conversation group where non-native English
speakers/students can develop their speech skills,
meet new friends, and take part in fun
events. English Corner offers weekly community
meetings, field trips, one on one conversation
opportunities, Bible study, job search classes, love
and care. On the campus of the University of Illinois
Champaign, English Corner reaches over 200
international students through weekly events. The
ministry reaches out to friends from all faiths,
Muslim, Buddhists, Atheists and believers of Christ
helping to promote positive dialogue.
If you want to know more about the Christian
Campus Foundation and the ministries they
provide please refer to the following websites:
www.illinoisaxiom.com
www.englishcornerUI.com

NEWS FOR THE FAMILY!
New Members by Baptism:
Lewis Wurth – 2/6/19
Crystal Wurth – 2/6/19
Aden Wurth – 2/6/19
Brenden Wurth – 2/6/19
Madisen Wurth – 2/6/19

New Members by Transfer:
David White – 2/3/19
Carrie Yana – 2/3/19
Larry Renfro – 2/17/19
Mandy Renfro – 2/17/19

Sympathy & Prayers
Julie Danosky and family at the passing of Julie’s
sister, Debbie Danosky.
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April 15, 2019 | 6:00–8:15 p.m.
www.lincolnchristianchurch.org/walkwithjesus

for the 2019-20 year BEGNINNING MARCH 1
3-Day Preschool
M, W, F | 8:30–11:00 AM
4-Day Preschool
M-Thurs | 1:00–3:30 PM
Applications available at Church Office and online:
lincolnchristianchurch.org/ministries/children

