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Against All Odds 
 

          All the ‘odds makers’ agree that a man by 

the name of Lee Caps should be dead. Lee Caps 

took off riding passenger in a small plane with a 

friend. To be clear, Lee didn’t know how to fly. 

When they got up to cruising altitude, his friend, 

who was piloting the plane had a heart attack 

and died. Lee pried him off the controls, grabbed 

a microphone and cried out for help. An air traffic 

controller in Renton, WA heard his cry and said, 

“This is your lucky day. I’m not only an air traffic 

controller; I’m also a licensed pilot and a flight 

instructor. Would you be interested in a flying 

lesson?” Lee said, “I’d love a flying lesson!” 

          So, the air traffic controller started to give 

him some basic flying maneuvers and a few 

instructions on how to fly the plane. Then he said, 

“Lee, you’re going to have to take a shot at a 

landing (the most difficult beginner’s task) . . . it’s 

your only hope. You have to give this thing a try.” 

          So he talked him through the descent and 

talked him into pointing the plane toward the 

runway. It was not a graceful approach. He came 

in like a drunken duck—all over the place and he 

hit the runway pretty hard. But miraculously, Lee 

Caps walked away with only minor injuries. Lee 

Caps walked away from the plane because he 

was wise enough to accept the offer of help from 

someone he couldn’t see or had really known 

before that day began. 

          Afterward, the press asked the air traffic 

controller, “Just between us, did you really think 

you could talk that guy down and that he would 

walk away?” The man said, “I knew all the odds 

were against him and that this was a long shot . . . 

but I like long shots.” 

          I don’t know if you’ve thought about it much 

but there are people who, by profession, are 

‘odds makers;’ sometimes called statisticians. 

These are people who figure out life insurance 

tables, sporting events, casino games and stocks, 

and sort out the long shots from the sure things.  

There are people who can mathematically assure 

you that your car is 30% more likely to be stolen if 

it’s a Corvette than if it’s a mini van. If you’re still 

driving a Pontiac Aztec these days, the odds say 

it’s impossible to be stolen! 

Ron Otto 

Preaching Minister 

          These odds makers can tell you that you’re 

10 times more likely to get hurt riding a bicycle 

than riding in a car. And the odds are twice as 

good for you to be struck by lighting—three times 

in the same location—as it is for you to win the 

Mega Millions lottery. 

          These people make their living by figuring 

out odds like these. Usually, they’re pretty 

accurate. But the odds makers were wrong about 

Jesus. They were just wrong about whether he 

could stay dead.  

          Oh, it was a long shot. Call it a billion to one 

shot. Never been done like that before type of 

shot. But he did come back to life. There is an 

empty tomb in Israel that still bears witness to that 

historical reality. There were 500 eye witnesses that 

said it was a fact. It happened against all the 

odds. 

          We celebrate this odd-busting event as 

Easter. The resurrection of Jesus is very powerful 

and still has the ability to change lives in dramatic 

ways. To this day, millions of people, from all over 

the world, experience an awakening and a 

transformation when they decide to believe and 

trust the biblical story. And this just baffles the 

skeptics who think this thing should have gone 

away centuries ago. But it’s not going away. In 

fact, it’s gaining strength all over the world.  

          If I’m going to impersonate that brave air 

traffic controller then I have to tell you what was 

said to Lee Caps, ‘You’re going to have to give 

this landing a try.’ This Easter could be the “wow” 

you’ve been needing in your life. But you’re going 

to have to give this Jesus thing a try. Even good 

Christian people need to be reminded that Easter 

still has power and we can be wowed by the 

experience of Jesus. 

 

 

Upcoming Jesus. Messages: 
 

Mar 4 Jesus Arrested   Luke 22:39–53 

Mar 11 Jesus is Denied by Peter  Luke 22:54–62 

Mar 18 Jesus’ Trial    

Mar 25 Jesus’ Death and Burial  Luke 23:26–56 
 

As we continue on in our Jesus. series, be reading 

and looking ahead at the above passages. 

Luke 22:66–23:25 



 

Interested in Membership? 

Ready for your Next Step? 
Join our LifeStep 1: Discover Lincoln 

Christian Church. Explore your faith 

and the beliefs of Lincoln Christian 

Church in a relaxed setting with Ron Otto and 

Brandon Boyd. You’ll get to ask any questions you 

have as well as meet others who are exploring the 

same journey.  This class meets on Sunday, April 15 

from 5:00-7:00 p.m. in Family Room 1. It’s free, it’s 

casual, and we provide dinner (but not childcare). 

Sign-up at the Welcome Center. 

 

 

NEW Wednesday Study 
Join Dr. Brian Messner for a six-week series starting 

Wednesday, February 21. He will be helping us 

understand the background to several ancient 

civilizations mentioned in the pages of the Old 

Testament. This class will be informative, full of 

humor, and an opportunity to meet new people 

while learning about God’s word. No registration 

necessary and you can join the study any time. 

Class meets at 6:30 p.m. in Family Room 1.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brandon Boyd 

Minister of  

Adult Discipleship 

New Study: Habits of Strong Families 
Starting Sunday, February 25, Adult Discipleship 

Minister Brandon Boyd will be leading a study on 

the Habits of Strong Families. This class will talk 

about all kinds of family relationships: spouse, 

children, siblings, and extended families. If you are 

looking to improve relationships, join this free, 

seven-week class. You can join the study any 

time. This study meets at 9:30 a.m. in Room 305 

and his hosted by the Open Door Sunday School 

Class.  

 

 

 

 

Four:19 Discipleship 
As Christians, it is important for us to remember that 

Jesus  wants to change us on three levels: The 

Head Level (“come and follow me,”) the Heart 

Level, (“and I will make you,”) and the Hands Level 

(“fishers of men”).  As 2018 gets rolling through 

winter and into spring, take time to evaluate your 

growth in these three areas. 

 

Adult Discipleship Website 
For the latest information on the adult discipleship 

ministry, check out the website—There is 

information on classes, studies, LifeGroups, studies 

for men, women, and couples. 

lccdiscipleshipministry.wordpress.com. 



Zach Ramsey 

Student Minister 

 

Student Ministry Website: 
lccstudents.com 

 

 

 

Text Updates! 
For Jr. High, text Fuel to 40650. For 

High School, text Gathering to 40650.  

 

Spring Calendar 
Head to lccstudents.com/events to see the 

Student Ministry calendar. 

 

Post – High School 
We will have Post after The Gathering Sunday, 

March 4 & 18, from 8:00–9:00 p.m. Post is a chance 

to kick back and have some fun. We will play 

some games and chillax. 

March 4 Juniors bring snacks 

March 18 Sophomores bring snacks 

 

 

Believe – 6th–8th Grade 
Hey 6th–8th Graders, Believe is April 7–8 in 

Anderson, IN. $115 plus 3 meals. Non-Refundable 

deposit of $55 due at sign up. 

 

 
Move  – Incoming 9th–12th Grade Grads 
Hey High Schoolers, Move is July 9–14 in Wheaton, 

IL. $360 plus 3 meals. We will have a fundraiser in 

April to help you raise funds for your trip. Be sure to 

grab a packet for more info at the Student Info 

Desk. Non-Refundable deposit of $50 due Sunday, 

March 25. 

 

8th Grade Scholarships for CIY Move 
8th Grade Students who 

attend CIY Believe April 7–8 

can apply for a scholarship for 

$115 for Move. That means 

that what you pay for Believe 

is taken off the cost for Move. 

How sweet is that? Watch for applications! 

 

Mission Dominican Meeting 
Our next Team Meeting will 

be Monday, March 19, at 

7:00 p.m. in Rooms 15/16.  

 

Camp Scholarships Available! 
We have 16 scholarships 

available for Jr. High and High 

School students to help them 

attend camp at Little Galilee. 

Applications can be picked 

up at the Student Info Desk 

and are due May 6. If you would like to use Family 

Fundraising Account funds for camp, contact 

Jenni by May 6.  

 

Upcoming Culver’s Nights 
LCC’s Student Ministry is raising 

funds for this summer’s Mission 

Dominican Trip with G.O. Ministries. 

Come eat at Culver’s on the following dates and 

a portion of all proceeds will go towards LCC. 

Tuesday, Mar. 13, 2018 | 5:00–8:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, Apr. 10, 2018  | 5:00–8:00 p.m.  

 

 

IMPORTANT 
Kroger Fundraising Info! 

 

If you are interested in or already have 
a Kroger Plus Card and would like to help 
fund raise for LCC's General Youth Fund 
by easily earning rebates on shopping 
you'll already be doing, please see the 1/2 pink sheet 
at the Student Info Desk (corner of Family Room)! If 
you enrolled your Kroger Plus Card with LCC in 2017, 
we thank you for your earnings totaling $691.12 in 
2017! If you'd like to continue (or start afresh in 
2018) we need ALL willing participants to (re)enroll 
for 2018; this is our friendly annual reminder! 
Visit kroger.com/communityrewards and either sign in 
with your existing Kroger info, or start afresh by 
creating a new account with Kroger! You'll need an 
email to complete their instructions, and to start 
earning rewards in 2018 for LCC's General Youth Fund. 
Follow their simple directions and you'll be set up 
ASAP! Select our Lincoln Kroger and choose L.C.C. 
(N.P.O. #: 10095); you can start earning within the 
following 10 business days! Happy shopping and thank 
you for earning for LCC's Youth! 

 

 

WELCOME  
Students   Parents 

http://www.kroger.com/communityrewards


 

KIDS WORSHIP — March 2018 
Friendship Ride —  Jesus & Friends 
Friendships are important to 

us! You’ve probably heard 

this verse from Proverbs 

17:17, “A friend loves at all 

times.” Sometimes  it can 

be a pretty tough verse 

to live out! As we try to 

live for Jesus “Inside out”  

we will discover how Jesus 

loved those close to Him, 

how He loves us and how we 

can love others. We will find out how we can live 

out our key verse, John 15:14, “There is no greater 

love than to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.” 

Moms and dads if you would like to talk with your 

kids about our study, the topics are listed below. 

  

 Jesus Eats With His Friends. Matthew 26:20–29. 

We’re loyal friends.  

 Jesus Prays With His Friends. Mark 14:32–40. We 

support our friends. 

 Jesus Dies for His Friends. Luke 23:44–49; 24:1–9. 

We believe Jesus loves us.  

 Jesus Appears to His Friends. John 20:11–29. We 

believe Jesus is alive. 

 Jesus Empowers His Friends. Acts 1:3–11. We tell 

others about Jesus. 
 

1/168  
Maybe you’ve seen our CM 

Team in these T’s! The back 

says “One is not enough!” It’s 

a reminder that kid’s spiritual 

formation takes more than 

one out of the168 hours in a 

week. Shaping young hearts 

takes parents, grandparents, 

church family, all of us 

nurturing our kids as they learn 

and grow in their relationship 

with Jesus . . . all of the time! Join us in making a 

difference in a kids life forever! If you would like to 

know more about being a part of the CM Team, 

contact Marcia, or mark your interest on the 

attendance sheet Sunday mornings. 

Marcia Wells 

Children’s Minister Thank you to everyone who supported our recent 

Preschool Pretzel Fundraiser. Because of your 

generosity, we will be able to purchase much 

needed supplies and equipment. Special thanks 

to Joe & Melanie Schaler, Samantha Danosky, 

Cheryl Baker and Chad McFadden for making 

made over 2,000 for this special event!   

          It is great to walk through the halls in the 

middle of the week and hear our preschoolers 

saying their ABC’s and counting, but the best part 

is hearing them recite John 3:16 and talk about 

people they are learning about in the Bible. Your 

purchases help make it possible for LCC to 

continue offering quality Christian preschool to our 

community!   

          March 1, we will begin accepting 

registrations for the 2018–2019 school year. If you or 

someone you know is considering preschool, 

please register early to make sure we save a spot. 
 

VACACTION BIBLE SCHOOL 
June 10 | Kickoff Registration Party 

June 18–21 | Vacation Bible School 6:30–8:30 p.m. 

The Olympics may be over but grab your gear, its 

time for “GAME ON” VBS. Grab your megaphones! 

Lace up your cleats! The big 

game is on the way! This 

year’s VBS dates are a 

little different, so mark 

your calendars now! Our 

Kickoff/Registration Party 

will be held the week before 

VBS. This will give us extra time to invite all of our 

friends to join us for the big game! You won’t want 

to miss one bit of the training! We will find out what 

it means to be on God’s team as we train hard 

and cheer each other on!   

          Adults, be watching the bulletin and pre-

service slides for opportunities to sign up to serve, 

donate supplies or snacks, and to register kids!   

We will be needing things to decorate with. So 

clean out those closets and the garage. We need 

things pertaining to sports/games. Basketball, 

baseball, soccer, hockey, skiing, curling, tennis, 

etc. Use your imagination, bring your stuff and we 

will put it to good use! 



Laurin Hill 

Worship Minister 

TUA-Y-C-EBF coming March 10! 
Mark your calendar—The Ultimate All-You-Can-Eat 

Breakfast Fundraiser is March 10! All proceeds 

benefit Good News and HeartSong as we raise 

funds for our annual ministry tours.  

          The TUA-Y-C-EBF menu includes: pancakes, 

scrambled eggs, bacon, sausage, biscuits, gravy, 

and fried potatoes. Carry-out is available (but not 

if you’ve already eaten-in). Get your tickets from 

any Good News or HeartSong student until March 

4. Tickets are also available at the Church Office 

or at the door. 

Each student has tour fees to participate in tour for 

Good News or HeartSong. All proceeds from 

tickets purchased from a student will go directly to 

that student’s tour fee. Any tickets sold in the 

Church Office or at the door will go to help 

support additional tour expenses. Tell a friend or 

two or ten or twenty, we will keep the pancakes 

coming! Good News and HeartSong appreciate 

your continued support of our ministry as we 

prepare to take the Good News of Jesus on tour. 

          Good News is heading off in a big 

Midwestern circle, June 5–12. Good News’ home 

concert is Monday, June 4, at 7:00 p.m. HeartSong 

will be on tour April 20–22. HeartSong’s home 

concert is Sunday, April 22, at 4:00 p.m.  

Holy Week Opportunities to sing! 
For those who sing . . . Easter is April 1. There are 

two opportunities to lift your voice with us. 

1. Sing with the Sanctuary Choir as we prepare 

for The Service of Shadows—a very special 

service during Holy Week on Thursday night, 

March 29. The Service of Shadows is a journey 

as Jesus meets with His disciples in the upper 

room and on to the garden of Gethsemane to 

prepare to go to the cross. It is a very special 

heart-preparation service filled with moving 

music and gripping media images. We will 

begin the music for The Shadow of the Cross 

on Wednesdays, beginning February 21, from 

6:30–7:30 p.m. Questions? See/call/email/text/

Laurin. 

2. Easter Worship Choir for our combined Easter 

Sunday morning worship services at the LCU 

Chapel—two services at 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. 

There are a couple of rehearsals on Sunday 

afternoons in March (18 and 25) from 3:00–4:00 

p.m. to choose from—you only need to come 

to one. Watch for more details.  

 

Important Dates for Your Calendar! 
—  Sat, Mar 10 – GOOD NEWS’ The Ultimate All-You- 

Can-Eat-Breakfast Fundraiser; 6:30 a.m. - noon 

—  Thu, Mar 29 – Service of Shadows; 7:00 p.m. 

—  Sun, Apr 1 – Our Easter Sunday Services will be 

at the LCU Chapel; 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. 

—  Apr 20-22 – HeartSong Choir Tour 

HeartSong Home Concert, Sun, Apr 22; 4:00 p.m. 

—  Mon, May 7 – Kid’s Choirs Musical; 6:30 p.m. 

—  Mon, Jun 4 – GOOD NEWS Home Concert; 

7:00 p.m. 

—  Jun 5-12 – GOOD NEWS Tour to Midwestern US. 



Local Impact Highlight: 
Hospitality and LILIA 
 

LOCAL  IMPACT’s 

Hospitality Ministry 
 

Local Impact has added a Hospitality Ministry 

which will be led by Maria Houpt. The purpose of 

this ministry is to provide meals to people in our 

church in a variety of circumstances such as 

surgeries, births, hospitalization, etc. If you know 

someone with such a need or would be willing to 

prepare a meal on occasion, please contact 

Maria. 

MARIA HOUPT 

217.737.6705 

 

L  I  L  I  A 

Local Impact Love In Action 
 

If you need help with a variety of tasks at your 

home that you are not able to do or cannot afford 

to hire help, LILIA will help. A few examples of 

things we are able to help with are:  wash 

windows, clean yards, trim bushes, clean gutters, 

change light bulbs, change furnace filters, 

replace batteries, etc. WE DO NOT OFFER 

TRANSPORTATION. 
 

If you need help call the Church Office 

217.732.7618 or call 217.737.6251 (Larry) or 

217.737.9834 (Sharon). 

 

 

News for the Family! 
 

New Members by Baptism: 
Corbin Baker – 1/28/18    

April McCumber – 1/30/18 

Elaine Menzel – 2/25/18 
 

New Members by Transfer: 
Maria Balanos – 2/11/18 

Joe Schaler – 2/18/18 

Melanie Schaler – 2/18/18 
 

Sympathy & Prayers: 
Roger & Kathy Bruns at the passing of Roger’s 

mother, Lila Bruns; Derek & Ashley Ried, Nolan & 

Amanda Kitterman, Ethan & Bethany Burt and 

families at the passing of Derek, Amanda, and 

Bethany’s mother, Denise Ried; Chris & Teresa Isbell 

and family at the passing of Chris’s mother, Virginia 

Isbell; and Jerry & Karen Birdwell and family at the 

passing of Jerry’s mother, Inis Birdwell. 

Global Impact Highlight: 
Thailand—The Filbeck Family, Christian 

Mission to the Orient 
 

The Dedication of the 

New Testament in the 

Mal language 

represents nearly 50 

years of work by David 

Lee Filbeck, father of 

David A, Carmen, Ken, 

and Catherine. The 

picture above shows Delores and David presenting 

the New Testament to Thai church leaders on 

December 24, 2017. 

          Many interruptions occurred during these 50 

years. In the 1980’s a drug war broke out in Chiang 

Mai where Filbecks lived and eventually a truck bomb 

hit their housing complex, destroying everything but 

the translation work! At the same time, communists 

took control of the area during the Indo-China War 

which gradually ended in the 1990’s. 

          Finally, after these events and more, the 

translation was ready to send from David’s computer 

to computers at the printing lab. But the struggles 

were not over. During that process, a repeated 

spelling error occurred throughout the text. As a result, 

financing for a second printing was needed, and 

obtained. 

          Dedication Day could not have been more 

anticipated and even ended with the baptism of a 

family who had made the long journey down the 

mountain to Chiang Mai just 

for the service. Thank God for 

the perseverance of David 

and Delores through all the 

years of their ministry. It is a 

beauty that they are now 

growing old among the Thai whom they love and 

have fought for so much. 

          One final note, the mission is holding dental and 

vision clinics in several villages between July 1–11, 

2018. $600 pays in-country expenses; though airfare to 

Thailand is not included. If you are interested, contact 

Carmen Filbeck for an application. 
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North American Christian Convention 2018 | Indianapolis, IN 
 

Each year, the NACC provides fellowship, encouragement, 

support, and new ideas to thousands of Christians from around 

the country. With workshops, worship, exhibits, and fellowship, 

their mission is to provide ideas, inspiration, and identity to 

Restoration Movement churches, ministries, and their leaders. 

Make your decision now to register and then mark it on your 

calendar! 

 

Register online at www.gotonacc.org/register prior to April 1, 

2018 and save $10 on your entire registration!   


