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Against All Odds  
 

          All the ôodds makersõ agree that a man by 

the name of Lee Caps should be dead. Lee Caps 

took off riding passenger in a small plane with a 

friend. To be clear, Lee didnõt know how to fly. 

When they got up to cruising altitude, his friend, 

who was piloting the plane had a heart attack 

and died. Lee pried him off the controls, grabbed 

a microphone and cried out for help. An air traffic 

controller in Renton, WA heard his cry and said, 

òThis is your lucky day. Iõm not only an air traffic 

controller; Iõm also a licensed pilot and a flight 

instructor. Would you be interested in a flying 

lesson?ó Lee said, òIõd love a flying lesson!ó 

          So, the air traffic controller started to give 

him some basic flying maneuvers and a few 

instructions on how to fly the plane. Then he said, 

òLee, youõre going to have to take a shot at a 

landing (the most difficult beginnerõs task) . . . itõs 

your only hope. You have to give this thing a try.ó 

          So he talked him through the descent and 

talked him into pointing the plane toward the 

runway. It was not a graceful approach. He came 

in like a drunken duck ñall over the place and he 

hit the runway pretty hard. But miraculously, Lee 

Caps walked away with only minor injuries. Lee 

Caps walked away from the plane because he 

was wise enough to accept the offer of help from 

someone he couldnõt see or had really known 

before that day began.  

          Afterward, the press asked the air traffic 

controller, òJust between us, did you really think 

you could talk that guy down and that he would 

walk away?ó The man said, òI knew all the odds 

were against him and that this was a long shot . . . 

but I like long shots.ó 

          I donõt know if youõve thought about it much 

but there are people who, by profession, are 

ôodds makers;õ sometimes called statisticians. 

These are people who figure out life insurance 

tables, sporting events, casino games and stocks, 

and sort out the long shots from the sure things.  

There are people who can mathematically assure 

you that your car is 30% more likely to be stolen if 

itõs a Corvette than if itõs a mini van. If youõre still 

driving a Pontiac Aztec these days, the odds say 

itõs impossible to be stolen! 

Ron Otto  

Preaching Minister  

          These odds makers can tell you that youõre 

10 times more likely to get hurt riding a bicycle 

than riding in a car. And the odds are twice as 

good for you to be struck by lighting ñthree times 

in the same location ñas it is for you to win the 

Mega Millions lottery.  

          These people make their living by figuring 

out odds like these. Usually, theyõre pretty 

accurate. But the odds makers were wrong about 

Jesus. They were just wrong about whether he 

could stay dead.  

          Oh, it was a long shot. Call it a billion to one 

shot. Never been done like that before type of 

shot. But he did come back to life. There is an 

empty tomb in Israel that still bears witness to that 

historical reality. There were 500 eye witnesses that 

said it was a fact. It happened against all the 

odds.  

          We celebrate this odd -busting event as 

Easter. The resurrection of Jesus is very powerful 

and still has the ability to change lives in dramatic 

ways. To this day, millions of people, from all over 

the world, experience an awakening and a 

transformation when they decide to believe and 

trust the biblical story. And this just baffles the 

skeptics who think this thing should have gone 

away centuries ago. But itõs not going away. In 

fact, itõs gaining strength all over the world.  

          If Iõm going to impersonate that brave air 

traffic controller then I have to tell you what was 

said to Lee Caps, ôYouõre going to have to give 

this landing a try.õ This Easter could be the òwowó 

youõve been needing in your life. But youõre going 

to have to give this Jesus thing a try. Even good 

Christian people need to be reminded that Easter 

still has power and we can be wowed by the 

experience of Jesus.  

 

 

Upcoming Jesus. Messages:  
 

Mar 4  Jesus Arrested    Luke 22:39ð53 

Mar 11  Jesus is Denied by Peter   Luke 22:54ð62 

Mar 18  Jesusõ Trial    

Mar 25  Jesusõ Death and Burial  Luke 23:26ð56 
 

As we continue on in our Jesus. series, be reading 

and looking ahead at the above passages.  

Luke 22:66ð23:25 



 

Interested in Membership?  

Ready for your Next Step?  
Join our LifeStep 1: Discover Lincoln 

Christian Church. Explore your faith 

and the beliefs of Lincoln Christian 

Church in a relaxed setting with Ron Otto and 

Brandon Boyd.  Youõll get to ask any questions you 

have as well as meet others who are exploring the 

same journey.   This class meets on Sunday, April 15 

from 5:00 -7:00 p.m.  in Family Room 1. Itõs free, itõs 

casual, and we provide dinner (but not childcare). 

Sign-up at the Welcome Center.  

 

 

NEW Wednesday Study  
Join Dr. Brian Messner for a six -week series starting 

Wednesday, February 21. He will be helping us 

understand the background to several ancient 

civilizations mentioned in the pages of the Old 

Testament.  This class will be informative, full of 

humor, and an opportunity to meet new people 

while learning about Godõs word. No registration 

necessary and you can join the study any time. 

Class meets at 6:30 p.m. in Family Room 1.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brandon Boyd  

Minister of  

Adult Discipleship  

New Study: Habits of Strong Families  
Starting Sunday, February 25, Adult Discipleship 

Minister Brandon Boyd will be leading a study on 

the Habits of Strong Families. This class will talk 

about all kinds of family relationships: spouse, 

children, siblings, and extended families. If you are 

looking to improve relationships, join this free, 

seven -week class. You can join the study any 

time.  This study meets at 9:30 a.m. in Room 305 

and his hosted by the Open Door Sunday School 

Class.  

 

 

 

 

Four:19 Discipleship  
As Christians, it is important for us to remember that 

Jesus  wants to change us on three levels: The 

Head Level (òcome and follow me,ó) the Heart 

Level, (òand I will make you,ó) and the Hands Level 

(òfishers of menó).  As 2018 gets rolling through 

winter and into spring, take time to evaluate your 

growth in these three areas.  

 

Adult Discipleship Website  
For the latest information on the adult discipleship 

ministry, check out the website ñThere is 

information on classes, studies, LifeGroups, studies 

for men, women, and couples.  

lccdiscipleshipministry.wordpress.com . 


