
Worship Services 

   8:15 a.m. | Sanctuary 

   8:15 a.m. | Fellowship Center 

   9:30 a.m. | Fellowship Center 

 11:00 a.m. | Fellowship Center 
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Tim Hawkins is a Christian comedian who often uses 

church stories for his routines and in his concerts. He 

says, “I'm coming off a few years of backsliding. 

Every night it was drunkenness and fighting and foul 

language. Finally I said, ‘Ya know what? I’m quitting 

church softball!’” 

          Very funny! Right? Truth is, sometimes the 

world can’t always tell the difference between 

believers and non-believers. Shouldn’t there be 

more of a difference? Yes! Of course. But often, 

there is very little.  

          The apostle Paul felt that since we are “in” 

Christ, it should change us completely. In fact, the 

Book of Colossians is about just that. Colossians is 

one of Paul’s shortest letters. Paul encourages a 

young church to treasure their possession of being 

“in” Christ and uses that phrase several times. He 

encourage us to keep our faith “in” Christ, remain 

“in” Christ, mature “in” Christ, be made alive “in” 

Christ, and on and on. 

          Today, many priorities (even important and 

good ones) compete for our focus and attention. 

The urgency of living “in” the here and now all too 

often trumps the urgency of living “in” Christ. Paul’s 

letter to the Colossians presents Christ as the 

Creator, Christ as Ruler, and Christ as the all-

sufficient answer. This letter will help us discover how 

Christ should be the ultimate pursuit in our life. 

          Have you made any New Years resolutions? 

I’ve made them before. I’ve tried to keep them. 

Short end of the story, I didn’t. I wanted something 

more from the year and didn’t always see it 

through. What was your New Year’s Resolution? 

Number one for most people, year after year, is lose 

weight. We all know what that means! That means 

back to the gym. That means diets. That means 

more activity and less food. It means no late night 

snacking. That means less carbs and less sugars and 

less food. It means discipline and self-control (two 

things I seem to be lacking)! It basically means an 

entire life-change. Throw out the old and bring in 

the new. Let’s lose that weight. Right? Wrong! The 

vast majority of people fail in their New Year’s 

resolutions within the first week. We all know what 

usually happens. We’ll cheat. We’ll put it off. We’ll 

start tomorrow. And before we know it, another 

year is past with no ground claimed. Could I have 

Ron Otto 

Preaching Minister 

done it? Yes! Should I have done it? Yes! Would I 

do it? There’s the question. Am I ready to get 

serious?  

          What Paul does with his letter to the 

Colossians is a lot like the gym trainer with an 

eager student. He pushes and pulls; exhorts and 

encourages. Resolutions aside, Paul’s training and 

advice is only helpful for the person who is ready 

to get serious about their spiritual journey. 

          False teachers were trying to chip away at 

the deity and authority of Christ by convincing the 

church at Colossae that Christ wasn’t enough. So, 

while Paul was under house arrest awaiting trial in 

Rome, he wrote the letter of Colossians, giving us 

the single most concentrated teaching on the 

theology of “Christ” we’ve ever known. Jesus is 

greater than everything else. He is supreme. He is 

sufficient. He is the one who has saved us from sin 

and changed us into new, living creatures. We 

have a new life because of Him. Jesus is greater. 

          Starting in January and through the end of 

February, we will study the Book of Colossians 

during our sermon time. This will be a deep study 

for some but exactly what we need as we start our 

new year. This letter calls us all to a little higher 

ground in our spiritual journey. And then it will tell 

us what it means to be “in” Christ!  

          Do a couple of things for me beforehand: 

pray and read Colossians. Then, attend service 

and take notes and let us take seriously this 

transformation together. 

  

  

Upcoming Sermon Series: 

Jan 19    Supremacy of Christ    Col 1:1–23 

Jan 26    Struggling Toward Maturity   Col 1:24–2:5 

Feb 2    Avoiding Dead Ends    Col 2:6–23 

Feb 9    Putting on the New Self   Col 3:1–17 

Feb 16    New Life at Home & Work   Col 3:18–4:1 

Feb 23    New Life Together    Col 4:2–18 

 



 

Ready for your Next Step? 
Join our LifeStep 1: Discover 

Lincoln Christian Church. Explore 

your faith and the beliefs of 

Lincoln Christian Church in a 

relaxed setting with Ron Otto 

and Brandon Boyd. You’ll get to 

ask any questions you have as 

well as meet others who are 

exploring the same journey. This class meets on 

Sunday, January 26, 2020 from 5:00–7:00 p.m. It’s 

free, it’s casual, and we provide dinner (but not 

childcare). Sign up at the Welcome Center or at 
www.lincolnchristianchurch.org/lifestep. 
  

New Wednesday Study 
Join Dr. Mark  Mangano for a six-week study on 

the “Fruit of the Spirit” as we see how God 

changes us from the inside out. This study begins 

on January 15 at 6:30 p.m. Registration not 

necessary, but would be helpful. Sign up on 

January 12 in the Family Room. 

 

Sunday School 
A great first place to connect with new friends 

and to learn the Bible is in one of our seven adult 

Sunday School Classes. We have classes for all 

adults at every stage of life. For more info stop by 

the Welcome Center or visit us online at 

www.lincolnchristianchurch.org/connect. 

 

Next Steps Website 
For the latest information on the adult discipleship 

ministry, check out the website:   

www.lincolnchristianchurch.org/next. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brandon Boyd 
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Adult Discipleship 

Ladies Bible Study 
Trace the path of Joseph’s life in 

the Book of Genesis to observe 

how God’s sovereignty reigns, 

even in our darkest moments. Two 

study times are available: 

Mondays at 6:30 p.m. beginning 

January 27 or Tuesdays at 1:30 

p.m. beginning January 28. Sign 

up in the Family Room on January 

12 and 19. Cost $15. 

 

Men on Fire Study 
Join with other men as they study ways to apply 

the powerful truths of the Bible to daily life. Study 

begins Wednesday, January 15, from 6:30–7:45 

p.m. Tim Becke and Todd Henry will tag team 

teach from New York Times best-selling author and 

worldwide speaker, Stephen Mansfield, and his 

book, Manfield’s Book 

of Manly Men. This will 

be a lifetime game-

changer for every 

man, so bring another 

guy and join us! Meets 

in Rm. 300. 

  

Join the Team! 
Ministry Teams serve our church family and our 

community. We have roles for greeters, kitchen 

workers, landscape team, handyman team, and 

many more. Information in the Family Room during 

Next Steps sign ups on January 12 and 19. 

  FPU presents biblical, practical steps to get from  

where you are to where you've dreamed you 

could be. This plan will show you how to get rid of 

debt, manage your money, spend and save 

wisely, and much more!  

  

The Free Preview event is Wednesday, January 15, 

at 6:30 p.m. Sign-up for the preview in the Family 

Room. Classes will meet on Wednesdays, starting 

January 22 at 6:30 p.m. For more information or to 

purchase materials visit the church website: 

www.lincolnchristianchurch.org/fpu. 

  



Zach Ramsey 

Student Minister 

 

 

 
Student Ministry Website: 
lccstudents.com 

 

 
 

Important Info About Our Texts! 

For Jr. High, text 

jhfuel to 97000 

For High School, text 

thegathering to 97000 
 

You will receive text messages from Lincoln Christian Church. 

No purchase necessary. Message & data rates may apply. 

Messages frequency varies. Reply STOP to stop, HELP for help. 

Terms: http://97000.co/t. Privacy policy: http://97000.co/p. 
 

 

The Gathering (9th–12th 

Grade Youth Group) 

resumes Sunday, January 5, 

from 6:00–8:00 p.m. Meal is 

6:00 p.m.  

 

Fuel (5th–8th Grade Youth 

Group) resumes Wednesday, 

January 8, from 6:30–7:50 

p.m. Doors open at 6:15 p.m  
 

Spring Calendar 
Head to www.lccstudents.com/events to see the 

Student Ministry Calendar.  

 

Post – High School 
We will have Post after The Gathering Sunday, 

January 12, from 8:00–9:00 p.m. We will spend time 

together and play games. Seniors bring drinks and 

snacks.  

 

Ski Trip – High School 
Saturday, January 18, we 

will head to Cascade 

Mountain in Wisconsin to 

go skiing! Grab an info 

sheet at the Student Info 

Desk! $95 plus three 

meals! Sign up by 

Sunday, January 5. 

 

 

5th Grade Only! 

Hey 5th Graders, SuperStart is February 28–29 in 

Bloomington, IL. $75 plus 2 meals. Non-refundable 

deposit of $35 due by Sunday, January 26. 

$75 plus meals 

 

 

6th–8th Grade Students 

Hey 6th–8th Graders, Believe is March 6–7 in 

Bloomington, IL. $115 plus 2 meals. Non-refundable 

deposit of $55 due by Sunday, February 2. 

$115 plus meals 

 

 

8th–12th Grade Students 

Hey 8th–12th Graders, Move is July 6–11 in 

Wheaton, IL. $380 plus 3 meals. Non-refundable 

deposit of $100 due by Sunday, March 15. 

 

8th Grade Scholarships for CIY Move 
8th Grade Students who attend CIY Believe March 

6–7 can apply for a scholarship for $115 for Move. 

That means that what you pay for Believe is taken 

off the cost for Move. How sweet is that? 

 

Help the Student Ministry by buying 

Cracker Barrel, Sorrento’s and Walmart 

Gift Cards  
You can buy gift cards on Sundays between 

services at the Student Info Desk in the Family 

Room to help students take part in discipleship 

events. You pay for the value of the gift card and 

a percentage of that money goes to the Youth 

Fund to help students who need financial aid! 

 

Free Money!!!  
Families! Family Fund-raising Accounts help you 

raise funds through physical gift cards/certificates 

or online gifts cards that earn rebate percentages 

for students and families to use for trips. For more 

details, please see Jenni at the Student Info Desk 

in the Family Room or email Jenni at 

jenni.godfrey@lincolnchristianchurch.org. 

Students   Parents 

WELCOME  



LCC PRESCHOOL  

TELLS THE GOOD NEWS 
LCC Preschool (led by Janet McFadden and 

Karrie Funk) presented a fun Christmas program for 

families and guests this year! There were lots of 

little reindeer as well as the telling of the Christmas 

story! 

          LCC preschool impacts the lives of many 

families in our community and this year’s program 

was a great testimony to that! If you know 

someone with a preschooler who might be 

interested in our program, encourage them to 

contact the church office today! Call Jenni at 

217.732.7618 or email 

jenni.godfrey@lincolnchristianchurch.org. 

Sign up during the month of February at the 

Children’s Check-In Area for our “Becoming a 

Christian Class” offered to kids in 2nd, 3rd and 4th 

grades. We will explore what the Bible says about 

becoming a Christian and living life as a Christ 

follower. Class will meet on Mondays, March 9,16, 

23, and 30, from 3:30–5:00 p.m. 

 

VALENTINE PRETZELS 
It won’t be long until Valentine’s 

Day! This year LCC Preschool will 

once again have delicious 

chocolate covered pretzels 

available for you to purchase for 

your sweetheart!  They will be 

available for two Sundays, 

February 2 and 9.  

They are also great gifts for 

someone special to show 

appreciation or encouragement. So mark your 

calendar and we’ll see you in February! 

 

KIDS WORSHIP—January 2020 
Conerstone Construction Zone 

Christian Beliefs 
2020! A time for building as 

we look to the future! In Kids 

Worship during the month of 

January, we will be 

discovering how we can 

build a solid biblical 

foundation as we live for 

Jesus! Kids will find that as they 

spend time with Jesus, daily relying on God, that 

their faith will grow and be strengthened.   

Our focus for the month is “Christian Beliefs.” 

Matthew 16:16 is our key verse: “You are the 

Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 

          If you would like to review this month’s series 

with your child, the titles, texts and themes (in 

italics) are listed below. 
  

 The Transfiguration. Luke 9:28–36. We believe in 

God the Father. 

 Prophets Predict the Messiah. Isaiah 7:14; 9:6; 

Luke 1:26–38. We believe that Jesus was born of 

the Holy Spirit.   

 Jesus Comes Back to Life. Mark 15:42–16:7. We 

believe that Jesus died and came back to life. 

 The Shepherd and His Flock. John 10:1–15. We 

believe that Jesus is the head of the church.  

 The Parable of the 10 Bridesmaids. Matthew 

25:1–13. We believe that Jesus will return.   

 

NEW SLIDE IS COMING! 
Children’s Ministry will soon have an awesome 

addition! We are installing a slide for kids to enter 

the Kids Ministry area. We hope to have the project 

completed in February. We are so excited about 

this fun addition as well as some added safety in 

avoiding steps! Please be patient with us as we 

install it and adopt a new check-in routine! We will 

be sure to share pictures once we have the project 

completed! 
  

Marcia Wells 

Children’s Minister 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjx15v3_6vKAhUGOyYKHaVZBm4QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fsouthorlandobaptist.org%2Fcommitting-to-jesus-how-to-become-a-christian%2F&psig=AFQjCNEIs8U3Q4ZCcsB8qL5SZeRXgt49-


Laurin Hill 

Worship Minister 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to 

Celebrate! Christmas 2019 “Repeat the Sounding 

Joy!”. What beautiful moments of worship!! As I 

reflect on my tenth Celebrate! Christmas, with 

more than 175 musicians, what a blessing it is to 

work with each of you. I pray you were as blessed 

by participating as I was! Thanks to all of the 

choirs, the worship band, the handbells, and 

technical crew for your hard work and hours of 

rehearsal and preparation and for moving C!C to 

the Sanctuary—what a glorious space! Thanks to 

those who helped to set up and decorate the 

building. Please join me in prayer for all who 

celebrated Christmas with us that the joy and 

hope because of the birth of Christ Jesus will 

continue to draw us closer to Him. Have a Merry 

Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

 

UNdecking the halls! :( 
Everyone’s help is needed to take down our 

beautiful Christmas decorations throughout the 

building to be stored properly for their next use. If 

you love seeing the halls decked out for Christmas, 

won’t you consider coming to help us take it all 

down and put it away? We will be UNdecorating 

Monday, January 6, from 6:00–9:00 p.m. Many 

hands make light work! Your help is needed. 

Good News and HeartSong meet 

again January 5! 

Open enrollment thru January 
Good News, for 9th–12th grade students and 

HeartSong for 5th–8th grade students will be taking 

a break for the holidays and resume rehearsing on 

Sunday, January 5. There is open enrollment until 

the end of January (Sundays, January 5, 12, 19, 26) 

to make a commitment to the tours. If you would 

like more information on either group, please 

contact Laurin Hill at 217.732.7618 or 

laurin.hill@lincolnchristianchurch.org. 

          Good News meets each Sunday from 5:00–

6:00 p.m. and HeartSong meets from 6:00–7:00 

p.m. each Sunday. Now is the time to invite your 

friends to join us for our upcoming tours! 

          HeartSong tour is April 24–26, 2020 with our 

home concert Sunday afternoon, April 26, at 

4:00 p.m. 

         Good News’ home concert is Monday, June 

1, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. with tour from June 2–9, 2020, 

touring the southeast to Orlando and back.  

  

Kid’s Choirs resume January 5! 
The Kid’s Choirs (3 years old through 4th graders) 

rehearse from 6:00–7:00 p.m. each Sunday in 

preparation for our spring musical “The BIG Bible 

Idea Group” coming up Monday, May 4, at 6:30 

p.m. We’ll be working hard and having a ton of 

fun in the coming months. See you Sunday nights!   

  

Sanctuary Choir resumes January 8! 
The Sanctuary Choir resumes rehearsing 

Wednesday, January 8, from 6:30–7:45 p.m. We 

sing and lead worship each week in the 8:15 a.m. 

Sanctuary service. We always welcome new 

voices. Come and lift your voice! 

         A few dates of importance to mark on your 

calendar: The Service of Shadows is Thursday, April 

9, with Easter following on Sunday, April 12, 2020. 

mailto:laurin.hill@lincolnchristianchurch.org


Local Impact Highlight: 
Local Impact Christmas Eve Offering 

 
THANK YOU CHURCH! Because of the money 

budgeted for Local Impact and the past Christmas 

Eve offering directed to Crisis Intervention, our 

church has made a major impact in our 

community! In the first 11 months of 2019 we have 

helped 49 families in the Lincoln area by paying 

out $4,421 in electric bills and $6,801 for rent. It is an 

unbelieve gift to be able to unburden individuals 

and families from such financial struggles. 

          Local Impact also accepts donations of 

furniture throughout the year in order to provide for 

those in need. Because of the donations in the first 

11 months of 2019 we have been able to give 114 

pieces of furniture to thankful families. And we 

have had several volunteers give their time to help 

make these deliveries! In addition to these larger 

items, we have also handed out bedding, dishes, 

pots & pans, silverware and more. The Local 

Impact team has also provided groceries for 

several families as well as prepared and delivered 

numerous meals. This Christmas, as in the past, we 

will be taking food baskets to several families. 

          Local Impact provides monthly financial 

support for the following ministries: 
 

Christian Childcare 

His Hands Outreach 

Lincoln Christian University 

The Christian Village 

Inner City Mission 

Little Galilee Christian Camp 

Lincoln/Logan Food Pantry 

Christian Campus Foundation 

Habitat for Humanity 
 

You will have another opportunity to support our 

Local Impact ministry during the 2019 Christmas 

Eve offering. We are making a difference with your 

help! If you would like to volunteer your time in 

other ways with this ministry, contact the church 

office at 217.732.7618 or email 

lcchurch@lincolnchristianchurch.org. 

Global Impact Highlight: 
Pioneer Bible Translators: Janice & Rondal 

Smith 

 
Translation updates from around the globe: 

 The Makonde people of East Africa can now 

access the Bible in their language on their cell 

phones as they wait for print copies. 

 The Waran people in Papua New Guinea finally 

have the New Testament in their language. When 

it was presented, the people wept for joy, sang, 

and danced far into the night. 

 The Bembe people fled from the Congo civil war 

and are now living in Texas but without the Bible in 

their language. PBT found Bibles for them in their 

heart language that had been translated by 

another organization. Jean Marie, an elder in the 

Bembe church said, “I feel really blessed that I can 

finally hold in my hands a Bible written in the 

language that my mother used when I was still on 

her lap.” 

 Today Bibles are being translated in several Roma 

(gypsy) languages and for the deaf people. More 

needs for Bible translations continue to arise. 

All of these examples represent the 

focus of Rondal & Janice as they 

have worked with PBT in so 

many different ways since it began in 

1975 on the campus of Lincoln 

Christian University. PBT now consists 

of 425 adults with 238 children, 

translating the Bible in 66 languages for 32 million 

people in 18 countries. 

          Rondal is a part of the PBT branch in Ukraine and 

PBT branch in Poland. He is involved in far more 

projects than space allows for discussion. Janice 

continues to serve by leading prayer support, 

hospitality, and teaching in spite of serious health 

issues. 

          Our financial support has been greatly blessed 

by God as we see how many Bibleless peoples now 

have His Word in their heart languages. Pray for more 

to come. Pray for those serving in areas hostile to 

Christianity. 

End of the Year Giving 

According to IRS standards, all contributions for 

2019 must be received by noon in the Lincoln 

Christian Church office on Tuesday, December 31, 

2019 or by being post-marked on or before 

December 31, 2019. If you have any questions, 

please contact the Church Office at 217.732.7618 

or lcchurch@lincolnchristianchurch.org. 
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