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Ron Otto
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CLOSER
To say I was hungry doesn’t even come close. I was
famished! I was so hungry my stomach was
gnawing my backbone. I was so hungry I could eat
my elbows. I was so hungry I could eat a horse and
still chase the jockey for dessert. I had skipped
breakfast and missed lunch and it was now
evening. By the time I was home, I was ravenous. I
walked straight to the refrigerator without even
acknowledging my wife by asking, “How was your
day dear?” I opened the fridge and starting
consuming anything edible without a wrapper on it.
I was the carnivore who just brought down a
gazelle. I was a caveman gnawing on the
mastodon he had just killed with a spear. Get the
picture? HUNGRY!
Funny thing about a hungry man . . . he will
find food and he will eat! Three day old pizza?
Scrumptious. Lunch meat past the expiration date?
Lip-smacking! Dried up birthday cake from who
cares how long? Mouthwatering. I stood there with
the door opened, cool Freon breezes water-falling
down onto my feet, eating the shelves clean.
And then it happened; “There’s warm KFC in
the oven for you dear.”
“AHHHHHHH!” There I stood, chewing my way
through old, tasteless, poorly preserved foods that
didn’t delight the senses as I had hoped. And all the
while, I was missing out on one of my favorite meals.
The pain of it all!
According to scripture, there is another
hunger in each of us. There is a thirst that just won’t
go away. Jesus said, “Blessed are they who hunger
and thirst for righteousness, for they will be
filled.” (Matthew 5:6)
David wrote, “O God, You are my God; I shall
seek You earnestly; my soul thirsts for You, my flesh
yearns for You, in a dry and weary land where there
is no water” (Psalm 63:1).
Psalm 63 was written by King David when he
was in the wilderness. We don’t believe this was the
time he was running from Saul because verse 11 tells
of people speaking lies about him. That’s much
closer to the story line of when David’s own son,
Absalom, was leading a revolt against his father. His
own son drove him out of Jerusalem, out of the
palace, and away from the temple. David is in a

dark place. He was sucker punched. His legs had
been knocked out from under him. He’s alone.
He’s suffering. His heart is broken. Welcome to the
wilderness. But it’s also here, in the wilderness, he
writes; “. . . my soul thirsts for You!”
David has spoken of this thirst before; “As the
deer pants for streams of water, so my soul pants
for you, my God” (Psalm 42:1). It’s just been a long
time since it’s come up. Did David forget his inner
thirst and hunger? Was he getting satisfied by
other means?
Anyone of us can fall into the trap in this
country of becoming hungry for money, hungry for
success, hungry for the American dream. Our
appetites dictate the direction of our lives.
As John Piper puts it, “If we don’t experience
strong desires for God, it is not because we have
drunk deeply and are satisfied. It is because we
have nibbled so long at the table of the world that
our soul is stuffed with small things, and there is no
room for the great.”
What if God suddenly starting chasing us
away from chasing the small things and he started
drawing us to hungering for Him? How would you
satisfy your new craving? God placed a hunger in
us only He can satisfy. He placed a thirst in us only
HE can quench.
What should one do when they are hungry
and thirsty for a God experience? How can I feel
God and me are closer?
In our January series of sermons, we’ll
uncover what Jesus says about praying, scripture,
communion, and worship. There is a homesickness
in all of us for God. Join us as we discover how to
satisfy this inner hunger, quench the inner thirst, by
coming CLOSER.

Upcoming Sermon Series:

Jan 6
Jan 13
Jan 20
Jan 27

Prayer—Power of the Ask
Scripture—Following the Leader
Communion—Broken for You
Worship—Alter Your Altar

Sunday School
Brandon Boyd
Minister of
Adult Discipleship

A great first place to connect with new friends and
to learn the Bible is in one of our eight adult
Sunday School Classes. We have classes for all
adults, so stop by the Welcome Center or the
Adult Discipleship Website for more information.

Ladies Bible Study
Interested in Membership?
Ready for your Next Step?
Join our LifeStep 1: Discover Lincoln
Christian Church. Explore your faith
and the beliefs of Lincoln Christian
Church in a relaxed setting with Ron Otto and
Brandon Boyd. You’ll get to ask any questions you
have as well as meet others who are exploring the
same journey. This class meets on Sunday, January
27 from 5:00–7:00 p.m. It’s free, it’s casual, and we
provide dinner (but not childcare). Sign up at the
Welcome Center.

New Wednesday Study
Join Dr. Neal Windham for a
four-week study on prayer,
Bible reading, serving and
more. Take what you
learned during Ron’s
“Closer” sermon series and
learn more “how to’s” about
these experiences, ask
questions, and be inspired.
This study begins on January 9 at 6:30 p.m.
Registration not necessary, but would be helpful.
Sign up on January 6 in the Family Room.

LifeGroups
Sign up in the Family Room on January 6 and 13 to
be part of a group of 10–12 who gather weekly in
homes for Bible study, prayer, friendship and food.
We have groups of people in the same stages of
life as well as intergenerational groups. It’s a
great place to take a next step of faith.

Sign up for the spring session of
Ladies Bible Study. This 7-session
study by Priscilla Shirer will
encourage you to recognize
your weakness as the key that
the Lord gives you to unlock the
full experience of His strength in
your life. Instead of ignoring,
neglecting, or trying to escape
your weaknesses, learn to see
them as the gifts given specifically and
strategically by God. If you've ever felt insufficient,
ill-equipped, incompetent, or outnumbered, this
study is for you. The study begins February 4 for the
Monday evening group and February 5 for the
Tuesday afternoon group. Sign up in the Family
Room on January 6 and 13. Cost $10.

New Men on Fire Study
Join with other men as
they study ways to apply
the powerful truths of the
Bible to daily life. Starting
back up Wednesday,
January 9, 2019 at 6:30–
7:45pm in Room 300, Tim
Becke and Todd Henry will tag team teach from a
book written by New York Times best-selling author
and worldwide speaker, Stephen Mansfield, Buying
the book, Manfield’s Book of Manly Men, An Utterly
Invigortiang Guide To Being Your Most Masculine
Self, is encouraged, but not mandatory. This entire
study is FREE, additional materials will be available
for each of this 8-week study, also at no cost. This
will be a lifetime game changer for every man. So
attend 1 or all 8 sessions and bring another guy
and join us!

Adult Discipleship Website
For the latest information on the adult
discipleship ministry, check out the website—
lccdiscipleshipministry.wordpress.com.

Post | High School

Zach Ramsey
Student Minister

We will have Post after The Gathering on Sunday,
January 13, from 8:00–9:00 p.m. We will play some
dodgeball with a few surprises! Juniors brings drinks
and snacks.

Mark Your Calendar for CIY Trips

Student Ministry Website:
lccstudents.com

5th Grade Students Only!
Hey 5th Graders, SuperStart is March 1–2 in
Bloomington, IL. $70 plus 2 meals. Non-Refundable
deposit of $35 due Sunday, January 20.

WELCOME
Students Parents

The Gathering (9th–12th
Grade Youth Group) resumes
Sunday, January 6, 6:00– 8:00
p.m. Meal is at 6:00 p.m.
Fuel (5th–8th Grade Youth
Group) resumes Wednesday,
January 9, 6:30–7:50 p.m. Doors
open at 6:15 p.m.

Spring Calendar
Head to lccstudents.com/events to see the
Student Ministry Calendar. We have hard copies
available at the Student Info Desk.

Important Info About Our Texts!
We are switching texting service providers for our
text message updates.
The main reason is that
some of our messages
are not sending. We
have worked with the
provider to fix this and
have had no luck. Sadly,
we can’t move data over from one to the other,
so please text to sign up using the new codes
below. We will use both services until March 1.
Sorry for the inconvenience.
For Jr. High, text jhfuel to 97000
For High School, text thegathering to 97000
You will receive text messages from Lincoln Christian
Church. No purchase necessary. Message & data rates
may apply. Messages frequency varies. Reply STOP to
stop, HELP for help. Terms: http://97000.co/t. Privacy
policy: http://97000.co/p.

6th–8th Grade Students
Hey 6th–8th Graders, Believe is April 6–7 in
Anderson, IN. $110 plus 3 meals. Non-Refundable
deposit of $55 due Sunday, February 17.
Current 8th–12th Grade Students
Hey 8th–12th Graders, Move is July 8–13 in
Wheaton, IL. $370 plus 3 meals. Non-Refundable
deposit of $50 due Sunday, March 3.

8th Grade Scholarships for CIY Move
8th Grade students who attend CIY Believe April 6 –
7 can apply for a scholarship for $115 for Move.
That means what you pay for Believe is taken off
the total cost Move. How sweet is that?!

Church! Help the Student Ministry buying
Sorrento’s, Walmart and Cracker Barrel
Gift Cards!
You can buy gift cards at the Student Info Desk in
the Family Room to help pay the fees for students
take part in discipleship events. You
purchase the value of the gift card
and a percentage of that money
goes to the Youth Fund to help
students who need financial aid!

Free Money!!!
LCC families! Family Fundraising Accounts help
you raise funds through physical gift cards/
certificates or online e-gifts cards that earn rebate
percentages for students and families to use for
trips! For more info about how to register and
order, please see Jenni at the Student Info Desk on
Sundays, call the Church Office at 217.732.7618, or
email jenni.godfrey@lincolnchristianchurch.org.

Marcia Wells
Children’s Minister
Kids Club | January 9 | 6:30–7:45 p.m.

KIDS WORSHIP — January 2019
Trust can be pretty illusive for kids!
Broken promises can cause kids
to have doubts about what is
true. Through the Spelunkers
series kids will discover that
the Bible is God’s Word and
it can be trusted. As kids
study, they will see Paul’s
emphasis on the importance
and reliability of God’s Word. If
you would like to encourage and review this study
with your child, the weekly topics are listed below
(the weekly point is listed in italics). During this
month we will focus on a key verse from Psalm
119:105, “Your word is a lamp to guide my feet
and a light for my path!”






Paul’s Charge to Timothy. 2 Timothy 3:14–17;
We believe the Bible because it’s from God.
Paul Preaches at Antioch. John 20:30–31; Acts
13:16–23; We know God loves us because of
the Bible.
David Loves God’s Word. Psalm 119:11; We
follow God’s Word every day.
Paul Explains How Christians Grow Strong.
Hebrews 5:11–6:3. We learn how to live from
the Bible.

Kids join us for this new series beginning in January.
We will be look at some superheroes to see that
sometimes the little things they do make a big
difference. Kids will discover that they can make a
difference and impact the lives of others through
small things too! We will look at some heroes in the
Bible who obediently followed God, and learn
how we can obediently follow Him as well.

Preschool Christmas Program

Merry Christmas from LCC Preschool

Miss Ashley to the Dominican
There is exciting news from Children’s Ministry!
Ashley Erb (picture on far right) who has served as
Children’s Ministry Associate will be leaving us in
January to work with GO Ministries in the
Dominican Republic. We are sad that Ashley will
be leaving us but so excited for her as
she begins this new ministry. In
January our kids offerings will begin
helping Ashley with her work there.
We are happy that our kids can
partner with Ashley and we look
forward to reports about her work
in the DR.
Nautika Bown will be joining us as the
Children’s Ministry Associate. We welcome Nautika
on board serving kids and families!

Just a couple of “little
reasons” we love serving
kids and families!
Wishing you all a very
Merry Christmas!
Miss Marcia,
Miss McKenna,
& Miss Ashley.

Laurin Hill
Worship Minister
Good News and HeartSong meet
again January 6!
Open enrollment thru January

Thank you to everyone who contributed to
Celebrate! Christmas 2018 “The Thrill of Hope”.
What beautiful moments of worship!! As I reflect on
my ninth Celebrate! Christmas, with more than 180
musicians, what a blessing it is to work with each of
you. I pray you were as blessed by participating as
I was! Thanks to all of the choirs, the worship band,
orchestra, the handbells, and technical crew for
your hard work and hours of rehearsal and
preparation. Thanks to those who helped to set up
and decorate the building. Please join me in
prayer for all who celebrated Christmas with us
that the thrill of hope from the birth of Christ Jesus
will continue to draw us closer to Him. Have a
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

UNdecking the Halls!
Everyone’s help is needed to take down our
beautiful Christmas decorations throughout the
building to be stored properly for their next use. If
you love seeing the halls decked out for Christmas,
won’t you consider coming to help us take it all
down and put it away? We will be UNdecorating
Thursday, January 3, from 6:00–9:00 p.m. Many
hands make light work! Your help is needed.

Good News (9th–12th grade students) and
HeartSong (5th–8th grade students) will be taking a
break for the holidays and resume rehearsing on
Sunday, January 6. There is open enrollment until
the end of January (Sundays, Jan. 6, 13, 20, & 27)
to make a commitment to the tours. If you would
like more information on either group, please
contact Laurin Hill at 217.732.7618 or
laurin.hill@lincolnchristianchurch.org.
Good News meets each Sunday from 5:00–
6:00 p.m. and HeartSong meets from 6:00–7:00
p.m. each Sunday. Now is the time to invite your
friends to join us for our upcoming tours!
HeartSong tour is April 26–28, 2019 with our
home concert Sunday afternoon, April 28 at 4:00
p.m.
Good News’ home concert is Sunday, June 2,
2019 at 7:00 p.m. with tour from June 3–11, 2019,
touring west to Utah and north to Montana and
North Dakota.

Kid’s Choirs Resume January 6!
The Kid’s Choirs (3 years old through 4th graders)
rehearse from 6:00–7:00 p.m. each Sunday in
preparation for our spring musical “Sermon on the
Mound” coming up Monday, May 6, at 6:30 p.m.
We’ll be working hard and having a ton of fun in
the coming months. See you Sunday nights!

Sanctuary Choir Resumes January 9!
The Sanctuary Choir resumes rehearsing
Wednesday, January 9, from 6:30–7:45 p.m. We
sing and lead worship each week in the 8:15 a.m.
Sanctuary service. We always welcome new
voices. Come and lift your voice!
A few dates of importance to mark on your
calendar: The Service of Shadows is Thursday, April
18, with Easter following on Sunday, April 21, 2019.

Global Impact Highlight:

Local Impact Highlight:

Rondal and Janice Smith, PBT

Local Impact’s IMPACT 2018

Both Rondal & Janice have been
involved with Pioneer Bible Translators
(PBT) since its beginning in the 1970’s.
PBT was started up right here in Lincoln,
IL. Rondal was the director for many
decades and is now in charge of Bible
translation operations in Eastern
Europe.
One of his major projects is to develop a PBT
branch in Poland with the help of Jan Barczuk, whom
LCC also supports. Because Jan is Polish, he has been
instrumental in getting the government authorization
for the new branch. Another PBT branch is in Ukraine.
Rondal recently spoke in several Polish churches,
seminaries, and at the Conference of
Polish Christian Church Leaders with
Jan translating. Both branches—
Polish and Ukrainian—involve many
more nationals in translation projects
such as the “Roma” language
projects.
Roma is the official name for the people called
“gypsies” by most of the world. They are a despised
people group who live in extreme poverty. On the
positive side, many Roma are open to the Gospel but
simply have no Bible nor can they read. Currently, at
least four Roma people translation projects are in
process. In addition to translating the Bible into Roma
languages, there is a project to collect funds to give
necessities in the form of small gifts (toothpaste,
toothbrushes, combs) to 1,080 children. Pray for the
children to be able to keep and use the gifts—in the
past, some parents have taken the items and sold
them.
Thank God for Janice & Rondal, all the
translators and their families who continue the long
process of translation for Bible-less peoples.

As enabled by the church budget, your wonderful
Christmas Eve offering, and Frankie Guzzardo's
memorial gifts we were able to help a lot of
families and charities in 2018. First, we provided
monthly financial support to 8 ministry partners/
charities in the Lincoln and the surrounding area.
Alongside this, the Local Impact team directly
responds to needs in four primary ways:
Our Furniture Ministry
 We received around 100 pieces of furniture, plus
bedding, dishes, etc.
 We delivered over 60 pieces of furniture and
other items to a number of families.
 We still have a furniture inventory and can
always use more.
Our Hospitality Ministry
 We prepared and delivered over 80 meals to
families in need.
 We provided & prepared 2 Quest Meals.
Crisis Intervention
 We interviewed 80 families/individuals requesting
financial help.
 We helped 28 families with rent.
 We helped 24 families with Ameren utilities.
 We delivered groceries to 40 families.
 We provided help with gas to over 70 families.
Miscellaneous
 Provided a window air conditioner.
 Removed carpet and rearranged furniture.
 Shoveled sidewalks.
 Did yard work.
Thank you again for your support of the Local
Impact team and helping contribute to meeting
the needs of the Lincoln community. If you would
like to donate items or are interested in becoming
involved with the Local Impact Ministry, contact
Larry Simonson at 217.737.6251.

NEWS FOR THE FAMILY!
New Members by Baptism:

End of the Year Giving

Abbie Yeazle – 12/9/18

According to IRS standards, all contributions for
2018 must be received by noon in the Lincoln
Christian Church office on Monday, December 31,
2018 or by being post-marked on or before
December 31, 2018. If you have any questions,
please contact the Church Office at 217.732.7618
or lcchurch@lincolnchristianchurch.org.

Sympathy & Prayers:
Casey & Caitlin Lore at the passing of Casey’s mother,
Bibbie Yvette Johnston; Randy & Deb Bruns and family
at the passing of Randy’s father, Russell Dean Bruns.
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