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Drop the Blanket 
 

          How was 2017 for you? Was it a good year or 

a challenging year? Did some hopes not pan 

out? . . . needed healing? . . . occupational 

advancements? . . . personal reconciliations? Did 

disappointment knock at your door? That happens 

more often then we want to admit.  

          The problem with the Christmas story is not 

that it is filled with bad people, but that good 

people were just too preoccupied to discover the 

real meaning. The inn keeper was preoccupied 

with business. The religious leaders were 

preoccupied by being religious. The towns people 

were too preoccupied to notice a new star.  But, 

not everyone missed it. The shepherds and the 

wise men all received more. 

          During the first days of December, the 

Emmy and the Peabody Award-winning 

animated film, “A Charlie Brown Christmas” aired 

on national primetime television for the 52nd time. 

It aired the first time way back in 1965. I hate to 

admit it, but I was alive back then. It seems like a 

long time ago but I pretty much remember 

watching “A Charlie Brown Christmas” just about 

every year since. In a world where the latest 

greatest technology is outdated in a matter of 

months, and popular trends come and go in a 

matter of days, 52 years of anything becomes 

quite meaningful.  

          I’ve always been a huge fan Charlie Brown 

and especially this Christmas special. I love that 

the real story of Christmas is within the film and I 

love that Luke 2:8–14 is actually quoted. We just 

don’t hear scripture very often on national 

television any more. Combine all that with a 

cartoon format and I am hooked! 

          Through the years, countless schools, 

theaters and pageants have performed a version 

of the Charlie Brown Christmas story and I’ve seen 

most of them. But this year, something different 

jumped out at me. I never noticed it before, but 

now I can’t stop thinking about it. Right in the 

middle of speaking, Linus drops his blanket. . . .  

          Charlie Brown is best known for his yellow 

striped shirt and Lucy is well recognized in a blue 

dress, but Linus is most associated with his ever-

present, increasingly tattered, security blanket. 

Ron Otto 

Preaching Minister 

Throughout the story, Peanuts, Snoopy, Sally and 

especially Lucy all work to no avail to separate 

Linus from his blanket. And even though his 

security blanket remains a major source of ridicule 

for the lad, Linus simply refuses to give it up. Until 

this moment when he simply drops it. 

          In that moment, in front of the entire world, 

just as Linus shares what “Christmas is all 

about,” he drops his security blanket, and I am 

now convinced that this is intentional. Just as he 

utters the words “fear not,” he lets go of the one 

thing he’s constantly been grasping.   

          Looking at it now—knowing that Charles 

Schulz was an open follower of Jesus—it’s all pretty 

clear as to what Mr. Schulz was doing. And it’s so 

simple; it’s brilliant.  

          Embracing the birth of Jesus can separate us 

from our fears. The birth of Jesus frees us from the 

habits we are unable (or unwilling) to break 

ourselves. The birth of Jesus allows us to simply 

drop our false security we have been grasping, 

and learn to trust and cling to him instead.  

          The world of 2018 can be a scary place and 

most of us find ourselves grasping at something 

temporal for security. Yet, in a simple cartoon and 

within just a few lines, Linus teaches us to “fear 

not” and let go of the blanket. In the midst of fear 

and insecurity, this simple cartoon from 1965 

continues to inspire us that true security is only 

found in one place . . . in one person. Jesus. 

 

 
 

Upcoming Jesus. Messages: 

 

Jan 7 Jesus’ Parable of Ten Minas Luke 19:11–27 

Jan 14 Jesus’ Triumphal ‘Kingly’ Entry Luke 19:28–48 

Jan 21 Jesus’ Authority   Luke 20:1–26 

Jan 28 Jesus on Resurrection/Marriage Luke 20:27–40 
 

As we continue on in our Jesus. series, be reading 

and looking ahead at the above passages. 

 



 

Interested in Membership?      

Ready for your Next Step? 
Join our LifeStep 1: Discover Lincoln 

Christian Church. Explore your faith 

and the beliefs of Lincoln Christian 

Church in a relaxed setting with Ron 

Otto and Brandon Boyd. You’ll get to 

ask any questions you have as well 

as meet others who are exploring the same 

journey.  This class meets on Sunday, January 28 

from 5:00-7:00 p.m. in Family Room 1. It’s free, it’s 

casual, and we provide dinner (but not childcare). 

Sign-up at the Welcome Center. 

 

Spring Sign-ups 
On January 7 and 14, 2018 you will have a great 

opportunity to sign up for your next steps at Lincoln 

Christian Church in two important areas: 

  

LifeGroups, Sunday School, and Bible Studies 

On these two Sundays, you can find out how 

to join a smaller group within your church that 

emphasizes Bible study, friendships, and 

personal growth in faith. We will have studies 

for couples, for men, and for women. There are 

opportunities both for those with questions 

about their new faith and for those who want 

to take their faith to the next level. 
 

Ministry Teams 

Another important way to grow in your faith is 

by serving others. It takes over 400 people 

each week to help with all the ministry of 

Lincoln Christian Church, so why not start 

there? On our sign up Sundays, you will be 

able to find out more information and sign up 

for an area of service where you can make a 

significant impact. Watch for more details. 

 

 Thank you to all our leaders 
As we end this semester of discipleship ministry and 

look forward to the new year, I want to take a 

minute to thank all of our leaders who invest time 

and energy into helping people to: follow Jesus, 

be changed by Jesus, and be on mission with 

Jesus.  Your are making an eternal impact! 
  

Brandon Boyd 

Minister of  

Adult Discipleship 

Wednesday Bible Study 
          

Join Dr. Bob Monts for a six-week study, starting 

January 10. This study will examine what we can 

learn about living in the 21st century from those 

living in the 1st century. The study will urge you to 

keep your eye on our true home and not our 

temporary home. It will focus on how to live as one 

who doesn't fit. Study begins January 10 at 6:30 

p.m. in Family Room 1. 

 

Ladies Bible Study 
On January 7 and 14, you can 

sign up for the spring session of 

Ladies Bible Study—All Things New 

by Kelly Minter, a study of 2 

Corinthians. Our Monday session 

begins January 29 at 6:30 p.m. 

and the Tuesday session begins 

January 30 at 1:00 p.m. Cost is $15. 

  

Men on Fire 
Join with other men as they 

study what it means to live 

out biblical manhood. Men 

on Fire meets in Room 300 

Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. The Spring semester 

begins January 10. Find more information at 

menonfire.org. 

 

Adult Discipleship Website 

For the latest information on the adult discipleship 

ministry, check out the website—   

lccdiscipleshipministry.wordpress.com. 



Zach Ramsey 

Student Minister 

 

Student Ministry Website: 
lccstudents.com. 

 

 

 

Text Updates! 
For Jr. High, text Fuel to 40650. For 

High School, text Gathering to 40650.  

 

Spring Calendar 
Head to lccstudents.com/events to see the 

Student Ministry calendar. 

 

The Gathering (9th – 12th Grade Youth 

Group) resumes Sunday Jan 8 6:30–

8:00 p.m. Doors open at 6:00 p.m. 

 

Fuel (5th–8th Grade Youth Group) 

resumes Wednesday Jan 11 6:30–7:50 

p.m. Doors open at 6:15 p.m. 

 

Post – High School 
We will have Post after The Gathering Sunday, 

January 14 from 8:00–9:00 p.m. Post is a chance to 

kick back and have some fun. We will play games 

and chillax. Seniors bring drinks and snacks!!!  

 

 

SuperStart – 5th Graders Only! 
Hey 5th Graders, SuperStart is March 9th–10th in 

Bloomington, IL. $70 plus 2 meals. Non-Refundable 

deposit of $35 due Sunday, January 28. 

 

 

Believe – 6th–8th Grade 
Hey 6th–8th Graders, Believe is April 7th–8th in 

Anderson, IN. $115 plus 3 meals. Non-Refundable 

deposit of $55 due Sunday, February 25. 

 

 

Move  – 9th–12th Grade 
Hey 8th–12th Graders, Move is July 9–14 in 

Wheaton, IL. $350 plus meals. Non-Refundable 

deposit TBA. 

 

 

 

8th Grade Scholarships for CIY Move 
8th Grade Students who attend CIY Believe April 7

–8 can apply for a scholarship 

for $110 for Move. That means 

that what you pay for Believe 

is taken off the cost for Move. 

Watch for applications! 

 

 

8 Tutors Needed 
We need 8 adults who can help elementary kids 

with their homework on Monday afternoons 3:15–

4:15 p.m. at the church building. This is a great 

way to share the love of Jesus with students who 

do not know Christ. Contact Nautika at 

nautika.bown@lincolnchristianchurch.org or the 

Church Office at 217.732.7618. 

 

 

Mission Dominican Meeting 
Our next Team Meeting will 

be Monday, May 23, at 7:00 

p.m. in Rooms 15/16.  

 

 

IMPORTANT 
Kroger Fundraising Info! 

 

If you are interested in or already have a Kroger Plus 
Card and would like to help fund raise for LCC's 
General Youth Fund by easily earning rebates on 
shopping you'll already be doing, please see the 1/2 
pink sheet at the Student Info Desk (corner of Family 
Room)! If you enrolled your Kroger Plus Card with LCC 
in 2017, we thank you for your earnings! If you'd like 
to continue (or start afresh in 2018) we need ALL 
willing participants to (re)enroll for 2018; this is our 
friendly annual reminder! Visit kroger.com/
communityrewards and either sign in with your 
existing Kroger info, or start afresh by creating a new 
account with Kroger! You'll need an email to complete 
their instructions, and to start earning rewards in 
2018 for LCC's General Youth Fund. Follow their 
simple directions and you'll be set up ASAP! Select our 
Lincoln Kroger and choose L.C.C. (N.P.O. #: 10095); you 
can start earning within the following 10 business 
days! Happy shopping and thank you for earning for 
LCC's Youth! 

 

 

WELCOME  
Students   Parents 

http://www.kroger.com/communityrewards
http://www.kroger.com/communityrewards


 

KIDS WORSHIP — January 2018 
Level Up — Good vs. Evil 
Super Heroes! They are all around 

us! Movies, cartoons, video 

games, toys, costumes, 

pajamas, house slippers, 

you name it, there is a lot 

of “stuff” focused on 

Super Heroes! Each of 

their stories has something 

to do with good vs. evil. In 

a kid’s world, Super Heroes 

are always equipped with just 

what they need to fight the evil villain and good 

prevails! That makes for interesting entertainment, 

but what about the evil that kids face in real life?  

How can kids be brave and overcome the evil 

that is in their world? During the month of January 

we will discover that our God has armed us so that 

we can stand firm when the evil one attacks. We 

will find that Jesus’ power is strong and brings the 

ultimate victory! Make sure to join us as we find out 

what our key verse; “Be strong in the 

Lord,” (Ephesians 6:10) means when we practice 

doing just that! 
  

 The Armor of God. Ephesians 6:10–17. We wear 

the armor of God. 

 Jesus gets His Armor from God. Matthew 12:22–

29. We know Jesus is stronger than anything. 

 The Serpent Tempts Eve. Genesis 3:1–8. We say 

no to temptation.   

 God is Victorious. 1 Corinthians 15:20–28. We 

celebrate victory with Jesus. 

Marcia Wells 

Children’s Minister 

YOU’RE INVITED!  Sun., Jan. 7, 2018 
Sunday morning, January 7, 2018, we invite you to 

visit the Children’s Ministry! We take very seriously 

the safety of our children, so our Kids Ministry area 

is usually a closed area, however, we love for you 

to get a peek every now and then at what our 

kids are doing. If you would like visit, just come to 

the Kids Check In area and we will give you a pass 

and a tour that day! You’ll want to be sure to see 

the kids’ Impact Wall! It’s amazing! 

  
Calling ALL Kids—Sun., Jan. 14, 2018 
Sunday, January 14, 2018, our kids (3 y/o class 

through 4th graders,  who come to Kids Worship, 

Sunday School and Kids Club) will be doing 

something special in each of our four morning 

services. Kids should arrive by 8:30 a.m. and check 

in as usual.   

  

KIDS CLUB and MOMs Group 
Resume Wednesday, January 10, 6:30–7:45 p.m. 

 

Becoming a Christian Class 
Mondays, March 5–26, from 3:30–5:00 p.m. Watch 

the bulletin for sign ups! 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

   Merry Christmas!   

Ashley, Heather & Marcia 

         Merry  

     Christmas! 

LCC Preschool 



Laurin Hill 

Worship Minister 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to 

Celebrate! Christmas 2017 “Beautiful Name.” What 

beautiful moments of worship!! As I reflect on my 

eighth Celebrate! Christmas, with almost 200 

participants, what a blessing it is to work with each 

of you. I pray you are as blessed by participating 

as I was! Thanks to all of the choirs, the worship 

band, the handbells, and technical crew for your 

hard work and hours of rehearsal and preparation. 

Thanks to those who helped to set up and 

decorate the building. Thank you all for your gift of 

service! I pray that all who began the celebration 

of Christmas with us will continue to call on the 

beautiful, wonderful, powerful name of Jesus. 

Have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

 

UNdecking the halls! 
Everyone’s help is needed to take down our 

beautiful Christmas decorations throughout the 

building to be stored properly for their next use. If 

you love seeing the halls decked out for Christmas, 

won’t you consider coming to help us take it all 

down and put it away? We will be UNdecorating 

Tuesday, January 2, from 5:00–9:00 p.m. Many 

hands make light work! Your help is needed. 

Good News and HeartSong meet 

again January 7, 2018! 

Open enrollment thru January 
Good News (9th – 12th grade students) and 

HeartSong (5th – 8th grade students) will be taking 

a break for the holidays and resume rehearsing on 

Sunday, January 7. There is open enrollment until 

the end of January (Sundays—January 7, 14, 21, 

28) to make a commitment to the tours. If you 

would like more information on either group, 

please contact Laurin Hill at 217.732.7618 or 

laurin.hill@lincolnchristianchurch.org. 

          Good News meets each Sunday from 5:00–

6:00 p.m. as well as HeartSong from 6:00–7:00 p.m. 

Now is the time to invite your friends to join us for 

our upcoming tours. 

          HeartSong will go on mini-tour April 20–22, 

2018 with our home concert Sunday afternoon, 

April 22 at 4:00 p.m. 

          Good News will be on tour from June 5–12, 

2018, touring around the Midwest. Our Good News 

home concert is Monday, June 4, 2018 at 7:00 p.m.  

  

Kid’s Choirs resume January 7! 
The Kid’s Choirs (3 y/o through 4th graders) 

rehearse from 6:00–7:00 p.m. each Sunday in 

preparation for our spring musical “StarQuest.” Get 

it on your calendar for Monday, May 7 at 6:30 p.m.  

We’ll be working hard and having a ton of fun in 

the coming months. See you Sunday nights!   

  

Sanctuary Choir resumes January 3! 
The Sanctuary Choir resumes rehearsing 

Wednesday, January 3, from 6:30–7:45 p.m. We 

sing and lead worship each week in the 8:15 a.m. 

Sanctuary service. We always welcome new 

voices. Come and lift your voice! 

          A few more dates of importance to mark on 

your calendar: 

 The Service of Shadows | Thursday, March 29 

 Easter Service | Sunday, April 1 

mailto:laurin.hill@lincolnchristianchurch.org


Local Impact Highlight: 
Local Impact Activities 2017 
 

THANK YOU CHURCH! 
 

          Your Local Impact team wanted to share 

some of the ways your money was used  in 2017.  

We have been able to help over 90 families in the 

first 11 months of the year: 

 We have helped with utilities such as electric, 

gas, water, and sewer. 

 We were able to help one of our faithful 

families with some unexpected medical bills. 

 We helped build a wheel chair ramp. We 

purchased and installed (with the help of a 

church volunteer) an exterior door. 

 During this past Thanksgiving  we prepared and 

delivered a wonderful Thanksgiving meal to 

two families. 

 We also delivered 12 very generous (a variety 

of groceries) food baskets to 12 families. A 

member of our Local Impact Team donated 

240 cans of vegetables to help fill the food 

baskets. We still have a lot of them left to meet 

future needs! 

 The church was given 5 turkeys and we found 

a home for all of them. We even cooked one 

for a church member. 

 We donated and prepared meals for the 

Quest kids on two occasions. 

 A nice bed was donated to us which we gave 

to one of our church members who was in 

great need of a bed. 

 We delivered an electric blanket to an elderly 

lady who is recovering from an accident. She 

said she was always cold and couldn't seem to 

get warm; so she was very excited to receive 

this gift. 

Testimony: One woman who received groceries, 

cried saying, “You have no idea what this means 

to me just to know someone cared and was 

thinking of me.” 

                                                                                                                             

It is a joy for us to reach out like this. Thank you for 

making it possible for us to serve in this ministry. 

 

Christmas Eve Special Offering 
During the Christmas Eve Candlelight, Carols, & 

Communion services (at 4:00, 6:00, & 8:00 p.m.) 

there will be a special offering taken up in order to 

collect extra funds for LCC’s Local Impact ministry. 

This ministry offers direct crisis intervention to those 

in need in the Lincoln community. Your special 

offering on this night will help Local Impact reach 

even more people in 2018. If you are unable to 

attend but would like to give, you may send your 

gift to the Church Office at 204 N. McLean St. 

Lincoln, IL 62656. 

Global Impact Highlight: 
Rondal & Janice Smith—Pioneer Bible Society 
 

          The Ukraine has appeared 

in the news often as Russia has 

tried to retake it. However, God 

has other plans not bound by 

politics. Rondal is the Director of 

European Recruitment and 

Development for PBI; as a 

result he makes frequent trips to 

Ukraine which is now the PBI 

branch in Eastern Europe. This 

was a strategic move as 

nationals are now able to take up more of the 

translation and distribution duties. 

          Give thanks for these praises: Roma & Romani 

are (gypsy) leaders in the region learning how to 

sponsor Mother Tongue Conferences—occasions 

enabling education in the acquisition of second 

languages. Twenty prayer groups are implementing 

the ideas in Greg Pruitt’s book Extraordinary Prayer, 

focusing on the unreached and Bibleless peoples. 

          Pray for the following: That Pioneer Bible Ukraine 

will effectively mobilize churches and recruit, train, 

and assign candidates to PBT (Pioneer Bible 

Translators) with the goals of having four new 

candidates and two new language 

projects by the end of 2018. Pray that churches in 

Poland will officially establish a movement among 

churches to send missionaries to join PBT; this requires 

having a government-registered agency in order 

to recruit two new candidates by the end of 2018 for 

the Bible Translation ministry. Jan Barczuk, a native 

of Poland and an assistant to Rondal, is also 

supported by Lincoln Christian Church. Pray for him to 

achieve adequate financial support. 

 

 

News for the Family! 
 

New Members by Baptism: 
Justin Harnacke – 11/30/17 

Chance Deilkes – 12/3/17 

Megan Bantz – 12/3/17 

Michael Bantz – 12/3/17 

Beth Guy – 12/17/17 
 

New Members by Transfer: 
Jamie Harnacke – 11/30/17 

Linda Kelly – 12/3/17 
 

Sympathy & Prayers: 
Linda Sullivan, Denny Davis and families at the passing 

of their aunt, Libby Baugham; Laurin & Sheri Hill and 

family at the passing of Laurin’s Aunt Lynn; Barry & 

Julie King and family at the passing of Barry’s mother, 

Anita King. 
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