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Stupid is as Stupid does! 
 

What a mess! Do you ever watch the news and 

think, “People are idiots?” I do! It pains me to 

watch society unravel. I hate the chaos. Is all of it 

ignorance or just plain old stupidity? There is a 

difference you know! There are many things I’m 

ignorant about, such as plumbing, car repair, and 

electrical wiring. But that doesn’t make me stupid. 

It simply means I lack the knowledge needed to 

do these things. (I know, you’re thinking there are 

a lot of other things that make Ron stupid. You’re 

all very funny!)   

          Stupidity, on the other hand, is having 

knowledge and making dimwitted decisions.  

Stupidity is the guy who has heard all the warnings 

about toasters and still chooses to put a fork down 

one. Stupidity is the woman who has heard the 

warnings about electricity and water and still 

chooses to curl her hair in the bathtub. I’m sorry, 

but this goes way beyond ignorance. Face it; 

people are stupid. 

          It is because of this fact that manufacturers 

have had to go to great lengths to warn people of 

all the potential dangers of their product being 

misused. Most product-liability cases allege that a 

manufacturer failed to sufficiently warn of the risk 

of using a particular product. Remember the $2.7 

million lawsuit against McDonalds for scalding a 

customer with coffee? Now a cup of coffee 

warns, “Caution: Contents Hot!” In the word’s of 

my granddaughter, “Like Duh!” Warnings abound: 

 On a Superman costume: “Caution: For play 

only. Cape does not enable user to fly.” 

 On a toboggan: “Manufacturer advises users 

to avoid trees, stumps, rocks, branches or 

manmade obstacles. This product does not 

have brakes.” 

 On a bag of Fritos: “You could be a winner! No 

purchase necessary. Details inside.” 

 On a frozen desert pie: “Do not turn upside 

down.” (As printed on the bottom of the box.) 

 On a clothing iron: “Do not iron clothes on 

body.” 

 On a bottle of Nytol (A SLEEP AID): “Warning: 

may cause drowsiness.” 

 On a chainsaw: “Warning; Do not attempt to 

stop chain with your hands.” 

Ron Otto 

Preaching Minister 

          Give me a break. Who needs instructions 

and warnings like these? Stupid people! Right?  

I don’t want you think that I’m just venting here 

and that I have no point to make. I have a point. 

And I don’t have to stretch to make it either. Just 

as there is a difference between ignorance and 

stupidity; there is also a difference between 

worldly wisdom and godly wisdom.  

“For the wisdom of this world is foolishness 

before God. He is the one who catches the 

wise in their craftiness. The Lord knows the 

thoughts of the wise, that they are useless” 

(I Corinthians 3:19-20).  

Paul further said of his time, “Professing to be wise, 

they became fools” (Romans 1:18). The same 

could be said of this time too. 

          All godly wisdom begins with just two things: 

the bible and Jesus. So again to Paul’s wisdom: 

“Know the sacred writings which are able to give 

you the wisdom that leads to salvation through 

faith which is in Christ Jesus” (II Timothy 3:15). 

          As long as people continue ignoring the 

scriptures, as long as they continue disregarding 

God’s wisdom, as long as they continue snubbing 

Christ, they’ll continue being a messed up, broken, 

stupid people. Hate will reign and hope will wane.  

          What we need most right now will not come 

from any politician, nor political group, nor 

demonstration, nor cause, nor protest, nor rally.  

We need godly wisdom which comes from people 

who know the scriptures and follow Jesus. Could 

that be you?    

 

Upcoming Jesus. Messages: 
 

Sept 3 Jesus’ Parable of the Rich Fool Luke 12:13–21 

Sept 10 Jesus on Worry   Luke 12:22–34 

Sept 17 Jesus on Being Ready  Luke 12:35–59 

Sept 24 Jesus on Repentance  Luke 13:1–9 
 

As we continue on in our Jesus. series, be reading 

and looking ahead at the above passages. 

 



 

 LifeGroup 
 

 

 
 

What is an Adult LifeGroup? What do they do?  

How does it differ from a Sunday School class?

LifeGroups are 10 to 14 people who meet together 

on a regular basis (about three times per month), 

usually in a home. Groups have prayer time, 

fellowship, Bible study, and often food! By contrast, 

our Sunday School classes are larger gatherings 

that meet on Sunday morning and always 

welcome new people. 
 

Why be in a LifeGroup? 

LifeGroups help people connect relationally so 

that they can grow spiritually. LifeGroups are 

where people find the needed encouragement 

and friendship in order to deepen their faith. 
 

How long will I be with this group? 

Your group commitment will be September 

through December; after this time you may 

choose to stay in that group or join a new group in 

the spring. 
 

What do I do with my kids? 

Groups that meet on Sunday nights can use the 

church’s children’s program for their kids if they 

enroll them in children’s choir. Other groups 

frequently make their own arrangements. 
 

How can someone join a LifeGroup? 

Sign-up in the Family Room beginning August 20.  

We will work with LifeGroup leaders and coaches 

to place you in a new or existing group. 

 

Adult Sunday School 
Eight classes meet every week at 9:30 a.m. They 

are a great place to study the Bible with friends. 
 

Interested in Membership?      
Join our LifeStep 1: Discover Lincoln 

Christian Church. Explore your faith and 

the beliefs of Lincoln Christian Church 

in a relaxed setting with Ron Otto and 

Brandon Boyd. This class meets on 

Sunday, September  24 from 5:00-7:00 p.m. Find 

more detail or sign up at the Welcome Center. 

 

 

Brandon Boyd 

Minister of  

Adult Discipleship We all need a plan for our money. Financial Peace 

University (FPU) is that plan! It teaches God 

honoring ways of handling money through video 

teaching, class discussions and interactive small 

group activities. FPU presents biblical and practical 

steps to get from where you are to where you've 

dreamed you could be. This plan will show you 

how to get rid of debt, manage your money, 

spend and save wisely, and much more!  
 

The FPU Free Preview event is Wednesday, 

September 6 at 6:30 p.m. Sign up for the preview in 

the Family Room beginning August 20. Classes will 

meet on Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. starting 

September 20. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
New Wednesday Study 
Join us for a six-week study on the book of 

Revelation, led by LCU professor Dr. Mark 

Mangano. Mark is a gifted scholar and will help us 

understand and apply this challenging book. This 

study begins September 6 at 6:30 p.m.  No 

registration necessary. 
 

Women’s Bible Study 
The fall session of Women’s Bible 

Study will study “Finding I Am” by 

Lisa TerKeurst. There will be both 

a Monday evening (6:30 p.m.) 

and Tuesday afternoon (1:00 

p.m.) session. You can register  in 

the Family Room starting August 

20. The cost is $15. 
 

Next Men On Fire Series!  
Sign-ups start August 20 with 

more information about how 

a man can grow in his faith, 

his leadership, and his 

marketplace influence. You 

can also contact Tim Becke 

at 217.871.2681 or tim@menonfire.org for details. 
 

Adult Discipleship Website 
For the latest information on the adult discipleship 

ministry, check out the website—   

lccdiscipleshipministry.wordpress.com. 



Zach Ramsey 

Student Minister 

 

 

 

Student Ministry 

Website: lccstudents.com 

 

 

 

Text Updates! 
For Jr. High, text Fuel to 40650. For 

High School, text Gathering to 40650.  

 

Fall Calendars 
Be sure to pick up Fall Calendars for 

both Jr. High and High School at the 

Student Info Desk or download online 

at lccstudents.com. 

 

Fall Sunday School | 5th–12th Grade 
Our fall classes for Sunday School begin Sunday 

August 27. This year our classes will meet in the 

following rooms: 

5th Grade – Rm. 17 

6th–7th Grade – Family Rm. 2 

8th Grade – Rm. 11 

9th–10th Grade – Rm. 12 

11th–12th Grade – Rm. 208 

Sunday School meets from 9:30–10:40 a.m. 

 

 

Fuel (5th–8th Grade Youth 

Group) starts Wednesday, 

September 6, 6:30–7:50 p.m. 

Doors open at 6:15 p.m.  

 

 

The Gathering (9th–12th Grade 

Youth Group) starts Sunday 

September 10th 6:30– 8:00 p.m. 

Doors open at 6:00 p.m.  

 

Pizza Bash – High School 
We will have two Pizza Bashes this year after the 

LCHS football games from 9:00–11:00 p.m. Just $5/

ea. at the door and new 2017–18 form. 

 Sept. 8 -– Zach & Betsy’s house 1317 Pulaski St. 

 Oct. 20 – Andi & Garrett’s house 610 ½ 

                       Broadway Apt. 2 

Post – High School 
We will have Post after The Gathering Sunday 

September 17 from 8:00–9:00 p.m. We will play 

some dodgeball with a few surprises. Seniors brings 

drinks and snacks.  

 

See You At The Pole 
For 6th–12th Graders! Meet at 7:00 a.m. 

Wednesday, September 27, at your flagpole to 

pray with other students for your school.  

 

Jr. High Bash – Jr. High 
Hey 6th–8th Graders, the Jr. High Bash will be 

Friday, September 22, from 6:00–9:00 p.m. It is 

going to be incredible. We will have pizza, pop, 

and tons of games. It is going to be awesome! 

Only $5! 

 

Jr. High Fall Retreat 
This retreat is for 7th–8th Graders. Join us October 

20–22 as we head to Little Galilee. We will have 

small group time, group games, capture the flag 

and tons more! The point of the retreat is to get 

away from the distractions in life and focus on 

God. Sign up at the Student Info Desk (Corner of 

the Family Room). The retreat costs $35 for 

everything! 

 

 

Hey High School Students! We are heading to the 

Students International Conference on Missions in 

Peoria, IL November 17–18. It is an incredible 

conference that will help you see all cultures 

through the eyes of God. You don’t want to miss it! 

Go to lccstudents.com/events for more info or 

grab a packet at the Student Info Desk. 

 

Sign up for                                      TODAY! 

LCC’s Family Fundraising Accounts help raise funds 

through physical gift cards/certificates or online 

gifts cards that earn rebate percentages for 

students and families to use for trips! To learn more 

or register see Jenni at the Student Info Desk 

(corner of the Family Room) on Sundays or call the 

Church Office at 217.732.7618. 

WELCOME  
Students   Parents 



 

KIDS WORSHIP — September 2017 
Extreme Makeover — 

  Christ-Centered Attitudes 
It’s back to school time! This 

can be a tricky time for kids: 

resuming schedules, 

adjusting to a new 

classroom, a new 

teacher, new kids, and 

maybe even a new 

school. Many changes can 

happen during the summer 

and all of these things can bring 

about some positive and  negative emotions. And, 

in the end, cause some struggles with previously 

healthy attitudes. During the month of September 

our kids will be in a series during Kids Worship time 

at 8:15 and 11:00 a.m. learning about how we can 

develop Christ-centered attitudes in our lives. We’ll 

learn from some people who certainly had some 

struggles in their lives, yet they focused on the One 

who guides us and brings peace: people like 

Hannah and Paul. We will discover how they 

made godly choices and how we can too. Our 

key verse is Philippians 2:5, “Have the same 

attitude that Christ Jesus had.” Parents, if you 

would like to review what we study with your kids, 

the titles and texts are below, and the main point 

is listed in italics.   
 
 

 Hannah Gives Her Son to God. 1 Samuel 1.   

We thank God for good things. 

 The Pharisee and the Tax Collector.  Luke 18:9–

14. We’re humble before God.   

 A Woman Anoints Jesus’ Feet.  Luke 7:36–50.  

We serve others. 

 Twelve Spies Report on Canaan.  Numbers 

13:17–14:9. We trust that God is with us. 

 Paul Is Shipwrecked.  Acts 27:13-25; Philippians 

4:10–13. We accept what God gives us. 

 

M.O.M.s GROUP 
Join our MOMs group as they 

study, pray and just hang out 

together this fall!  

Wednesday’s, 6:30-7:45.  

Childcare provided.  

 

 

 

Marcia Wells 

Children’s Minister 

Lincoln Christian Church Preschool has just a few 

spots in our three-day class. Our four-day class is 

currently full. If you have a preschooler or know of 

someone looking for a quality program to help 

their child develop and grow as they prepare for 

Kindergarten, give Jenni a call today at (217) 732-

7618. And remember, with our Scrip fundraising 

program, you have an option to reduce your out 

of pocket cost for preschool tuition.  
 

KIDS CLUB KICKOFF SEPT. 6, 2017 
New this fall: GOING VERTICAL! 

This fall our Wednesday night Kids Club will be on a 

new adventure. They will be “Going Vertical.” This 

series is a study of discipleship for kids. They will 

discover what the Bible has to say to them about 

how they live as kids in a world that can pull them 

in many directions. AND, this program features a 

fun team aspect with activities to get kids moving 

while they learn! We are excited to dig deep this 

fall and hope that your child will join us each 

Wednesday night, 6:30–7:45 p.m. Kids Club is for 

children who are three year’s old by September 1 

through fourth graders.  
 

 

 

Final Pool Party 
Our final pool party before the 

pool closes will be Sunday, 

August 27, 6:00–8:00 p.m. at the 

Lincoln Rec Center. Free 

admission! Make sure to bring 

some friends and join us!!!! 
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Laurin Hill 

Worship Minister 

 

Good News is for students in 9th thru 12th grade students. Kickoff is 

Sunday, September 10, at 5:00 p.m. Good News consists of the Student Choir, 

Student Worship Band, *T.R.A.S.H., *Student Drama Team, and Student Tech 

Crü. Good News includes relevant music, focused drama, and great service 

opportunities in a fast-paced, high-energy environment all leading up to a 

fantastic 8-day tour, Tuesday to Tuesday, June 5–12, 2018! 

 

*by audition 

HeartSong is for 5th thru 8th grade students. Kickoff is Sunday, September 

10, at 6:00 p.m. HeartSong includes service opportunities in music, worship, 

drama, and T.R.A.S.H.! HeartSong will participate in the Harvest of Talents 

Celebration service, Celebrate! Christmas this fall, as well as a three-day tour 

April 20–22, 2018. HeartSong rehearses each Sunday from 6:00–7:00 p.m. Bring 

your friends! 

The Sanctuary Choir has already kicked off for the year, but you can 

jump in anytime. The Sanctuary Choir meets each Wednesday night from 

6:30–7:45 p.m. (except for Wednesday, Sept. 6 - Laurin will be away at a 

conference). We present special music and lead worship each Sunday in 

the 8:15 a.m. Sanctuary service. Our first anthem will be Sunday, September 

10. The Sanctuary Choir is open to those in high school and older. Worship 

Team vocalists for the 8:15 a.m. Sanctuary service are selected from the 

Sanctuary Choir. 

Kid’s Choirs Kid’s Choirs 

Kid’s Choirs will kickoff on Sunday, September 10, at 6:00 p.m. Kids will  

be placed in one of two choirs based on age by September 1: ages 3yo, 

4yo, 5yo (Cherubs) & 1st thru 4th grades. We have a lot of exciting things 

planned this fall and an awesome spring musical for May 2018. We’ll meet 

each Sunday evening from 6:00–7:00 p.m. to have fun learning about Jesus, 

music, and worship. Invite your friends! Aftercare is available until 7:45 p.m. 

for those parents involved in small groups. 

Sanctuary choir 

GOOD NEWS GOOD NEWS 



Local Impact Highlight: 
Lincoln Christian University 
 

LCU has been educating Kingdom-minded leaders 

to serve in the church and the world for nearly 75 

years. Through rigorous academic training, 

inspiring spiritual growth, and engaging social 

experiences, LCU has been accomplishing this 

objective year after year. By designing a Christ-

centered curriculum, the university strives to meet 

the various needs of students that not only 

prepares them for their chosen profession, but also 

gives them the knowledge and desire to live out 

their faith in this fallen world. Our students come for 

a major. They leave on a mission. 

          Lincoln Christian Church was the founding 

church of the school (then Lincoln Bible Institute) 

and has been a faithful advocate ever since. The 

school started with 15 students in a rented 

classroom at Lincoln College and now serves 

hundreds of students on its own campus. 

Throughout its history, over 16,000 Christian leaders 

have studied here; these leaders serve 

in all 50 states and 167 different countries around 

the world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          LCU took the opportunity at this year’s 

Founders’ Day to honor Leon Appel, who 

served Lincoln Christian University (then College) as 

President from 1972–1974. Leon exemplified 

servant leadership as a Christian leader and as the 

former preacher at Lincoln Christian Church. LCU 

also took the opportunity to honor Leon’s wife, 

Veva Appel, by awarding her the 2017 

Distinguished Service Award. This award recognizes 

and honors Veva’s lifelong faithful service. 

          At Commencement this year, LCU awarded 

215 total degrees with 108 being Undergraduate 

degrees and certificates and 107 Graduate and 

Seminary degrees. 

          We want to thank our founding church for 

your continued support throughout these many 

years. May our partnership continue, as we work 

together, to birth many more leaders for kingdom 

service in the name of Jesus. 

Global Impact Highlight: 
Johnny & Janelle Knox Family, Myanmar 

 

It is not often, if ever, that a missionary 

asks that their monthly support check 

go to another missionary . . . and yet, 

this is precisely what Johnny asked his 

supporting churches to do. The Knox 

family requested churches to send their 

July checks to David Dale and his 

family who have been successful 

missionaries in Laos, but now are 

transitioning to the Team Expansion 

staff—the mission-sending organization with whom 

Scott and Kerryn Shaw are affiliated. 

          David Dale is the individual who first introduced 

Johnny & Janelle to the opportunities to serve in 

Southeast Asia by helping nationals build businesses. 

Currently, Johnny is busy with Opportunities Now, a 

business enterprise he works with in order to show 

church leaders how they can support themselves 

financially as they plant churches in the Buddhist 

nation of Myanmar. Janelle is busy homeschooling 

their children. In addition to celebrating their ninth 

wedding anniversary, they have celebrated three 

family birthdays recently and participated in the 

wedding of their Burmese household helper. 

          Continue to pray for their health during the 

“rainy” season as sickness often increases. Pray for 

safety in their traveling as they must leave the country 

at least once this upcoming year to renew their visas. 

          ICOM (International Conference on Missisons) is 

being held in Peoria, IL, this fall, November 17–19. Save 

the dates as this is the closest site for us to attend. The 

convention consists of a great variety of activities: 4 

main sessions, workshops, scavenger hunt, student 

college exhibits, and a building project—something 

for every age group. Registration fees will be paid for 

our entire membership so take advantage of this 

opportunity to see what God is doing around the 

world. More information is available at the Welcome 

Center in the Family Room. 
 

News for the Family! 
 

New Members by Baptism: 
Ridge Redfairn – 7/30/17 

Mesa McCloud – 8/9/17 

Natalie Oltmanns – 8/20/17 
 

Special Occasions: 
Marriage of Thomas (Tom) O. Myers and Marjory 

(Marge) C. Iden – 9/2/17 

Marriage of Eliason (Eli) J. Godfrey and Jennifer 

(Jenni) P. Kascel – 9/2/17. 
 

Ways to Give 
See the giving page on the website: 

lincolnchristianchurch.org/give. 
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