Worship Services
8:15 a.m. | Sanctuary
8:15 a.m. | Fellowship Center
9:30 a.m. | Fellowship Center
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JOIN US THESE SUNDAYS!
May 13, 2018
Come celebrate our
mothers and everything
they do for us.

May 20, 2018
Come support our
students as they lead
worship and deliver
the message.
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Website www.lincolnchristianchurch.org

Ron Otto
Preaching Minister

Treasure Hunter
There is a treasure hidden in the Rocky Mountains. I
go backpacking every year in the mountains of
Colorado; mostly for the spiritual renewal but I’m
going to start keeping my eyes more open for
treasure now.
According to the story, four years ago, a man
named Forrest Fenn, a Santa Fe bazllionaire, hid a
treasure chest full of booty including priceless
ancient artifacts, gold nuggets and precious jewels
estimated at $3 million. The treasure is still waiting to
be found, but is now rumored to be worth as much
as $5 million.
Because Forrest Fenn is such an incredible
character (think Will Rogers with some added
Indiana Jones), I’ve started looking forward to his
yearly updates of new clues about the treasure.
Fenn has admitted that the treasure is hidden
somewhere in the Rocky Mountains north of Santa
Fe, higher than 5,000 feet above sea level; and it’s
not in Nevada, Idaho, Utah or Canada.
He has even written a book titled, Too Far to
Walk, which includes a pullout map. “The map
shows the area in which the treasure is hidden,” says
Fenn with a mischievous grin, “But there’s no X on
it.” There might not be an X marking the treasure’s
location, but the two-page map, made especially
for Fenn’s book, includes a 24-line poem with clues
to the treasure’s location. Finn has said, “The
treasure is not easy to find, but it certainly isn’t
impossible. All someone has to do is solve the clues
in the poem and the chest can be theirs.”
“Included on the chest is my autobiography,”
he said. “If someone finds the treasure far into the
future, I want them to know who did such an
outrageous thing. So I pulled a couple of white hairs
from my head and put them in the jar that contains
my autobiography.”
And what does Fenn have to say about all the
publicity and commotion his hidden treasure story
has generated? He replied, “I’ve never said what I
though the treasure is worth because I don’t know,
but writers keep upping its worth. When the value
gets to $10 million I’m going back to get it.”
Since we have no Rocky Mountains in Lincoln,
Illinois, if I ever hope to come across the treasure,
I’m going to have to head west. In other words, one
has to go where the treasure is.

Jesus spoke of treasure. He once compared
the Kingdom of God to a treasure. “The kingdom
of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a
man found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy
went and sold all he had and bought that
field” (Matthew 13:44).
He also added, “Again, the kingdom of
heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls.
When he found one of great value, he went away
and sold everything he had and bought it
(Matthew 13:45-46).
Now, most scholars believe the man in the
parable is representative of mankind (all of us)
who should be willing to give up everything we
have in order to get the treasure of God’s
kingdom. A “you’ve-got-to-go-for-the-whole-deal”
kind of behavior. But what happens to the parable
if the man is Jesus? What happens if He is the one
making the discovery of a lifetime? If that is true,
then what is the treasure? (Or should I ask “who?”)
Maybe we become the treasure. He gives up
everything (even his own life) to take hold of you.
Suddenly, we become the treasure he is so
excited about; a treasure of great value.
Looking at this parable this way, two things
should happen: First, we should feel pretty good
about ourselves here—come on, we’re treasure!
Second, we should marvel more at Jesus who was
willing give up everything just to get us.
Do you get what I’m hinting at? In the
kingdom of God, you and I are the treasure. Oh
sure, God is our treasure. Heaven is our treasured
reward. Jesus and his saving grace is our heart’s
deepest treasure. Those all preach as well, but if I
am the treasure that Jesus wants more than life
itself, then that changes how I see myself today.
With that in mind, maybe we could discover
a little more joy, a little more fulfillment, a little
more happiness in knowing that in Jesus’ eyes, you
are his treasured possession.

Upcoming Messages:
May 6
May 13
May 20
May 27

Global Impact Sunday
Mother’s Day
Student Sunday
Memorial Day Weekend

Brandon Boyd
Minister of
Adult Discipleship

Our LifeGroups will be taking a break for the
summer. But, there is still great opportunity to learn
the Bible, meet new friends, and serve our church
through Adult Sunday School Classes.
We currently have seven classes for adults that
meet every Sunday morning at 9:30 a.m. These
classes are taught by intelligent, committed
teachers and led by a dedicated team of leaders
who plan class parties and service projects.
Join one of our classes during the summer. Visit
several classes and pick the one where you feel
most comfortable. You can check the discipleship
website for more information.

FUN Groups
This summer take the time to make new friends
and share in some good, clean fun. You can
register for a Fun Group starting Sunday, May 6.
We will have lots of activities to choose from—
things like: eating out, scapbooking, bicycling with
the preacher, and more! We have groups for men,
women, couples, and families! Join a group and
get to know some great new people. Groups start
June 1 and continue through August 31.

Little Galilee Family Camp
A great opportunity for your family is the Little
Galilee Family Camp. This is a fun time to spend
time with family, grow in your faith, and make new
friends. Family Camp 1 meets May 25–28 and the
cost is reasonable. You can pick up a registration
form at the Welcome Center or online at:
www.littlegalilee.com.

Adult Discipleship Website

As a church we are committed to Jesus’ definition
of a disciple: A disciple is one who is following
Jesus. A disciple is a person who is being changed
by Jesus. A disciple is a person who is serving in the
mission of Jesus. I hope these principles will help
you as you grow in your faith.

For the latest information on the adult discipleship
ministry, check out the website—There is
information on classes, studies, LifeGroups, studies
for men, women, and couples.
lccdiscipleshipministry.wordpress.com.

Zach Ramsey
Student Minister
Jr. High Bible Study

Student Ministry Website:
lccstudents.com
WELCOME

This year at D.I.R.T. (Deep In Rich Truth), we will
work through the book of 1 Peter. Bible Study will
meet on Wednesday nights from 6:30–8:00 p.m. For
a list of locations visit lccstudents.com/events or
grab a physical summer calendar from the
Student Info Desk (coming 5/13). D.I.R.T. is for all
incoming 6th–8th graders.

Students Parents

Text Updates!
For Jr. High, text Fuel to 40650. For
High School, text Gathering to 40650.

Camp Scholarships Available!
We have 16 scholarships available for Jr. High and
High School students to help them attend camp at
Little Galilee Christian Camp. Applications can be
picked up at the Student Info Desk and are due
May 6. If you would like to use
your Family Fundraising
Account funds for camp,
contact Jenni by May 6.

Summer Calendars
Bible study and summer events information will be
in the Summer Calendars which will be available
online at lccstudents.com/events and at the
Student Info Desk May 13.

Mission Dominican Meeting
Our next Members Team
Meeting will be Monday,
May 21 at 7:00 p.m. Funds
are DUE at this meeting.

DATE CHANGE!!!
Friday, June 15 | 6:00–9:00 p.m.
For Incoming 9th–Graduates

High School Bible Study
At Greenhouse, we will work through the book of
James. Bible Study will meet on Wednesday nights
from 6:30–8:00 p.m. For a list of locations visit
lccstudents.com/events or grab a physical
summer calendar from the Student Info Desk
(coming 5/13). Greenhouse is for all incoming 9th–
Graduates.

OVER THE SUMMER!!
LCC’s Family Fundraising Accounts help raise funds
through physical gift cards/certificates
or online gifts cards that earn rebate
percentages for students and families
to use for trips! To learn more or register,
see Jenni at the Student Info Desk on
Sundays or call the Church Office at 217.732.7618.

Vacation Bible School 2018
Marcia Wells
Children’s Minister

KIDS WORSHIP — May 2018
Jesus’ Miracles
It seems every generation
proclaims, “we live in a
changing world.” Ours
is no different. We read
about kids
experiencing more
and more anxiety and
worry at younger and
younger ages. The
storms of life are real.
They are real for adults
and kids. Some may seem simple to “fix.” Passing
the spelling test is a real worry, so study a little
more. Making the cancer go away in someone
we love requires a different solution, but both
problems cause anxiety. During the month of May,
we will look at how God works in our lives to help
us with difficult issues. We will explore miracles
Jesus did. We will look at the powerful work of
Jesus that continues today! While we long for the
miracle, we will also discover that even when the
answer is not “yes,” hope remains sure. Fear is
often at the door, yet, the Jesus who did miracles
in Galilee is with us today just the same as he was
in a boat with the disciples. Today, he is available
to provide for our deepest needs. Through this
series, we pray our kids will learn they can depend
on Jesus when the storms of life swell.
Our key verse for this month is Psalm 77:14;
“You are the God of great wonders! You
demonstrate your awesome power among the
nations.” Moms and Dads, if you would like to talk
with your kids about our study the topics are listed
below:






Jesus Heals the Deaf and Mute Man. Mark 7:31
–37. We ask Jesus to heal us.
Jesus Brings Jairus’ Daughter Back to Life.
Mark 5:22–24,35–42. We hope in Jesus.
Jesus Calms the Storm. Luke 8:22–25. We go to
Jesus when we’re afraid.
Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand. John 6:1–14.
We trust God to provide.

KICKOFF EVENT |
Sunday, June 10, 2018
That’s right! Our Kick Off Registration event
is ONE WEEK before VBS! This is something new for
us this year! Our hope is that this will allow us to get
the word out to more kids in our community to join
us for VBS on the June 18! So start inviting kids now
because its going to be awesome!

VBS
Monday through Thursday, June 18–21, 2018
Join us at GAME ON VBS as we discover that Jesus
provides everything we need. We’ll be gearing up
for the big game! Kids will find out that on God’s
team, we train and help one another!
HERE’S HOW YOU CAN HELP!
1. Sign up to Volunteer
Volunteer forms are available at the
Welcome Center and at the Children’s Ministry
Check In Area. You can also email Marcia at
marcia.wells@lincolnchristianchurch.org. Be a part
of helping a kid discover God this summer!
2. Sign up to help with Supplies
It takes lots of supplies for VBS. Curriculum,
snacks, crafts and games all require a variety of
supplies. You will find sign up sheets for specific
needs at the Welcome Center and at the
Children’s Ministry Check-In Area.
3. Register Kids!
The most important component of VBS . . .
Kids . . . and lots of them! We need your help! Sign
your kids up, sign your grandkids up, sign up
neighbor kids, take this opportunity to impact
Lincoln this summer! VBS is a great opportunity to
reach out to families you know and invite them to
experience life at Lincoln Christian Church.
4. Pray
Jesus took little children to Himself and
prayed for them. Please pray over the children we
will meet this summer and pray for our workers as
they serve in Jesus’ name. Pray that this summer
will bring hope to kids we know (see Ephesians
1:18).

Laurin Hill
Worship Minister

Thank you
to the Easter Worship
Choir for leading in
worship in two services at
LCU! What a glorious
celebration of worship of our risen Savior!
Your next opportunity to sing in the large
worship choir is coming up in October for the
Harvest of Talents service at LCU, followed by the
Celebrate! Christmas Worship Choir.

HeartSong tour to Raymond!
HeartSong tour to Raymond, Illinois and Pleasant
Hill Christian Church was a fantastic trip April 20 –22!
Forty-two 5th-8th grade students and twelve
sponsors embarked on a three-day journey to Little
Galilee Christian Camp, Springfield, and down to
Raymond. We stayed Friday night at LGCC where
we rehearsed and did a service project on
Saturday morning to help get ready of the upcoming
camp season by clearing brush. Then we headed
to SkyZone in Springfield on our way down to
rehearse at PHCC in Raymond. We presented our
concert during the Sunday School time at 9:15
a.m. and then led worship and presented feature
music at the 10:15 a.m. worship service before
returning to present our home concert at 4:00 p.m.
on Sunday, April 22. Our servant towels were
definitely used as we served Christ!

Global Impact Highlight:

Local Impact Highlight:

Restoration House Ministries, New England

His Hands Outreach

Did you know that only 40%
of the churches that die
annually are replaced by
new congregations? Did
you know that the U.S. is
currently the third largest
unchurched nation in the world? Did you know that
fewer Americans now call themselves Christian? Did
you know that there is an increasing percentage
within groups such as Wicca, Islam, and paganism?
Did you know that the number of Americans who
claim to be atheists, agonistics, or “nothing” is
increasing?
Contrary to this trend, sixteen new churches
have been started through Restoration House
Ministries since1996 with another planned for Boston in
2019. The ministry focuses on three of the four most
densely populated states in the U.S.: Rhode Island,
Massachusetts, and Connecticut—a segment of the
U.S. which exerts global influence in education,
finance and politics. Churches have also been started
among the Chinese. Koreans, Cambodians, and
Africans.
Lincoln Christian Church has faithfully supported
Restoration House Ministries since its beginning
including the ministries of Tom & Karen Gerdts in
Salem, NH; Jordan & Sammy Plumier in Rhode Island,
Barton & Emily Shaw in Rhode Island, Rinn Sim in
Lowell, MA with Cambodians; Ed & Cherie Plumier as
RHM support staff; Bob & Carol Miller as RHM support
staff now in counseling, hospitality, and
encouragement. Dan Clymer was the founding
director who just retired in 2017. He is replaced by Eric
Lee, who has served as executive minister in Indiana,
Texas, and Manchester, NH.
Praise God for the growth of these churches and
pray for it to continue. There is great need for the
gospel to spread close to home and in an age where
the church is being seen as more and more
unnecessary. Pray for the plans for the new church in
Boston, MA, and for others on the drawing board.

HHO exists to create space where the Body
of Christ connects with and serves our neighbors.
We have been very busy lately, but then so has
Satan. In September, we had a 12-hour prayer vigil
at Hope Grows Neighborhood Center and then on
November 6 we held a candlelight prayer service
in Ray White Park to address the darkness in our
neighborhoods such as growing drug use,
escalating disrespect for authority, mental illnesssuicide, social oppression and an overarching lack
of hope.
We named the center Hope Grows for a
reason. When Jesus is in the mix, hope is always
there lighting the way through the darkness.
Nevertheless, it has been a challenging summer
with some of our kids succumbing to the darkness
and not being able to participate in our programs.
They know the love we have for them and they
are welcome back if they want to make our
community their own. However, we must protect
those who are making spiritually healthy choices
and focus our energies on fostering growth in
Christ. Part of this shift has resulted in an increase in
younger children (K–4th) and a decrease in the
older kids. Our older kids who are now excelling
are those we started with when they were little,
over 4 years ago. Yes, hope grows, but it doesn’t
come easy! It takes commitment, patience, and a
deep reliance on God to communicate the love
of Christ in a meaningful way.
One of the new ways we are attempting to
demonstrate God’s faithfulness and love is by
providing a free self-serve food pantry. We need
help with keeping it stocked with non-perishables
and personal hygiene items. Donations can be
dropped off at Hope Grows on 904 Short 11th
Street. If no staff is present, please leave the items
in the large storage tub on Back Porch.
To learn more about our ministry and the
many programs we offer, visit our Facebook page
or www.hishandsoutreach.life.

News for the Family!

Sympathy & Prayers:
Beverly Kurka, Holly Zehr, Lara O’Donoghue, and
Amber Kurka and families at the passing of husband,
father, and grandfather, Robert Kurka; Kris Centers
and family at the passing of Kris’ father, Jim Seaver;
Mary Ann Rea and family at the passing of Mary Ann’s
father, John Butler.

Love is a Verb,

Edward Tibbits | Founder and Director
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Coming Soon!
Vacation Bible School

June 18-21
6:30-8:30 p.m.

