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Ron Otto 

Preaching Ministry 
 
 
ron.otto@ 
lincolnchristianchurch.org 

 

Why I Follow Jesus? 
I’m not going to fool anyone with a Shakespeare 
quote. I doubt a person out there who knows me well 
could picture me in a smoking jacket, soft light from a 
Tiffany lamp on the vintage table beside me, classical 
music playing in the background, surrounded by 
shelves of classic literature, sitting in my wingback 
chair under my recently purchased Van Gogh painting, 
and reading Shakespeare. It makes me chuckle just 
imagining it. However, I do know a few scenes.  

In one of Shakespeare’s plays, Hamlet asked, “To be, 
or not to be? That is the question.” Most people know 
that quote. But did you know Hamlet was considering 
suicide? The question really is, “Should I take my life or 
not?” The answer is “not!” 

“To be, or not to be” was answered by God when He 
made me. He ordained the day of my birth and set the 
day of my death. I believe that. These are out of my 
hands and need to be. On the other hand, there is a 
question that is completely up to me. “To believe, or 
not believe…that is the question!”  

We’re currently in a long sermon series through the 
Gospel of John. The theme of John is Believe. Ninety-
eight times the word appears in the book. We read 
over and over, “many believed!” But we also know 
many didn’t. Most people in our world do not believe 
in Jesus. The statistics prove that. The number of 
believers is dropping. And still many of us have chosen 
to believe. Why? 

I was recently asked that question: “Why do you 
believe and follow Jesus?” It was asked by a sincere 
seeker. A true investigator of Christian faith. Someone 
with whom I had invested in many years of friendship. 
It was important I answer well. How would you answer 
that question? You’d think a preacher could pull out 
quick answers like a cowboy pulling his revolver and 
firing shots. But in truth, instead, it was a few 
moments of “ah...ah...ah” and deer in the headlights 
look on my face. But as for those who know me best, I 
just started talking. My answers were good. My 
answers actually flowed in thought. My answers even 
impressed me. Who knew? 

Why I Follow Jesus 

1. I want to know I’m in. I want to belong to something 
important. I want to be accepted. I want to know 
without a doubt I’m going to heaven. 
       It’s old, I know, but well known in my youth was 
skeptic and atheist, Madalyn Murray O’Hair. At one 
time referred to as “America’s most hated woman.” 
She once said that heaven is, “a delusional dream of 
the unsophisticated minds of the ill-educated.” 
       You can listen to her if you want; or you can listen 
to someone who has been there. Jesus said it is a real 
place. And I want to one day be there.  

2.  I’m looking for truth. Let’s face it, there is so much 
crap out there. So much darkness. So many false 
teachers. Even good Christian people can sometimes 
write crap (present company excluded). I want to know 
what the truth is and Jesus said countless times, “I tell 
you the truth.”  

3. I want to live life to the full…abundantly…real…
authentic…vulnerable…joy-filled...adventurous life. 
What our world offers is not life. It’s actually death. 
Living without boundaries doesn’t make one more 
happy. It makes one more broken. More lost! Jesus 
said he came to bring life. I believe him. 
       As I gave those answers to my friend, it hit me. It 
was so clear. I believe and follow Jesus because I 
believe he is who he said he is. “I am the way, the 
truth, and the life.” John 14:6 
       There are many other answers. Plenty more! So, 
why do you believe and follow Jesus?  

Current Sermon Series:  

 

Sep. 5 Jesus Predicts His Death John 12:20-36 

Sep. 12 Last Supper John 13:1-2 

Sep. 19 Foot Washing John 13:3-17 

Sep. 26 Betrayal and Denial John 13:18-38 

Oct. 3 Heaven Comforts John 14:1-6 

Oct. 10 Promised Holy Spirit John 14:15-31 

Oct. 17 Vine John 15:1-8 



Brandon Boyd 

Adult Ministry 
 
 
brandon.boyd@ 
lincolnchristianchurch.org 
 

Adult Sunday School 
A great first place to connect with new friends and to 
learn the Bible is one of our seven adult Sunday School 
Classes. We have classes for all adults. Our classes are 
fun places to study the Bible with friends. Stop by the 
Welcome Center or lincolnchristianchurch.org/connect. 

Men On Fire 

Join with other men as 
they study ways to apply 
the powerful truths of the 
Bible to daily life. Join Tim 
Becke and Todd Henry as 
they tag team teach on 
how to live as a godly man. This semester, the group will 
be studying A Gospel Primer for Christians. Learn about 
the life-changing power of the gospel in your everyday 
Christian life. Cost is $8. Scholarships available. For more 
information, you can contact Tim Becke at 
tim@menonfire.org for details. Men on Fire meets 
Wednesday evenings @ 6:30-7:30 pm in Room 300 this 
fall. Get more information in the Family Room starting 
August 22. 

Women’s Bible Study 

The fall session of Ladies Bible Study will focus on the 
book Elijah by Priscilla Shirer. Every serious believer 
longs to summon up the kind of boldness and faith that 
can stand firm on Mount Carmel and 
pray down heaven into impossible 
situations. Those who patiently wait 
on God in the darkness emerge with 
their holy loyalty cemented, their 
courage emblazoned, and their 
confident belief in Him set afire.  

Join us on this 7-session journey 
through the life and times of the 
prophet Elijah to discover how the 
fire on Mount Carmel was forged in 
the valley of famine. And how the emboldened, fiery 
faith you desire is being fashioned by God in your life 
right now. Sign up in the Family Room beginning August 
22. Cost is $15. Scholarships available. Choose either 
Mondays @ 7 pm or Tuesdays @ 1pm. Both will meet in 
Family Rooms 1 & 2.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

“The Upper Room Experience”  
Lincoln Christian Church is challenging each attender 
to take their next step of spiritual growth by being part 
of our “Upper Room Experience” to follow the sermon 
series from September 12 through October 17. 

If you have never been part of a LifeGroup, sign up 
now! LifeGroups are groups of  3-10 people who meet 
together, usually in a home or a restaurant. 

The best way to be part of a group this semester is to 
form your own group of 3-5 friends to discuss the 
Upper Room experience topic. We will provide you 
with questions and a coach to help you! 

Text the word “groups” to 309.322.0740 for next steps 
on how to gather with a group of your friends to be 
part of this exciting moment in our church’s history. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Attend LifeStep 1: Discover Lincoln Christian Church. 
Explore your faith and the beliefs of Lincoln Christian 
Church in a relaxed setting with Minister Ron Otto and 
Adult Minister Brandon Boyd. You’ll get to ask any 
questions you have as well as meet others who are 
exploring the same journey. This class meets on 
Sunday, September 26 from 5:00-7:00 pm in Family 
Room 1. It’s free, it’s casual, and we provide dinner 
(but not childcare). Sign up at the Welcome Center or 
at lincolnchristianchurch.org/lifestep. 

Next Steps Website 

For the latest information on the Adult Discipleship 
Ministry, check out the website:  
lincolnchristianchurch.org/next 

 



Zach Ramsey 
Student Ministry 
 
 
zach.ramsey@ 
lincolnchristianchurch.org 
 

Website—lccstudents.com 
 

Text Updates from the 
Student Ministry 

For Jr. High, text jhfuel to 97000. 
For High School, text thegathering to 97000. 
You will receive text messages from Lincoln Christian Church. No 
purchase necessary. Message & data rates may apply. Message 
frequency varies. Reply STOP to stop, HELP for help. Terms: 

http://97000.co/t. Privacy policy: http://97000.co/p. 

Fall Calendars 

Be sure to pick up Fall Calendars for both Jr. 
High and High School at the Student Info 
Desk or online at lccstudents.com/events. 

6th-8th Grade Jr. High Bash  
Hey 6th-8th graders, the Jr. High Bash will be Friday, 
September 17, from 6-9 pm in the Fellowship Center/
Youth Wing. It is going to be incredible. We will have 
pizza, pop, and tons of games. It is going to be 
awesome! Only $5 at the door! 

High School Post 

We will have Post after The Gathering on Sunday, 
September 19, from 8-9 pm in the Fellowship Center. 
We will play some dodgeball with a few surprises. 
Seniors bring drinks and snacks! 

7th-8th Grade Jr. High 
Fall Retreat 

Join us Friday through 
Sunday, October 15-17 as 
we head to Little Galilee. 
We will have small group 
time, group games, 
capture the flag and tons 
more! The point of the 
retreat is to get away 
from the distractions in 
life and focus on God. Sign up starting Wednesday, 
September 8, online or at the Student Info Desk. The 
retreat costs $40. 

 

 

5th-12th Grade Sunday School 
Sunday School meets from 9:30-10:30 am every 
Sunday. Come learn more about Scripture! Look for: 

Fall Programming Start Dates  

Fuel (5th-8th Grade Youth Group) 
starts Wednesday, Sept. 8, 6:30-
7:50 pm. Doors open at 6:15 pm. 

The Gathering (9th-12th Grade Youth 
Group) starts Sunday, Sept. 12, 6 - 8 
pm. Dinner is served at 6 pm! 

Mission Dominican 2022 Application 
Deadline Sunday, September 19 

Current 8th Graders 
thru Adults are 
eligible to go to 
the Dominican 
Republic July 19-

26, 2022. Visit lccstudents.com/missions for more 
information about the mission trip as well as to 
download an application. Completed applications due 
Sunday, Sept. 19. You can also pick up an application at 
the Student Info Desk.  

Need Money for Trips?  
Buy Gift Cards,  
Earn Cash Back! 

Families! Family Fundraising 
Accounts help you raise 
funds through physical gift 
cards or electronic/online 
gifts cards that earn cash back rebates for you to use 
for trips. You pay for the value of the gift card and a 
percentage of that money goes to your account at the 
Church. You can buy gift cards at the Student Info Desk 
in the Family Room or online! For more info come see 
us at the Student Info Desk in the Family Room or go to 
lccstudents.com/parents. 

 

 

 

 

http://97000.co/p


Marcia Wells 

Children’s Ministry 
 
 
marcia.wells@ 
lincolnchristianchurch.org 

 

If you would like to find out 
more about how you can 
connect and serve in Kids 
Ministry, email LCC’s Children 
Minister at marcia.wells@lincolnchristianchurch.org. 
Our kid’s team is the best and we have awesome kids 
eager to learn about Jesus!   

KIDS CLUB KICK OFF 
Wednesday, September 8, 
6:30-7:45 pm 

Kids fall mid-week programming 
is coming! We can’t wait for our 
kids to get together for some of 
our wild, Wednesday night 
adventures! This fall we will 
journey through a series called Treasure Seekers! Kids 
will be led to discover who God is, and the amazing 
ways in which His character and actions can make a 
difference in our lives today! We will dig deep to learn 
from the lives of Bible heroes like Joseph, Abraham and 
Sarah, Moses and more! Plan now to be with us on 
Wednesday evenings. Can’t wait to see you! 

MOMs Group 

“Moms On a Mission” Group is back! Back to school and 
routines…and we know life can get crazy for moms!!!!! 

So, plan now to join our 
MOMs group on Wednesday 
evenings, 6:30-7:45 pm. It’s a 
great group to spend time 
refreshing and recharging as 
moms connect and encourage 
one another! This fall MOMs 
will be studying The Life You 
Long For by Christy Nockles. 
(Books can be purchased for 
$15 each.) Childcare is 
provided for children birth 
through 2 years old. Kids 3 

years old through 4th grade can attend Kids Club, and 5th 
through 8th grade kids can attend Fuel! MOMs Group 
will meet in Room 305.   

AND WE’RE OFF!!!!!!!!! 

We’ve been preparing and now we are officially 
beginning our adventure to help the Dakar Christian 
Academy, in Senegal, West Africa. Our missionaries 
Matt and Sydney Barker have told our kids about the 
work they do there. In response to their needs, our 
kids will be purchasing books for the school. Pictured is 
a bulletin board to help kids visualize their progress. 
The bookshelf on the left shows books to be purchased 
from Lincoln, Illinois! Alongside that shelf are airplanes 
representing our different groups of kids. Groups will 
be “flying” toward their goal as they purchase a book 
and take it over the map in the center, to the empty 
shelf on the right (depicting the empty shelves at the 
Dakar Academy). This visual provides a way for our 
kids to see and better understand the impact they are 
making in another part of the world! Please pray for 
them as they grow in their faith and generosity. 

 

Thank you to 

everyone who donated 
supplies! We are so 
grateful and are 
already putting them to 
use in our classrooms.  
We appreciate your 

faithful support of Kids Ministry! 
 

LCC Preschool  
is excited for the coming 
school year! Mrs. Janet has 
been busy preparing for our 
students and there are so 
many exciting adventures 
waiting for our kids this year! At this time our class 
enrollment is full. Make sure to watch future issues of 
The Call for news about what our kids are doing!   

mailto:Marcia.wells@lincolnchristianchurch.org


Laurin Hill 
Worship Ministry 
 
 
laurin.hill@ 
lincolnchristianchurch.org 

 

 

HeartSong is for 5th thru 8th grade students. Kickoff is Sunday, September 12, at 

6:00 pm. HeartSong includes service opportunities in music, worship, drama, and 
T.R.A.S.H.*! HeartSong will participate Celebrate! Christmas 2021 as well as a three-
day tour April 22-24, 2022. HeartSong rehearses each Sunday from 6:00 – 7:00 pm. 
After care is available until 7:45 pm for parents involved in LifeGroups. Bring friends!
*evaluation required 

50 Year Reunion Concert for Good News 

is May 28-29, 2022! All former Good News stu-

dents, sponsors, directors, and youth ministers, 

please go to lincolnchristianchurch.org/GN50 to 

update your contact information, tell us when 

you were in Good News, share memories, and 

photos, and keep up to date with all of the Reun-

Kids Choirs will kickoff on Sunday, September 12, at 6:00 pm. Kids will be placed 

in one of two choirs based on age by September 1:  ages 3yo, 4yo, 5yo (Cherubs) & 
1st thru 4th grades. We have a lot of exciting things planned this fall and an awe-
some spring musical for May 2022. We’ll meet each Sunday evening from 6:00 – 
7:00 pm to have fun learning about Jesus, music, and worship. Invite your friends! 
After care is available until 7:45 pm for parents involved in LifeGroups. 

The Sanctuary Choir will begin rehearsing Wednesday, September 8! The Sanctuary 

Choir meets each Wednesday night from 6:30 – 7:45 pm. We present special music and 
lead worship each Sunday in the 8:15 am Sanctuary service. The Sanctuary Choir is open 
to those in high school and older. We will begin our Celebrate! Christmas music in Octo-
ber! Come lift your voice with us! 

Good News is for students in 9th thru 12th grades. Kickoff is Sunday, September 12, 

at 5:00 pm. Good News consists of Student Choir, Drama Team, and T.R.A.S.H.* 
Good News includes relevant music, focused drama, and great service opportunities 
in a fast-paced, high-energy environment all leading up to a fantastic tour, June 7-
14, 2022, to Orlando, Florida!  
*evaluation required 
 

See Good News’ 50 Year Reunion Concert info 
at the top of this page! 

To register for any of the above choirs or other Worship Ministry opportunities visit: lincolnchristianchurch.org/events! 

Email laurin.hill@lincolnchristianchurch.org with any questions.  



LOCAL IMPACT 

Inner City Mission  
Springfield, IL 

“The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds 
blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, 
because it had its foundation on the ROCK.”  
Matthew 7:25 

In the final illustration of the greatest sermon ever 
preached, Jesus tells us that the storms of life will come. 
We can count on it. But the question is, will these 
storms find us safe, secure, and living on the rock, or will 
they find us struggling to survive on the sand? And what 
about those who already built on the sand? How do we 
help them find the ROCK? 

Inner City Mission provides shelter, food, education and 
Christian guidance to homeless children, their parents 
and single women while keeping Biblical truths about 
Godly righteousness before our culture, community, and 
fellow Christians. 

Our hope is that while we provide physical needs to our 
residents, we will earn their trust to speak Godly 
wisdom into their lives. We have found when a resident 
accepts the truths found in the Holy Word of God then 
spiritual, mental, and social transformation takes place. 

At the heart of our work, we seek to provide an 
environment in which the homeless can grow 
relationally by experiencing the love of God. This is the 
work Inner City Mission has been carrying on since 
1983. 

Scott Payne, a minister to the homeless 
innercitymission.net 
facebook.com/innercitymission 
 
 
For more info on any of the ministries and missionaries 
that LCC supports, please feel free to email 
lcchurch@lincolnchristianchurch.org! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GLOBAL IMPACT 

C.O.P.E. Ministry 
Africa 

Thank you for reaching out about a COPE update! 

This has been a difficult summer for the crops in the 
tribe. At the beginning of the summer, we had 
significant floods that wiped out much of the seeds. 
We helped the Pokot buy seeds to replant, and just a 
few weeks later there was drought that dried out 
everything that had survived the flooding. Because of 
this and the effects of COVID on the availability of 
work, it has been another busy year for Relief Food. 
We are giving food out to 634 individuals a week, who 
each represent a family. This means we are probably 
feeding around 3,000 people with our Relief Food 
program right now. 

The Kenyan school system has added an extra term 
this year to make up for the missed terms during the 
pandemic last year. This has obviously caused stress 
for our students and staff. They are all working hard to 
keep up with their studies. In July we started a new 
term. The term we are currently in is the beginning of 
their 2021 curriculum. It will take a few years for all 
the students to get back on schedule, so please pray 
for them as they must condense much of their 
learning. 

Our Jesus Film teams have been going out since 
March. They were anxious to get back into the 
communities and have been well received. As many as 
90-100 people come to see the Jesus Film when we 
show it in surrounding villages. 

The Pokot admin team planned a beautiful memorial 
honoring Barb O’Donohue’s life mid-August. They took 
the 17th as a holiday and planted fruit trees in her 
honor. They also had an artist come out and paint a 
portrait of her, and they shared a meal with the 
surrounding pastors, good Samaritan parents, 
students, and staff. It was a beautiful tribute. We are 
very proud of them and their dedication to continue 
what God was doing through Barb in Pokot. 

Devane and I (Michaela) are planning to make a trip to 
Pokot in September to meet everyone and get an idea 
of how things are going. We will bring our daughter 
with us. We are excited to be able to put faces to 
everyone we have heard about and spoken to. Please 
pray for our travels and visit to go well! 

Many Blessings,  

Michaela Amalla, COPE Ministry Executive Director 
childrenofpokot.org 

NEWS FOR THE FAMILY! 

New Members by Baptism: 

Lydia Roland   8/8/2021 

http://innercitymission.net/
http://facebook.com/innercitymission
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Prayers for all our  
Global Impact missionaries .  .  . 

 

 Chaplaincy Endorsement Commission 

 Christ In Youth  

 Christian Discipling Mission (Mollette)  

 Christian Mission to the Orient 

 Children of Pokot Educational Fund (COPE) 

 Hisportic Christian Mission (Rodrigues) 

 Kerala Christian Mission (Abraham) 

 Kuki Christian Mission (Lunkim) 

 International Conference on Missions (ICOM) 

 New Missions Systems International (Knox) 

 Pioneer Bible Translators (Barczuk & Smith) 

 Restoration House Ministries (Miller) 

 Training Christians for Ministry International (Hansen) 

 Team Expansion 

 The Spire Network (formerly NACC) 

 and those who share the Gospel in less open areas 

Prayers for those in sickness or pain .  .  . 
 

Prayers for those who have  
lost a loved one .  .  . 

 
Prayers for all our  

Local Impact ministries .  .  . 

 
 Christian Campus Foundation  

(Axiom, University of Illinois) 

 Christian Child Care 

 The Christian Village 

 Habitat for Humanity (Logan County) 

 His Hands Outreach 

 Inner City Mission 

 Lincoln Christian University 

 Lincoln-Logan Food Pantry 

 Lincoln Pastoral Counseling 

 Little Galilee Christian Camp 

 and other brothers and sisters in Christ serving our 
nearby communities 

Sympathy & Prayers 


