
 

 
A Place Reserved 
 

“I’ll save you a spot.” A good friend reserves a place just for you.  

And it’s even better when it’s the Lord who’s saving your spot.  
 

This year we’re thinking about the church in these terms: 

A place reserved, 

a time reserved, 

a gift reserved, 

for a people reserved. 

Let’s start with: “a place reserved.” 
 

The Lord has a record of reserving places for his people. First, there was Eden. But we evicted ourselves from 

paradise when we tried to play god. And the rest of history is our Lord furnishing us a new place to live.  
 

The Lord plucked Abraham out of Haran and promised him a new homeland where his descendants would 

live forever and receive the promises of God. And after the sons of Israel became as numerous as the stars in 

the sky, the Lord led them through water and wilderness to the very place he had reserved for them. When 

they arrived, they carried in the Ark of the Covenant and God’s tent, the tabernacle, because God reserved 

the land for them by living there with them.  
 

Unfortunately, like their first parents, the children of Israel wandered off their own way and were exiled from 

the promised land just like Adam and Eve were exiled from Eden. Yet even in their exile, the prophets 

predicted their return to the Lord’s reserved place. And when they did return, they rebuilt the temple, because 

this was the place that God had reserved for them to live with him.  
 

But in truth, the promised land was only a placeholder. 
 

As we look back over through the Old Testament, it wasn’t the dirt in Palestine that was inherently sacred. It 

was the Lord’s presence that made the promised land sacred. He was the one who reserved the land for them. 

And when the Lord Himself took on flesh and was cradled in the arms of Mary, the who scenario changed. 

Wherever the Lord is, that’s the place he’s reserving for us. God’s new reserved place for us is with Jesus.  

So, the million dollar question is: where is Jesus? 

Simple. He’s in His church. 
 

He is the head and we are His body. 

He is the foundation, and we are the temple. 

He is the shepherd and we are the sheep. 



The NT describes Jesus’ relationship to His church in a myriad of ways, but it all boils down to this: Jesus is 

in His church, and the church is the place (the only place!) he has reserved for us to receive his 

promises. 
 

The church is our promised land, the place reserved for God’s people.  

We have a place at the table, where we feed on Jesus 

a place at the font, where we’re washed by Jesus 

a place in the pew, where we hear Jesus. 

Communion, Scripture, Baptism, worship—this is where Jesus is, and church is the place that’s reserved for 

being in Him. 
 

We human beings have the limitation of being in one place at one time. So when Jesus reserves a place for us 

at the Eucharist, that’s the place to be. When he calls us to be absolved, then we heed his call. And when he 

invites us to pray, we happily bend our knees and call on His name. Why would we pass up the opportunity to 

come to the promised land?  
 

So when we come together as the church, come with joy—Jesus is here. The table, the font, the pew: Jesus 

has reserved all these just for you.  
 

Pastor Johnson 

 

 

The Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 

October 6, 2019 

Luke 17:1-10 
 

Jesus offers us a warning and a promise in our text for today. First, it is gravely serious to lead another person 

to sin. In a world where we quickly absolve ourselves of any and every wrongdoing, we often fail to see the 

profound impact our own actions have upon our neighbor. Jesus is clear: it would be better for us to drown in 

the sea than to cause another Christian to sin.  
 

But on the flip side, the life of the disciple is not one with our sins hung like an albatross around our necks. 

Jesus leads us in the way of profound mercy: when someone sins against us, seven lies, seven thefts, seven 

punches, seven angry words, we forgive seven times. Our Lord does set upper limits on His forgiveness, and 

so neither do we.  
 

The Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

October 20, 2019 

Luke 18:1-8 
 

Jesus tells a rather odd parable of a woman who pesters a judge so much that he caves in and gives her justice. 

At first blush, we might think that Jesus is telling us that we should just pester Him until He gives us what we 

want.  But that’s not it. Jesus is making a classic “how much more then” argument. If this unrighteous 
judge will eventually listen to this woman, how much more then will our righteous Father listen to us 
when we call on Him. 
 



  
Altar Flower Chart: The cost of the Altar flowers is $40 per Sunday and you will be able to take your flowers 

home with you after the service in a box located in the kitchen on the shelf above the triple sink.  To have your 

payment for flowers applied correctly, please use one of the Designated Offering envelopes found in your box 

of envelopes or label the outside of one of your regular envelopes with the words ‘Altar flowers’. If you take the 

black liners home, please be sure to bring them back to church by the following Wednesday. Janice Hartness is 

our flower coordinator.  If you have any special requests, please contact her at 763-355-5427 by the Wednesday 

prior.  We have changed Florists for our Altar Flowers. We are now using Flowers by Myra located here 

in Plymouth. Her card is on the Altar Flower Chart. The following people have signed up through November: 

 

October 6th   Josh & Alshia Christian  

October 13th  Dan & Barbie Gruenhagen 

October 20th      Garry & Cheryl McCreary 

October 27th      Janet Preus 

November 3rd   Rod & Gwenn Schaumburg 

November 10th  OPEN 

November 17th  David & Louise Werts 

November 24th  OPEN 

 

Sunday Schedule: Divine Service 9:00 AM; followed by Bible Class at 10:40. 

 

Saturday Evening Divine Services have begun at 5:00 pm.  

Wednesday morning Prayer Service and Bible Study – Morning Prayer services begin at 9:15 am, 

followed by Bible Study at 10:00 am.  

Northwest Suburban Circuit Congregation Prayers – Each week we will be praying for a congregation in 

the circuit and for others who have or have had a connection with them. This month, we are asking for Lutheran 

Church of the Triune God, Brooklyn Center, and Pastor Bill Sabol, Beautiful Savior Lutheran Plymouth, and 

Pastor Tom Stoebig and Pastor Joe Behnke, Eternal Hope Lutheran, Brooklyn Park and Pastor Bill Hillyer, 

Glory of Christ Lutheran, Plymouth, and Pastor Jeremiah Johnson and Pastor Kyle Krueger.    

Looking for an easy way to support Lutheran education?  GOC is now collecting Box 

Tops for Education.  These small rectangles are each worth 10 cents and can be found on 

tons of General Mills products—everything from Kleenex to dishwasher tabs to cereal.  

Simply clip and drop into the jar in the narthex to help support St. John’s Lutheran School.  

 

 

Main Street Living is an hour-long Lutheran television program that airs new episodes each Sunday 

morning. The Twin Cities program is broadcast at 10 a.m. Central time on WFTC channel 29/9-2. Each 

Sunday, viewers enjoy a 30-minute remastered episode of “This is the Life,” a popular Lutheran Hour 

Ministries series from the 70s and 80s. The episode is followed by a modified Lutheran worship service—led 

by a different local pastor each week. Main Street Living (Twin Cities) is endorsed by the Minnesota South 

District of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod; however, the program receives no funding from the 

District. It is totally funded by viewers and congregations of the WFTC viewing area. 

 

http://www.mnsdistrict.org/
http://www.mnsdistrict.org/


Have you ever considered becoming a Pastor or Deaconess? If so, Rev. Scott Holder from Concordia 

Seminary, St. Louis would like to meet with you at Woodbury Lutheran – 7380 Afton Road in Woodbury on 

Tuesday October 15th from 4:00 – 8:00 pm OR at Concordia St. Paul – 1282 Concordia Ave St. Paul on 

Wednesday October 16th from 8:00 am to 2:00 pm. Rev. Holder will be located in a “Family Room” in the 

Winget Student Life Center.  

Online Giving: Did you know that you make your church offering electronically? It’s a simple way to 

practice the discipline of generosity. Setting it up is both easy and secure, and  Just ask Brenda, and you will 

be sent an invitation to set up your own online giving account through Realm, the church database.  

Capital Campaign: It may be hard to believe, but our Capital Campaign is drawing to a close at the end of 

this year. If you would like the joy of getting in on the Capital Campaign, it’s not too late. You can still 

submit your pledge. For those of you who have already pledged, Brenda has run year to date tithing 

statements which show your current 2019 offering totals, as well as your Capital Campaign pledge amount 

and the status of your pledge payments. If you would like a copy of your report, please let Brenda know. It 

can be mailed to you or emailed to you. Thank You! 

Remember in our Prayers: Sean Breininger, Lee & Doris Hart, Velva Kosel, Jack Jakupciak, CLEF, 

Lutheran Synod of Mexico, Scott Flugum & Tina Houck (Chris & Mari Houck’s cousins), Norm Theiste, 

Jared Clark (Brother of Jana Hargreaves), The Odash Family (Friends of Laura Cady) and Christy Petersen.  

 

Adult Bible Study:   The Smalcald Article: The Unity of the Church.  

In 1537, Martin Luther was asked to prepare a statement of Lutheran belief for use at a church council, if it 

was called. Luther’s bold and vigorous confession of faith was later incorporated into the Book of Concord. It 

was presented to a group of Lutheran rulers meeting in the town of Smalcald hence the name, The Smalcald 

Articles. These articles are very much Luther's theological "last will and testament." He knew precisely what 

he was doing when he wrote them, how significant they were and how seriously they would be regarded by 

friends and foes alike. Given Luther's health difficulties at this time, which he and his friends regarded as life-

threatening, he did regard the Smalcald Articles to be his last chance in a public statement to testify to what he 

believed, taught and confessed. Starting Sunday October 13th, we will begin studying these articles in Adult 

Bible Class.  We will consider their use for today and how important they still are to the church’s unity in 

doctrine. 

 

"Young Adults Group” 

The planning committee has met and organized the schedule of events and bible studies for the Winter 

Quarter. Please look for an email to detail the months of Nov. and Dec.  

Please place the following dates on your calendar for October and RSVP to our Pumpkin Patch event on the 

Website ASAP. 
 

Oct. 6th - Bible Study in the Fireside room @ 12:00 PM 

Oct. 12th - Pumpkin decorating social @ 12:00 PM (meeting at the church to carpool to the Pumpkin Patch 

and returning to decorating and carve after) 

Oct. 21st - Bible Study in the Fireside room @ 7:00 PM  

 

Please look to the Bulletin in the coming week for more details on our Social Event for October and more!" 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

There are still spots left!   

It's time for our 3rd Annual Women's Paint and Pinot Night on Friday, Nov. 1st beginning at 6 pm. Come 

and paint a small canvas print and enjoy wine and apps---all for missions!  Cost is $65.  Please sign up on the 

back table and turn in the $65 donation to Brenda. 

 

 
 

Did you miss the Perspectives Presentation on Suicide? It was recorded and is on the GoC Website. The 

materials used for the presentation are on the table in the Narthex. Please feel free to take them and follow 

along with the recorded presentation. 

 

I Trust When Dark My Road: A Lutheran View of Depression by Todd A. Peperkorn is a book that was 

mentioned in the Perspectives presentation. It is no longer in print but is downloadable. The church has 

downloaded it, but it is 100 pages. If you want a copy, please let Brenda know and the pdf can be emailed to 

you as an attachment.  

 

 
COMPASSION CIRCLE:  We will have our next meeting on Monday October 14th. We will begin at 

9:00a,m, and make cards for the congregation, and sandwiches for the homeless.  Our regular meeting will 

start at 1;00 p.m. Anyone is invited to attend! 
 

Quilting Announcement: The leaves are falling!  It is that time of the year to start Quilting!  Our mission is 

to help those people who are less fortunate than we are.  We would love to have a few more helping hands 

come and work with us.  If you can come for only a few hours that would be appreciated.  Our next quilting 

date is Tuesday October 22nd beginning at 9:00 am.  Please bring a bag lunch if you plan to stay for the 

afternoon.  Any questions call Eunice or text to 612-801-8677. 



 
Children’s Music programs have begun! Musical opportunities for students in grades 4 - 8 have begun at 

new times:  
 

--Children’s Chimes and Orff Ensemble, taught by Abby Hoselton, meets        Wednesdays from 4:30 - 5:15 

p.m. 
 

--Gloria Christi Choir, directed by Barbara Resch, meets Wednesdays from 5:15 - 6 p.m. 
 

Both groups provide musical instruction that prepares the children for joyful musical participation in the 

services at Glory of Christ. New members are welcome in both groups! 

 

Adult Choir Rehearsals have begun – The Adult Choir, directed by Carla Claussen, have begun rehearsals 

on Wednesdays from 7:30 – 8:30 pm. Thinking about joining the Adult Choir? Please plan to attend a 

rehearsal! 

 

Handbell Choir, directed by Brenda Richards, has begun rehearsals and will continue Wednesdays from 6:30 

– 7:30 pm. Please let Brenda know if you are interested in playing! 

 

 
 

 

YOUTH GROUP PAINTBALL 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 13TH 

      After Bible Study, we plan for lunch,     
devotions,  

then to: 
Special Forces Paintball 

5494 Fairhill Dr SE 
  Buffalo, MN 55313 

                                       4:40 pm Arrive back at GOC 
 

We will need 4-6 parents to help transport Youth to this event and 

back.  Volunteers can play as well - just plan it out with me, please.  Siblings 10 

years old and over are welcome - cost $27 (Youth Group Members paid for by 

GOC).   Please RSVP to Julie Anderson by Tuesday, October 8th if your Youth Member can attend or not, 

especially as I need to coordinate drivers and rides julesanders@live.com 
 

All players must come with signed waivers (even adults) -- waivers will be available on the table in the 

narthex. 

mailto:julesanders@live.com


 
 
 

 
 

Glory of Christ Annual Chili Cook-Off! 

Sunday, October 27th 5:00 pm 

 
GoC Chili Cookoff Sunday, October 27th. It will once again begin at 5:00 pm. 

Signup sheets are available on the table in the Narthex. Make your best (and/or 

hottest) chili, most delicious pie or cornbread. Awesome prizes will be given for 

hottest chili, best tasting chili, pie or cornbread and best presentation for chili, 

pie and cornbread. Please join us for great food and fellowship!                 

 

 

 

 



Fall workshop opportunity: On Saturday, October 12th, Dr. David Maxwell from Concordia Seminary will 

join us here at Glory of Christ for a theological workshop. The topic is: “Justification from Scripture to 

Sermon: a Cross-Disciplinary Study on the Central Doctrine of the Faith.” Don’t let the title scare you, it will 

be very accessible to anyone who is willing to roll up their sleeves and do a little intellectual labor. Stay tuned 

for more details. 

 

 



 
 

 



 

 



 
 

 



 



 
 

Brothers and Sisters of Glory of Christ, 

 

The Council met on September 17th.   

 

At the last meeting, the Council reviewed the findings of the Long Range 

Planning Committee.  These results were presented to the congregation 

on Sunday, September 29th.  Thank you to all of you who responded to 

the survey and provided valuable feedback.  Thank you especially to 

those who served on the committee and put in the time to sift through the 

responses and summarize them. 

 

It is evident from the survey that education and missions are very 

important to the congregation.  These have been held in high regard at 

Glory of Christ for as long as I have been a member, and it’s nice to see 

that even as the congregation grows and changes, we haven’t lost sight of 

these. 

 

All of this feedback will be used as we put together the budget for next 

year and the years to come. 

 

The next council meeting will be on October 8th. 

 

In Christ, 

 

 

Josh Christian 

Council President 

 
 
 

 



 
Serving Sunday: (October 6, 2019)    

Coffee Servers:     Heath & Danielle Brolsma 

Acolyte:                                                  Rachel Brolsma 

Elders:                                                    Mike Lindh & Kord Brashear 

Ushers:                                                  Steve Rains & Bret Bonine 

Tech Duty:       Josh Christian  

Altar Guild:       Karen Swenson & Debbie Cheek 

Offering Counters:                                  Bob & Arlene Strom 

Bread Baker:                                          Mary Swanson              

Bread Deliverer:                                      Lori Beck   
                                   

Serving Sunday: (October 13, 2019) 

Coffee Servers:     Mark & Rina Nygren, Pauline Hemingway & 

       Leslee Cady 

Acolyte:      Jason Neuman 

Elders:       Mike Lindh & Kord Brashear 

Ushers:      ??? & Bruce Larson 

Tech Duty:      Travis Dorweiler 

Altar Guild:   Mike Krause & Brenda Richards 

Offering Counters:         Kent Rudeen & Janelle Franzmeier 

Bread Baker:      Charlotte Smith    

Bread Deliverer:     Sharla Woolfolk 
                                   

Serving Sunday: (October 20, 2019)  

Coffee Servers:     Steve & Barb Rains 

Acolyte:                                                  June Paradis 

Elders:                                                    Mike Lindh & Kord Brashear 

Ushers:                                                  David Barnaby & Ben Schaumburg 

Tech Duty:      Dan Gruenhagen 

Altar Guild:                                             Beth Schoolman & Julie Anderson 

Offering Counters:                                  Jeremy & Jill Eickhoff 

Bread Baker:                                          Elena Roemen             

Bread Deliverer:                                     Beth Schoolman   
                                   

Serving Sunday: (October 27, 2019)  

Coffee Servers:     Mark & Rina Nygren 

Acolyte:                                                  ??? 

Processional:      Jack Teske 

Elders:                                                    Mike Lindh & Kord Brashear 

Ushers:                                                  Russ McBroom & Chuck McGriff 

Tech Duty:      Josh Christian 

Altar Guild:                                             Pauline Hemingway & Marilyn Scharlau 

Offering Counters:                                  David & Naomi Teske 

Bread Baker:                                          Gayle Barnaby             

Bread Deliverer:                                     Lori Beck   
                                   



 
October 1st              Ashley Larson     Birthday 

      Ocie Peterson     Birthday 

                

October 4th                   Craig Burfeind      Birthday 

    

October 5th                 Olivia Schaumburg     Birthday 

      Dan Gruenhagen     Birthday 

      Pastor Fehrmann     Birthday 

     

October 6th                  Lewis Krueger     Birthday 

             

October 11th      Ben & Jennifer Schaumburg   Anniversary 

      Dan & Barbie Gruenhagen    Anniversary  

 

October 13th                 Garry & Cheryl McCreary    Anniversary 

      John Edson      Birthday 

                

October 17th      Mark Nygren      Birthday 

                

October 18th                 Mya Breininger     Birthday 

             

October 19th                 Levi deBlois      Birthday 

      Lisa Brackmann     Birthday 

                

October 20th     Leonard Albers     Birthday 

       

October 21st      Will Brolsma      Birthday 

      Cheryl McCreary     Birthday 

       

October 24th                 Elsie Gruenhagen      Birthday 

      Jesse Huber      Birthday 

       

October 25th        Craig Smith      Birthday 

       

October 28th     Rachel Brolsma     Birthday 

       

October 29th     Anthony Miller      Birthday 

 

October 31st     Mike Connealy     Birthday 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 



 


